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CHAPTEE I. 



RAVAGE OF AR6YLE, AND BATTLE OF 
INVERLOCHY 

The war-tune of Donald the Blftck, 

The war-tune of Donald t 

The pipes and the banner 

Are up in the rendesvous at Inverlochy ! 

Tratulation of a Gadie Poem. 

Though Montrose had not yet by any means 
aeeompliBhed the object of his ei^edition to Scot* 
land, and althon^ the Estates found it still pos- 
sible to ehedi: him with littie n»re than the mililaa 
of the conntry, his yictories had neyertheless, by 
preying them to be not inDedlible, wrought a con- 
siderable chfOige in the aspect of their a£BEurs. 
*^ Many/* says Guthry, ^* who had formerly been 
violent in the popular cause, now began to talk 
moderately ;*' impressed, it would appear, wil^ a 
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4 RAVAGE OF ARGYLE, 

respect for the loyal party which they had nerer 
before entertained. That loyal party, on the other 
hand, now found themselves at liberty to speak 
their sentiments with boldness, regarding the ille- 
gality and danger of the late morements of the 
Covenanting government, especially their unhal- 
lowed league with the English instilments against 
a sovereign who had treated at least them with 
kindness and liberality. There were many neutral 
persons, moreover, who, having formerly submit- 
ted to iJbe Estates purely because they conceived 
their power irresistible, now thought fit to incline 
towaiils the party whose prospects had lately re- 
ceived so unexpected a brightening. 

While Argyle was making merit with his con- 
stituents at Edinburgh for having terminated the 
campaign of 1644 << without bloodshed,** and while 
all unconcerned persons were laughing at so un- 
soldierly a virtue, Montrose was preparing in the 
centre of the Highlands for an enterprise still more 
daring and terrible than any he had yet under- 
taken. Being joined, in his retreat through that 
wild r^on, by a great portion of the clan Donald, 
by a portion of the Camerons, and by the Stewarts 
of Appin, whom his faithful friend Colkittoch had 
succeeded in raising for his service, he called a 
council of war to determine what quarters it would 
be advisable for the army to assume for the winter.^ 
He himself proposed the low country as the only 
place where he conceived it would be possible to 
procure either quarters or provisions; others thought 
the Highlands more eli^ble on account of their 
comparative security. A third party suggested 
that no place could be better than the country of 
their common enemy Ai^le. This last su^pestion 
met the approbation of all present : the Irish ap- 
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AND BATTLE OF IMVERLOCHY. 5 

ployed of it as enabling them to avenge the ravages 
which a body of Campbells, as part of the Scottish 
Pkt>testant army there established, had for years 
been exercising upon their own lands at home ; the 
Highlanders delighted in it as tending to gratify 
their own jiisti&J>le feelings of revenge agahist an 
imperious and grasping clan ; and, for Montrose, 
he rejoiced in the prospect of thus at once depress- 
ing lus own personal enemy, and unfitting faun for 
ever after thwarting, as he had already so often 
dcme, by his enwrnous toritorial power, ^e policy 
of his royal master. It <mly remained to be in- 
qaired if Argyle's country, peninsulated as it was 
by the sea, and so remote from all other cultivated 
luids, would support an army during the winter. 
Montrose, to ascertain this point, called to the 
council Angus Macdonald, son of Allan Dhn 
Macdonald, of the sept of Glencoe, who, of all 
his men, was best acquainted with the district. 
Angus, being asked if th^re was abundance of food 
and lodging in Argyle, answered that, although 
*^ there was not a town nor half a town in all the 
country, yet there were plenty of houses to live in, 
and plenty of fat cattle to feed upon ;" an answer 
which so completely satisfied Montrose, that he 
instantly gave orders for a march towards the de- 
voted land in question. 

His army approached Argyle in two divisions. 
One, consisting chiefly of the Lochaber and Knoy- 
dart people, went, with John Muidartach, the cap- 
tain of the Clanranald, by the head of Argyle. 
The other marched, under his own command, 
tln*ough Breadalbane, along the brink of Loch Tay, 
and through Glen Dochart, in a more latitudinal 
direction. The country on both tracts belonging, 
if not to Argyle himself, at least to his kinsmen 
a2 
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6 RAVAGE OF AROYLE9 

and adh^pentSy was unsparingly destroyed. As 
Montrose's own party marched tlm>ngh Breadal- 
liane, it was joined by the clans of Macgregor and 
Macnab.^ 

When Argyle heard at Edinburgh of these 
moyements and proceedings of llie royal army, he 
hastened home to his own country, and exerted 
himself to raise his dan, apparently for the pur- 
pose of checking Montrose's progress. It does 
not appear that he apprehended the possibility of 
that general's breaking in upon his own country, 
the passes to which were so difficult and at the 
same time so important, that he had been heard to 
declare he would not have them known by any 
otiber than a friend for an hundred thousand 
crowns.^ He therefore took no measures for re- 
pelling 4he invasion wluch Montrose was medita- 
ting, but on ihe contrary lay secure in his own 
fancied inaccessibility, at Inverary, with his levies 
going on deliberately around him, i;iiien intellig^ice 
suddenly arrived, that the enemy was within two 
miles of his residence. He instantly took boat up- 
on Loch Fyne, and, without waiting to concert any 
measures for the defence of the coimtry, set sail 
for the Lowlands, leaving his numerous clan un- 
commanded, and their whole property exposed to 
the licence of the spoilers. Montrose took full 
advantage of the unprotected state of the country : 
he burnt every house, except the impregnable 
castles ; slew, drove off, ate up, or otherwise de- 
stroyed, every four-footed beast ; and utterly spoil- 
ed every thing in the shape of grain, goods, and 
furniture. The writer of the Red Book of Clan- 
ranald mentions, as a dreadful addition to the gross 
amount of ravage, that the party which went un- 
der the c<mduct of Jdm Muidinrtach} and which 
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AND BATTLE OF INVfiBLOCHY* 1 

penetrated the length of Kilmartin in Glasry, slew 
eight hundred aiid ninety-five persons, without 
battle or skirmish; but, as no ower historian has 
taken the least notice of such a circumstance,^ it is 
probably untrue. Whether or not there was any 
massacre, the unfortunate inhabitants certainly suf- 
fered seyerely enough to expiate the political faults 
of their superior; for the ravages of the royal 
army were extended through almost every penin- 
sular limb of this vast district, and continued for 
no less a space than six weeks, namely from the 
13th of December 1644 to the 28th or 29th of 
January 1645. 

On making his escape from Inverary, the Mar- 
quis of Argyle went to Dumbarton, where he met 
a party of regular troops, which the Estates had 
recalled, from England, for the suppression of the 
royalists, and which they now dispatched for his 
immediate assistance, imder Major-gen^^ Baillie, 
one of their second-rate commanders. Intelligence 
soon after arriving that Montrose was quitting the 
country by its northern extremity, a plan was con- 
certed by Argyle and Baillie, that while the form- 
er should raise his clan and follow him at a certain 
distance, the latter should lead his regular forces 
round the eastern extremity of the Highlands, and, 
coming up in his front, either overthrow him utter- 
ly, or at least drive him back in disorder for com- 
plete destruction by the advancing legions of 
Argyle. To give the greater efficacy to the clan 
army, Campbell of Auchinbreck, the cousin of the 
chief, and an experienced soldier, was called over 
from his duty in Ireland, to ttke a high command 
and principal direction in its tumultuary and irre- 
solute bands ; and Baillie, by consent of the Com- 
mittee of Estates, granted for its assistance eleven 
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8 RAVAGE OF AR6TLE9 

bnndred of his own disciplined soldiers.^ Hie 
scheme was good, «nd might have been attended 
with the desired success in other circumstances ; 
but, as these circumstances stood, it only yielded 
1^ superior genius of Mcmtrose opportunity to in* 
flict another and still severer blow upon the re- 
tainers of his enemy. 

Montrose was, about the last day of January, 
mardnng through Abertarf in the great glen of 
Albin, with the intention of attacking an army of 
northern Highlanders \diieh he understood to have 
been collected in garrison at Inyemess by the Earl 
of Seaforth,^ when he was overtaken by a breath- 
less and way-worn Highlander, who surprised him 
with the intelligence tlmt Argyle was following him 
through Lochab^, and had already begun to re- 
taliate upon that district the flames and spoliation 
with which he had so recently visited ihe coimtry 
of the Campbells. According to his usual custom, 
he had totally ova*looked the possibility of such a 
circimistance ; and he was now so mudi surprised 
at hearing of the advance of Argyle, that be refused 
at first to believe the fact, llie Highlander who 
brought him the intelligence— by tradition report- 
ed to have been the celebrated bard of the Keppoch 
&mily, Lm Lom,'' but stated by Guthry to have 
been one <^ Allan MacUdowie df Lodiaber," — as- 
severated its truth widi such warmth and apparent 
sincerity of eiq>ression, that the astonished general 
at last saw fit to act upon it. Yet such was his 
continued incredulity, that, while he gave orders 
for a march back to Lrochaber, he caused the mes- 
senger to be detained a prisoner, and told him that 
the ropes were sptm wnich should hang him, in 
case of his information proving false. The man 
answered, with ihe spirit of a partizan, that, if a 
6 
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AND BATTLE OF INVERLOCHY. 9 

particular tower, which he named, and which was 
the last he had passed in a state of conflagration, 
should not he found destroyed on their return, he 
would no longer desire life. 

The movement which Montrose determined up^ 
on in this emergency, was, hoth in its conception 
and execution, perhaps the most remarkahle he 
ever performed. His army was much diminished ; 
the greater part of the Highlanders having gone 
home to deposit the spoils of Argyle. He scarce- 
ly mustered one half of the forces which report 
gave to his enemy. He was also aware that the 
man he had to oppose must he animated against 
him with all the feelings of the hitt^est hatred and 
revenge. Yet, as he supposed it likely that Argyle 
had not resolved upon directly fighting him, hut 
rather followed for the purpose of simply driving 
him forward to destruction at Inverness, he judged 
that, even with his inadequate forces, h& hest 
course would be to fell back upon him and endea- 
vour to surprise his troops, a victory over whom at 
this crisis might cause the northern army to dis- 
perse of its own accord, while the eclat of such a 
triumph would probably encourage the loyal clans, 
thereby for ever relieved from the terror of Argyle, 
to join him in even greater nimibers than hitherto. 
A thousand dangers and distresses were involved 
in the project ; but these, together with the roman- 
tic character of the exploit, and the prospect which 
it presented of giving another blow to the hated 
Argyle, seem to have only recommended it with 
greater force to the enterprising genius of Mon- 
trose. 

It is known to almost every body who has ever 
been in the Highlands of Scotland, that the dis- 
tance between Kilcummin,^ in Abertarf, where 
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10 RAVA<»B OF ARQYLE, 

Montrose reoeived hk inteUigenoe, aad Inv^ochy , 
in Lochaber, wbeie he understood that Argyle had 
taken up his quarters, is about thirty mites, and 
that the way lies along that wond^*ful natural 
chasm, or furrow of the country, which the natives 
term ihe Great Glen of Albin, and which has lat- 
terly formed the bed of the Caledonian Canal. 
Along this tract, although it was not then provided 
with the smooth military road which now renders 
it so convenient, Montrose had just come, on has 
way to the north ; and he could easily have re- 
traced his steps by the same route. There was, 
howaver, a reascm for his not doing so. That way, 
he felt assured, must now be so completely pos- 
sessed and watched by Argyle's scouts, ^t it 
would be totally impossible for him to make by it 
the insidious approach to Inverlochy, upon wmch 
he mainly calculiated for the means of victory. . It 
was necessary to adopt smne more circuitous, some 
less obvious, some altogether unsuspected and un- 
guarded path. Here lay the great difficulty of the 
enterprise. In a conntiy so mountainous as the 
Highlands, the reader must be aware that there 
are not many tracts of ground calculated for the 
formation of roads ; he is also aware, that, if there 
are at this day few roads to choose among in this 
wild region, there were still fewer at the time under 
review. To increase the difficulty, the few paths 
which the natives used amongst the hills, and which 
then formed the only roads, were now, by the na- 
ture of the season, obscured and obstructed by 
deep snow. Altogether, it seemed totally impos- 
sible that Montrose should advance upon Inver- 
lochy by any other path than the peculiarly low 
and easy one which i^e had just traversed in a con- 
trary direction. 
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" Contra andentior Ho/' liowevcr^ liad all akmg 
been the heart^motto of Montrose : he resolved at 
all hazards to assume a path of the natore descrihed 
Havingfirst taken pains to acquaint himself with the 
rout^ and haying sonnded tl^ resolution and dbili^ 
ty of his men to endmis the march, he gave orders 
dbat they should strike off to ike soutl^ vcp a nar- 
row glen formed by the little river Tarf ; that they 
should then cHmb oyer the hills of Lairie Thnrard^ 
aad descend iip^m the wild vale at the head of the 
l^y ; then, tmvermng Gl^uroy, that they should 
pass another moontainons tract ; afier wluch they 
would fall in upon ^e river Speaa ; and so along 
^ skirts of B^ Nevis to Inveriochy* The tracks 
he pointed out, had hitherto been traveiaed almo0t 
exchufively by the wild deer, cht by the scarcely less 
wild adventurers who hunted them. The hoghts 
whidi it skirted or overpassed, were as desert and 
lonely as the peaks of pruneval chaos. The vast 
convulsed face of the country was as white and stiH 
as death, cnt only daricened in nairow black streaks 
by the irregular and far-extending lines of the 
marching smdiery. It nmst have been a scene of 
the greatest sublimity, to see these lonely human 
beings, so diminutive as compared to the wilder^ 
nesses around them, hurrying and struggling on 
ihrough hill and vale, and bank and pass ; their 
arms either glancing fitfully and flickeringly under 
die low winter sun, or their pa'sons obscured to a 
visionary and uncertain semblance by ihe snow> 
skMrm or the twilight ; and all the while, the bloody 
purpose which animated them, and which gleamed 
in every face and eye, ccmtrasting so strangely, in 
its transitory and unimportant nature, with the ma« 
jestic and eternal solemnity of the mighty scene 
around them. 
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A nighty a day, and a portion of the ensuing 
evening, sufficed. to hring this indefatigable host 
to the mouth of Glenneyis, ihe flank-point from 
which Montrose had calculated upon making his 
unexpected attack on Argyle. As he had taken 
care to prevent all intelligence of his return from 
reaching the enemy by the open road, and had 
killed or taken all suspicious persons whom he en- 
countered in his mardi> he might be said to have 
completely accomplished his purpose; so that, 
could he now have made the onset, it would have 
been, in all probability, decisive on the instant, and 
without a contest. His men, however, were fa- 
tigued to such a degree, so much scattered, and so 
weak from want of sleep and food, that he abandon- 
ed the idea of a night attack, and thought it more 
prudent to spend ue intermediate time till morn- 
ing in refreshing and concentrating his forces. 

Before the morning dawned, the CampbeUs, who 
lay on the spacious plain below, became aware of 
the presence and supervision of a hostile force, 
thotigh that it was headed by Montrose, was a sup- 
position which never entered their minds. Under 
the impression that it was only a party of the na- 
tives which had assembled to protect the country 
from their ravages, they lay secure in their bivouack, 
or only skirmished by the clear moonlight with 
the advanced guards and outposts which happen- 
ed to approach them. A considerable part of their 
army bappened to lie upon the other side of the 
deep and rapid Lochy, or of the arm of the sea 
into which it fell ;^ and such was the security of 
Argyle, that he did not take pains to have that 
s^regated portion of his force united with the 
other. It was not till the moment the sun rose, 
when a shrill flourish of trumpets issued upon their 
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cars from the dusky glen of the Nevis, that they 
learned the real importance of the impending host, 
and that it was commanded hy the terrible Mon- 
trose.*<> 

It was, therefore, with no small alarm and sur- 
prise, that the devoted Campbells at last arose and 
arranged themselves for battle. To disconcert 
them still more, their leader and chief, pleading a 
hurt in his arm and face, which he had recently 
got by a casual fall, and which disabled him for the 
use of sword and pistol, retired on board his gal- 
ley, which lay moored on the narrow frith befind 
them,^^ proposing from thence to survey their con- 
flict with the enemy, while his cousin, the soldier- 
ly Auchinbreck, should become his substitute in 
immediate command. The Highlanders have a 
tradition, that at this moment, eitber from real fear, 
or with an insidious design to procure time for 
concentrating their forces and takmg advantages of 
ground, the Campbells dispatched a white flag 
with a messenger, to request from the enemy half 
an hour to consider terms of surrender. And it is 
added, that Montrose had unthinkingly granted the 
request, and was quietly awaiting the result of their 
deliberations, when a quick-sighted Highland gen- 
tleman, perceiving certain motions amongst them 
which convinced him of the duplicity of their pro- 
posal, exclaimed, << What I does my lord marquis 
mean to let slip the opportunity he has gained of 
attacking these men to advantage ?" and proposed 
to his compani6ns that, without regard to Mon- 
trose, who seemed either to be disposed to betray 
them, or to have lost his accustomed penetration, 
they should immediately make the onset, while it 
was yet possible to do so with a chance of success. 
According to the same tradition, Montrose instant- 
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14 RAVAGE OF AR6YLE9 

ly called out to knowy ^^ Who was the daring ras- 
cal that had thus endeavoured to subvert the dis^ 
ciplme of the army ?** But, before an answer could 
be returned, Deors MacAlaster, for such was his 
ordinary name, had broke away, along with a great 
portion of the Highlanders, and was proceedii^ to 
active conflict with the enemy. Alaster MacCol, 
the mi^or-general, only took time to say, in an- 
swer to the marquis's question, << He is a most 
brave man, my lord ; and, by God, I will rather 
act with him than wi^ thee I" before he also broke 
off from his position, and with his men proceeded 
to charge the Campbells. Being thus deserted by 
the greater part of his troops, and seeing perhaps 
that the fortune of the day would now depend 
upon a vigorous charge, Montrose thought proper 
to yield to the temper of his men, by leading for- 
ward the remainder in person. 

It was Sunday, the 2d of February, or Candle- 
mas day, 1645, and the sun had just risen over the 
shoulder of Ben-Nevis, when this advance was 
made on the part of Montrose's troops, against the 
bands of his inveterate but irresolute enemy Ar- 
gyle. Taken as the latter were so completely 
by suiprise, and with a great portion of their 
strength already cut off, they had before this pe- 
riod drawn themselves up in a line of somewhat 
formidable extent, the Highlanders in the centre, 
and the Lowlanders at die various extremities, 
while a small reserve stood behind on an eminence^ 
and a garrison of about fifty remained within the 
neighbouring fortress of Inverlochy. The ground 
on which they stood was perfectly level, being 
simply that angle of the vale which was formed by 
the junction of the river Lochy with the arm of 
the sea called Loch Eil. Bdnnd them, and still 
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nearer the embouchure of the riyer^ Inverlochy cas« 
tie, said to have been an early seat of the Cale- 
donian monarchs, rused its vast square form in- 
to the clear winter air; and behind that again, the 
provision galleys, and that in which Argvle had ta- 
ken shelter, ^^ lay upon the placid face of the estuary, 
as if quietly waiting to witness the dreadful scene 
which was to ensue. 

It was perhaps a fatal circumstance for this^ de- 
voted host, that they should have been kept at their 
position to receive the attack of the enemy. If 
they had been regular and experienced troops, such 
a measure would have probably been the best, as 
the leaders might have calculated upon their ha- 
ving the fortitude to meet firmly and repel with 
vigour the irregular charge of their antagonists. 
But as they were themselves chiefly Highlanders, 
and must have therefore been disposed to look 
upon an attack as almost the only means of gain- 
ii^ an advantage in battle, it would have certainly 
been better to have given them an opportunity of 
meeting charge with charge, so as to make the 
chances of success equal on both sides. As the 
ease stood, they proved quite unable to withstand 
the impetuosity of the foe which advanced upon 
ihem. When they saw the disorderly bands of 
Montrose issue at the sound of the trumpet from 
tiie dusky glen before them ; when they saw their 
uplifted weapcms flashing under the rays of the 
8un, as they rushed forward at full speed or&r the 
intermediate stripe of level ground; when they 
heard the wild yell with which they accompanied 
ihe disdiarge of their muskets, and made their 
last spring forward to dose in active conflict ; the 
hearts of the stationary soldiers, unexcited by mo- 
tion« as those of their enemies had been, fairly 
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sunk within them, and they might he wd to hare 
lost the hattle hefore it was commenced. The 
greater part of them discharged their firelocks only 
once against the royalists, and then, without ever 
A:tiwing hlade, turned and fled in dismay. A few 
only, and those in detached portions throughout 
the field, waited for the charge, or made the least 
attempt to contest the fortime of the day. They 
also heing soon overpowered, a few minutes saw 
the whole of the Argyle army accumulated in a 
confused and terrified mass upon the hrink of the 
loch, or else flying in irretrievahle disorder along 
its shore. 

After the turn of the day, Montrose's men, only 
three or four of whom had heen wounded, found 
easy work in chasing and cutting down the im- 
happy Camphells ; and truly, there never was per- 
haps an army, which, either victorious or defeated, 
lost so great a proportion of its whole number in 
battle, as did this unfortunate host at the fight, or 
rather flight, of Inverlochy. In the first place, 
those who crowded back upon the beach in the 
hope of reaching the vessels, were almost without 
exception slain or drowned. Those who fled along 
the shore towards the south-west, w^re closely 
followed, and great numbers of them overtaken 
and slain. A party of about two hundred, who 
made for the castle of Inverlochy, were diverted 
from that place of refuge by a troop of Montrose's 
horsie, and either cut down, or driven back amongst 
the rest upon the beach. A great number were 
there endeavouring to reach their chiefs vessel, by 
means of the rope which attached it to the land, 
when, the rope by accident ^ving way at the end 
connected with the shore, all that were upon it 
sunk at once into the sea and were drowned. Ar- 
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gyie himself, too mudi concerned fw his own per- 
son to attempt the succour of these iU-staned in- 
dividualsy was no sooner certain of the fate of the 
day, than he caused his sails to be raised, and, ex- 
tricating his vessel from the midst of scores of his 
dying kiufWMan and clan who clung around it, bore 
a^ ^WBL the loch to seek a more secure place of 
flhrit^. 

Such is tiie general outline of the battle of In- 
vedochy, in whidbi fifteen hundred of the losing 
{Murty, or a full half of their whole number, were 
elain, almost without resistance, by an enemy who 
did not at first reckon above a moiety of their nu- 
merical force* It was one of the most complete 
victcnies which Montrose ever gained, and also 
one of the most important in its political conse^ 
quences ; for it occasioned such a reflux of hope in 
uie breast of the king, that he immediately after- 
wards saw fit to breeJk o£P a treaty, which the pre- 
vious glo(»n of his affairs had induced him to en- 
ter into with his insurgent parliament, and once 
more to declare for war. The Scottish parlia- 
ment, which was sittLog at the time, heard of the 
battle with dismay, and immediately proceeded to 
forfault and seize the estates of all the royalkts 
who had fought in it.^^ They were gratified, on 
the I2th of February, with a visit fi^m Argyle, 
who, aft^ ostentatiously riding up the High Street 
of the metropolis with his arm hung in a scarf, aa 
at once an apology to the people for his conduct 
in the battle, and a means of exciting compassion 
far his mischances in the public service, a{^>eared 
before them, and gave as &vourable an account as 
the notorious circumstances of the case would per- 
mit, of all that he had done and suffered in their 
behalf since he last parted with them. To G<mceal 
b2 
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as much as possible the extent of the calamity 
from the public, they expressed the greatest satis- 
faction with his lordship's services, and even ren- 
dered him a public vote of thanks.^* In prosecu- 
tion of the same laudable end. Lord Balmerino 
gave out in the General Assembly next day, that 
there had not been above thirty men killed in the 
late battle.^^ On hearing of the first two victories 
of Montrose, they had thought proper to order a 
day of solemn fast and humiliation ^oughout the 
kingdom, as the best devisable method for bracing 
the nerves of the nation to a renewal of the com- 
bat; but having probably found that course rather 
productive of the contrary e£Pect, they now seem 
to have adopted the plan pursued with such e£Pect 
in recent times by an insurrectionist of greater 
magnitude— that of fairly denying defeat. 

Highland tradition, upon which, in a sincere 
conviction of its credibility, I have drawn for a 
small part of the preceding narration, proceeds to 
record several circumstances consequent upon the 
battle, which may here also be given, as illustra- 
tive of the spirit of the men who fought in it, and 
as calculated to be generally interesting. 

In the pursuit idong the shore of Loch Eil, 
which was continued the amazing distance of nine 
Scottish or about fourteen English miles,^^ it hap- 
pened that Deors or George MacAlaster, the brave 
man who had commenced the battle, was also the 
last to give up the chase. He was toiling up a 
steep hill-side, in pursuit of two recreant Camp- 
bells, when they, observing that he had left his 
fellows far behind, took heart of grace, and resolved 
to rush back upon and dispatch him. His situa- 
tion being thus all at once changed from that of a 
triun^>hant pursuer to the condition of an over- 
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matched antagonist, he seemed to be is such 
danger, that a companion who was straining a good 
way behind him, coidd not help exclaiming, as he 
rushed forward to his rescue, << Oh I the brave man 
is lost I the brave man is lost I*' George, however, 
who had already killed no fewer than twenty-one 
of the enemy in active conflict, with his own hand, 
was not destined to fiall a sacrifice at last to a pair 
of craven- fugitives. Long before his friend came 
up, he had killed his opponents with two succesdve 
blows of his swcnrd ; though, sach was his excessive 
fatigue, or such the anxiety of his mind on the oc« 
casion, that he dropped down in a swoon almost at 
the same moment with tlie last of his antagonists. 
When the chase was over, and all the men had 
returned to the camp, it became necessary that they 
should look about for the means of solacing them* 
selves with the breakfast for which they might then 
be supposed to have acquired so good an appetite. 
Having accordingly got a certain quantity of food 
scraped together, end being provided with a few 
pots from the neighbouring hamlet, they were all 
busily engaged in cookery, a small party seated in 
expectation around every separate fire, when a man 
came up, and, addressing one of these parties, pre* 
ferred a request that they would resign their pot 
in &vour of Major-General Alaster MacCol,.wlie, 
it appeared, had somehow failed to procure one of 
these indispensable articles, though he was quite as 
anxious for his breakfeust as any individual in the 
army. The men naturally demurred at a request 
which threatened them wi^ the loss of their much* 
wished-for meal ; yet, as they entertained the warm- 
est respect for MacCol, and were afraid, moreover, 
to disoblige a man so high in command, they were 
on the point of yielding up their pot. There was. 
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howev^y one person iu the party, who had the 
hardihood to oppose so mean a concession. This 
was a man of the^name of Robertson, of the family 
of Calrine in Athole, and by trade a blacksmith ; a 
man of singularly athletic pow^^ afirst-rate swords- 
man, and one who could use his weapons with pro- 
digiotis effect ; who, it also afterwards appeared, 
carried, nnder a boist^xms external manner, a soul 
of the greatest and most goauine modesty. Robert- 
son exclaimed loudly against the pn^;»osal to sur- 
render the pot, and even vowed that he would keep 
it in spite of both his compani^is and MacCol. 
^ Tell the general,'* he cried, adikessing the mes- 
senger, ^ that it was I who prev^ted you frcmi get- 
ting the pot. What I*' he added, turning in jest to 
his companions, ^ if he killed twenty m«i to-day, 
I killed nineteen. If two m<H:e had come in my 
way, I believe I would have beat him. As it is, I 
think I am very nearly as good as he." The man 
went to tell the g^aeral how unsucces^ul he had 
been in his mission, uoul to report what had been 
said by the daring blacksmith. But MacCol, in 
whose soul no ungenerous feeling ever could find 
way, only remarked that the man had justice on 
his side and must be permitted to keep the pot ; 
after which, havmg succeeded in procuring a mea) 
by some othw means, and being anxious to see a 
man who had diq>layed so much actinty in battle, 
and afterwards bearded his commander in so extra- 
ofdinary a mamier, he walked out in quest of him. 
As he approadied the spot where he had been given 
to understand Robertson was seated, that i^vi- 
dual cfittgfat a glimpse of his p^^im, and imme- 
diately glided out of the way, to avoid a rencoun- 
ter wfaidi he was afraid mignt inrolve him in dis- 
agreeable consequences. Nevertheless, MacCol 
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'followed and soon overtook him ; when havhig de- 
sired to know his name, the Highlander conld only 
be brought to answer, « Mine is not a worth name ; 
it is not fit, at least, to be named toiong those of 
the many brave men who have fought to-day." 
Still MacCol insisted upon being told his designa- 
tion ; when at length, i^ter the question had been 
several times repeated, Robertson thought proper, 
in his modesty, to give this evasive and metaphor- 
ical answer, << I am only a poor tinker among the 
Athole men;** which he thought woidd be sufficient 
to satisfy^ or at least to parry, the curiosity of his 
general. 

MacCoVs observation in reply was so emphatie 
as to be still proverbial in the Highlands : << Stm6g 
o Dhee nach bu chidrd gn lir plor A-ol n du I'*— 
<« Would to God the Athole-men had been all tink- 
ers this day 1"" 

The general afterwards remarked, <' I thought I 
had done very well to-day in killing twenty of the 
Campbells, but there was a man with a black dirk, 
(meaning George MacAlaster,) who killed one 
more, and, what is for more humiliating, here is aa 
Athole tinker who brought down only one less." 
. The reader will scarcely fail to be surprised when 
he is thus informed that three individual soldiers in 
Montrose's army slew sixty men in battle for their 
own hands. But when the prodigious strength and 
spirit of these men is seriously considered, and in 
contrast with the irresolution of the Campbells, his 
wonder will in a great measure cease. To convince 
him of the credibility of the fact, it may be men- 
tioned, as a well-remembered peculiarity of Mac- 
Col in particular, that he never required to strike 
an enemy twice. He always fought with an im- 
mense two-handed sword ; and such were the skill 
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end B^rength with which he wielded hi? weapon, 
that one blow was quite sufficient to bring down 
«ny ordioary man. Upon the principle of << £x- 
eeptio firmat r^ulam," it may even be recorded, 
that there is one instance known by Highland tra- 
dition, of his favouring an enemy with a second 
stroke, and that was at this very battle, in the case 
of a peculiarly strong Macgregor, who had hap- 
pened to espouse the Argyle interest. If one stroke, 
however, feoled in this particular case, tradition has 
been careful to observe, that the second proved far 
more than sufficient. 

Another anecdote has been preserved by High* 
land tradition regarding the famous Alaster Mac- 
Col, one less pleasing in its nature than that which 
has just been related, but which is nevertheless 
valuable, as strongly characteristic of the man, 
and of the sort of society to which he belonged* 
MacCol had been originally induced to command 
the Marquis of Antrim's men in Scotland, mainly 
by a desire of avenging by their means certain in* 
juries which his family and himseff had sustained 
at the hands of the Campbells. The feeling of 
hostility which he bore to that tribe, had been ra- 
ther increased than diminished since his arrival in , 
Scotland; for, to mark their indignation at his 
conduct under Montrose, a party of them had sei- 
zed his nurse, at her house in the Western Islands, 
and, with peculiar brutality, cut off one of her 
breasts, telling her that such was no more than 
(die deserved, for having sudded so infamous a 
traitor. By their means, moreover, his father, Col 
Keitoch, and two jimior brothers, were at this very 
nHHuent on their way to Edinburgh from the He- 
brides, to be delivered up to the mercy of the 
Scottish Estates. It seems to have been under the 
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infliwnce of an intense feeHng of reyenge, conse- 
quent upon these atrocities, inat he charged with 
such inconsiderate enthusiasm, and fon^ with 
such deadly effect, on the day of Inverlodiy ; and 
it will be seen from a deed \^ch he committed 
afiter the heat of battle was passed, and which re* 
mains to be recorded, that this dreadful passion 
was not stilled in his bosom by all the carnage he 
had that day acMeved and witnessed. 

Soon after the close of {be fi^t, a party of m^i 
who had pursued the dnse for a considerable dis* 
tanoe, brought up before their major-general a pi- 
soner of no less distinction than CampbeU of Auch- 
inbreck, the experienced old soldier whom Argyle 
had called over from Ireland to take a part in the 
war, and to whom he had that day committed ibB 
command of his men, when he himself retired on 
board the galley* The unfortunate gentleman, on 
bdng brought into the presence of MacC<^ thought 
proper to address him in a soothing strain, and 
mentioned in paticnlar the degree of relationi^p 
m which they stood in regard to each other, ho- 
ping, it would appear, by leading the conversation 
into that channel, always so agreeable to a High- 
lander, to divert his captor's thoughts from any re- 
collection of their former differences, and, as a mat- 
ter of course, to procure the better treatment from 
him in his present unhappy circumstances. Mac- 
Col, who at once saw hn drift, and resolved not 
to be carried away by it, replied to Auchinbreck's 
genealogical references, that, if they had time, he 
doubted not they might find a great deal to say 
upon that subject, and to some purpose too. ^^ In 
the meantime," he added, ^< as I know you to be 
a gentleman, botli by family and profession—* 
Tigharm paird or proprietor^ of Auchinbreck in 



d by Google 



S4 RAVAGE OF ARGYLE^ 

Scotland^ and of Dunlir in Ireland— I mean to 
confer a compliment upon yon." Anchinbreck uV 
tered a profusion of acknowledgments, and eager- 
ly inquired in what that compliment was to con- 
sist. ^< Co dhiu s f ^ lat d chroche no n chur 
dhiot ?" thundered out MacCol : << Which of the 
two will you prefer-— to be hanged, or to have your 
head cut o£P?" — << Alas I" answered the unfortun- 
ate Campbell, << Da dhiii, gun aii noen:" " Two 
bads, without one choice ;** — a saying which has 
continued ever since proverbial in the Highlands. 
The words were scarcely uttered when Alaster 
MacCol, with one sweep of his huge sword, shear- 
ed o£P the whole of his prisoners head above the 
ears, and Anchinbreck lay a lifeless corpse upon 
the ground. It is invariably added by tradi^Ui 
that Anchinbreck had, by his previous conduct to- 
wards MacCol, justified this violent and dreadful 
act of revenge, so finr as such an act may be es* 
teemed capable of justification. 

In conclusion it may be statedl that there were 
killed at the battle of Inverlochy, besides their 
commander Anchinbreck, and fifteen hundred pri- 
vate men, no fewer than sixteen gentlemen and 
officers of note, including CampbeU of Lochnell, 
his eldest son, and his brother Colin ; MacDougal 
of Rara, with his eldest son^ the provost of the 
collegiate church of Kilmun ; the Laird of Glen- 
saddel ; and Major Menzies, brother to the Laird 
of Achattens Parbreck. There were, moreover, 
taken prisoners, besides many private soldiers, the 
Laird of Innerea, the Laird of Parbreck, the Young 
Laird (or heir-apparent) of Glensaddel, the Laird 
of Silvercraig, the Laird of Lamont, the goodman 
of Pynmoir, the Captain of Dunstafinage, Ms son 
Lieutenant-Colonel Cockbum ; Captains Stewart, 
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Muray} and Stirliiig; Robert Cleland, or Clyd- 
flon, and one Doiuial, a preacher.^^ In opposition 
to this immense loss on the part of the enemy, 
Montrose had only to reckon three priyate men 
killed, and one gentleman wounded. The last was 
the Honourable Sir Thomas Ogilvie, son of the 
Earl of Airly, who, having received a shot in his 
thigh, died a few diays after, as they were march- 
ing through Badenoch, to the great grief of his 
commander. 
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CHAPTER IL 

THE RETREAT OF DUNDEE. 

Therefore I pray you stay not to disoourse. 
But mount you presently. 

Shakspsark. 

The battle of Inyerlochy, as already stated, 
struck a dreadful panic into the Estates assembled 
at Ediabiirgb. It is supposed to have contributed 
great assistance to the stone, in killing their presi- 
dent the Earl of Lauderdale ; and Baillie hunself 
acknowledges, that, had Montrose immediately 
after come down into the Lowlands, he would have 
found no opposition in the Lennox, in Clydesdale, 
or in Ayrshire, " yea even to the gates of Edin- 
burgh. God," he adds, with a feeling of infinite 
thankfulness, << in mercy to us, put other thoughts 
in his head. He incontinent marched northward." 

It would have perhaps been Montrose's best 
policy to have seized this occasion for descending 
upon the capital, and endeavouring to break up the 
rebel government ; because, although his army was 
at present very small, the terrible character which 
its repeated victories, and especially the last, had 
acquired for it, would have probably compensated 
in a great measure the want of numerical force, and 
even perhaps disposed his opponents to yield to 
him before lus real strength was ascertained. He, 
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however, consiikred, and he was certainly the best 
judge of the case, that it would be better to employ 
some little time before such a' movement, in mar 
king the use of his last victory which he had origi* 
nally calculated upon when he determined to hsf 
2sard the battle; — namely, to draw together the 
loyal clans and families who had previously been 
only prevented from joining him by their terror of 
Argyle, but who, being now relieved from the do- 
mination of that tyrant, would, he felt assured, im- 
mediately flock to him, and, by their accessum, 
swell his army to such a respectable amount, as 
would not only enable him to ovOTwhdm the Scot- 
tish parliament, but also prove of most material ser- 
vice to the king in an expedition which he would 
immediately afterwards undertake against his ene- 
mies in England. 

Led by such views, after having spent only two 
or three days at Inverlochy, for the refreshment of 
lus men, and the securing of the spoil, he raised his 
anny, and, marching towards the north-east, de- 
scended along the course of the Spey into the pro- 
vince of Moray. The northern army which nad 
been collected to oppose him at Inverness, he.re- 
solved to pass unmolested, partly because he now 
apprehended little amioyance from it, and part- 
ly because he was unwilling to spend his lime in 
beleaguering a well-defendfid and well-provisioned 
town, such as Inverness then was. He diose ra« 
iher to direct his force against a great party of the 
gentry of Moray and their attendants, which he 
understood had been collected at Elgin, the capital 
of the province, by the covenanting parlkmentary 
committee, with the intention of opposing him^ or 
at least of endeavouring to protect the country from 
1^ ravages, but which he hoped to be able to draw 
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a¥er in a great meamire to his own aide wbea he 
•hoald appear bef<n« ^m* 

As he advanced-upoR Elgin, R depntation came 
to him from these gentlemen, << to deal with him»" 
as it was phrased; in other words, to andeavonr to 
propitiate him towards then* persons and estates. 
fekit the only answer he could gire them was, that 
** he would accept any who would join with him 
in his Majesty's serrice, and ohey him as the royal 
Ueatcnant." Before tlw answer could he returned 
l»y their commissioners, they had all disponed, and 
eTery one sUfted for Idmself.^ 

He entered Minray " with displayed banners,"* 
sliding b^bre him in all directions a proclamation, 
by which all the men of the province betwixt the 
ages of sixteen and sixty were commanded to rank 
under him for the king's sendee, under pain of being 
proceeded against with fire and swor^ a& avowed 
rebels. Under liie terrw of this denunciati<m, or 
perhaps raiher glad of it as a reason for deserting 
the CovMumt, the Laird of Grant, with three hun- 
dred men, the Earl of Seaforth, the Lairds of Plus- 
eardine and Losslyne, and Sir Robert Gordon of 
Gordonstone, almost inmiediately joined him. 
Tliese were decidedly the most influential men in 
the district; yet by far tlie greater part of the rest 
•till ^ught it liieir duty, or their safety, to hold 
back. He was therefore under the necessity of ex- 
ecntii^ military vengeance upon the houses and 
estates of Grange-hill, ft-odie, Cowbin, and Innes, 
whidi respectively belonged to four recusant gen- 
iSemen of great influence, as also upon the houses 
•f BaUmdallodb, Foyness, and Rtchash, all of 
whidi were ^ propwty of one gentleman of the 
same descriplaon, the Lmrd of BaUendalloch. Be- 
sides burning ^ houses and lands of these gentle- 
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men, and taking away or deatroying ereiy thing 
whidi they possessed in the shape of cattle or othmr 
property, he plundered ^ Tillage of GhomouU^and 
the bnds of Bnrgie, Lethen, and Dnfivs, and de- 
stroyed all the hoats and nets which he found upon 
the river Spey.' He has heen much hlamed for 
these deyastalions ; hut it ought to he recollected, 
that he was only practising what was then and long 
afiter considered ^e hest method of reducing a re- 
bellious country. It is, however, certain that he 
was obliged, in many instances, much against his 
own will, to allow of such proceedings, merely be- 
cause he could not satisfy the men who required 
Kcense for them at his hands, by any more regular 
mode of remuneraticm for their sendees. It would 
be well if ibe historians who sound the charge 
against him upon this subject, would look a little 
more attentively at his circumstances, at the general 
spirit of the age, and more especially at the previa 
ous conduct of his opponents, tyrannical as Uiey 
had been in imposing obnoxious oaths and duties 
upon the people, and in levying from them an enor- 
mous amount of men and taxes for the prosecntioii 
of their own selfish and ill-*6tarred enterprises. 

As Montrose advanced to Elgin, the inhabi- 
tants, at once indisposed towards his cause and 
afraid of his troops, almost all fled to the castle 
of Spynie, the strongest house in the province, 
carrying their most valuable goods with them; 
and such was the desolation of the town in conse- 
quence, that the Fair of St Fasten's Eve, which then 
usually gathered upon its streets a great part of 
the inhabitants of the north of Scotland, was f<Hr 
this year not held. To induce him to save the 
town frt>m conflagration, the magistrates gave ban 
four thousand merks, (about two hundred pounds,) 
c 2 
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batibe eonmon soyierB were so indigaant tit the 
fl^t of the i]thabitantB> and the remoyal ^ their ef- 
leefeBylhfit ^y could not herestained fin»n ^wider. 

On the ¥ary day he entered Elgin, February 19^ 
he was joined by Lord GinxIob, the eldest 8<m of 
the Martfois of Hun^ly, who had last year givea 
lum so much vexation by remaining with Ai^le, 
hnt who had now been induced, by the persuaoon 
of Ardnbald Gwdcm, by his own disgust at the 
ComenanterB, and by the crush whidi Argyle had 
ktely Teoeived, at togl^ to ^dare for me cause 
to i«4ik^ his affiBcdoDS and those of his family had 
idl along diroctedhhtt. The marquis received ^s 
young nobionan with a degree (d joy propwtioBr 
Ml to his great penoud merit, and to ^ Tahie of 
his family connexions ; aadhenoWBHideno^onbt 
of being speedily joined by ^e whole of that 
poiwtrful and jointed clan, whose services he had 
beiai so repeateidly, from untoward circumstances, 
disappointed in obtainmg. Accordingly, he was 
immdiaiely alter j«ned by Huntly's third son. 
Lord Lewis Gordon, against whom he had had 
^ honour of fighting, cmly four mf^itbs before, i^ 
Aberdeen, hut who had now, Vke his brother, 
ftMy teaolved to shake off the uneasy bondage of 
^ Covenant ; and he was informed that a great 
part of die clan was in the very act of preparing 
to follow the exam^ of thnr brave young lead- 
era. 

Soon findii^, therefm«, that he had little to ex- 
pect in Moray, but a great deal in Banffdiire and 
Aberdeenshire, Montrose thought prop^, on the 
4idi o£ March, to levre Elgin and cross the Sipey, 
As he went, he sent forward parties to raise t^ 
inhabitants, on the usual ahanative of destruction 
to Hm country ; and thus the towns of Cullen vad 
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Baaffy r^oMBg to yield obedience, were unreleiit- 
ingly plundered. Before he had proceeded far, 
learning that ^e ganrison of Inverness was exe- 
cuting the same species of vengeance upon the 
estates of the Moray gentlemen that had joined 
him, he generously permitted them all to go back 
to defend their own possessions, only taking them 
bomid npon then* parole, to omtinue faithfnl to 
the king, or at least not to jcnn the Covenanters.^ 
It must be recorded to the discredit of the Earl 
oi Seaf<Hrth, that he immediately broke this obh* 
gatioii by reverting to the Covenanters, whom, 
however, it appeared he had originally left with 
reluctance. 

At Strabogie or Gordon Castle, who'e Montrose 
pitched his camp after crossing the Spey, he had 
the mii^ortune to lose his eldest son Lord Graham, 
a youth of sixte^i, who had already displayed a 
promise of greatness almost equal to his own, and 
who had thus preferred accompanying his father 
through the pmils of his desultory campaigns, to 
every other and securer mode of life. When he 
had procured all the levies which Lord Gordon 
was f^e to raise amongst his clan, about five hun- 
dred foot, and a hundred and sixty horse, he mo- 
ved forward through Ban^yiire, with the intention 
<tf crossing the Dee and falling down upon the 
Lowlands by the way of Angus. In passing, he 
called at the House of Cullen, the lord of which, 
(the Earl of finlatOT,) he found, had left it in ^ 
duHTge of his lady, to seek refuge ainongst his fel- 
low patriots 9^ Edinburgh. His men intently 
plundered it of all its splendid furniture and plate, 
and were about to^set it on fire, when the count- 
ess, for five thom^and merks in hand, and the pro- 
mise of fifteen thousand more, purchased a respite 
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of that part of its sentence for the space of fifteen 
days.^ It is mentioned by Spalding, to the credit 
of the marqnis, that, notwithstanding the great in- 
flnence and zeal which the proprietor of tins house 
had exerted in the service of the CoTenanters, he 
did not destroy any of his lands. 

Previous to the 17th of March, Montrose had 
marched triumphantly, and without the least op- 
position, through the whole county of Aberdeen, 
marking his course, as in Banfiimire, with the 
flames of the property of his enemies. His first 
stage from Banff was to Tureff, in the neighbour- 
hood of which he destroyed sixty ploughs belong- 
ing to the Viscount Frendraught, together with d- 
most all the movable property of the three parishes 
of Inverkeithny,Forgue, and Dmmblate, the house 
of the minister of Forgne included. He thea 
marched by Inverory to Kintore, where he recei- 
ved a great reinforcement of militia, which had 
been raised by force for his service ^roughout 
Aberdeenshire. An incident had in the meantime 
occurred at Aberdeen, which occasioned him some 
uneasiness. 

He had sent Nathaniel Gordon to that city, 
along with Donald Farqidiarson, a great Highland 
adherent, and about eighty other well-horsed gen- 
tlemen, to seize a quantity of the enemy's stores 
lying there, and to keep a look-out for BaiUie's 
army, which he daily expected to approach him by 
that route. They had executed their conmiis»on 
80 feir, and finding no intelligence of the enemy, 
were taking their ease in the town, when, some ini- 
mical citizen having given notice of their unguard- 
ed condition, Major-General Hurry, second in 
command under Baillie, one evening arrived unex- 
pectedly, with an hundred and sixty horse and 
5 
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fool» at the g^ttea of Aberdeen^ and htfriag first se- 
€mnd tJie ay^iues of the town, immediately pro- 
ceeded to fall upon the unsuspecting cai^^dierB, 
many of whom they killed as they sat at wine, 
while the rest only escaped with th^ greatest dif- 
fkmlty, to carry the news to Montiose s camp. 
Am<mgst the slain was Donald Farquharson, << a 
braye gentleman,** says Spalding, << and one of the 
greatest captimis amoi^t ail Uie Highlanders of 
Scotland.** Hurry retired next day unmolested, 
carrying with him a numb^ of prisoners, who, as 
tutors to the Covenant, were immediately con- 
signed to the Tolbooth of Edinburgh. The fre- 
quency of such incidents as this, during the course 
oi the civil war, serves to show that, although a 
great deal of individual bravery was displayed at 
every stage of its progress, and in every pitched 
action, tbe belligerent parties never to me end 
kanwd to act with the cautious discretion of a re- 
gular soldiery. 

The magistrates of Aberdeen, who had a few 
days before obtained a promise from Montrose, 
that their city should be no more subjected to the 
license of his soldiers, to<^ great pains to assure 
hsm that they had no concern in this unhappy af- 
fair, which they feared might bring down upon 
them some terrmle token of his wrath. He had 
too strong a sense of justice, however, to confoimd 
the innocent with the guilty, and too much gene- 
roai^ to make the matter a pretext, as other ge* 
B^rais might have done, (cnm vtdpe infabuloy) for 
an exercise of indiscrimximte vengeance. He was 
ob%ed, it is true, at this time, to send a party to 
liie town to demand new clothing for his army, 
which cost the inhabitants a tax of ten thousand 
pounds Scottish money ; but so anxious was he to 
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prefierve his word in r^ard to private*deiH'edatioii0y 
that he caused his men to he quartered at a little 
distance wi^out the walls, and, on a few of the 
Irish remaining hehind, to raise exactions on their 
own private account, his major-general, MacCol, 
came presently hack, and, in Spalding's words, 
<< drove the rascals with sore skins out of the 
town hefore him."^ 

From Elintore, Montrose marched forward, up- 
on the 17^ of March, to Durris, in the shire of 
Kincardine, and from thence, on the 19th, to Stone- 
haven, where he set himself to heat up the quar- 
ters of the Earl Marischal. This nobleman, for- 
mm'ly his companion in arms, had now shut him- 
self up in the strong castle of Dunottar, along 
with no fewer than sixteen ministers and other per- 
sons of consideration ; irresolute, apparently, whe- 
ther to continue fiaithful to the Covenant, or to go 
over to the royalists, and only in the meantime 
anxious for security while he uiould consider the 
point in his own mind. Montrose, on the 20thy 
sent a letter from Stonehaven to Dimottar, re- 
quiring his lordship to come out and join him in 
the king's service, or else remain where he was 
'< upon his peril ;" and Marischal was half dispo- 
sed to accede to the former alternative, when un- 
fortunately the ministers interfered, and persuaded 
him to hold out. Montrose, immediately on re- 
ceipt of his lordship's answer, which declared in a 
neutral style, that << he would not he against the 
country," sent his men to plunder and bum the 
lands of Dunottar; which they did with all their 
customary promptitude and rigour, setting fire, 
moreover, to the neighbouring town of Stonenaven, 
as well as to all the fishing-boats which lay in the 
harbour. Lord Marischal, from the walls of his 
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caslle, beheld the defttruetion which thus indiscri- 
minately overtook his propoty, and that of his 
tenants and d^^endents ; and it is said, that the 
sight prodaced such a change in his sentiments, 
tlMit he expressed regret for having refused to join 
Mcmtrose. But the celebrated Mr Andrew Cant, 
who happened to be one of his garrison of minis- 
ters, once more edified his first resolution, by tell« 
ing him that the smoke which he saw ascending 
from his worthless worldly goods, would be '^ a 
sweetHsmelling incense in the nostrils of ^e Lord!*' 

Before removing from this quarter of the coun- 
ty, Montrose also burnt the lands of Fetteres- 
so, including an extensive deer-park, the innocent 
inhabitants of which, although they fled at sight 
of the flames, were unsparingly seized . and slain. 
He moreover burnt the village of Cowie, near 
Stonehaven, as also the manse of the minister of 
Dunottar. . It isaremarkable feature of the campaign 
in which he was now engaged, that he had no greats 
er mercy for the property of the clergy than fe 
that of the secular persons who were obnoxious 
to him. He perhi^s considered that, as these par- 
sonages had been in some measure the authors of 
the war, or at least its prime managers, and as they 
were now the most zealous and infuriate enemies 
he had, it was but proper that they should suffer a 
portion of the natural consequences of their indis- 
creet zeal, and endure their share of his just resent- 
ment. 

The Covenanting army, which Argyle had dis- 
patched, in January, to fall upon Montrose's front, 
whOe he himself came up in his rear, and which, 
on learning the issue of the battle of Inverlochy, had 
marched but very slowly, was now lying at Bre- 
chin, under Baillie and Hurry, with the intention 



d by Google 



36 THB R&TREAT OF OUN0KE. 

of int^cep^g the royslkts in thw detcent vpoa 
the Lowlands. It wius considerably superior k 
numbers, and particularly in horse, to Montrose't 
artny ; but, although commanded by men of experi- 
ence and gallantry, its strength was inipaired and 
its motions clogged to a ruinous degree by a com- 
mittee of parliamentary civilians, which the Estates 
had seen fit to impose up<m the nominal command- 
ers, as their supreme counsellors and guides. 

Montrose, calculating that he would be obliged 
to fight a pitched battle with this host before get- 
ting down upon the low countxy, moved forward 
to Fettercaim, a village about eight miles short of 
their camp, where he proposed to rest till such 
time as they should betray their intentions by some 
movement. While he was lying here. Hurry, who 
had the command of the horse, came out with six 
hun^^ of his troopers, to inspect the condition^ 
and if possible ascertain the numbers, of the royal 
army. Montrose got early intelligence of his ap- 
proach, and prepared for it by pladng the few 
horse he had (under two hundred) on a conspicu- 
ous place in advance of his camp, with a strong 
body of his best musketeers belund in a hollow. 
Hurry, seeing only the horse, made no scruple to 
attack a troop apparently so much inferior to him 
in strength; but Montrose then brought out his 
concealed musketeers, and gave him a reception so 
different from what he expected, that he at once 
ordered a retreat. The Covenanting troopers were 
dreadfully frightened, and retired in great confu- 
sion; but Hurry, who, though a me^e soldier of 
fortune, was a man of singular bravery and con- 
duct, protected them so well by fighting in their 
rear, that they got over the North Esk, and return- 
ed to the camp at Brechin, with little real damage. 
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For s<nne days aifter this rencounter, no move* 
ment was made by either army ; a mutual respect 
fcfr each other's strength and character apparently 
inspired both commanders with a reluctance to 
give or provoke battle. At length, Montrose con- 
ceived iJie idea of eluding Baillie, and getting into 
^ke Lowlands without fighting him. He was only 
obliged, before executing such a project, to send 
back the greater part of the Gordons to their own 
country, to protect it from the vengeance which 
Baillie might then be at liberty to execute upon it.*' 
Having done this, he passed, with the remainder of 
his army, along the skirts of the Grampians, to- 
wards Dunkeld, where he intended to cross the 
Tay. Baillie made no direct attempt to stop him ; 
bu^ hovering on his flank, contented himself with 
preserving such a position as seemed sufficient to 
prevent him from making his intended descent. 
The two armies paused for two days opposite to 
each other, (March 29 and 30,^) on the different 
banks of the river Isla; and Montrose sent a 
trumpeter to Baillie, proposing either to permit 
him to cross the water, for the purpose of fighting 
a pitched battle, or that Baillie should allow him 
to go over to the other side for the same purpose, 
the stationary party in either case engaging upon 
his word of honour to abstain from attacking the 
other till he should declare himself ready to fight. 
But to this proposal, so much in the spirit of an- 
cient chivdry, Baillie only replied, with character- 
istic surliness, that he would << look to his own 
business himself, and did not require other men to 
teach him when to fight." The armies then pro- 
ceeded on their former route, Montrose towards 
Dunkeld, and Baillie towards Perth, which they 
both reached about the same time. When Mon- 
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trose thus saw that he could not well get into the 
Lowlands without encountering the Covenanting 
army, he resolved to keep close to the mountains^ 
and only to harass the enemy hy those occasional 
and desultory sallies which his adherents were 
sure to manage with dexterity and success. 

The very first expedition of this sort which he 
undertook, was one which showed his own ad-> 
dress and that of his men in a very striking point 
of view. Being informed hy his scouts that the 
Covenanters had gone south to the fords of Forth, 
there to intercept the passive which they helieved 
lie still designed to make over that river into the 
jsouth of Scotland, he suddenly conceived the de- 
sign of making an infally or onslanght, as the 
phraseology of the times variously termed it, upon 
ihe town of Dundee, which, hy reason of the 80uth-» 
ward march of the enemy, happened to be left 
completely exposed and unprotected. According- 
ly, upon the evening of the dd of April, having firot 
sent off all the weakest of his men, together with 
his baggage, to Brechin, he himself led an hundred 
and fifty horse and six himdred picked musketeers 
down upon that city, which, by marching all night, 
he reached about ten o'clock next forenoon. Dun- 
dee, which was then one of the largest and most 
opulent towns in Scotland,^ had previously excited 
the enmity of Montrose by its general zeal in the 
opposite cause, and particidarly by its refusal to 
admit him after the battle of Tippermuir. Its 
citizens were destined^ on the present occasion, to 
give still another and perhaps deeper cause of of- 
fence, by imprisoning the drummer whom he sent 
to summon them to surrender. When he learned 
that they had put this afiront upon him, he at once 
granted the permission which his men desired> to 
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fall upon the towiiy and treat it with the extremi- 
ty of military execution. Under the command of 
Lord Gordon and Alaster MacCol, they attacked 
at in three places simultaneously : the citizens fired 
cannon from their ports, and made otherwise as 
stout a resistance as possible ; but nothing could 
withstand the fury of the soldiery, flushed as they 
were at once with indignation and cupidity. A few 
minutes saw the town completely in the hands of 
the assulants. A scene of plunder and outrage 
then commenced, such as himianitv shudders to 
contemplate, but which must nevertheless, it is to 
be feared, always form part of the consequences of 
a civil war. llie church and market-place w^e 
at once broken open and plundered. The houses 
of the citizens, and especially their wine-vaults, 
were next ransacked ; and finally, fire was put to 
the town on its east and north quarters, and a 
great portion of it, including the whole of the dis- 
trict called the Bonnet Hill, burnt down. The 
«ack continued till late in the afternoon, when at 
length a period was put to it by an unexpected 
Dccurrence.- 

Montrose had not himself taken any part in the 
«cene. He contented himself with surveying it 
from the top of the neighbouring hill called Dim- 
dee Law. He was there quietly waiting till his 
men should have completed their dreadful work, 
when suddenly his scouts came up, almost breath- 
less with haste, to inform him, that, instead of 
having gone over the Tay towards the Forth, as 
was supposed, the Covenanters were marching as 
fast as mey could down the Carse of Gowrie, to 
the relief of Dundee, having in reality never yet 
gone a foot farther south than Perth. Such was 
p)o truly the case. These scouts, with culpable 
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negligence, had mistaken an apparent intention fot 
a real transaction, and brought their master infor- 
mation that the Covenanters were gone to the 
Forth, after having only seen a few of them cross 
over the Tay I Intelligence of this attack upon 
Dundee had reached them soon after it took place ; 
and Baillie had then hastily put himself at the head 
of two regiments of horse, and, commanding his 
foot to follow as fast as possible, had set off at the 
gallop to the relief of tne town. He was within 
two miles of Montrose's position at the time the 
scouts came to communicate the akuming news. 

A council of war was immediately held on the 
top of the Law, at which various proposals for the 
conduct of the army under such distressing circum- 
stances, were hastily proposed and warmly dis- 
cussed. Some counseled that the officers and the 
horse shoidd immediately ride o£P, leaving the foot 
to their fate, conceiving it to be impossible to bring 
off the latter by any means, as they were both far 
tigued with the morning's march, and overwhelm- 
ed with the drink and prey which they had got in 
the town. Others proposed that, as they con- 
ceived the case to be desperate, they should all 
united stand out against General Baillie, and only 
endeavour to sell their lives as dearly as they 
could. Montrose, however, rejected the first oif 
these proposals as ungenerous, and the other as 
rash. He had resolved in his own mind upon a 
different course. Having commanded a retreat to 
be sounded, and the men to be called out of the 
town, he went down himself, made a selection of 
the weakest and most inebriated, sent them off in 
advance, and finally he himself, with the horse and 
best musketeers, closed the rear. The route which 
he chose was not the most direct for the hills, or 
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for die position of his main body, but lay in the 
direction most nearly opposite to that in which his 
enemies were advancing. 

It was six oclock, and the evening was just 
dosing in, when he commenced his retreat. Al« 
most at the same instant, Generals Baillie and 
Hurry entered with their whole army, horse and 
foot, at the other extremity of the town. A con- 
siderable space of time had elapsed between the 
alarm and the real approach of the troops; for Bail- 
lie, although he came nearer the town much sooner 
Vfiih his horse, diought proper to wait till he should 
be reinforced with his foot, before he made the at- 
tack ; and thus Montrose's men had got time to 
collect and retire. Baillie, however, no sooner ar- 
rived, and learned from some prisoners the num- 
bers and route of the royalists, than he ordered his 
army to be divided into two parts, one of which 
should make a circuit and endeavour to get a-head 
of the fugitives, while the other came up directly in 
the rear ; an arrangement which, he expected, would 
be attended with their complete destructi(»i. To 
animate his men to the work, he told them that 
twenty thousand crowns should be the reward of 
the brave fellow who brought him Montrose's 
head. 

The Covenanters immediately set out upon their 
various duties ; and it was to Imve been expected, 
when the number and circumstances of Montrose's 
men were considered, that they would fall an easy 
prey to so powerful a force. The advantages of 
the two armies were, however, more nearly balan- 
ced than they appeared to be. The royalists, 
though few, were picked riien ; they were, more- 
over, although in retreat, extremely confident. 
Baillie's men, on the other hand, were not inspi- 
d2 
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red with a very strong desire of doing battle witir 
the terrible warriors they were cdled upon to pur- 
sue. Nor were the commanders themselves una- 
nimous in counselling an attack. Hurry, who 
commanded the horse, with which that attack 
should have been made, expressed ayersion to such 
a movement, and failed to take the necessary mea* 
sures for accomplishing it. Thus it happened, that 
although a great tumultuary force went in pursuit 
of Montrose, there was no decisive order giv^i for 
the movement of the men, and no concerted mea- 
sures laid down for their various evolutions. They 
made several attacks upon the rear of Montrose*s 
host, and endeavoured to assail it in other direc- 
tions, but they were invariably received with so 
sharp and destructive a fire, were, moreover, so 
much fetigned with their march, and so much per- 
plexed by the darkness of the night and the irre- 
solution of their leaders, that instead of making 
any serious impression, they were soon obliged t& 
retire, and leave Monti'ose to pursue his way un-» 
disturbed. 

Montrose reached Arbroath, a town sevente^i 
miles east from Pundee, long before day-break. 
His men had then marched about fifty miles, and 
existed nearly two days, without rest or sleep. It 
might have been expected, that, utterly unable to 
resist the force of nature any longer, they would 
have now sunk exhausted in slumber, wiuiout re- 
gard to the fate which might overtake them before 
they should awake. To have yielded, however, in 
any such way to their sensations, was seen by 
Montrose to involve certain destruction, their po- 
sition being now such that Baillie could easily se- 
parate them from their main body at Brechin, and 
either cut them down at leisure in the morning 
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with the sabres of his troopers, or drive them into 
the equally unsparing sea. He saw it to be neces- 
sary for their salvation, that bef<He momuig they 
shcmld make still another forced march. He point- 
ed out the necessity to them, and called upon them 
to brace their nerves for the undertaking. They 
fiurtmiately were possessed of suffici^it firmness 
and enthusiasm to encounter the task, dreadful aa 
k was. 

The march which he determined upon was eer* 
tainly, wh^i its direction is considered, one of the 
strangest and most adventurous ever projected or 
achieved by any generaL Instead of st^ding north- 
ward along the coast, m the directi<m most remote 
from the position of his enemies, as almost any 
other commander would have done under similar 
circumstances — ^instead of flying in a line at all 
calculated to lead him away dir^ly from what he 
had most to dread, he turned short about from the 
gates of Arbroath, made almost a right angle with 
his form^ course, led his men in a north-westerly 
direction, right athwart the county of Forfar, and, 
before morning, got across the South £sk at Ca- 
riston Castle, where he was within three or fom* 
miles of the Grampian hills. Baillie had mean- 
while drawn his army round towards the north, 
and had taken up his quarters for the night at For- 
far, — a point from which he concaved he should 
be able to command Montrose at Arbroath, so that 
he supposed he would have nothing else to do but 
fall down upon him at his leisure in the morning, 
in order to make root and branch work of himself 
and his miserable little band. But sev^^l hours 
before this calculated period of vengeance arrived, 
his devoted victims had passed close by his very 
stde^ got away half an ordinary day's mtunch beyond 
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him, and, setting their backs to the firm wall of 
the Grampians, were able to put both his pnrsait 
and his attadc at defiance. A glance at the map of 
Scotland will enable the reader more folly to com- 
prehend how completely Montrose had thus eluded 
nis enemy, and by what a prodigious exertion. 

When the royalists reached Cariston, they had 
traversed about seventy miles of rough and diffi- 
cult country, chiefly in the dark, and without rest 
or sleep. It may be supposed that, when they at 
length were enabled to stop with safety, they 
would enjoy the refreshment so necessary to them 
with peculiar zest« It was, accordingly, with no 
small vexation, that they were roused during the 
course of the day from their hard but agreeable 
repose, by intelligence of the approach of the ene- 
my. BaUlie had no sooner learned the evasive 
trick Montrose had played him, than, thinking yet 
to overtake him, he got his troops in motion from 
Forfar ; and such was the haste he made, that his 
horse were in sight of Montrose's bivouac before 
that general was aware. The men were imme* 
diately roused from their lairs, though not without 
such difficulty that many did not awake even when 
pricked with swords ;^^ and in a few minutes the 
whole were once more in motion towards the hills. 
By retiring three miles farther into the recesses of 
Glenesk, he at length reached a place where he 
could not possibly be approached; and Baillie 
then saw fit to abandon the pursuit altogether. 

It must be mentioned, that in the meantime the 
main body of the royalists, ^diich had been placed 
at Brechin while Montrose made his attack upon 
Dundee, having received timely notice of the ap- 
proach of Baillie's army^ was also by this time 
aafe from pursuit, along with all the baggage, in 
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some other recesses of the Grampians, from which 
they were easily able next day to form a junction 
with their general. 

Montrose had thus accomplished a retreat, which 
for boldness of design, and masterliness of execu- 
tion, not to speak of its innumerable difficulties 
and dangers, might vie, says one of his historians, 
with any such military transaction on record. The 
Covenanters looked upon the affair as a sort of 
victory, merely, it would appear, in consideration 
of the circumstance, that their generals had cau- 
sed << the great rebel" to fly ; and Baillie devoutly 
terms it in his Letters a pleasant << blink" of God 
upon benighted Scotland. But Montrose, by the 
extraordinary skill and exertion which enabled him 
to set at nought an enemy who ought properly to 
have devoured him> had in reality tbe only honour 
in the transaction. If the thing could be at all a 
question. Bishop Wishart has since set it at rest 
by recording, Uiat among the most experienced 
officers on the Continent, he had frequraitlv heard 
the retreat of Dundee prefisrred, as an exhilntioii 
of generalship, to Montrose's greatest and most 
hard-won victories. 
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CHAPTER III. 



THE BATTLES OP AULDEARN AND ALFORD* 



- One to ten I 



Lean raw4)oned raacals ; who would e'er fuppose 
They bad sueh courage and audacity ? 

SdAKSPlEARB. 

The subsequent proceedings of the armies, how* 
ever, and of the Parliamentary Committee, proved 
incontestably the advantage which Montrose had 
ffained by the affair. The latter body, in whose 
nands lay at this period the whole management of 
the kingdom, having now apparently lost all hope 
of suppressing Montrose by their present superior 
army, sent over to Ireland an order for another 
thousand of the disciplined troops which they kept 
there. Till they should arrive, Baillie and Hurry 
were commanded to dispose themselves only in 
such a way as seemed most likely to protect the 
Lowlands, in the meantime, from the ravages of 
Montifose. Baillie was to remain with the greater 
portion of the army at Perth, to defend the passes 
to the capital and tne southern shires ; while Hurry 
was to go northward to Moray, at the head of a 
smaller portion, with which, being joined by the 
ffarrison of Inverness and all possible volunteer ad- 
herents of the Covenant, it was hoped he would be 
able to prevent the arch-enemy from making an- 
other descent upon that portion of Lowland terri- 
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toiy. By thus, as it were, drawing a chain of gar* 
risons round the Highland frontier, they yirtually 
acknowledged themselves reduced, for the present, 
to the miserable expedient of acting on the de- 
fensive. 

Montrose was, on the other hand, wonderfidly 
little concerned at his confinement in the High- 
lands. He could have easily called up the great 
body of the Highland clans, most of which had, 
since the battle of Inverlochy, been absent upon* 
furlough ; and then he could have made a vigo- 
rous and in all probability a successful push at 
some of the Lowland points which his enemies were 
so anxious to defend. But he preferred, for some 
unknown reason, the alternative of lurking in his 
fastnesses. He even consented. At this moment,' 
to permit the remainder of his Aberdeenshire and 
Moray allies, under the command of Lord Gwdon^ 
to go home for the defence of their country from 
the ravages of Hmry. He seemed content in the 
meantime to attenuate his force to the smallest 
possible degree, and to assiune as gentle and us- 
alarming an appearance as he considered safe ; pos*" 
sibly Upon the principle of the great Indian snake, 
whidi is said to starve itself dowirvto the utmost 
tenuity of form, only that it may be able to make 
the surer and deadlier spring upon its contem« 
plated prey. 

While in this slender and obscure condition, he 
executed one little enterprise in the face of the 
enemy which was not without its merit as a piece 
of generalship. Learning by letter that the Lord 
Aboyne, second son of the Marquis of Huntly, 
had, with other noblemen and g^itlemen to the 
amount ef about thirty, broken out of Carlisle, 
through the Parliamentary troops then besi^ing. 
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k, and were now joiiraeyiiig towards him through 
the Lowlands of SootJand, he resolved to descend 
towards some point as near the low coilntry as 
possible, where he might meet, and give all the 
protection in his power to a band which had dis* 
played so much romantic gallantry far his sake. 
Haying previously concerted measurea with his 
major-general, the faithful MacCol, he took with 
him all the force which he now retained about him, 
{reckoning, it is said, only five hundred foot and 
fifty horse,) and^ thus attended, he wheeled round 
by Dunkeld to Crieff, a point where he was as near 
the Lowlands as Baillie was at Perth, and from 
which he could have eamly, had he wished, made 
die descent whidi that general was commissioned 
to prevent* It was only when he had reached ihat 
town, which is seventeen miles directly west from 
P^rth, that Baillie became apprised of his adventu^ 
rous movement. It was immediately seen neces- 
sary, however, by the Parliamentary Committee, 
that an attack i^ould be made upon him befcnre he 
got any frorther south. This Baillie resolved to at- 
tempt by night, so as to give him, if possible, a 
sort of counter-surprise. Montrose was, however, 
carefrd on this occasion, somewhat contrary to his 
general practice, to guard against such a move- 
ment. Gretting timely notice of the march of the 
Parliamentary army, he roused and arrayed his 
Httle band, so as to fit them for either a fight or a 
retreat ;^ and he iJien rode forward himself, with a 
troop of horse, to ascertain the strength in which 
the enemy was moving. On approaching them, he 
discovered that they were in friU fwoe, and about 
five times his own strength ; so, immediately riding 
back to Crieff, he commanded his foot to dive with 
all expedition into the wild fastness at the head o£ 
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SttBthernei whkh was onl j eight mr ten miles west 
frcHD their present position, while he with ^ horse, 
by remaining behind, should take care to protect 
them from the fast-advancing cavalry of the enemy. 

This retreat was managed with his customary 
address. The foot, marching on as fast as they 
could, soon reached that narrow pass at the outlet 
of Loch Erne, which he had indicated as their 
place of refuge. He himself cov^^ their rear 
with his handful of horse, repeatedly charging 
back upon and repelling the ^lemy, when they 
i^]»oadied too near* After retiring behind the 
pass^ he of course was safe from all farther annoy* 
atice, or the possibility of it, by merely planting a 
small band to sentinel the foot-path. He took up 
his quarters for the ensuing night upon ibe pleasant 
hades of Loch Erne. 

On the succeeding day, April 19, he proceeded 
from Loch Erne through Balquhidder, toMonteith ; 
and there, at the fud of Cargoes, he had the satis- 
bicdaa of meeting the gallant little band which he 
had come to protect. It comprised, besides the 
Viscoimt Aboyne, the Master of Napier, Stirling 
of Keir, and Hay of Dalgetty. 

While at this sotithm-ly point, he ran a great 
risk of being cut off from all recess to the High- 
lands by BsSUie's army; but he had provided for 
that contingency. Just as they were about to 
close in bc^d him from Stratheme, they were 
suddenly called away in quite an opposite direc- 
tion, by intelligence that, during their temporary 
absence from Perth, Alaster MacCol, with two 
hundred Highlanders, had broke down upon the 
Campbells in the lordship of Cupar- Angus, and 
upon the lands of the Arch-Covenanter Lord Bal" 
meriaoch, the whole of which he had spoiled and 
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burnt, killing mweover the minist^ of Cupar, and 
routing a troop under Lord Balcarras, which, hap- 
pening to lie in the neighbourhood, had endea^ 
voured to interrupt his ravages. The dirersioa 
thus skilfully produced, not only relieved Mon- 
trose from all danger of being enclosed in Monteitby 
but also enabled him to perform an expedition 
which he now found to be necessary, but which 
must have otherwise been attended with peculiar 
difficulty. 

This eiroedilion was occasioned by the distress 
in which Lord Grordon was at this period involved 
in the north country, by the advance of Hurry* 
When Montrose learned what was going on in 
that quarter — ^that Hurry was plundering the coun- 
try, and threatening the whole clan Gordon with 
destruction — ^he adopted the resolution of march^ 
ing directly north, at once for the purpose of protect- 
ing these valuable friends, and iJiat he might havd 
a chance of crushing the northern Covenanting fcnxe 
by one blow, whidi he knew he could never ex- 
pect to do if it should be joined to ihe army now 
tying in Perthshire. WhUe Baillie, therefore, waft 
vainly seeking to punish MacCol for his infall upon 
Cupar- Angus, Montrose went directly northward, 
through Strath Tay and Athole, to the head of 
Aberdeenshire, raising the Highluiders everywhere 
as he went along, and receiving back to his stand-^ 
ard the very adherent of whom the Presbyterian 
general was in search ; neither Baillie being in the 
meantime aware of his departure, nor Hurry ap- 
prised of his advance. On one of the first days of 
May he descended upon Auchindown, where Lord 
Gordon had taken refuge ; joined the forces of 
that nobleman, amounting in all to about fourteen 
hundred ; and then, before Hurry was dware of hit 
6 
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being over the Grampians, he suddenly appeared 
behind him at his position on the plains of Stra- 
bo^ 

Horry, (who had only aboat a thousand foot 
and six nnndred horse,) on learning that Montrose 
bad approadhed so near him and with a superior 
force, was seized with a dreadful panic, and imme- 
diately made all the haste he could towards Invert 
ness, ioT the purpose of strengthening himself by 
the north country Highlanders, and other troops, 
which for some time had been rendezroused there. 
Montrose followed fast upon his heek through 
Elgin and Forres ; but he was ^labled to mi^ 
good his retreat by the darkness of the night and 
,the superiority of his cavahy.- 

<^ reaching Inverness, and being reinforced by 
;lbe troops lying there, he all at once became an 
overmatch for Montrose, and changed his defen- 
sive for an ofiensive aspect. He marched back the 
V^y next day to Naini, designing with his whole 
host to attack Montrose, who, he learned, had set 
Jumself down at a village three or four miles to the 
eastward, called Auld^un. Montrose would now 
^ve willingly avoided battle ; but, learning that 
Baillie wai» rapidly following him through the 
Highlands, and seeing that he would soon have 
two armies instead of one to encounter, he was 
obliged to Inrace his nerves to a meeting with 
Huiry, for the purpose of suppressing him in ^e 
£rst place, and thereby reducing the aggregate g£ 
enemies which threatened, otherwise, soon to over* 
whelm him. He therefore retained his position at 
Auldearn. It was on the 4th of May, or, accord- 
ing to various authorities^ the 9th, (1645,) that the 
two armies came in sight of each other. 

The odds against which Montrose had to con- 
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tend on the present occasion, were much greater^ 
if not in numerical force, at least in real strength, 
than in any of his former battles. The general op- 
posed to him was here for the first time one of com- 
plete military experience; the army for the first time 
contained a respectable proportion of disciplined 
men. Hmry's army consisted of five regular regi- 
ments; Lothian's and Loudoun's, which he had car- 
ried north with him ; Lawers's (that is, Campbell 
the Laird of Lawers's) which he found in ganison 
at Inyemess ; and two which the Earls of Suther- 
land and Seaifbrth had sent down to him from their 
remote and hyperborean territories ; besides seyend 
irregular bodies fdmned by the Frasers, Rossei^ 
Munroes, Macintoshes, and other Covenantingdans, 
and by ^e retainers of ^e Eari of Finlater, the 
Laird of Innes, the Lairds of Boyne and Birkenbog, 
and various oth«r Moray and Aberdeenshire gentle- 
men, who assumed the same side. It amounted al- 
tc^^ether to the sum of three thousand five hundred 
foot and about six hundred horse. 

Montrose, on the other hand, had only about fif- 
te«i hundred foot and two hundred horse ; for, al- 
though he first appeared in the province with more, 
almost all the Higfalanders had since then been 
obliged to go home, to protect their country from 
the ravages which they learned that Baillie was 
making upon it in his progress northward. He 
thus reckoned someUiing under one to two in the 
matter of foot, and about one to three in point of 
horse. To diminish still farther his chance of suc- 
cess, his present army did not entirely consbt of 
the practised and confident warriors who had 
achieved such wonders with him at Tipparmuir, 
Aberdeen, and Inverlochy ; but was at least half 
composed of the Gordons and other allies of recent 
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accesdon, who had never yet stood fire against any 
enemy. It would have been, however, a tndy pro- 
digious disadvantage, which this singularly giifted 
general could not overcome* 

He seems to have calculated for success, in this 
battle, almost entirely on generalship and artificer 
In the first place, he chose a peculiarly excellent 
position, and made an exquisitely skilful arrange-' 
ment of his troops. The ground he selected was 
a sort of hollow behind or to the east of the ridge 
on whidi stands the village of Auldearn, and behind 
various other heights, whidi stretch northward from 
that village towards the house of Both. He ar- 
ranged his army in two wings or divisions. One^ 
consisting of the Gordons and the horse, he placed 
jOn the left, to the south of the village ; the other, 
comprehending the Irish and Highlanders, he ar« 
ranged on the right, amidst the gardens and en*' 
dosed fields to the north of Auldearn. The former 
be commanded in pers<m, with Lord Gordon under 
him ;^ the latter was given to the charge of Alaster 
MacCoL The entire village, intervening betwixt 
the two bodies, was only occupied by a few foot, 
who, however, displayed a numb^ of banners, and 
passed off for a main body. He gave the chaise 
of the royal standard — a large yellow banner — ^to 
MacCol, in the expectation that it would induce 
the enemy to attack him with their best regiments ; 
in which case, as they wer6 sure to be difficulted in 
charging, by the nature of the ground on which 
MacCol was placed, he calculate upon deciding 
the day by attacking their flank obliquely with his 
left wing at the moment of disl3*es8, when the whole 
were almost sure of being thrown into irremediable 
.confusion. 

The battle turned out almost exactly a» he had 
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calculated. Hurry, on approaching, found it total- 
ly impossible to comprehend the arrmigements of 
an enemy who had taken up so mysterious a posi* 
tion, but was induced by the sight of the royal 
standard on the right wing, to direct his strength 
chiefly upon that point. His m^i not only met 
there with a warm reception from MacCol, but pre- 
sently became confused by reason of the enclosures 
and ditches throu^ whidh they had to make thdr 
charge. When Montrose saw them in that condi- 
tion, he brought forward ^e left wing, which, l^ 
an arrangement similar to that of Epaminondas at 
Leuctra, was mudh the strongest, and made a furi- 
ous flank attack upon ^e great mass of the Cove- 
nanting enemy. This, bemg diiefly composed of 
raw Highland foot, probably averse to the caxise, 
was quite unable to withstend the diarge of the 
Gordon chivalry, led as it was by such men as 
Montrose, Lord Grordon, and the brave Sir Natha- 
niel. Hurry saw the advantage his opponent had 
gained, and endeavoured to neutralize it by order- 
ing his whole horse to ^e support of the wavering 
lines on his right. But the commanding officer — a 
Captain Drummond^-either through treadiery or 
stupidity, misapprehended the ord^, and, wheeling 
to the left instead of the right, only threw the dis- 
ciplined regiments who were contending witli Mac- 
Col into greater confusion. 

This is but an outline of what took place : A 
number of circumstances remain to be detailed. 
Just as the engagement was about to commence, 
Lord Gordon had dispatched a messenger to Alas- 
ter MacCol on the opposite wing; reminding him of 
a contract which had anciently been made between 
their families, to the effect that, in case of civil dis- 
order,' neither should appear in arms against the 
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Other ; and proposing that at this interesting m»- 
mait, when he (Lwd Gdrdon) was on the point of 
fighting his first hattle> they should renew the leagne, 
by exchanging into each other's ccnnmand a portion 
of eadi <^er's troops. MacCol, immediatdy agree- 
ing to the proposal) sent ninety of his tried soldiers 
to Lord Gordim, who, in return, sent three hundred 
ei his men to MacCol. Bnt> says the Red Book 
of Claaranald, whidi records this strange transac- 
^n, it was a bad exchange to MacCol ; for these 
men, who were never engaffed in war before, and 
who entertinned an idea that they could not act 
without h(Nse to protect them, bdiaved but very 
poorly in the ensuing conflict. ^< Alaster," con- 
tinues this minute chronicler, << perceiving when he 
drew up his men that he had only a hundred and fifty 
of his own soldiers, put twenty of them in the front 
rank, and twenty-five in the second rank, and drew 
up the three hundred Gordons in the middle ; and 
he himself marched before the whole. The regi- 
ment immediately opposed to them was that of the 
Laird of Lawers, men tried in arms, and the valiant 
gentlemen, the Mackafizies of Lewis, along with 
them. A stout battle ensued, as is usual in such 
situations ; but the Gordons not being accustomed 
to such hard work, as soon as they heard the 
whistling of a ball, or the sound of an arrow, they 
bowed meir heads or turned away from it. When 
MacCol perceived that, he went always back, and 
beckoned them with his hand to take courage and 
keep order ; but they were hard put to, and I my- 
self knew certain men who were obliged to kill 
some of them to prevent their flight. When the 
enemy percdved that, they set upon them furious- 
ly. Alaster therefore ordered them back to the en- 
closure which they had forsaken before ; but the 
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pikes and arrows of the enemy galled them much, 
and killed a great number of them on both sides of 
the wall, before they got into the enclosure.*' 

The truth is, if Bishop Wishart is to be believed, 
'Montrose had ordered MacCol to keep within the 
'enclosures where he was placed, and attempt no 
more than to defend his position, so as to keep that 
wing of the enemy in play while he should endea- 
vour to overwhelm them by a flank charge with the 
troops under his own command. MacCol, in whose 
bravery much rashness was mingled, had permitted 
himself to be drawn forth from his secure fastness, 
by the insulting language of the enemy ; and the 
-consequences of his movement might have been fa- 
tal, but for his own indomitable spirit and the ad- 
dress of his general. That great man, being in- 
formed by a messenger of the condition to which 
MacCol nad reduced himself, immediately put on 
a cheerful countenance, and, shouting to the men 
that MacCol was engrossing all the glory of the 
victory by his conduct on the right wing, called 
upon them to push forward after him, and endea^ 
vour to obtain a share of what was going. Inspired 
by his address, they made the charge which. has 
been already described, and that with such force 
and effect, as, joined to the mistake of Captain . 
Drummond, restored the balance of advantage 
which MacCol had lost, and decided the fortune 
i)f the day. 

To pursue the recital of MacCol's behaviour, 
whidi has been given with much minuteness by 
the Clanranald bard : When retiring with his men 
to the enclosures which they had so injudiciously 
^juitted, this brave captain moved behind all the 
•rest, his back towards his own position, and his 
£[ice to the foe, as if anxious to intercept with his 
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otim person all the danger he had been the meaas 
of iHinging upon his men. As the enemy wessed 
on him, and endeavoured to kill him wiw their 
pikes, he received their thrusts upon the target 
which he bore on his left arm, while with his 
broadswOTd he hewed away, either at the persons 
of his assailants, or at the weq;)onB which they di-* 
rected against him. The line of his retreat fortu- 
nately lay through a narrow lane, so that only a 
few of the enemy could assail him at once, and 
these few only in firont. Their long pikes, how- 
ever, would have certainly enabled them to dis- 
patch him, if he had not possessed the amaaring 
strength of arm which has already been mentioned 
as one of his chief military qualincations. By dint 
of this strength, he cut off the heads of all the 
weapons presented to him, sometimes more than 
one at a time, and by one particular stroke, as is 
credibly repeated, no fewer than five. 

Before he got all the men back into the enclo- 
sure, his swoi3 brdke; but he immediately got an- 
other from his Inrother-in-law, Davidson of Ardna* 
cross, and with it continued to defend himself. He 
at last got into the ^iclosnre, but not without lea- 
ving out a brave companion in arms, named Ro- 
nald Maddnnon. TMs man continued to defend 
himself for some time with great resolution, hew- 
ing away at the pike-heads, in much the same way 
that MacCol had done ; but he was at length trans- 
fixed in the breast w^ five points at once, and 
had his tongue pinned to his cheek by an arrow. 
When MacCol saw his condition, he advanced 
once more beyond the enclosure, and having first 
struck off the head of one foeman with his sword, 
soon succeeded in getting the woimded man drag- 
ged within the gate, after which the whole were 
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safe for the time, except from the arrows of the 
enemy which fell among them. MacCol lost se^ 
Veral men in this sally and retreat, and had ahont 
seventeen woimded. 

It was just at this moment that Montrose mad^ 
his vigorous charge upon the opposite extremity 
and flank of the Covenanting army. MacCol ncl 
sooner observed, or was informed of the motion, 
than, notwithstanding the ch^k he had got for a 
similar movement, he rushed with all his forces« 
and with the royal banner displayed, from the po^ 
sition to which ne had just retreated, and charging 
home upon the regiments opposed to him, now 
disordered by Captain Dmmmond's untoward mis** 
take, and by Montrose's attack, contributed mate-^ 
rially to the victory, which then began to declare 
for the royalists. The veteran regiments undef 
Hwry for some time fought patiently and well^ 
submitting to be cut down in their ranks exactly 
as they had been marshalled, rather than give way 
to the assailants. But the raw volunteer bodies of 
the Highland clans, and the Moray and Aberde^ft-* 
Bhire tenantry, almost unmediately gave way, bo 
as to leave tl^se brave troops at length no other 
ahemative. A flight then commenced in the di-^ 
rection of Inverness, of which Montrose's men 
took all the usual advantage, killing every body 
whom they could overtake, and yielding quarter 
to none. Hurry himself, and the principal officers, 
escaped with great difficulty, while the Laird of 
Lawers, Sirs John and Gideon Murray, Colonel 
James Campbell, Major Garchore, seven captains, 
and five lieutenants, lay behind among the heaps 
of the slain. Thare were killed altogether, in the 
battle and flight, three thousand of the Covenant* 
ers, chiefly of the foot, and particularly of L«aw^^ 
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regunenty vhich, it would appeaiy bdmred wtd> 
most toiveiy on this dreadful day. Out of all the 
Tolunteon, the Frasera and Mackenzies sufSn^d 
most severely : ^< Of the former clan," says an old 
fEtmily chronicle,^ ^< besides what fell unmairiedy there 
were eighty-seven widows in the lordship of Lovat.*' 
Montrose, on his part, lost only twenty-four meia 
in all, none of whom were of any note. He took 
£:om the enemy sixteen standards, and fell into 
possession of their whole baggage and provisions. 
The broken army retired to Inverness, where, a 
court-martial being immediately held upon Ci4[>taiii 
. Drummond, and it being proved, on his own con-: 
fession, that he had spoken to the «iemy> after 
the sign and order for battle had been given, he 
was sentenced to be shot, a sentence which wmb 
immediately executed.^ Montrose, dreading the 
difficulties, or despising the advantages, of a siege» 
forbore to annoy Hurry's army in the place of re« 
fuge to which it had fled* 

There were two drcumstancee which materially 
affected Montrose's conduct at the battle of Auld-* 
earn, and it is necessary that they should here be 
specified, for the purpose of vindicating him from 
the erroneous impressiims which must otherwise 
be made upon the mind of the reader, regarding 
the carnage which followed that ^icounter. While 
lately residing in the Highland fastnesses, he had 
received a padiet of letters from the king, acceding 
to a proposal which he had found means of making 
after the battle of Inverlochy; that his majesty 
should come north and join him in Scotland, so a»' 
to transfer the seat of war thither, and thereby 
oblige the Scottish nation to submit to terms of 
peace, for the purpose of clearing their country of 
the armies. Tne packet was brought to him by a 
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reduced Scotdsh gentleman of the name ef Small, 
who, for the purpose, had been obliged to assume 
the dii^uise of a beggar, and piactise the most in- 
genious artifices, to escape oWrvation in his tran- 
sit through the north of England and south of Soot- 
land. As this person was returning, in the same 
cH^uise, with a packet of letters from Montrose 
to the king, he was seized at Elphinstone, on the 
south bank of the Forth, by Lord Elphinstone, and 
being immediately hurried before the Committee 
of Estates at Ediinburgh, he was hanged on the 
succeeding day at ihe Cross, without tnal or cere- 
mony. It was a most important seizure for the 
Corenanting goremment, for not only did they thus 
disarrange the concert between the king and Mon- 
trose, but they were also enablckl to take such 
measures in tlie north of England, as completely 
prevmited the king from ever afterwards executing 
his intentiotu^ That such a movement on his part 
would hare been dedsiye against his insurgent 
subjects in both kingdoms, seems sufficiently clear. 
^ His march into Scotland,'* says Carte,* " would 
have removed the only difficulties which Montrose 
had to struggle with ; the want of a body of horse, 
and the opposition made to his measures by the 
Marquis of Huntly, the grounds or pretences of 
whose jealousy, founded on his commission to be 
king's lieutenant in the north of Scotland, must 
have dropped on his majesty's presence in the 
kingdom. All the north woidd have been then 
united for the king's service, and would have sup- 
plied him with a greater force than he could raise 
anywhere in England ; the power of the Covenant- 
ers, which consisted chiefly in terror, would have 
been broken ; the great number of royalists in the 
Lowlands, sure of support, woidd have flocked to 
8 
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ills Standard; and the moment he entered the 
c<nmtryy he would have heen sore of the kingdom, 
as sufficiently i^peared after the hattle of KilsytL 
Argyle and the lords of his faction must have men 
quitted the realm ; the Scotch army in England, 
discontented for slights put upon them hy their 
English confederates, and the n^lect of their pay^ 
and seeing all their possessions in their own country 
reduced under his majesty's power, might possihly 
have heen induced to join hun, which would hare 
brought Berwick, Newcastle, and the four north- 
em counties of^ngland again under his obedience^ 
or else they would, in all probability, have melted 
away to nothing, in a country wh!n« they were 
already much dispersed, and could not be recruit- 
ed. At least he would have got a general infinite- 
ly superior to any he had already, high in reputa- 
tion, adored by his soldiers, and terrible to his ene- 
mies ; Bi^acious to discover the first point of pos- 
sibility, and brave enough to attempt it, but with 
a presence of mind and judgment, that in a man- 
na* secured sucdtos; provident against all acci- 
dents ; ever vigilant in looking out for advantages 
against an enemy, and as sure to improve them ; 
and who, with aU the great and noble qualities that 
ever formed the most accomplished hero of anti- 
quity, had no selfish views, no passions nor hu- 
mours to interfere with his duty, but, full of the 
highest reverence and affection to the king's per- 
son, was absolutely devoted to his service." 

All these prospective advantages were annulled 
by the seizure of Small ; for the king, disappoint- 
ed of Montrose's answer to his packet, could not 
proceed with the necessary expedition or confi- 
dence upon his projected enterprise, and before he 
had advanced far, die Committee of Estates made 
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such an amageinent of their troops in the north of 
England, as obliged him to abandon the expedition 
altogether. Montrose was himself infinitely dis- 
turbed at the nuscarriage of the packet ; but his 
chagrin for his own and the public misfortune was 
not equalled by the indignation he felt at tlie ex- 
ecution of the messenger. This he resented to 
such a degree, that a great deal of the merciless 
daughter of the Coyenanters at Auldearn is to be 
attributed to it ; .there being, however, one other 
drcumstance which helped to instigate him to that 
course of action. 

This was a peculiarly cruel murder which a 
party of Coyenanters perpetrated, tlie day before 
the battle, upon one of his officers or adherents* 
In a skirmish which took place between his ad- 
vanced guard and the rear of Hurry's troops, as he 
was chasing that general to Inverness, James Gor- 
don, son to the Laird of Rhynie, happened to be 
wounded. He was conveyed to a house called 
the Struthers, near Elgin, which was occupied by 
a friend of his own, there to lie till he should be 
cured ; and another gentleman of the name of Gror- 
don was i^pointed to attend him. Unfortunately^ 
intelligence of his condition and place oi abode 
reaching the ears of the young Laird of Innes, who 
was then in the castle of Spynie with a Covenant- 
ing garrison, and who had both public and private 
causes of hatred against the young gentleman, he 
sent out a party from the garrison, consisting of 
Captain Smith, Alexander Douglas, John Douglas, 
and John Milne, all citizens of Elgin, with some 
others ; who, proceeding to the Stiruthers, deliber- 
ately murdered the wounded youth, maiming his 
attendant, moreover, in such a way that he also 
was left for dead.^ So barbarous and unjustifiable 
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a murder, committed upon a youth of ^hte^i, 
and who was unable to defend himself, while it 
exdted general horror throughout the district, rou- 
sed the indignation of Montrose against the party 
whose adherents had perpetrated it, to a degree hx 
aiboYO what it had previously been raised to by the 
lawless execution of his messenger Small. Th^e 
can, at least, be no doubt that the two circumstan- 
ces together caused him to ^ cry havock, and let 
loose the d<^ of war,*' with the ferocity which has 
been described, on the bloody field of Auldearn. 

But, besides the public vengeance, as it may be 
styled, which he took upon the party on that occa- 
sion, he immediately afterwards proceeded to ex- 
ecute private retaliation upon the individuals who 
had been guilty in young Rhynie's murder. Ad- 
vancing upon Elgin, he selected the houses of all 
these persons, and either imrelentingly burnt them, 
or caused them to be redeemed by composition. 
He also^destroyed the village of Ghnnouth, which 
was chiefly the property of the Laird of Innes, and 
v^ch, he apprehended, might become, if spared, a 
harbour for a garrison against the lands of the Gor- 
dons.'' The lands of Calder and of the Earl of 
Moray were also plundered, bendes some others 
in the county of Moray, belonging to the gentle- 
men who had taken part i^ainst him in these dread- 
ful intestine troubles. 

When he had satisfied his appetite for vengeance 
in Moray, he crossed ov^ the Spey into Banff- 
shire, with idl his arms, ammunition, baggage, and 
the goods which his men had accumulated by plun- 
d^; and, quartering himself at Bnkenbog, the 
4iouse of a noted Covenanter, he dispersed his men 
•into quarters among the neighbouring towns and 
villages. During the few days which he spent 
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tfaere> he caused the town of Cnllen, whkh had 
been plundered two months before, to be com- 
pletely burnt and destroyed, by way of reprisal 
upon its chief proprietor, the Earl of Finlater ; and 
he now subjected to the same fate such lands of the 
Viscount Frendraught as had formerly escaped his- 
vengeance. He also caused the town and lands of 
Tombeg to be burnt, being occupied by one WiK 
Kam Forbes, who was obnoxious to him, althoi^b 
the property of an indifferent man, the Laird of 
Monymusk.^ 

On the very day when Hurry was defeated at 
Auldearn, his coadjutor Baillie was coming oveii 
Caim-a-mount, to join force with him for the re^ 
eistance of the common enemy. This general had 
just been executing an order of the Committee ol 
Estates, which commanded him to ravage Athole 
in the manner Montrose had just ravaged Moray, 
by way of at once avenging the injuries the royalist 
general had inflicted upon the Covenant's, and 
diverting his troops away to the protection of their 
own country. He laid siege to the castle of Blair, 
in which Montrose had deposited the prisoners and 
spoil taken at the battle of Inverlochy, but without 
success. When he had completely burnt and plun- 
dered the undefended country, and learned that 
the Highlanders were coming from Montrose's 
camp to its rescue, he crossed over the hills to 
Kirriemuir and Fettercaim ; from thence to Birse, 
where, as Spalding records, his troopers << ate up 
the green-growing com, scarcely come to tl^ 
blade ;" and then, by the Caim-a-mount, to Cromar, 
in the county of Aberdeen. His force at this time 
consisted of two thousand foot and a hundred 
horse, mostly soldiers of discipline and experience ; 
but he was here obliged by his constituents, the 
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Committee of Estates, to send back two regiments 
for their defence in the low comitry, and to accept 
some raw reemits in exchange. He attempted, by 
setting the pulpits a-thundering, to raise the cowor 
try people in his favour ; but without the least suc- 
cess. In addition to idl other disadvantages, he 
was embarrassed and perplexed in every move- 
ment he made, by the ignorant Sub-committee of 
Estates which attended him. 

Learning, while at Cromar, the issue of the 
battle of Auldearn, he rose from his camp, upon 
the 19th of May, and marched forward, intending 
to try his fortune in battle against the royal gene- 
ral, or at least to protect the country from lus ra- 
vages, and the wreck of Hurry's army from his 
further attacks. He had now very peremptory 
orders from the Committee of Estates to hawd a 
battle with Montrose ; that body having lately be- 
come acutely sensible of the disrepute which their 
repeated defeats brought on them in England, and 
finding, moreover, that, even in their own country, 
notwithstanding all the religious and civil coercion 
they could exert over the people, their character of 
infallibility was beginning to desert them, while they 
th^nselves were fast verging to a predicament of • 
the greatest personal daio^ger. Baillie himself had 
sufficient generalship to see the danger of present- 
ing his scanty, raw, and dispirited troops, against 
an army of such experien^ and confidence as that 
of Montrose. But the cry of the civilians who 
governed him, was loud and incessant for battle, 
and he was obliged, however reluctantly, to grant 
lliem their desire. 

Marching forward, therefore, towards Strabogie^ 
he encamped at a place called Cochlieurachie, from 
whence he could easily discern Montrose's army, 
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encamped, and apparently ready to meet him, af a 
place of advantage among some enclosures and 
other defences in the neighbourhood of that town. 
He judged that the enemy was nearly equal to him 
in numbers.^ That night he was joined by Gene- 
ral Hurry with a hundred horse, who, to reach him, 
had had to come through Montrose's rery lines ; a 
danger, however, which they successfidly over- 
came by pretending to be part of Lord Gordon's 
cavalry. Next morning, when he expected to have 
had an encounter with Montrose, he was surprised 
to find that the whole army had disappeared from 
their position, and were in full retreat up Strath* 
spey. 

The truth is, Montrose was at this period even 
weaker than he had been at Auldearn, having had 
to send away Alaster MacCol to the Highlands, 
to bring back the Athole and oth^ clans ; so that 
he had few men with him, besides his unfailing 
Irish and the Gordon militia. For the purpose of 
forming as early a jimction as possible with his ab* 
sent troops, he thought it advisable to retire from 
before Baillie, and pitch his camp in some secure 
place about the head of the strath, where he would 
have his back to the Highlands, and be at the same 
time effectually protected in front. Rising through 
the night, he went directly south towards Balveny. 
He was followed in the morning, but at some dis« 
tance, by Baillie and his army. About the ev^i- 
ing, the pursuing troops came within sight of the 
fugitives at Gleidivet ; but Montrose, by a forced 
march, encamped that night about ten miles ahead 
of them. Next morning the Covenanters, isolated 
in a country inimical to their cause, found it im- 
possible to procure intelligence of the route which 
Montrose had taken beyond this point ; and it was 
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only by observing the direction in which the hea- 
iJier and grass lay upon the ground, that they at 
length conjectured be had gone to the great forest 
of Abeme3iy.*° They followed him thither ; but 
on next coming wiUiin sight of his desultory and 
incalculable bands, they had the mortification of 
.finding him entrenched in a position, which, on 
account of rock, wood, and water imited, was to- 
tally inaccessible. Montrose had selected a place 
where he could conunand the whole district of 
Badenoch in his rear, so as to draw unfailing st^ 
plies of provisions from it, and to receive in good 
time, without annoyance, the Highlanders, whom 
he expected MacCol to bring speedily down for 
him from the same district, and from Athole. The 
situation whicl^ Baillie assumed before him, was, 
on the contrary, destitute of provisions^ and espe- 
cially of grass for his cavalry," 

It accordingly happened, that after both armies 
had lain thus opposed to each other for several 
days, Baillie found himself under the necessity of 
retiring back to a more civilized district, and for 
the present giving up his unprofitable pursuit 
of tlie royal army. Marching northward to Inver- 
ness, he was there able to recruit his commissa- 
riat ; after which, having crossed the Spey in boats 
at its mouth, he progressed to Aberdeenshire, and 
encamped at Newton, in the Garioch. Montrose 
then projected and executed, by way of interlude, 
a descent upon the Lowlands of Perthshire. 

He penetrated to the castle of Newtyle, in An- 
gus, undistm'bed by Baillie, who lay far behind 
him, and anticipatmg an easy triumph over the 
Earl of Crawford, who now lay at the distance of 
only a few miles, with a new army, chiefly formed 
of draughts from the old, which the Estates had 
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thought proper to place there for the protection of 
the. Lowlands and the seat of government, an at- 
tack upon which was at this period the chief sub- 
ject of their dread. But, when just on iJie point 
of marching to surprise and fight this force, intel- 
ligence suddenly overtook him that Baillie was ra- 
vaging the lands of the Gordons with all his might ; 
and he was all at once obliged to return to Aber- 
deenshke, for the purpose of protecting that valua- 
ble and Mendly district. On his march back, learn- 
ing that Baillie had lately been still farther weak- 
ened and embarrassed than befmre by his fooli^ 
constituents, he resolved at length to approach 
him and offer battle. 

On the last day of June the two armies met 
near the kidk of Keith, in tibe north of Aberdeen- 
shire. Baillie was posted there on advantageous 
ground, where he could not be assailed without 
great risk. When Montrose learned the peculia- 
rities of his position he sent him a message, offering 
to fight with him a set battle on fair nround. But 
the Covenanting general answered, t£at he would 
not receive an order to fight from an enemy.^^ 
Montrose then retired towards the river Don, 
idiich he crossed by the boat of Forbes, apparent- 
ly designing to fall back once more upon the Low- 
lands. 

This ruse had the desired effect. Baillie was 
then obliged, by the managing committee, to pro- 
ceed instantly in pursuit. He had previously be^i 
so much dispirited by their absurd interference 
with his proceedings, and by their draining his 
ranks of the disciplined men, diat he had offered 
to resign his command. Even now it was rather 
from a feeling that it would be dishonourable to 
desert them at the worst, than from any other 
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cause, that he continued in his charge. It may 
accordii^ly be conjectured, that in the battle about 
to take place, with inferior numbers to the enemy, 
and soldiers of much worse quality, he stood but 
«n indifferent chance of success. 

It was on the 2d of July, (1645,) that the two 
Armies again i^peared befmre each other. Mon- 
'ti'ose had taken up his position on a small hill be^ 
hind the village of Alford, with a marsh to defend 
his rear. He had with him the greater part of the 
Crordons, (foot and horse,) the whole of the Irish, 
llie clan of the Macdonells of Glengarry, under 
its chieftain, Angus MacVich Alaster; part of 
Claxuanald*s men ; the Macphersons of Badenoch; 
and some small septs from Athole ;^^ the whole 
amounting to about three thousand. Baillie, on 
the other hand, had only about thirteen himdred 
foot, many of them raw men, with a few troops of 
Lord Balcarras's and Colonel Halket's horse r^* 
meats, amounting in number to two hundred and 
sixty. The battle of Alford, now about to take 
place, was, therefore, the first engagement Mon- 
trose had with his enemies, in which he exceeded 
them in numerical force. 

Before the enemy had yet appeared in sight, or 
crossed the river Don, which ran at about a mile*s 
-distance in his front, Montrose marshalled his men 
in order for battle, giving the command of his 
right wing to Lord G<n:don and Sir Nathaniel ; 
that of his left to the Earl of Aboyne and Sir Wil- 
liam Rollodc ; and of his main hatde^ to the chief- 
tain of Glengarry, Drummond of Balloch, and a 
clansman of his own, named George Graham, who 
was his master of the camp, and^ officer of some 
experience. He then rode forward with a troop of 
horse to the (ordinary ford over the Don, to make 
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his observations upon the Presbyterian anny as it; 
approached. While waiting there^ he was informr 
ed by a scout that the enemy was marching with 
precipitate haste to a ford about two, miles farther 
up the river ; by crossing which, tb^y seemed to 
expect that they might get behind and cut off the 
retreat of the royal army, which, it was knowo» 
they still supposed to be flying southwards before 
them.^* Montrose then returned to his position, not 
altogether resolved upon battle, but intending, it 
woidd appear, to be determined by circumstances. 
It is somewhat singular, that on this occanon 
neither party had resolved upon a full encounter, 
yet both were drawn into it by contingencies re- 
spectively affecting each* The circumstance which 
provoked the battle on Montrose's side, was the 
Gordons seeing the whole of the cattle of Strabo- 
gie and the Enzie impelled before the approadiing 
host of the Covenanters, and being thereby moved 
to rush forward at once for the rescue of tneir pro- 
perty, and to revenge the insolence of those who 
had robbed them. As ibey approached, Baillie's 
men ensconced themselves and the cattle in some 
folds or other enclosures, from whence letting fly a 
salvee^^ of shot at the Gordons, they had the good 
fortune to bring down a considerable number. 
Montrose, then perceiving the assailants to be stag- 
gered by their reception, and fearing that they 
might be overpowered, resolved at once upon en- 
tering into battle with his whole force. In the 
first place, however, he commanded the Gordcms 
to faU back in sham retreat, so as to seduce the 
Covenanters from their position ; and it was only 
when they had left the folds upon that temptation, 
that he joined with them in hearty and general 
conflict.'* 
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Bailiie, on his part, according to his own decla- 
ration, was only induced eventually to enter into 
pitched hattle with Montrose, hy the drcumstance 
of Lord Balcarras haring rushed forward too pre* 
dpitately with the cavahy, and therehy got him- 
self inyolred in a dilemma, from which nothing 
could rescue him hut the advance and support of 
the whole army. The two circumstances, as va- 
rioissly related hy the authorities just quoted, do 
not tally very well, yet it is quite possible that 
they may both be correct, though they probably 
iiappened at an interval of time and place. 

When the two armies were, to use the phrase 
of the times, buckled in full encounter, they both 
alike fought with great spirit and perseverance, 
neither party giving the least way to the other for 
a considerable time. And in this matter Baillie's 
army must be allowed to have had greater honour 
than that of Montrose, for his lines were only 
three men deep, while Montrose's stood six in file.^'' 
The fight was c(mducted with peculiar spirit on the 
left of Baillie's army, where Lord Balcarras, with 
two squadrons, bore the charge of Montrose's su- 
perior and more numerous cavalry, and also the 
fire of the expert musketeers, whom the royalist 
general had, as usual, mingled with his horse. At 
length, however. Colonel Nathaniel Gordon called 
out to these footmen, " Come, my brave fellows, 
throw down your useless guns, and attack these 
lubberly horse hand to hand ; sheathe your swords 
in the horses' bellies, hamstring them, cut down 
the men, or do any thing else you like that will 
kill or wound." A tough and desperate conflict 
then ensued, horse and men commingling with 
each other in a way perfectly extraordinary, the 
footmen insinuating themselves everywhere, even 
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under the horses' bellies, and dealing wounds upon 
the poor animals, which either brought them down 
upon their riders, or sent them wildly raging off 
the field. In the langni^ of the Clanranald bard, 
<' the men were upon one another's tops.** In the 
extremity of the confusion, << Alexander, son of 
Ronald, son of Allan,'' says the same writer, ^who, 
with Allan Og, son of MacVich Alaster (Glea* 
garry) commanded the Clanranald,) << as he him- 
self aiiterwaids declared, stood for some time in 
the nlidst of the throng, with his drawn sword in 
his hand, not knowing how to strike a stroke, aa 
he could not distinguish Mend from foe." The 
Coyenantiug horse then began to recoil from an 
^ux>unter in which they were so ill-matched. Bail- 
lie no sooner perceived them wavenng, than he 
sent his remaining squadron of horse to their sup- 
port ; but that iroop chose only to rank up behind 
their distressed comrades, instead of going forward, 
as they ought to have done, to relieye tbsm of the 
press of battle. And the consequ^ice was, that, 
when the two distressed troops gave way, the 
third also broke and £[ed# 

The battle was then in a manner decided ; for the 
Gordons were enabled, by the retreat of BaiUie's 
horse, to sweep round upon his main body, and even 
attack it in rear. Lord Gordon himself was so con- 
fident and so forward, that he promised his men to 
bring them the Presbyterian general by the neck 
from the midst of his remaining troops ; and he had 
actually seized Baillie by the shoulder-belt to ^brag 
him from his horse, when unfortunately a ball hit 
him in a mortal part, and prostrated him among the 
horses' feet.^^ This circumstance, however, though 
itself so much to be lamented, was perhaps only 
productive of a more immediate decision of fortune 
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mfsifpm of tlw ToymL annt ; lor the Gi>rd<ms wer% 
•o nmoh inhiriated hj k, ^t they could set fi# 
iMMUNb to ^ir Tefaemence in attacking and oHtkig 
4oirifi dbe Covwianting ir^opB ; most of whom, theft 
hmag aM hope of success, followed the example of 
^bek hone by raaniBg away. 

At the very moment wi^n Baillie*s lines irere 
wavermg undier tJie attadc of the Gordons, Mo»- 
trose decided 1^ day effectually, Vy briitt;ing v^n 
PBsenre, tidiicii he had estafelished lutder the charppe 
of Ims nepiMW the Master of Napier, behind the li^ 
wlttdk ionned his origiaa} pontien. At sight of this 
body, la whkji dv camp4»aVB vnited themselves on 
their twttBpter 4i si soo , and which therefore had a for> 
■KwM^ apfcanmoe as it came down the hiU, the 
Coveaanten ied en moMe^ waMe te coii«eBd widi 
dw tRN9BS wUeh were already sarrounding them, 
bat mucti more inadeqiiate to face vrkai seemed to 
tfann a new amy. A prodigious slaughter then 
taok place npaa or near llie groand ; for many de- 
tached bodies of dm Tanqnii^ied army stood and 
fought till they were to a men cut down ; whik 
othem coaid by no means escape ibe infuriate ca- 
valry olT the Gordons, eager as these were to revenge 
die death of their commander. Even in the flighty 
which spread &r and near, almost all the foot were 
overtaken and slain ; not mm of the pursuers tam- 
ing, if we ore to believe the ClanDanald dK-onicle* 
till there was not a man to be seen anywhere upon 
his legs. It was with the greatest (fifficulty that 
Baillie and other chief officers escaped: the Marquis 
of Argyle, who had been present at the battle as 
one of tne managing committee, only saved himself 
from the eager pursuit of the chieftain of Glengarry, 
by his good fortune in procuring a change of horses 
at three different places.^ ^ 

VOL. II. G .3 
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' While Baillie lost by this engagement almost the 
whole of his infantry and a great p<Nrtion of even 
his horse, Montrose suffered, as nsnal, a very incon* 
siderable damage ; Mowat of Balwholly, Ogilvy of 
Milton, and an Irish captain of the name of Dick** 
son, with a very small nnmber of private men,^^ 
forming the whole list of slain which he had to add 
to the lamented name of Lord Gordon. The deatb 
of this last mentioned indiyidnal, however, was in 
itself the severest blow he had received during the 
whole course of the war. << It seemed," says Bishop 
Wishart, " to eclipse the whole glwy of the present 
victory. As the report spread among the soldiers^ 
every one seemed to be struck dumb with the me- 
lancholy news. But their grief soon burst through 
all restraint ; and, in voices fall of lamentation and 
sorrow, th^y began to exclaim against heaven and 
earth, for bereaving their king, lim kingdom, and 
themselves, of so excellent a person« In the ex« 
tremity of their distress, unmindful of both victory 
and plunder, they thronged around the body of their 
dead captain ; some weeping over his wounds and 
kissing his lifeless limbs ; whilst others praised his 
comely appearance even in death, and extolled his 
noble mind, which was enriched with every noble 
quality appropriate to his high birth and ample for-* 
tune. They even cursed ^e victory which was 
bought at so dear a rateJ' 



d by Google 



BATTLE OF KILSYTH. 76 



CHAPTER IV. 



BATTLE OF KILSYTH* 



» And, at a herd 



or goats, or timoroiu ilock, togeUier ibiOQifd* 
Drove them before him, thunoier-ftnidL 

IflUON* 



A FORTNIGHT before their loss at Alford, the 
Covenanting government had been cheered by in* 
telligence of the decisive victory obtained by the 
En^h parliamentary forces over the kii^ at 
Naseby. Notwithstandi^, therefore, the severity 
of this their fifth defeat at home, and although the 
plagae was now ravagmg their capital with almost 
imezampled violence, they still'resolved to bear up 
against the recusant who so long and so nearly had 
t&eatened to overwhelm them : they resolved to 
make at least one last dSbrt to rescue the taber- 
nacle which lliey were so painfully rearing, and 
winch, after having escaped a thousand external 
and foreign dangers, seemed now about to be de- 
stroyed, as it were, by one of its own builders. 

When Baillie, Balcarras, Argyle, and other fugi- 
tive officers and noblemen, reached llie Low Coun- 
try, to which they fled after the battle of AJford, 
they found that the Scottish parliament had been 
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obliged to meet at Stirling, instead of Edinburgh, 
on account of the pestilence. Repairing to that 
city, they were all very graciously received by their 
constituents ; who, sitting down for the first time 
on the 8th of July, immediately voted their thanks 
to General Baillie, but in a more particular manner 
to Lord Balcarras, the nobleman who had led on 
the horse with so much vigour and resolution at the 
late battle. They contloned Baillie in his place ; 
for although General Hurry had endeavoured to 
prejudice them against him,^ and though they con- 
ceived his conduct to have been all along too inde- 
cisive and cautious, they were perhaps sensible that 
they could not at present procure a mere experi- 
enced commander. Baillie was not unconscious of 
the eqidvocal nature of his situation, or of the asper- 
sions which had been thrown upon him, and offered 
vlth g^reat fiankness to staad «a op^ tirial iov his 
c^tidtict; but they professed parfeet satisfaction 
witb him, aad the very next day, having raiiewed 
his eommisi^on, sent hum oS to assniBe command 
of the army w^di they were f«ide2vou8iiBg at 
Pbrlh. 

The Micku9 o£ this army was fiwmed by^thai 
n^hich has been already mentioned as lyiag in 
Angus imder the chaise of llie Earl of Crawfm^^ 
together with the few troops of horst which had 
mfbde good their escape from Alford In order to 
increase it to the amount of ten thousaakl men^ 
nrhieh they now calculated as the least that wan 
sufficient to reduce Mcmtrose, they issued edicts to 
all the Lowland counties, conunanding them to 
TtJme every fbur^ fencible man, and to send the re- 
sult to Perth on or before the 24th of July. The 
pestilence (whidi had come from Newcastle to 
Gdinbui^ by Uie way of Kelso) having now alto 
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1)fgim to appear in Stilling, they resolred to ad- 
journ ^emselTes to the city where the army was 
appointed to meet ; and there they accordin^y sat 
down on the 24th ; having previously caused the 
General Assembly to appoint a fast for the sins and 
misfortunes of the land, which was to be held 
throughout the whole kingdom, and to continue 
for four days. 

Montrose in the meantime had marched to Aber« 
deen, to bury his lamented friend. Lord Gordcm., 
While lying in that city, he dispatched a party 
nonhward to the remote and peninsular district of 
Buchan, which had never yet been passed tlffongh 
or ravaged by any army, on accoimt of its good 
fortune in lying out of the way. It was now de- 
spcHled of dl ^e h(»*ses that could be found in it^ 
Montrose being particularly anxious for a supply 
f^ these animals, in oirder to fonn a body of ca-> 
valry. It was also delib^ated at this time, that as 
the Marquis of Huntly now professed wiUingnesa 
to join the royal army, his son, the Earl of Aboyne, 
•should go northward to his place of refuge in 
Strathnaver, with two thousand men, to serve as & 
convoy for bringing him through the midst of the 
immical clans, and the Covenanting garrison of In* 
vomess, who might otherwise arrest or destroy 
him. But the intelligence which immediately af- 
terwards reached Montrose, of the mighty prepa^ 
rations made against him at Perth, obliged him to 
abandon for the present all thoughts of that enter-« 
prise, and to bend his whole force in another di- 
recti(m. 

He now inarched to the little town of Fordoun 

in Kincardineshire, and, having there pitched his 

camp, waited for some time till his faithful friend: 

MacCol should bring in his Highland auxiliaries^ 

g2 
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Thm wiayor-graeral had now been absent nearly' 
two months on his recruiting expedition, and had 
iflissed one battle ; but when he did come, it for- 
ttmately was with such an accession of force, as 
folly compensated all the time and trouble they 
had cost him, as well as his non-enjoyment of Al» 
fonL He brought with him no fewar ^an sev«il 
hundred Macleans from Argyleshire and the 
Western Islands — men, it is true, who had not be- 
fete been in action, but who perhaps made up for- 
that by the fira*ocious hatred which they bore to 
the Campbells, and, by consequence, to aH their 
political allies. He had also mustemd cmce more 
the whole of Clamanald, to the amount of five 
hundred men, at the head of whem was the great 
wani(»', John Muidartach, so well remembered at 
lilis day in the Highlands for his warlike exploits* 
The Athole Highlanders came in full fgrce, under 
tile immediate command of Cdlond P^4rid( Graham ' 
of Inchbrakie, Montrose's eoosin; as also the Mac* 
gregmv and Macnabs, the Stewarts of Appin, the 
Farcfuharsons of Braemar, and many ollu^r clans 
of smaller number or inferior note. " When they 
Mk^hed the camp, they were made heartily wel- 
ceme by Mmitrose, aiid by idl the rest, and eaeh 
dan was set in order by itself."* 

The Clanranald bard rektes a circumstance re^ 
fctting to this period, which, as it is highly dia- 
iilM[;llliliBtic of the Highlaaiders^ may very properly 
be feUited hc^e. It must only be premised, ^lat 
all the Highland clans that had lately reached the 
camp, instead of depending for subsistence upon 
the Low ComMry tltoy wetf} invading, hiul brought 
with them from the inimicid districts they happen- 
ed to pass, a stock of provisions sufficient to main- 
tosin them for som# time in camp. Montrose hap^ 
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letting to obserre ihM J«bn Mtiid«rtacfa vnm the 
M1I7 exception from this role, and the tak of scim- 
dal being borne to the ears of that chieftain by a 
common soldier, who had heaixl it repeated hf 
MacC(d, the Highlander, not at all indignant at 
Montrose for commenting npon his conduct, Irat* 
only vexed at being reproached for remissness <m 
such a sc(H*e> flvng himself instantly o«tt of hii 
tent, and, cafiing for Donald Ms son, told him to 
rise immediately, prepare his men, and none tn^ 
his own men, then go forth and brkig in a spoil t» 
the king's camp, llie young man^ with very little 
fiuther preparation than only leammg what l8iid» 
his fether wished him to spoil, went off npon hb 
mission; and such was the ngonr and sncoess 
wkh wbich he executed it) that it was afterward* 
tmiversafiy acknowledged lliat he had brought 
more provisions to the camp than any other diief t 
Indeed says my authority, John Muidffrtach's spoil 
was in itself sirfficietit to umifitam the army all tho 
l^e it lay in camp« 

The bflird relates, as a subsidiary anecdote, Aat 
when young Donald was ranging through 1^ 
country on this singular expedition, << an honour* 
irible old man met hhn, who told hun many things, 
dnd, among the rest, that the Meams had not been^ 
spoiled before, since Donald of the Isles spoOed it, 
i^n he fought the battle of Harlaw ; * and I 
suppose, young gentleman,' said this old man, * you 
are descended of him> if you be the captain of 
Clanranald.'" 

About the end of the month of July, Montrose 
adopted the resolution of marching down upon 
Perth, whore he understood the parliament was 
then assembled, hoping to be able, with Ms pre- 
stnt force*, which mu«ter#d between five 8n4 nx 
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thousand istrong, to disperse their army before i^ 
had reached its fall strength, and even perhaps to 
surround and cat off the whole members of the 
insm^nt government, while they were sitting in 
the yery act and place of their rebellion. To exe- 
cute such a purpose he was only deficient in horse, 
which were necessary for the protection of his 
foot when they should descend into a plain coun- 
try; but, by leaving Aboyne, in Aberdeenshire, 
and Airly, in Angus, to raise all the remaining- 
loyal gentlemen of these districts, he hoped that he 
might obtain a sufficient supply of that species of 
force, before he should be ready to debouche from 
the Highlands. Having, therefore, dispatched these 
noblemen on then: recruiting expediti<ms, with or-^ 
deara to follow him in all haste, he left Fordotm, 
marched through Blairgowrie to Dunkeld, there- 
erossed the Tay, and, finally, drawing a circuit 
round the position of the enemy, encamped at 
Amulree. The parliamentary army had in the 
meantime assembled in considerable force on the 
south side of the Erne, while four hundred horse 
lay close to the town, as an immediate guard upon^ 
the Estates. 

Kather to try the spirit and make observationa 
upon the numbers of his enemies, than with any 
intention of engaging them, Montrose thought pro-^ 
per, one day, to advance from Amidree to the wood 
of Methven, where he was only five miles from, 
Perth. The scouts of the Covenanters then reti-^ 
red into the town, reporting, with absurd alarm^ 
that he was on the point of assaulting it, and con- 
juring the Estates to rise and provide for their 
safety by flight. Fortunately for their credit, these 
stem enthusiasts had the resolution to sit stilL 
They only conceived it necessary to draw theii: 
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$aAy ttoHB closely ajound them, Montrose, next 
dmy, i^peared before their very gates with his 
slider tro<^ of horse, which only consisted of about 
ft himdred real cavaUers, all the rest being mere 
footweii on baggage-hcurses. They were imposed 
upon, by his specious appearance, and did not dare 
to send a party agiunst hist* He even crossed over 
the Erne at Dupplin^ 8»d took a leisurely survey 
•f Uieir infaDtry, without experiencing any annoy- 
anee from them; although, if aware of his real 
atr^igth, they mi^t then have easily cut off his 
retreat to his camp. The very boldness of his pro* 
eeedings proved his safe-guard ; for they conceived 
that he never could make such movements unless 
confidait of their safety* 

Neitlwr party was yet disposed to come to bat- 
tle; fcff, while Montrose thought it necessary to 
wait for the cavalry which he expected Aboyne 
and Airly to bring to him, the Covenanters judged 
ift ^te as expedient to delay till they should be 
joined by certain regiments which were now ia 
mmfdk to their leaguer, from the south and west of 
Scotland. At length, after Montrose had insulted 
them for several days from his position at Methven, 
being strengthened to a great degree by three regi- 
ments from Fife, and learning that the enemy was 
Bot so strong in llie article of horse as he appeared^ 
they moved fcNTward to offer him battle. Montrose, 
however, had only to withdraw into the mountain- 
•ns country behind him, in order to set them at 
defuance. Pretending, by the arrangement of his 
troops, that he was willing to encounter them, he 
sent off the whole of his baggage towards Amulree, 
then dispatched the weakest of his troops in the 
same durection; lastly, when he thought they 
would be si^fe, he brdce up his whole army from 
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before the face of the enemy, and deployed int<^ 
the hills, only taking care to leave his horse and 
best musketeers in the rear, to defend the passes 
and protect his retreat. Baillie sent his horse in 
pnrsnit, under General Hurry ; but that command- 
er, by a treacherous or at least unnecessary delay 
in crossing the Powe, only reached the fords of the 
Almond at the same time that his commanding officer 
arrived with the foot, when it was much too late to 
do any serious execution upon the retiring host.' 
Still, a band of about three hundred of the Presby* 
terian cavalry, consisting probably of volunteer 
zealots, continued the pursuit. At every succes- 
sive pass which Montrose thought it necessary to 
defend, these gentlemen came fariously up, and at- 
tempted to dislodge the men. They were gene- 
rally checked, and even a considerable number of 
them were brought from their saddles, by the well- 
directed sharpHshooting of the fugitives. But they 
nevertheless held on with great spirit. There was 
one, in particular, a man of the name of Cornell, 
supposed (says Neil MacVourich) to be the prin- 
cipal champion of Scotland, who led a little party, 
and gave peculiar annoyance to the retreat. At 
every place of difficulty, this man was sure to gal- 
lop up, and make a brisk charge upon the gcuoxl 
which Montrose had planted to defend it. He 
even succeeded so far as to seize three or four of 
the baggage-horses. At length, proceeds the Clan- 
ranald bard, << Angus, the son of Allan Dhu, who 
rode behind all Ins party, on a horse which had 
neither saddle nor pillion, but with only a long 
gun tied before him, eyed this bold hero, lighted 
off his horse, set his gun upon a stone, and shot 
the champion of the red apparel, who fell imder 
his horse's feet, with all his crape, silver, and finery* 
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His noil gUYO B sorrowful oy^ when tbey saw 
^leir leader fall, and did not yenture to molest 
itxfm any more that day.*' 

Baillie's troops retired, after a findtless pursuit^ 
to the camp which Montrose had vacated at Meth- 
▼en, where^ if Wishart is to be relied on for snch 
a piece of information, they avenged the fatigne 
and disappointment of the day by killing a few 
women and children whom the Insh had left; be* 
hind them. The sacred army was now in a most 
deferable condition. Its commander, disgusted 
hy the mean suspicions of his employers, dis^acted 
by tiieir various counsels, and prevented by their 
absurd and impertinent meddling from ever taking 
one soldier-hke step, could scarcely be prevailed 
vpon to retain his office even for a single day. 
The component parts of the army itself were cmde^ 
ill assorted, and many of them extremely indispo- 
sed to the service. Not a few of the late levies, in* 
dnding the whole of the three Fife regiments, ac- 
tually left the camp, after returning to Methve% 
and went home ; the terror of Montrose, it would 
appear, faiiiy overcoming all sense of duty* Eveu 
those that remained, from their utter inexperience, 
not to speak of their irresolution, were totally 
vaa&i to meet or keep up a mortal struggle with 
men so confident and so inured to battle as Mon- 
trose's warrior^. It may be thought that, under 
tihe presait drcumstances, nothing could have kept 
the army together in any respectable numbers, had 
not the minkters, the nnfedling irrepressible mini- 
aters, exerted themselves with extraordinary vigour 
to do so. 

Montrose had retired to Little Dunkeld, where 
he encamped, in order to spend the time till he 
^ould receive the levies whico he expected Aboyne 
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and Airfy to brio^ to him.^ When tbew tm 
noblemen airired, the gei^ral was somewliftt die* 
appointed to find that they had not been so sncoemn 
M as he originally hoped ; Afooyne only bringing 
two hundred regular cavalry, with sixty footmeir 
mounted on carriage^orses; while the TeneraUo 
Airly was attended by no more dian eighty cara^. 
Kers. Tins accession, however, tluragh small ia 
number, was of excellent quality : Aboyne's horae«>' 
men were the same who had contributed to viata- 
lialiy to the victories of Auldearn and Alford ; and 
llioBe wlmm the Earl of Airiy had ^nnq^ wera 
all gentlemen of his own ftmiily and name, wh* 
bore the most ardent afiectinn to the casse, and 
some of whom had oontidramble experieneie. 

Every thing considered, Montrose had never iiad 
so hopeful a chance of victory as at the present 
juncture. Tlmmghout the whole of his campaign 
up to this time, there had been a plurality of ini- 
mical armies, to distract him in Im novemiitSy 
and produce diversions of his men ; and he uevar 
yet had found it possible to concentrate his cnar* 
gies up<m any one point. Now, having cruslwd 
Argyle, and thereby relieved the Higldanders finooi 
sentinelship upon Uieir own lands ; having cut se* 
vatd small disc^>lined armies to pieces, and there- 
by released the Gordons in the same manner ; now» 
having at length brought togelJier the wfai^ of kb 
friends and adherents, and gathered himself up for 
one last decisive blow, he might be said to nava 
arrived at a pitch of advantage, and strength, and 
greatness, which he had never before readied, «r 
could have hoped to reach ; the very summit of 
his desperate and altogeUier wonderful eateiprise. 
The numbers of his army at this p«iod have been 
very vsyriously calculated ; but ^y probably reach- 
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•d Bre thousand foot and five handled hone; a 
host Trhicli, coosidmng the individual character of 
the men, seemed fallv qualified to annihilate the 
huge mass of imdisc^Iined and timid militia which 
the parliament had to oppose to him. 

He had accordingly no sooner been joined hy 
his Aberdeenshire and Angns cavalry, than ho 
tiumght propo* to move <mce more down into the 
Lowlands, for the pm-pose of offering battle to the 
Covenanters, whose troops he thought he mighi 
now Qidvance against with the greater confidence^ 
in as much as he nndenstood tbtt their men were 
daily deserting, and their general on the point of 
throwmg np bos command. On his appearing ui 
Lode Almond, the enemy retired from Methven« 
and encamped at Kilgraston, on the sonth side of 
^ river Erne. He then drew a drcnit round 
ikeoky and, crossing the £me by the bridge at 
Nethergask, about eight miles farther up Uie stream, 
suddenly uipeared before them at the Kirk of 
Drone. I^ was then two miles to the south of 
tiieir leaguer, and of course £urly betwixt them 
and that valued district from which they had so 
long endeavmired to exclude him, and whidi it 
was their present purpose to defend. He did not» 
however, take immediate advantage of his position, 
hut hung for two or three days over their camp in 
a threatening attitude, they in the meantime eX"* 
erting themselves with might and main to entrench 
tiiemselves against his attack. When he saw that 
they could not be brought to fight, and that at the 
same time it would be dangerous to storm them 
in so strong a situation, he marched southward to 
Kinross; hoping, perhaps, either to draw them 
into a place where ne could attack them to advan- 
tage, or to escape them altogether,. and so make 

VOL. II. H 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



86 BAT1XE OF KILSYTH. 

his unsy into England Baillie, with the oonient 
ef the field committee,^ followed him by Lindores, 
Rossie, and Burieigh ; upon which march die three 
Fife regiments again joined him* 

From Kinross, Montrose suddenly tmned his 
mardi westward to Stirling bridge, for die pur- 
pose of getting oyer the Forth into the southern 
district of Scotland. As be passed down the plea- 
sant vale of the Deyon, the Macleans, who have 
' already been mentioned as forming so numerous a 
body in his army, burnt Castle Campbell^ the chief 
Lowland seat of the Argyle family, as also all the 
houses, of whatsoever sort, in the two parishes of 
Dollar and Muckhart, being the property of the 
vassals of that family.^ This was in requital of si- 
milar injuries which the marquis and his chief- 
tains had perpetrated upon die country of the 
Macleans, who are an adjacent, and have always 
been a hostile clan to the Campbells.'' But diere 
were two strange cases of exception from the .ge* 
neral fate awarded to this unfortunate district : one 
house in the village of Dollar was saved, on ac- 
count of a mistaken supposition that it belonged 
to the Abbey of Dunfermline, and another, upon 
the extremity Of the parish of Muckhart, from a 
notion that it stood in the parish of Fossaway. 
The reader may smile to observe that spoilers of 
this description, in violating the interests of maa 
to such an inhuman degree, should have preserved 
a respect for what they considered the property of 
God, ^ and that, in performing devastation on so 
wide a scale, they should have regarded minute 
parochial distinctions with such considerate ac- 
curacy. 

On the evening of his march from Kinross, he 
quartered his army in the wood of Tillibody» near. 
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Alloa; wUch town, as even a csvalier htfitorian' 
<3fWiiBy ^ Irish ^< did barbarously phn^er/' He 
and his chief ojB^cen were here entertained at 
dioner in a sumptnotis style by the Earl <^ Mar 
and Lord Erskine ; who, thongh no doubt offended 
at the devastations of the Lish in their town and 
lordship, seem to have been neverUieless disposed 
as mnch by loyal feeling as by fear, to show dvility 
to the king's servants. 

The pestilence idone saved Starling from the 
viflot and spoliation to which, as a zealous Covenant- 
ing town, it would have now in all probability been 
suljected by Montrose. Afraid to approadi it» 
he did not cross the Forth by its celebrated bridge, 
but,) marching eight miles farther up, passed throi^ 
the fords of Sie Frew, so remaricable for the transit 
which Prince Charles Stuart made a century ailer- 
wards over the river at the same place. He then 
drew his army ihrongh the hilly grounds in the 
centre of Stbrlmgshire, apparently designing to fall 
down upon Glasgow, wmch was the only connder^ 
able town in the south of Scotland now free of the 
plague. Bnt, before executing that purpose, he 
waa oyertaken by Baillie at Kilsyth, and obliged 
to come to an engagement. * 

The Covenanting army had marched close upoife 
his track down Glendevon, at the distance of about 
a day's march belund. In passing along, the Mar- 
quis of Argyle, upon his own responsibiHty, caused 
his men to bum Menstrie House, the seat of the 
Sari of Starling, (secretary to King Charles,) and 
Airlluie, the property of Sir John Graham of 
Braco, uncle to Montrose, in revenge for the con- 
flagration of his own house and estate by the Mac- 
leans. He also sent a message to the Earl of 
Mar, informing him that, on the return of the 
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anuy, Ua hmme of AUoft sbould eodur^ the aOltte 
Iste, in expiatkm of the ho^itality which he had 
thown to the great public enemy. 

While the army was on this marchy it waa r»- 
iM>lved that the Eai^ of Lanark, Glencaim, and 
figlintonne, sbonld advance to the weat country^ 
where ^leir yaaaals lay, and there endeavour to 
nuse an army, whieh should intercept Montrose a« 
he went southward, or drive Inm baek for destnio 
tion vpon the main body under General Baillie. 

Before the army had come to Stirling bridge, it 
waa reinforced by twelve hundred oi Argyle s re* 
tainers. But here a great defection h^ nearly 
taken place. The three Fife regiments, whieh had 
•beady once deserted, and which had only been 
brought back by a fear that Montrose was about !• 
destfend upon their own district, now seeing him 
dear over the Fortfa^ and far aiway hmn their pro* 
perty,^ stopped short at the Inidge^ and could upon 
no aecennt be prevailed upon, by their officers to 
proceed farther. These men, accor^g to Bishop 
Wishart, were well enough inctined to the caose^ 
there being periiaps no distriet in Scotland iriiich 
had acted with such tmiform zeal for the Covenanl 
as Fife ; but they were men of peaceful hatHts-^ 
generally shi^keepers or artizans, and many of 
^m fishermen and sailors who had scarcely ever 
before done duty or business of any sort upon 
shi»^ They had also an ominous recollecti<m of 
the slaughter which Montrose had, less than a 
twelvemonth befiH*e, committed at llpp^nBEiiur 
iqK>n their frienda and countrymen. Every thing 
considered, it is scarcely to be wondered at tiiat 
tioee thousand men, who had htea eaQed to form 
about the third of an army for the defence <^ all 
Scotland, though only themselves having a minute 
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fractional interest in it, should pause before ven- 
turing themselves upon an expedition at once so 
pregnant with danger, and in the object of which 
they had so little concern. 

But whatever might be the prudential sentiments 
of these poor men, they were not destined to stand 
proof against a sentiment of a different nature 
which was now put into operation* The leaders 
of the three various regiments (the Lairds of Cambo, 
Ferny, and Fordel) perceiving that, in the extre- 
mity to which things had arrived, nothing could pre- 
vail with tiiem but the fervour of religion, thought 
proper to command the ministers who had accom- 
panied them from their respective parishes, to go 
through their ranks, and, by preaching, praying, 
and tiie use of their great personal influence, oblige 
them *^ to go out to the help of tiie Lord against 
the mighty." It might truly be said in the pre- 
sent case that arma cesserurU toga ; for what the 
military word of command had fdtogether failed to 
do, was effectually performed by these sacred and 
esteemed persons. Fairly overcome by the ^^ jolly 
tales," as Guthry calls them, of their clergy, and 
assured, moreover, that they should be discnarged 
in a day or two, on the westland army coming up 
under Lanark and his coa^utors, the unhi^ipy fife 
men, in ntunber about tiuree tiiousand, went de- 
votedly on to the fatal field from which so few of 
them were destined to return. 

While they had been standing irresolute <m the 
north side of the Forth, an incident took place on 
the south side, at head-quarters, which showed that 
the very general of this ill-starred army was him- 
self inclined to desert the cause. To let him speak 
for himself, his own narrative may be quoted. 
« A little above the park, (that is, the King's 
h2 
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Paric at StirKng^ ) I hahed until the F^ iregteraBta 
were bRmglit op, hearing thai the rdbek were 
maiehed towards Kils jtk AfW th^ lapeomiBg of 
those regiments, the Marquis of Argyie> Earl of 
Crawford, aad Lord Brarleigh, end, if I mistake 
not, ^ Earl of Tntiieherrdtne, the Lords Elcho aad 
Bidcartaa, with some etiiers^ came np« My kHrd 
marquis asked wb what waib next te be done. I 
' answ^edy the: dkectioii should oeafte from his lord- 
ship aad dioae of tibo eonmittee* My lord de- 
manded, what reason was for that ? I a&swered, I 
lound myself so sli^^ited in erery thing belonging 
to a eommai^ker-inHJiief, that, for the short time 
I waa to staiy widi them, I would absolutely sub- 
. mit to their direction, and foMow it. Hie marquis 
desired me to explain mys^; whichldidintlttee 
particalarB, sufficiently known to my lord marquis 
and the other Vyrds and gentlemen then present. I 
told In lordship, (1,) Prisoners of all sorts were 
exchanged without my knon^edge ; the traffickers 
therein receired passes from others, and somedmes 
passing within two miles of me, did neither acquaint 
me with their business, nor, at their return, where, 
or m what poature, ^y had left the «aemy : ^2,) 
While I was present, others did soatietimes unaer- 
take ^ coBomend of the army : (3, And how se- 
vere is the sarcasm implied against Atfgylel) 
Widiout either my order or knowledge, ftie was 
raised, and that destroyed which mig^t haye been 
a recompense to some good deserver, for which I 
would not be answerable to the public All Irhich 
things considered, I should in any thing freely give 
my own opinion, but follow the judg^nt of the 
committee, and the rather because that was ths 
last day of my undMaking."^ 
To understand fully tlie m^anmg of this $trange 
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coUkkm^ tlte reftder oftust be made vwwn that, af*^ 
ter returning from the ineflfectnal chase of Mon- 
trose across the Almond, Baillie, fairly disguited 
with the suspicions and aspersions to which his 
9aine was exposed, resigned his place into the 
hands of Parliament, and was only with the great* 
est difficulty prevailed on to continue a fortnight 
longer in command without commissioii ; of which 
period, it appeared the last day was now arrived. 
Having, even upon this last mardi, received addi* 
tional cause of offence ; having, as would seem, 
been deprived of the mdet commoo, privileges of 
a commander, by the impertinent supmors with 
whom he was saddled, and had his honouraUe sol- 
dieriy mind shocked by the private revenges which 
one of these personages conceived himself at li- 
berty to wreak out by the assistance of the army 
upon his own account ; he had at length come to 
that state of feeling upon the subject, which men 
only know when despair and dkgwt have united 
to render than indiffereoit to all results. He may 
have still retained a lingmng hope of success in 
the conflict dbout to take place ; but the predomi- 
nant feeling in his mind must have been that one 
most annoying to a profesrional soldier like him, 
and consequently most ominous of evil fortune in 
his case, that, even though he were to do his duty 
with never so much zeal and accuracy, its proper 
^ects would be defeated, and he, in either result, 
would not get his due share of credit. 

It being determined by the committee at the 
Kh)g*s F^ that the army should approach Mon- 
trose^ it was led forward that day (August 14) by 
General Bafllie, to Denny, where it crossed the 
Carron, and from thence forward to a place called 
Hollanbush, about four miles east of Kilsyth, 
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where it was encamped for the night. Next mont-' 
ing the Marquis of Argyle, who had lingered all 
night at Stirling, crossed over the hills, and pass- 
ing the Carron by a ford near Buckiebum, which 
still hears his name*, came up to the camp.^ Hid 
lordship immediately went into the general's tent^ 
and inquiring, " What of the rebels ?" was inform- 
ed by Baillie that they were lying at Kilsyth. 
'^ May we not advance near^ them ?*' asked the 
marquis. Baillie answered that the army was near 
enough to them if it was not to fight them, and 
pointed out to his lordship the difficulty of the 
ways through which they would haye to make any 
advance. 

But the better sense of this commander, which 
told him the peculiar hazard of assailing Montrose 
in his advantageous position over so rough a coun- 
try, and which showed to him the general absurd- 
ity of fighting with an enemy at the very moment 
when reinforcements were expected, was lost upon 
Argyle ; and, some other members of the commit- 
tee being called and consulted, it was resolved, 
against the will of the general, that they shoidd 
proceed immediately and directly to battle. The 
army was then dragged through me corn-fields and 
over the braes, towards Kilsyth, on the hills above 
which they imderstood Montrose's men lay await- 
ing them. 

When the royalist general saw the immense 
hosts of the enemy moving slowly and with difficulty 
through the country below him, he felt such a tide 
of joy rush through his breast, as a soldier of his 
character might be supposed to experience when 
suddenly assured of a victory which shall ^ve him 
possession of a kingdom. Knowing as he did th6 
superiority of his men, as well as of the circum- 
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Stances under which he miist fight ; assured of the: 
niihness and foolishness under which the enemy 
was acting, and rejoicing in the pospect of fight- 
ing them before they diould be joined by the 
western levies, he felt not the slightest doubt of 
gaining another victory ; a victory which, different 
from ul he had yet won, would at once give him 
the mastery of Scotland, and by enabling lum to^ 
accomplish his warmest and most ambitious wish, 
thai of re-establishing the throne of his sovereign, 
make him that sovereign's greatest subject. 

After a toilsome and disorderly march across 
the country, the Covenanting army arrived at a 
place near Auchindogh, two miles east from Kil- 
syth, where, finding it quite impossible to proceed 
any farther for the bogs, Baillie formed them in ar« 
ray, and seemed as if he would have there willing* 
ly sat down to await the attack of the raemy« 
But, although this position was such that twenty 
men could not have anywhere found an avenue 
ef iqiproach to his front, he was not permitted to 
letain it* The committee, as if resolved to disap^ 
point him in all the cautious measures he wished 
to take, came up as he was marshalling the army, 
and pointing to a hill on the right, which was very 
near that on which the enemy lay, asked him if it 
would not be a better position. He answered, that 
he not only conceived that ground to be bad, but 
he felt assured that the enemy could, if they ple»« 
sed, anticipate them in the possession of it. Their 
lordships requested that some competent persons 
might be sent to view and report upon the ground, 
which was done ; and in the meantime Baillie 
went, with Lords Elcho and Burleigh, to dress the 
regiments on the right* Not long after, the gene* 
ral, being sent for by the committee, and having 
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gone before them with the two lords who attend^^ 
ed him, was informed that it was the general opi-* 
nion, in consideration of the rebels being now dis- 
covered in retreat westwards^ that that hill would 
be the most advantageous position they could bb*' 
some. It was in vain that BaiUie exerted himself 
to show the contrary ; they all agreed, with the ex* . 
ceptioB of Lord Balcarras, that the army shonld- 
be led forward to the hilL 

BaiUie immediately took measures for obeying^ 
the command of his superiors. The horse and tha 
regular soldiers, who had stood at the right of the 
army in its array, he ordered to face about to the 
right and march on in their present order, intend-* 
ing that, when they arrived on their new ground,, 
they shoidd face back to the left, and so resume> 
their first arrangement in the briefest possible spBuce 
of time, and with the greatest possible ease. The 
great masses of volunteer foot moved in the same 
way. Unfortunately, when they reached the hilV 
although they received no impediment or disturb-* 
ance from the enemy, a great deal of confosion had 
taken place in their arrangement ; some of the re* 
gimeats assuming places, at the command of Ar» 
gyle, «pon which Baillie had not calculated, while 
certain individual soldiers took the liberty of 
moving altogether at their own will throughout 
the field ; and thus, even at the moment when the 
battle commenced, the general was totally unable 
to make those comprehensive arrangjements, or issue 
those decisive orders, which are so necessary te 
give an army even the chance of success in a pitch* 
ed fight.i« 

Every external circumstance was, on the other 
hand, favourable to Montrose. He had made a 
deliberate choice of the ground which seemed best 



d by Google 



BATTLE OF KILSYTH. 95 

flnedted for his own yiews. He had taken posses- 
fikm of a cluster of cottages and gardens which lay 
in advance of his position. He had prepared his 
men in the most improved manner, by refresh- 
ments and by enconra^g speeches, for the ren- 
counter. 

As the Covenanters were taking up their ground 
on the opposite hiD, he sent a trumpeter to ac- 
qnamt them that he was ready to give them bat- 
^e ; to which they answered, in their infatuation, 
wilJi a shout of joy and defiance." 

But, although Montrose and his men had both 
filike expressed the strongest desire of coming to an 
immediate engagement, a peculiar feature was now 
observed in the appearance of the enemy, which at 
£rst seemed calculated to restore the balance of 
advantage, and therefore occasioned some depres- 
Bion of spirits in the royal host. The horse regi- 
ment which first took up its position opposite to 
them, was one of cuirassiers. When the royalists 
flaw the breast-plates of these men glittering in the 
sun, they could not help expressing some reluc- 
tance to charge them, complaining that they had 
to fight men clad in iron, on whose persons their 
swords could be of no avail. Montrose soon 
heard the muttering which went along the line ; 
and he no sooner heard it, than his ready genius 
suggested an idea, by which he might not only ob- 
viate the evil effects which it was calculated to 
produce, but even turn to bis own advantage the 
circumstance which occasioned it. " Gentlemen,*- 
he said to the cavalry around him, " do you see 
these cowardly rascals whom you beat at Tipper- 
muir, at Auldearn, and at Alford I Their officers, 
I declare, have at last found it impossible to bring 
ihem again before you, without first securing them 
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againgt your blowil with coAts of mail: To show our 
contempt of them, we'll fight them, if you please^ 
in our shirts." " With that, he threw off his own 
coat and waistcoat, bnckled up the sleetes of hia 
shirt, and, drawing his sword with, an air of pecn* 
liar resolution and ferocity, immediately stooii be^ 
lore bis army, a perfect living statue or model of 
all that can be conceived terrific in the appearance 
of a soldier. His cavalry, who heard his address^ 
were the first to imitate his example; and from 
them the enthusiasm of the moment soon spread 
to the remoter ranks of the Highlanders and Irish. 
The proposal being warmly recommended by the 
heat of the day, it was everywhere received with 
applause. The horsemen contented themselves 
with merely taking off their upper garments, and 
buckling up their shirt sleeves ; but the foot strip* 
ped their whole persons, even to their feet, retain- 
ing only their shirts, the skirts of which they tied 
betwixt their legs, while they also bared th^lr 
arms to the shoulder. The people of this districi 
of Scotland still retain a terrible remembrance of 
Montrose's naked armyy which fought, they say, 
more like butchers than soldiers.^ 

The battle commenced with a precipitate chai^ge 
of some of the Covenanting horse r^ments upon 
the cottage-gardens in which Montrose had plant* 
ed his advanced guard. This was done before the 
foot regiments marching in the rear had come up 
to their places, and without any order firom the 
general, who, according to his own account, did 
not think it yet time to give the proper word or 
sign of battle. It was occasioned by a mistaken 
notion which prevailed in this portion of the par* 
liamentary army, that Montrose's men were draw- 
ing themselves off along a concealed valley to the 
i 
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iveBt They bad soon occadon to me their rash- 
ness; for the royal musketeers fired upon them 
with such effect from behind their walls^ that they 
were aknost immediately obliged to turn back.dis- 
comfited. 

The Highlanders who stood nearest to this 
pointy when they perceived the Covenanters re* 
tire^ rushed up the hill^ with the intention of as- 
sisting the advanced party ; and thus a party of 
Montrose's troops made as gi-ievons a mistake, by 
acting without orders, as had just been committed 
with fatal consequences by the Covenanters. But 
here, it must be tdlowed, the erring party atoned by 
their conduct for the impropriety of its principle. 
Being charged, almost immediately after uiey came 
up^ by three large troops of horse, and a body of 
about two thousand infantry, comprehending the 
very flower of the Presbyterian army, they exhi- 
bited so little apprehension, as to leap over the 
wall which intervened between them ; then, rush- 
ing forward, in a cowering posture, to avoid the 
bullets of the enemy, they actually met the attack 
of the overwhelming force which nad been sent to 
annihilate them, face to fac^ and hand to hand ; 
apparently determined to take upon themselves the 
whole duty of fighting the opposite army, and con- 
tent that their general andcompanions shouldremaia 
behind, as mere witnesses of their valour. The 
foremost man of this gallant but imprudent little 
party was Donald, the son of John Muidartach, 
the captain or chieftain of Clanranald. It is re- 
corded of this intrepid youth, by the historian of 
his family, ^^ that, being at first behind the Mac- 
leans, he burst fairly through that tardier dan, 
with all his men, and, leaping a deep ditch, broke 
io upon the seffried host opposed to him* He was 
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immtdiiilelf Mlo^fBd byP»lrick Mai^regor, th« 
ebief of that renowned elan, (who was sarnaisecl 
Caochy on account of bia mad Talonr, and whos^ 
retainers on tbk day fcnnned one regiment wkb the 
men of Clanranald.) The Macleans were the» 
Bext who came tip to the dangerous and unequal 
contest. MacCol went only a little behind^ lead* 
kig a third body, with which, on seeing ^le two 
first to be so grieyously o(fermatehed| be speedily* 
rushed forward to their wsistaBee*^'' 

But all the lE^irit and entbunasm cf this fKttfi 
even assisted as it was by their wild appearance, 
would have soon {n*OTed of Httle ami against the 
weighty host opposed to them, if Montrese hii»- 
self had not taken measures for their relief. That 
gen^a^, an seeing them adTanee, had been mudi 
cbegrnied by their imprudence. Yet when eaee 
he saw them engage with such spirit, his heart 
could not long refuse to sympi^hize with and por^ 
don an act which was dictated by a feeKng so kin- 
dred to his own. Afraid, moreorer, that if fhrf 
should be beat back, an example of flight might be 
set before the eyes of his main body, he saw re»^ 
son, in prudence as well as in feeling, for sending^ 
a party to then: relief. Here, however, an unex* 
pected difficulty occurred. No portion of hia «r- 
my seemed wtUing to undertake what appeared tf 
duty of such hazard. 

In this exigency, and when the fate of the Higli^ 
land party, ami consequently of the whole army, 
seemed just avrlvhig at a crisis, Montrose aeoom* 
plished his oWect by one of those master-strekesr 
ef military policy attd address which distinguisbed 
htm. so much as a commander. Riding up to his 
fttithfnl counsettfff and friend, the Earl of Airly, 
who was standing al the bted of \m family troops 
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Im exdniBed, ^ Yoa see, niy lord; into wliat t 
hoae-net tbeae poor fellows have got themsalfesy 
by their ill-adTised daring* They mnst certainly 
be trampled in the' dirt by the enemy's horse, if 
not speedily relieved. I rentwe to apply to yonr 
lordship for this purpose, because the eyes of aH 
the officers are fixed upon you, as alone worthy of 
such a piece of precedency, and because it seems 
proper that an error which has been coonnitted by 
the fool-hardiness of youth, should be corrected by 
the veteran discretion and considerate valour of so 
venerable a warrior as your lordship. Forward, in 
the name of Go4 1 and show these mad lads, that, 
dever as they think themeehres, ^y may still be 
b^oldea occasionally to older men than diem* 
selves." Lord Airly, without a moment's hesita** 
tioBy set 1^ with his squadron of O^vies, to assist 
^ ov«r*matclied Highlanders ; and with such spi«^ 
rit did he make tJie charge, that the Covenanters 
instantly gave back, and fortune again inclined in 
lavour of the royalists. 

When Baillie saw his men reeling, he TiNle back* 
wards to the rear, where the Fife regiments, and 
•llMr bodies, had been placed as a reserve, intend** 
ing to bring them up to the support of the front. 
But these unwilling soldiers no sponer saw theur 
horse give ground, than, thinldng the day was ir^ 
recovmbly lost, they broke and fled. At this mo* 
nent, the main body of Montrose's army, seeing 
the success of the Highland party and the OgiU 
vies, raised a terrific shout, and dashed forward 
upon the remaining troops of the enemy. Depress* 
ed by the irtesolntion of their fellows, and terrified 
beyond measure by the appearance of the naked 
and savage-looking royalists, these troops stood no 
kmger in a body, but, turning away from the bat* 
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HCf ikp&ned thenradyea in every dire^ioii over 
the wide irregular country behind them. 

Mmitroee's men immediately gave chase ; and^ 
as they were in gen^vl more agile, and in fresher 
condition than the fngitiyes, they overtook thera^ 
and put them to deiuh in grei^ numbers. The 
very horse of the Covenanters^ among whom the 
nobles and officers are said to have been fwemosty 
did a great deal of mischief to the foot, by riding 
ova* them in their haste to escape* The number 
slain in the battle, on either side, was very small ; 
but, during the chase, almost the whole six thou- 
smd foot, who had composed the. Covenantmg ar- 
my, fell under the cruel claymore. Their horse 
al^e escaped in any considerable niunb^v, the 
royidists being so mueh impeded by the slaughter 
of the foot, that they scarcely overtook any f^- 
tives who had the advantage of being mounted* 
Among them^ the officers and nobility^ with hard- 
ly any exceplion, achieved their escape ; no per- 
sons of distinction being left bdiind on the field, 
besides Sir William Murray of Blebo, a gentleman 
of the name of Amot, and Colonels Dyce and 
Wallace, all of whom received quarter, and were 
h^KOurably entertained by Montrose, who subse- 
quently liberated them on parole. The fugitive 
officers chiefly fled towards Stirling, v^ich they at 
first thought of attempting to hold out against the 
enemy, though they idfterwards saw it fit to se^ 
less conspicuous places of refuge. The Marquis 
of Argyle did not stop till he reached the litde 
port of South Queensferry, upwards of twenty miks 
from the fiital field, whcsre, taking boat, he got on 
board a vessel lying in the Frith of Fordi, and im- 
mediately causing the sails to be unfurled, stood 
far out to the open sea. The cavalier hi»toriiai% 



d by Google 



BATTLE or KILSYTH. 101 

remurk, with mdicfoiM trininphi iimt tUn was tii6 
third time that his lordslap had been indebted to a 
boat for proteetion from Montrose. 

It would appear, from all accounts^ that the car« 
nage which followed this conflicty was by many de* 
gnees more exteiiaire and unsparing than what had 
ensued upon any other of Montrose's yictories* 
Aoeording to the Red Book of Clanranald-^fit 
name for a record of such doing»^the royalista 
f< continued a great part of ihe day, pursuing and 
killing the enemy.'* The earli^t translator of 
Wishart^ with still more emphatic simplicity of 
expression, says that ** the yictorious pursuers had 
4h€ kUiu^ ^ Aem for fourteen miles ;* a space 
equal to twenty-five by English measurement.^^ 
Wishart and Guthry make the number of the slain 
Amount to seven thousand ; and it was not pro- 
bably much lass. If we are to believe the writer 
of the statistical account of the parish, many of 
the peasantry were involved in the slaughter ; and 
even at the late period when the author wrote»^ 
a hundred and fiifty years after the event, thm 
were still innumerable traditionary lecoUectioDa 
junong the people, of ^ Uoody cinmmstances of 
the day. One has been particularised by the sta» 
tist:^An aged countryman having fled from the 
scene of iKMror, with four sons, was overtaken by 
ibe pursuers, and, being suspected by them of ha- 
ving been engaged in tl^ battle, althoogh in reality 
be was innocent, they immediately hewed him down 
with their swords. His sons clung around him, 
to shield his person, or plead for mercy ; but they 
were all cut, to pieoes in that very posture, and 
now lie interred in one ismb.^ 

The Fife regiments, numbmring about three thou- 
sand men, although placed in the rear, and the 
I 2 
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first to retreat, soffiered particniarlf on ito&tal dajT. 
It would indeed appear, that a mere wreck or shi<« 
dow of this imfortnnate body retnmed to the coun- 
ty from which it had been so cmelly and basely 
aJlMtracted. A remark made, serenty years after, 
by an aged Hi^ilander \dio had been present and 
assisted in their slaughter, may pwhaps give the 
reader a mcve vivid idea of the drcnmstances than 
any rounded detaiL ** It was a braw day, Kil- 
syth 1" this veteran would say, widi a grim smile ; 
^ at every stroke I gave with my broadsword that 
day, I cut an ell o' breeks I" ^— alladmg to the 
dress of his Lowland antagonists* 

It is recorded, moreover, by l^e writ«* of ihe 
Statistical Account of the parish of Anstmther, in 
fife, that so great an antipathy did the people of 
that part of the country conceive and retain for Ae 
military life, in consequence of the loss of their 
fiiends at Kilsyth, that, during a space of twenty 
years preceding 1790, when nearly a century 
and a hi^ had intervened since the dreadful day, 
only one man out of the whole parish had been 
known to become a soldier. 

The reader, vrhm he peruses this bloody rela- 
tion, may perhi^ be disposed to inquire, why 
Monteose did not ratiier spare the fires of his van- 
quished countrymen, and content himself with 
merely taking them prisoners.^ The only answer 
which can be returned to the 'question, is, that 
havmg no garrisons or fortified towns in his in- 
terest, where he could dispose of prisoners, and 
finding that the Jesuitism of his enemies taught 
them to consider it no wrong to break a parole 
with him, and even enter once more into service 
gainst him, he was compelled to adopt a principle 
of uncompromising extermination, as the only one 
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wUdi promiBed him the vhhiiate masterf 0ter the^ 
Corenantbig goyernment, at which he aimed. The 
whole circmnstances tmder which he fought — his 
slight tenm>e of command oyer his forces, his ne- 
cessity of rapid movements, his uncertain and per- 
petnally flnctnating strength, bnt, more liian all, 
his liability, and tlwt of his men, to be seized every 
day and pnt to death as traitors, demanded that he 
should act in the way he did. The histomns who 
stigmatize his proceedings with such epithets as 
savage and monstroos, seem to have quite fom>t' 
that, at the very beginning of the campaign, his 
enemies had placed him beyond the pale of ho- 
nomnable warfare — ^had reduced him, in feet, to 
the condition of an outlaw or a pirate — ^by their 
acts of excommunication and forfeiture. Could 
it be unjust — was it not, rather, perfectly fair— - 
that an anny which, if beaten, was sure to be hang- 
ed, should, when victorious, put those who threat^ 
ened it with that fate to the sword ? 

It is, absla'actly, very difficult for men sittmg in 
the peace and security of the present century, and 
whose minds have oidy been accustomed to judge 
of humanity in private life, to say what is humane 
or what is inhumane, in a peculiar sort of warfare 
which obtained in a remote and barbarous affe. 
The probability is — and the present writer, for his 
own part, has not the slightest doubt that such 
was Montrose's own sentiment upon the subject- 
that the unsparing plan was, under the curcum- 
stances, that which pronused the speediest conclu- 
sion to the war, and which was therefore, in reali- 
ty, the most humane. To show how differently, 
at least, many men may think upon such a ques- 
tion, it may be mentioned that, among the High- 
landers, the descendants of the very men who 
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fueled with what is e<Hisidered fluch tmrelenting^ 
tracnlence in this war, an idea very generally pre- 
yailsy that Montrose waa too hesitating and too 
humane a commander ; that he even, by permit- 
ting his own generous feelings to interfere too of- 
ten with matters of general policy, protracted the 
war to a length it would not have reached, had he 
been every thing which they could have wished 
him. ** A bloody war, a short one," is a maxim 
which they invariably quote, when alluding to this 
question ; and it is observable that, when ^ey dis* 
Quse the merits of the various commanders who 
have at different times led them to battle against 
the Saxon, they prefer, by many desrees, Alaster 
MacCol, or the Viscount Dundee, to him whom the 
Lowland cavaliers have i^;reed to designate << the 
great Marquis." But it is perhaps enough to settle 
this question in favour of Montrose, to remind the 
reader of what seems to be now a recognised prin- 
ciple in war of all descriptions, that no general wha 
studies to spare the effusion of blood, either in his 
own army or that of his opponenti will ever be 
very brilliantly successfuL ^ 
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CHAPTER V. 



BATTLE OF FHILIPHAUGH. 



fi(u/.~Methinks, your looks are sad, your cheer appalTd. 
Hath the late overmrow wrou^t this oflence ? 
Be not dismay'd ; for succour is at hand* 

Henry FT. Pari L 



The yictory of Kilsyth, the last and greatest 
Montrose ever gained, gave him for the time po»* 
session of the whole of Scotland. As it depriyed 
the opposite party of eyery thing like an army, so 
it completely broke iq> their goyemnient* (jlen<» 
cairn and Cassilis now fled oyer to Ireland; Aigyle, 
Crawford, Lanark, and others, took refuge within 
the fortified walls of Berwick* Their Parliament, 
their General Assembly, eyery organ of their recent* 
ly monstrous power, at once yanished ; and nothing 
was left behind but this red and triumphant soldi^, 
who, as the deeds he had done were next thing to 
miraculous, appeared in the eyes of this supersti- 
tions people a destroying angel, commissioned by 
the Supreme Being to lay waste the land.^ 

" Since the days of William Wallace," says 
Baillie, ^< or rather since Fergus the Second, [[a 
period of fabulous Scottish history, when the whole 
goyemment was for a time dissolyed,]] our land was 
neyer in the present condition. * ♦ * * 
I confess," he adds at another place, << I am ama* 
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zed, and cannot see to my mind's satisfaction, the 
reasons of the Lord's dealing with that land. The 
sins of all ranks there I know to he great, and the 
late mercies of God, spiritual and temporal, towards 
them to have been many; hut what means the 
Lord," adds this daring priest of the Scottish ta- 
bernacle, << so far from the expectation of the most 
clear-sighted, to humble us so low, and by his im- 
mediate hand, I confess I know not* » » » ♦ 
This shame," he continues, << will not he put off 
us for an age. The English contemn us m^ch the 
more : they have sent commissioners to crave New- 
castle and Carlisle from us, all our places of garri* 
sons but Berwick,"^ 

It was the very worst result of Montrose's vic- 
tory over their government, that the English, whose 
favour they had taken so much pains and used such 
unjustifiable measures to ^x>cure, and upon whom 
they were so anxious to impose their own favourite 
system of churdh-goremment, took occasion from 
it to hold them cheap, and even to menace them 
with a complete discharge from their service; 
which they were now the better fitted to do, that 
they had just gained a decided superiority over 
the king at the battle of Naseby, and were on that 
account enabled, as they thought, henceforth to 
cope with the cavaliers single-handed. The Inde- 
pendents, at least, who were at this period the 
greatest enemies the Scots had to contend with 
in their endeavours to establish Presbytery in Engw 
land, entertained these views, and cherished these 
sentiments, without the least disguise. 

The local disasters of the country were not less 
grievous than the political. The slaughter of Kil- 
syth had filled the country with lamentation. It 
was even judged to supereminently disastrous an 
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nffakf thA%^ for the first time such a thing bad ever 
been done in Scotland, the general populatioii wtn% 
into mourning on account of it. The plague, at 
tbe same time, continued to ravage the central <ti»r 
trict of the kingdom, including the capital and othev 
principa] towns. ^ NeTer/' says BalUie, ^ was suck 
a pest^ seen in Scotland : That it should hare 
trusted Cmade an assignation with3 tbe enemy at 
tint time and place, when we had most to do with 
Ldtb and Edinburgh, was eridently God's band." 

Montrose remained two days at Kilsyth to re- 
fresh bis men; and during that interval, the cttizena 
of Glasgow, who bad much reason to fear bis ven- 
geance, sent two commissioners, Sir Robert Don* 
glas and Mr Aichibald Fleming, to pro|ritiate bira^ 
by a profession of their submistton to the royal 
authority, as represented by bis person, and to be-> 
seech bis mercy upon theur town, wbkb they in-* 
treated him to honour with a visit. Affc^ such a 
tictory as that of Kilsyth, bis first motion would 
have unquestionably been towards the eapital« 
where, by seizing tbe seat of government^ and 
turning the artilleiy of tbe state, as it were, upoQ 
tbe enemy which bad just (juitted it, be might be 
said to have fixed himself in his conquest, almost 
beyond the possibility of eradication. But, an 
Edinburgh was for the present unapproachable, be 
was obliged to content himself with seizing Glas* 
gow; to which town, therefore, he marched on tbe 
tbhrd day after the battle- 
Previously to his removal from Kilsyth, be 
thought proper to send Alaster MacCol, with a 
•troBg party, into Ayrshire, for the purpose of dis* 
persing the levies which had been there made 
against him by the Earls of Cassillis and Glen- 
caim. At tbe approach of the major-general, 
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^ese two noblemen took shipping for Ireland, and 
their recruits retired to their separate homes. Mac- 
Col was received by the whole country with the 
warmest expressions of congratulation and sub- 
mission, especially by all such as had the least oc- 
casion to fear that their loyalty would be suspect- 
ed. By none was he treated with more deference 
than by the Countess of Loudoun, the wife of one 
ef the very triumvirate who might be said to have 
managed the insurgent government from its be« 
ginning. It is told of this lady, that, on being 
visited by MacCol at Loudoun Castle, she em- 
braced him in her arms, feasted him sumptuously, 
and sent a servant with his party, to pay her re- 
spects to the Marquis of Montrose.^ Her lady- 
ship, no doubt, anticipated the possibility of Mon- 
trose visiting her husband*s house and estate with 
the iate which he had already awarded to those of 
similar recusants. 

Almost the whole of the south of Scotland paid 
the same homage to the conqueror, and, it is to be 
supposed, with exactly the same insincerity. At 
Glasgow, he was presented with ten thousand 
merks, and treated with the most abject politeness. 

The counties of Lanark, Linlithgow, and Ren- 
frew, compounded for mercy with sums of money 
and promises of everlasting loyalty. Ayrshire 
i^eed to raise four thousand men for his service. 
The very burghs of Ayr and Irvine, noted in all 
time for fanaticism, condescended to purchase his 
mercy upon the same degrading teims. He re- 
ceived them all graciously, and granted them the 
protection they implored, after only exacting from 
them an oath of fidelity to the king. 
^ He stayed at Glasgow little more than a day ; 
it being found Uiat, although ho gave bis men 
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Btrict orders not to plunder, and even pnnisbed 
one or two such offences capitally, they could not 
well resist the temptations which so closely sur- 
rounded them while they remained in the midst 
of a large and wealthy town. Being now anxious 
to buy golden opinions from his countrymen, and 
if possible cause them to soften the character 
which his unsparing proceedings in the north ha4 
procured him, he Imd resolved to astonish th^ 
9laye8 who lay crouching at his feet with a cle- 
mency they did not expect, rather than to take 
the same severe measures with them which he 
had taken with their brethren elsewhere. He 
marched out of Glasgow, and encamped at a dis- 
tance of twelve miles, on Bothwell Moor, leaving 
with the citizens permission to mount a guard of 
thdr own order upon the city, and to defend their 
property against the attacks of hb men by all thei 
means in their power.^ 

The dty of Edinburgh having not yet sent in 
its submission, although it had as great reason to 
fear his anger as any other town in the kingdonu 
he now dispatched a party under the Master, oi 
Napier and Colonel NaUianiel Gordon, with or- 
flers to summon it, and, in the event of its holding 
out, to proceed against it with fire and sword. It 
was another object of this expedition, to procure 
the release of Lord Ogilvie, the Earl of Crawford, 
and other noblemen and gentlemen, his friends, 
and adherents, who had lain there imprisoned eyer 
sioce the beginning of the campaign, and who had 
latterly been in expectation of immediate execu- 
tion. 

Agreeably to his orders, the party thus dispatch* 
ed, which chiefly consisted of horse, stopped at 
the distance of a few miles from town, at once to 
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restrain Uie soldiers from all private acts of depreda* 
tion^ and to prerent them fh)m catching the plague. 
It then appeared that the citizens were not so mticll 
delayed in their submission, by relndance to makd 
it, as by the fear of its not being accepted-^not sO 
innch by the hope of defending themselves, as by 
the despair of procuring mercy. Wishart, who 
Was one of the cavalier prisoners, may be permit* 
ted to describe the scene of terror and alarm which 
now took place in the town, and the negotiations 
Which subsequently were entered into for mercy t 
to a great part of which he must have been ah ea^ 
imd eye-witness, 

" When the news of their approach reached th^ 
town, an universal consternation seized all tanks i 
they despaired of procuring terms, and appeared 
as frantic as if the city had been already in a blaze^ 
ind an enraged enemy murdering and destroying 
within its gates. Many, conscious of their guilty 
Reused themselves as sacrilegious, perjuted, and 
ttngratefiil traitors, and unworthy of wat clemency 
and foi^veness for which they so ardently prayed. 

'"f They privately made application to the pri- 
soners, and, in the most humble manner, intreated 
them, out of compassion to the place, which waat 
already half ruined by the pestilence, and to the 
iniserable remains of the inhabitants, that ihey 
would intercede with Montrose, and by their good 
offices avert that rage, which they now acknow^ 
ledged they had justly provoked. AH their hopes^ 
they said, were centred in their und«*taking this 
genentus office, as the only mean to preserve a sink* 
ing city from utter destruction. They acknowled'* 
ged themselves guilty of all the crimes laid to their 
charge, but solemnly protested that, should they at 
this time experience nis cleritency laiid goodness, 
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ih^ .Bhoidd at<ma for tb^ir ((mn^T rebellion by 
ibe moi^t exemplary loyalty, find iaipUcit duty and 
obadtenc^. 

<< Tbe prUoperpy wborn, not long before, tb^ 
meanest of the mob had Seated in the most con^ 
teiaptiious and despiteful manner, and devoted to 
the gibbet, nnn^ndlii) of the cru^ treatment they 
had received, gave words of enconragement to tb^ 
inhabitants, and told tbem, that neither the king 
hii^Belf, nor Montrose his lieutenant, had any plea* 
sore in the min uid destruction of his subjects^ 
but earnestly wished and laboured for their aiEifety 
and p]!>ospfirity» copld they only bp brought to see 
it tbemselyes. Th^y advised them forthwith to 
send commissioners to Montrose, to implore his 
pardoQt as nothing oould more effectnally contri- 
ImUi to mollify the heart of a conqueror than a 
speedy pijd>mis3ioa-«^{H'omising to intercede with 
Montrose in their behalf; and they did not doubt 
but hia gi>eat and generous soul would allow itself 
to be ovarcoma with the humble intreaties and 
Qapplicationa of a distressed city. 

<< The eitiveps of Edinburgh, thus encouraged 
with hopes of nuecess, immediately convened the 
town-oounci]^ in order tp make choice of proper 
commiflsio^^^ to send to Montrose. These com- 
imssioners they sent along with the Earl of Craw-« 
ford and Itord OgUne, the two most distinguished 
men among all ^ prisoiiers, earnestly imploring 
the ]9At&e that they would use their interest with 
the I40rd-General in their behalf, thereby to pre- 
serve a city already sore afflicted with the aven- 
ging hand of Heaven ; at the same time wishing 
destruction to themselyes and their posterity, t£ 
ever they should prove ungrateful for the favour, 
OF ungrateful to their benmctors. 



d by Google 



121 BATTLE OF FHILIPHAV6& 

<^ These two noblemen cbecdnUy mdertoob 
this office, to the great satisfaction of the whole 
city ; and, having joined the del^^ates, went out 
to meet the Master of Napier. In bis way to- 
wards Edmbnr^, the master had relieyed his &« 
iber, wife, and sisters, as also Sir George Stirling 
of Keir, his brotber*in-law, from the prison of 
Linlithgow, to which they had been sent by the 
Covenanters from the castle of Edinburgh ; and 
being now attended by this agreeable company, 
and by the city delegates, he returned dire(^y to 
Montrose. 

<< Montrose was transported with joy at the 
sieht of his dearest friends, Crawford and Ogilvie, 
whom he met with the tenderest embraces of 
friend^i^, having been so long deprived of their 
company and assistance. He congratulated than 
on their safety and deliverance, and gave them all 
the respect and accommodation possible, as a con- 
solation, in some degree, for their long confine- 
ment On the other hand, they expreaaed the ut- 
most gratitude to him, and extolled him as their 
avenger and deliverer ; both parties thus seeminff to 
vie with each other in mutual expressions of their 
affection and esteem. The city delegates were 
then admitted to audience ; they made a free sur« 
render to him of the town, and humbly depreca- 
ted his vengeance, and implored his pardon «nd 
forgiveness ; promising, in name of the whole in- 
habitants, an inviolable fidelity and obedience for 
the future, and committing themselves and all their 
concerns to his patronage and protection, which 
they humbly intreated he would grant them. They 
also promised immediately to release all the pri-* 
soners in their custody, and desired him to assure 
himself, that any thing else he should desire of 
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Hmm ahoidd be msUti^sr complied with. Tbe 
UswUf they 8aid» bed been almost depopulated by 
a heedful plague, so tbat bo supplies of meo 
iDDuld be expected from it ; but they were ready 
to emitribute all tbey could to defray the expense 
c^ w\M troops he might raise ia other placaau 
Above all, they most eaniestly implored him to 
int^cede for them with their most gracious and 
xnercifol king, to obtain his pity and pi^dop, and 
thaA he would not qondemn uie whole city for the 
fsrime of rebellipn, into which they bad been isu 
voiced by the craft end example of a few insidious 
men, anaaed with power and authority. Montrose 
ffire them reason to hope for the royal forgiyeness ; 
and tbe only conditions be demanded of them 
wwe, Isty Sacredly to observe their loyalty and 
aUegiaaee to bis majesty for the future ; ^ To 
^enounoe all conrespondence with the rebeK wbe^ 
ther within or without the kingdom ; Bdi To bwt* 
r^Mler the castle of Edinbiirgh to the king's oA^ 
ceia ; and, 4th, That, as soon as ihey returned to 
the dty, they should set all tbe prisoners at li* 
berty, and scmd them forward to hiis camp* 

<< Tbe first of these articles," says Wishart, 
<' they pa;-tormed with all expedition ; but, agrees 
ably to tbmr usual p»6dy »id ingratitude, tbisy 
did not ratify any of tbe rest.'* 

It is scarcely necessary to stop the narrative, 
even for a moment, to point out the morale of this 
truly humiliating picture of the conduct of the 
city of Edinburgh ; as, to every one who has read 
the preceding chapters, it must be obvious that a 
twisaeti<m involving more dissimulation txkd me^-^ 
aesa never iM^ore took place. But it may, perhaps, 
be allowable to Observe, tbat sudi transactions must 
oi neeesiity be always very frequent during pe- 
k2 
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rio^ of dvil war» and eyen during times of strong 
politico] dissensicm ; beeausei oyer and aboye the 
two factions who c<Midnct the stiroggl^ and who 
are alone committed to liye and die in it^ l^ere id 
always a still larger third party, comprehending 
the weak| the timid, and the indi£ferent, who are 
content to accommodate their own sentiments to 
those of the party which may acquire a temporary 
power oyer them, and think any sacrifice of princi- 
ple little enough to ensure them continued posses- 
ion of life and its good things. It seems certain^ 
<^ttt so long as there is a diyersity of opinions and 
interests in the community, there will occasionally 
liappen crises when a dnl war is nnayoidable ; hut 
no party should oyer lose sight of this awful con- 
sideration, as a means of moderating their mutual 
rancour, that, eyil as many things appiear when the 
nation is in a state of tranquillity, thev must be 
by a thousand degrees more tolerable than those 
innumerable ills which oyertake both the miinds 
and the persons of the people after an appeal has 
been made to the sword ; ills, of which not 1^ 
least is that wide-spread hypocrisy — that unmanly 
habit of dissembling, which must obtain, in such a 
case, among the greater part of the nation, and of 
"which so notable an instance has just been pre- 
sented to the reader. 

Montrose remained encamped at Bolliwell, re- 
ceiying the homage of the country around, till the 
3d of September. During his residence there, he 
was honoured with seyeral communications firom 
the king ; in particular, with one of a highly flat- 
tering imtnre. Charles, now ftdly aliye to the 
great merits <^ Montrose, and sensible that he had 
done more for the royal cause timn any other man 
of his country^ thought proper to honour him wi^ 
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Im extended eotnmission, as ** Lieutenant-GoTer- 
nor of Scodand, and General of all bis Majest/i 
Forces ^ere •" by wbicfa be iras empowered td 
raise and command forces in Scotland, to march, 
if expedient, into England and act against such 
Scottish subjects as were in rebellion there, also 
to exercise unlimited power oyer ^e kingdom of 
Scotland, to pardon or condemn state criminals as 
he pleased, and to confer the honour of knighthood 
upon such as he thought worthy of it. By ano-^ 
ther commission, he empowered him to call a par« 
Vament on the 2Bth of October next, at Glasgow^ 
where he, as royal commissioner, might c<msult 
with the king's fnends regarding the further prose- 
cution of the war and the settl^nent of the king* 
dom. These commissions, the first of which besunr 
to have passed the seal at Hereford on the 25th of 
June, were carried to Scotland by Sir Robert Spot^ 
tiswood, the son of Archbishop Spottiswood, a 
zealous loyalist, who had been ongmally Lord FVe« 
sident of the Court of Session, but who, having 
been compelled by the pressure of the times, like 
many other men oiP peaceful professions, to appear 
in scenes of bustle and danger, had latterly accom*^ 
panied the king under the character of his Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland. The route by which 
the precious documents were brought from the 
hands of King Charles to those of ibe Marquis of 
Montrose, gives a vivid idea of the state of the 
Country, and the danger of travelling through it ai 
^is unhappy period : Sir Robert had been obliged,' 
for the safety of his person, to pass from Oxford 
into Wales, from thence to the isle of Man, from 
thence to Lochaber in the West Highlands, and 
from thence through Athole towards Bolhwel? 
Kirk ; being conducted on his last stage by a 
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fffftf of HigUanders, Y^bm be nmv^d f^ tbti 
i^ampt Montrose held a grand review of his tvoq^s ; 
lifk^r which th9 Gommiiaioiia were delirered t^ 
jAtn ia ft ceremom^w maimery beneath the roya) 
^taoderdf Moptrose afterwards pu$ them into tb? 
haods of Archibald Fdiproaei clerk of the Qam^ 
iqittee of Est^tea^ for registration in the book* 
pif Parliament; that gentleman having joined him» 
along with the Jii8|i^e«>CleTk» Hamilton of Orbifrv 
ton* for the porpoaO) aa has since been sappoeed» 
of betraying his ooimcile to the Miemy. Whe^ 
the ceremony waa ovfo:, he made a shcfft speech to 
the army» and immediately took advantage of the 
new powers with which he waa vested, to knight 
Ahwter Macditmald, (MacCo}>) the favourite hero 
pf at least the Highland part of his forces. 

About the same time that Montrose reoeived 
ihia commission^ he was honoured with oommun^ 
^tions from Ae king, of later date, disclosing to 
him the plans which his Miyesty h^A formed for 
his subsequent conduct. The gist of these was, 
that he should poar^ into the Border counties, 
whero there were a numbar of lojral noblemen pos^ 
sessed of great territorial iniuence, as the Marquis 
of Do9gIa3, and the ISarls of Hartfell and Annan-* 
dale, in tlie West Border, and the Earls of Home, 
Soxburghe, and Traquair, in the East ; thattfaesQ 
noblemen having joined him with their tenantry, 
he should break down upon the Scottish army bi 
the north of England, and endeavour to produce a 
diversion of the English Farliam^tary forces to* 
frards that qpiarter. 

Snt before he could put his project in execution, 
some circumstances occurred wmdi considerably 
weakttied the proi^eet of its sueceas. The Scot- 
tish leadera at Berwick had now resolved, as a 
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^iesperate effort for rescubg their eomiUy, to bring 
down upon him from £ngland the whole of the 
powerfbl body of horse which had been so effec* 
tive at the battle of Long Marston Moor ; calca* 
lating, with that force, so well qualified as it wad 
to compete with his nimble and desultory bands^ 
at length to procure the victory which so many 
iarmies of militia and even of disciplined infantri^ 
had already fought for in vain. At the head of 
this body was General David Leslie, a kinsman of 
the old Eaii of Leven, who was now rising fast 
into favour with the Covenanters, and who had, 
by his auperior conduct at the great fight just men- 
tioned, dmost succeeded at once to ^e whole 
glory of his venerable relative.'' Leslie had, by 
the 1st of September, reached Berwick, on his way 
to Scotland, with an army of cavalry numbering 
not much less than six thousand. 

To meet such a force with effect, Montrose 
would have required all the forces with whicH 
he had fought the battle of Kilsyth, and either 
iBL few hundreds of additional horse, or a consi* 
derable advantage of ground. Unfortunately, at 
this very moment he was deserted by a great 
number of his old forces, instead of being joined 
by any new. Three thousand of his Highkuidera, 
partly from Athole, and partly frt>m Argyle and 
the dbBtricts adjacent, at once left his camp, under 
the conduct of Sir Alaster Macdonald ; the men 
induced by a desire of providing winter quarters 
and food for their fJEunilies, many of whom had been 
rendered destitute and houseless by the enemy^ 
while MacCol himself was inspired with a wish of 
revenging upon the Campbells the treadioy and 
cruelty with which they had treated his friends in 
the Western Islands.^ The Earl of Aboyne, more* 
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over, took Hm opportun^jr tp go 9on|iw«rd wi(b 
his followers, in order to convoy hi? foth^r from 
bis pliu^ of conc^ahoep^ in Sutherland tp Mon* 
trose's oMnp f ft project which he had formed im^ 
inediately aifter the kittle of Alford, but which hm} 
tb^n been postponed for a time. 

His army thus diminished, it became a great 
question with Moutrose, whether he should trust 
bimself on a recruiting expedition through the Bor^ 
der coiuties, ^t the risk pf being atts^dced in his 
weakness by Leslie's horse, or adopt the mor^ 
cautious expedient of retiring to the confines of the 
Highlands, and there waiting for the return of bis 
^ipuQtaiueers and Gordons. It is prohable that, 
if he had not just before gained six great yictoriesi 
h(} would not have hesitated a moment to take thQ 
last measure ; but that, as tb^ pa99 stood, his heart 
braced by repeat^ success tp any danger, and his 
miud farther inflamed with a desire of fulfilling 
with all e^^peditiou the gn^d scheme pf conquest 
bud Qnt for him by his sorereign, he was qompel* 
1^, as it were, by a uecessity of his uature, to tak© 
tbo more adventurous course. We are aluiost cou'r 
jplrm^d in this theory by the overweening cpufid^pQ 
which the historian of the faipily pf Gordop, upon 
jufi^mation derived from pue of his adberputs, de» 
si^ribps hiyn as at this period entertwniug yegardiu^ 
bis pwn respurijes and luek ss a gen^ ; a cpur 
fid#ucp so overweenipg as tp be oSensive to many 
pf his best frieuds, who felt it to be an indic^tu^ 
that he did npt appreciate their assistauce in the 
way bQ ought to have done, apd which was tbere^ 
fpr^t ac^Gprding to Gordou, mie of the causes of the 
desertimi pf the Earl of Aboype. The theory is 
^bw confirmed by the circumstance, that be left 
hi^ camp at Botbwell, for the purpose pf proceed^ 
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itig upon fak recmiting expedi^oa^ tbe very day 
after the Hi^landers bftd deserted faim.^<* 

Smue days befm« temoviDg, be had sent th« 
Marquis of Douglas wd Lord Ogilvie to raise Uie 
itien of the West Matches, and had written letten 
to the Earls <^H(HDe, Roitburghe) and Tiaqoair^ re^^ 
questing them to hasten tbeit leviesi in confcami* 
ty to the design and wishes of the king* He teems 
to have finally satisfied himself in his purpose of 
marching southward, by the answer sent bv tlMse 
noblemen to his request, which bm^^ that, although 
they exerted themselves to t^e utmost of theif 
power, they found they could never succeed to dia 
extent they wished, till he himself should encou- 
rage them by hto presmice* Some historians^ as 
Wishart and Gutk^, have roundly asserted, Uiat 
Home and Roxbuighe, if not also Traquair, wera 
now actuated by a secret dealing wiUi iho Cove* 
nanters, to draw him south, that he might fall into 
Leslie's hands. But, thou^ certtdn ciroumstancei 
give this assertion an air of probability, it seems 
more likely that, if they were really disinclined to 
the king's service on this occasion, it proceeded 
from no other cause than a jealousy of Montrose^ 
or else a well-grounded fear Uiat, even widi their 
assistance, he could not stand his ground i^(ainst 
Leslie; 

It ought to be mentbned, that, accordmg to 
GuUn^'s account of this transaction, it was part 
of the scheme, that the Earl of Ttilliebardint , a 
zealous Covenanter, (tmcestor of the Duke of 
Atiioie,) should raise all his vassals, and all tho 
friends of the Covenant north c^ the Forth, to act 
as a sort of check behind, and prevent Montrose 
from te^Mting to tile mottntaki8> in the event of 
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\ Wjlb troopa, therefore, diminkhed from the fif0 
thousand he oad at Kilsyth, to only seven hundred 
foot and about two hundred mounted gentlemen," 
but ins^Hred by a vague expectation of finding great 
reinforcements either ready to join him, or fit to 
do so in two days after he should appear among 
them, Montrose, on the 4th of September, 1^ be- 
hind him the great natural fastness which had af- 
forded him so much protection during his whole 
campaign, and marched towards an open country, 
where he was almost sure of being taiken at a dia- 
advantage by the powerful enemy which was co- 
ming to oppose him. At Cranstoun Kirk, in Mid- 
Lothian, he was informed that Leslie had reached 
Berwick, and also learned, by means of an, inter- 
cepted letter, the scheme which had been cono^ted 
to cut off his retreat to the north ; yet such was 
his infatuated confidence in his own powers, and 
mch a reliance did he place on the efforts of the 
Border nobles, that, instead of hesitatinff for a 
while to consider the propriety of the st^, he only 
took it with the greater precipitation ; an intentioa 
which he had previously entertained to remain at 
Cranstoun during the ensuing day (Sunday), in or- 
der to hear Dr Wishart preach, being now abandon- 
ed, that he might prosecute his march with all speedy 
In the vale of Gala Water, which he now de« 
acended, he was joined by some small bands which 
|he nameof Douglas was there yet powerful enoi^ 
to raise. But as he advanced, he learned with 
great chagrin, that a considerable body which th« 
marquis and Lord OgUvy had raised in the West 
Marches, was almost completely dissipated by de-. 
aertion. The Earl of Traquair inet him at Uahin 
ahiels, and gratified him wiUi a profesaiimof warm 
loyalty and of affection for his own perami ; and 
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jMZl dty be wm join^ by a troop of excellent 
koae» wbich that nobleman bad raised in Peebles* 
tbire, and wbicb be bad plaeed under tbe command 
«C bis eldest son, Lord Linton. Traqnair, at the 
«ame tiaie^ undertook a task wbicb be did not af- 
terwards perform v«y Mrell^-tbat of advertising 
inm of David Leelie's motions. 

Surprised, as be adyanced, southward, to bear 
so intelligence from Home and Roxburgbej wbom 
jbe expected to bare at least come to welcome bim 
4o (he country, be resolved to march towards their 
^respective places of residence, and force them to 
berar themselves* But the didnclination or fear 
;ef these noUemea caused them, before be approach- 
ed, to surrender themselves to David Leslie ; a 
measure of caution which enabled them to pre- 
'ierve their apparent fidelity to the king, and yet 
escape serving bis g^ieial, wbile^tt tbe same time 
it tended to ingratiate them with the Covenanters. 
They of ooune pretended, in this case, to have 
been surprised by their captors ; but it was after- 
^rards known that Roxburgbe bad himself sent to 
Berwick for the two troops of horse which seized 
Jbim. 

On finding himself thus disappointed, Montrose, 
if we are to l^lieve Sir Robert Spottiswood,^^ ** was 
jH>t very much amazed.*' Yet, knowing the dan- 
get of his present situation, he speedily adopted 
the resolution of marching back with all speed to 
^the Highhinds, or, in the event of that retreat be« 
ing cut off, towards tbe Western Border, where be 
believed be might be rescued by a large troop of 
borse wbidb the king bad ^ven him some prospect 
of sending down for bis relief. With this view, he 
marched westward to Jedburgh, and from thence 
atill farther woetwml to Selkirk, wh^re, ^on fiie 
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night of the ItihofSeptemlmiheeikiSuafidimtm 
open plain called Fhiliphangb, himself lodgkig wilft 
nil his horse within the town. 

It may be proper to describe ike gvonid Ott 
which he thns pitched himseifi and on wbidb be 
was deethied next day to lose, in one hour, ibe ?»> 
suit of a twelvemonth's hard-won trinmpb; bo^ 
canse, if the reader could coneeiw a f^l idea of 
the loeaics he might be disposed to exenlpate tUi 
great eeneral from the imputation so oft^ thrown 
upon him^ that his defeat was owing in some nie»> 
sure to a defect of judgment hi the choice of bb 
groand. Phifipfaaugh is simply, as the last syllable 
of the name implies, a level piece of allufU gromd^ 
stretching along the north bank of the Ettridc, for 
about two miles above the junction of tiiat miner 
river with the Tweed. As bieh and iaaoeeasibk 
grounds rise above it on both sidesi H may be 
described, in other words, as a deep recess in the 
mountunous region which hems in the river Tweed 
to the south, or as the ^mdotMAfifv of a small glett 
which opens upon the greater vale of that di^fa»- 
gidshed stream. Montrose pitched himself at the 
inmost extremity of the recess, (at a place caUed 
the Hareheadwood,) where, havmg the narrow 
passes of the Ettrick and Yarrow behind Um, fer 
secure retreat, he could only be approached in one 
way ; namely, by the long expanse of Phil^bangb^ 
which lay before him, and over which no eoeny 
seemed able to make a sudden enough advance to 
surprise him. To make his post still seearar, 
while he rested the left wing of his lit^e army 
upon the wooded heights of the Hardiead, wfao^ 
it was impossible for cavalry to turn his flank, be 
caused trenches to be thrown np on the plain be- 
low for the protection of the right. Dnwctly hi 
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y tbe wild and Icmelv vale of Yvtqw 
fppepedofffrQni tb^widoraUmtouiwbicbhe lav; 
and at tbe diBtance of a mile in adyaoce of bia 
cvnp, ibe (own of Selldrk crowned a height aboYo 
%b» Ettrieky forming an excellent poaition for hia 
adnmced-gnard and head^iiarCera> becanae it lav 
directly betwixt his army imd the point from which 
he conpcMred it likely or poaaible for I^lie to ap- 

The pi«ea;i»tio98 which he tookto gnardagainat 
9 midden ai^^mcb on the part of i.e8Ue» were not 
perhi^ ao rery carefhl or jndidona as bia diapoai* 
lapiia. It had always been bw coatom thron^ont 
llm oampaj|pi, and be had no doobt fonnd hu ac-* 
PW^ in it, to ae^ the watches set oTory night with 
Ma own ffyesi and to amid 4^ the sisoata with dlt 
ijartims and precautioiis deliyertd directly from hia 
own PPNNitht On ^ fatal eve» altw^tb^ igiHH 
apt 9f I^idie'a motions* but only eotertainmg n 
Tiigve i^pr? hensip9» tha^ a^ hia force consisted alt 
together of caralry, he might make a yery anddw 
advaPM he oonce^rt d that be might, witbont great 
mkf diniate dieae dntiea for opi^ night to his o^ 
eaif^ woile he himself attended to a task of n 
mopp f^reasing natnrei^that of preparing against 
9#z* morning a set of dispatches for tho king, 
wMi he had jnat fonnd an opportunity of sending 
nff by a pe^nliarly sore hand* The officers whom 
he thus tnwt^ biding vian of lon^->tried abilitiea 
and d^CFetion, and die sconta bang chiefly the 
fpaaala of the Earl of Traqaair^and toerefore per- 
focdy well aeqaainted with t^e conntij, he nn 
donbt eoncmved that, even on an evening when 
danger had the appearance of being more instant 
and impending, be might have acted as he did. It 
mnst have at uast appeared to him that there was 
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* ttiore urgent necessity for his 'getting the fdn^ 
Apprised of his present drcamstances, in order that 
no time might he lost in procming thut royal stip^ 
ply of cavalry, upon which he depended for relief 
in the eyent of his retiring into Dumfries-shire,' 
than there was for his executing a piece of camp« 
duty in person, wliich to all appearance could be 
delegated for one night with perfect safety. 

Acting under the influence of considerations like 
these, he sat up the whole night, writing his dis« 
patches^ while nis scouts scoured the Country ill 
all directions for nearly twenty mOes. Before mora* 
ing, he himself received several vague reports aa 
to the motions of the enemy, proMl>ly from the 
country people; and these he took care to cfispatch; 
ever and anon as he received them, to his officers 
at the camp. But he was always re-assured, by 
attestations froni the scouts who came droppmg in^ 
that ^ they wished damnation to thdr souk, tf they 
had any where found the least appearance of wsa 
an enemy. 

Strange to say, Leslie was this very night lymf 
with four thousand horse at Melrose, only six 
miles from the royalist camp. He had, as Mon<^ 
trose learned at Kelso, marched forward from Bei> 
wick into Scotland, intending to plant Inmself al 
Stirling, so as to cut off the retreat of the enemy 
to the Highlands : On the day that Montrose 
inarched from Jedburgh to Selkirk, Friday, Sep* 
tember 12th, he had held a council of war al 
Gladsmuir, in East Lothian, where this course wai 
ultimately determined on. A letter, however, ha^ 
ving reached him immediately after the council wa* 
held, by which he was apprised of Montrose's 
weakness, and of his intention to retreat into Dum* 
fries-shire, the IVesbyterian general judged it ex* 
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In^ jast jb^n e^tei^d iiidkks aqd w^ II (Sr«^ 
jf po9sib)9y ^ mMm ntUteh upon the loyalUts; U 
^pp««i?ng tP |iii9 iffifriii^le thai be eo«ld e^er 
mf# en ppppTtmuty pf %b(iog tbem eftarwards 
witb fripeter edvsiiiwge pQ bis Qwe fide. Oatbat 
dey> tbereibre, ii^teed of migpebingop towards Stirr 
ling, be teroed abort ab<wt ik-pm Gladaawby end^ 
lAlliog «pp9 Mp9trp«e'B owQ traek down the wuk 
x^Qttla, r/^hed the Tallage of Melreae, ixj^m the 
Imi^ of tbe Tweed, not Iopat «^r the eomy bad 
^oweped ie ibe Qeigbbpurbpod of Selkirk, A 
jnrfsi pf yeiwpA) deq^lF proFeoted bi$ appr<«iob 
to tfie lillege frpw beiog obffepred by Mcmtrooe'e 
Bpo^ts i md after Mttlipg bimelf for the night, be 
^(her ley «p etill, end took emch pertaie measeret 
% oittuig off the fpiea wbp epprpaebed idro» or 
W»ff ao mmph fe^pured in bia de^9 by the treeebr 
iwy pf these mtelligencersy that the royal gmieral 
did not diseoTer the ftct till it wea too late to ob« 
Yiete its eyil effects* 

JJow MoatroaeV aopntp, wbo are represmited ae 
be?ing ranged the whole night to a disti^iee of neeiw 
}y twenty milep, sbotdd have failed to obsi^Te an 
ffm^y of aucb itrwgth, who by at the iwct vil^ 
lege> and within the distenpe pf m miles, is a 
metter which cannot now be e:iplained with cef^ 
Ininty. Time are three modea of aeeoiinting f of 
it t die flrst si^posea it to here been oceasioned 
hf more want of ligilaace pn the part of Montrose^ 
h$ oncers, and 9coi^ ; by the sec^d, it is cpojeen 
Jwred that Isei^e bad been able to cut off all the 
pQpnts wbo eame in bis direction; while the third 
ronndly assets it to bare been entirely owing to 
jtbe treeebery pf the Earl of Traq^. I4»ying 
aside the first end second thewiae u$ imprebebl^ 
1,2 
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or as merely the gratutonu coiijectilres of nodeni 
oathora, it most be acknowledged that the third, 
which has been started and insisted np<m by con* 
temporary writers, (Wisfaart and Gnthry,) seems 
the only one by which the wonder can be ration- 
ally accoimted lor. To exculpate the ear], it is 
true, Grordon has shown that, after the snppressioil 
of the insurrection, he was fined in a rery heary 
turn by the Coyenanters, as a punishment for his 
tempmry alliance with Montrose. Yet, on th6 
other hand, when we take into account his vacil- 
lating conduct in the earliw years of the war, as 
also the circumstance (stated by Guthry^ of his 
withdrawing his troops on some pretext from 
Philiphangh immediately before the battle, toge- 
ther with the disrespect in which he was ever a£* 
ter this period held by both Coyenanters and Royal- 
ists, it must be ccmfessed that there still remains 
considanble probability in the theory which has 
represented him as betraying Montrose. 

Whether Leslie was or was not favoured by a 
treacherous party in the enemy's camp, it is at 
least certain that he was muclk indebted to a na- 
tural accident for the triumph he was about to gain* 
He was able to advance from Mehrose to a spot 
within half a mile of Selkirk, without being dis- 
covered, by reason of one of those thick mists which 
so often darken the mornings of September in 
Scotland. His route lay close along the south 
bank of the Tweed till he came to the confluence 
of the Ettrick with that river. It was just day- 
break when he reached that point. He then c(m<^ 
tinned his insidious march up along the south-east 
bank of the Ettridc, till, coming to a place about 
a mile short of Selkirk, he is affirmed, by credible 
tradition, to have encountered a countnmian well 
3 
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tJTectod to tb6 CovnuHity ivno undertook to con^ 
dnct Inm aeroes the Ettrick to the plain, or kaugh^ 
on the opposite side^ and so <m towards the caoro 
t>f the enemy, hy a path which it was not probabfo 
that they were watching with great strictness* 
Leslie saw reason to follow the advice of this 
gnide, hecaose to have adTanced upon Sdldric, in 
parsnanoe of ^s present route, would have tended 
to warn the enemy, hy alarming hk adraaetd 
guards there stationed. The result of his precaiB- 
tion was, that he had almost got hevond Selkkk, 
so as to be nearly betwixt Montrose's head-quarten 
nnd his camp, before that general was aware of his 
apnroadi, or eren ot his presence in the country. 

llie first notice Montrose had t)f Us adTanca 
"was what he receiyed from the firii^ <^ the out* 
posts at Leslie's troops, which, as he was not 
above half a mile from the spot, easily readied 
iiis ears. Immediately on heanng that sound, so 
well calculated to alarm him, he rushed from his 
quarters, flung himself upon the first horse he saW| 
and, gallo^ng down the «teep descent ^on winch 
the town is situa^, soon reached the camp where 
his presence was so necessary. Fortunatcay, Les« 
lie had not yet advanced so far as to intervene be* 
twixt Selkirk and the camp, or he must have been 
'fidriy prevented from putting himself at the head 
of his tro<»>8, if not also ti^en prisoner or skin, 
^nie iron-cmd bands of the Covenant were only 
^advancing along the haugh to the north-east of 
Selkirk, at the moment Iw left the town. Thm 
were, however, already engaged in a skirmish witn 
the retiring videttes. > 

When ue marquis reached his troops, he found 
that his men had already risen, and were engaged 
in tho duties preparatory to a removal of their 
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iM^iofey that die^jr ^i^9i» ijto f^ 

8U». TbM wnm «o for filltllAat^| f(^^ «1Aoim^ « 
puc y im tion «9 piafob wqa 4| Ywry diffeF^t tUog 
fiMm a ppf^prntioft t^ fi^ mii ib^ hoimt ^ paj> 
timdar, frere all 4«ip(med «lQiPg llie ««igUHH^wff 
fialdfli eatiog tbeir mommg nml of gEasi, «Ad 
AtasdotB ia th« wofil poiBiUo oopditioa ^ oo«r 
laanea a battle, the caae woqM fieminly hf»?A hm^ 
praoh wane if Lei^i^ bad saipruiad tb^m in iju^ 
beds. 

Yaty after aU, it m^ba tm^fkA with mvm wi^ 
fideoeey that, aFaa aapponng tb«pa h«d jbfiem o# 
sorpnM ia the fitee, bill the wM» Tfif/njis^ had 
faaaa driibi^iaitelf drown up ito r^mv^ tim «hai^ 
af the PredbjTterjaa ajmi7» diere wm h^ a vmf 
pacHT dm^Qt that a hoif of less tibiui a thoviiM 
foot a&d fire hnndiad honae^*^^ f^jph n^fti the 
BMsendble anomt of Mojb^q0»*§ mm^ 09 thjp 
diaaatraiis day#*HriiOJ«ld keep tbair gro»od ageiM 
foor or ftra A a man d well armed imd well di^e^ 
lined oardry, ^rfioae name thw^ca^oits had iSu 
veady laada toR&le, To weaken BtiU fsjttbex tbii 
wretched diaaoe, many of the roy^tietay both bouse 
and feoty were raw luid iU-tmined mlitia; mm 
dragged into a aervice they deteeted» and ndho 
looked upon the party they had to fig^ with aa 
neBt thing to irreaistible. A Lowland fe^tjefnen/^ 
who WB8 pieeent at Ledie'a maater the 49f befi^ro 
OB Qladamnir, has oommeminated that to m ima- 
ginationi and those also of his fiienda, {the gentry 
of Lothian and the Merse^ there j^ieeeDty) the e^pbfc 
tf so ma^Y aum dad ia steely back end tovaast, 
wiA faelnirts^ aad merag in web regpvkir orden 
and widi anch a fearless demeaimir, ww the moat 
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Itwfol tfaiag tbfit ooald be coiuseived. If meh wa» 
tbe impressioiL of a «et of unconcerxied spectators 
at a mere renew, it may well be coQceived that 
men of the same order, who were to be exposed to 
the same troops in a mortal struggle, would r^ard 
them with a feeling partaking still more of terror 
Such would really appear to have been tbe case; 
for, at the first sound of the enemy's trumpet, and 
the first glance which was got of their solid and 
long-extending line9> the late levies, horse and foo^ 
xerared in confusion towards their own country, 
leaving only a few of their officers, men of hor 
nouraUe feding and of personal zeal in the cause, 
to assist the meagre bands of Irish and mounted 
gentlemen, which Montrose then had to oppose tp 
the enemy. 

It was about half an hour after day-break, (Sa^ 
tniday, tbe 13th of September, 1645,) when Les^ 
lie's troopers made their attack upon the roya). 
army* The pcnnt which they chose to assail wan 
the right wing, which has been already described 
as projecting upon the plain of Fhiliphaugh, and as 
being partially covered by trenches* There, as it 
was the weakest point, Montrose also took care to 
pitch himself and his small band of cavalry ; the 
left wing, as already mentioned, beii^ safe amidst 
the woodb which clothed the heights of Harehead. 

The charge was made with all the confidence in* 
spired by superior numbers, and the pride of having 
accomplished a surprise. It was not, however, at* 
tended with tbe instantaneous success which might 
have been expected from these premises. Mon<» 
trose^ at the head of about a hundred and fifty gal- 
lant cavaliers, most of whom were gentlemen by 
birth and soldiers by profession, met the hug^ 
force of the heroes of I^ng Marston with a firm* 
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^miBs f&tfedlyAmkMe. He even maaaged, with 
-this UtUe band, to repidse a&d stagger the gveal 
eqvadroM wbicfa attacked him. Again ^ey came 
iq> to the ehaige; aad again they were driTen 
bedk. Uafortanately, the bmrery c^layed by 
this deapeimte few, was aU in vain. The deladi- 
ment which LeaKe had eemty by the direetion of 
hk guide, to mfdcee droidt aad fell on the rear of 
the royalists, at ^is moment came down the hill 
behind llie left wing, and, breaking Auioiislv ^9^>* 
diai portimi of the army, at onee decided the wta 
of the day. The foot, after a l^ief attempt at re* 
eistance, retired in « body to a peeicion np<m the 
face of the hill^ where tiiey tbraght they might 
aecnre tlieBMelves from die attadcs of «vndiry, or 
at least hold out till they got ^ood terms of 8W« 
render ; and the brave cambers who had defended 
them on ih^ i%bt^ finHng themselves in dagger of 
heimf oomf4etely smvoonded and cat off, broico 
away, while it was yet time, threagh saeh portioaa 
of the field as seemed clearest of the enemy, each 
providing as he best might for his own safety* 

Mmitrose was at first so overwh^ed wkb v«ai- 
tion at seeing the rent of his army, lliat, in a smt 
of despaur, he resolved to remain npon the field an4 
edl liis life as dearly as he coold to the yieton. 
Thu<^ l»«ve frittids stack dose to him with ik% 
same purpose ; and at the head of these he had 
proceeded to pat his design in ezeeation by attad(- 
ing various large parties of die enemy, many of 
whom fell bmieath their despente srwords. ^it 
at length; after acthig thus for some time withovt 
finding Ins life in great danger, he adopted anodier 
resolution. It struds his mind that this swpcise 
and defeat, as it involved but a small portion of 
his adherents^ could hardly be decisive of the fate 
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of the n>y«l tmoae in SeodaM^ pr^rldtd thftl W 
siioiild iurme to put biimelf at Uie bead of ihoio 
wliD ranaiiied. The Mwqvb of DoogleBy ■HNre-' 
OYer^ mtreatmg him at the same moment to ipavo 
Mmsdf for the siikto of hii MeddB^ the ndiole of 
iHiom must be mined if he shovild be taken ftom 
thdr bead) he wbb prerailed upon to piefer^-^hat 
few men ander siinilar circ n ma t ancea haye iailed 
to prefer^fiight to death.^ 

Haring thus changed his leioliitiony be inmedi^ 
at^ gave the wotd to relreat ; and so leepect** 
ble was Mb u)peaffance eren ia that defied con- 
ditioBi that the mass of Leslie's amy made no aW 
tempt to oppose hinu Only a few light ttfeops^ 
insphied by a wish to seize the great enemy of their 
party, preramed to gite him any annoyanee* Upon 
iJiem be turned several times, with etfeet wUck 
made them repent of thdr temerity ; and he finally 
got clear q£F with three of thent as bis pnseneiSy a 
captain of horse and two eoinet% each of th« 
carrying a standard. He pursued a line of repeal 
direcdy df^MMite to the pent ftom which Leslie 
had approached him, but not towa^ the distoici 
winch be had previonsly dongned to retire to« 
Having probably judged it now mert expedient 
that he should retire to the Highlands^ and endei^ 
Tonr to raise the nortbom loyalists, or at least find 
refuge amongst tbetn, he passed over the wild bitt 
of Minchmuir by the did road betwixt llie townt 
of Selkirk and Peebles, a direction whicb pointed 
as near as might be towards the passes from the 
low to the high countries. 

It was afkerwards noted as a f emarkaUe cirewn«* 
stance that the queen (Henrietta Maria) was amg* 
ing a grand << Te Denm Laudamus" in ene of the 
churcMs of' Fbiis, for the rictory which faeaireil 
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liad Yoaduafed to her husbend's mas mt Kifoytb, 
on the reiy morning wken Montrose thus lost the 
whole (raits of that Tictory on the field of Philip-t 
haagh.« 

When the battle had ceased by the retirement 
of the royalists from the field, the great mass of 
Leslie's army, instead of troubling themselves with 
a pursuit, began with might and main to sack the 
baggage, which, as may be supposed, fell oitire 
into l£eir hands. Unfortunately for their fame, 
they also thought proper to massacre all the hum-* 
ble and h^less person^es, women, children, and 
scullion-boys, whom they found in attendance upon 
that department of the camp. When these duties 
were fully performed, they were called to enyiron 
and attempt to reduce tlie body of royalist foot, 
which, as aheady mentioned, had retired to a good 
position upon the side of the hill, and which seem* 
ed yet inclined to dispute the day, by occasionally 
firing their pieces at the troopers who happened ta 
approach them. ' 

This occasioned a transaction of a most infiunous 
nature, the blame of which, divided as it is be- 
twixt Leslie and a clergyman who accompanied 
him, must for ever stain both their names alike. 
The party of foot, having surrendered after some 
little resistance, as prisoners of war, were conduct- 
ed to the court-yard of the neighbouring baronial 
fortress of Newark, and there placed imder a proper 
guard. To this place, afterwards, the whole of the 
victorious army was brought, to hear a sermon 
which a Presbyterian divine was about to give in 
congratulation of their triimiph. There is no au- 
thority for saying that the text chosen on this oc* 
casion was the fifteenth chapter of the first book of 
Samuel, where Saul is represented ad losing ^ 
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«f tbm AwftT^ates ^ b«i it k at Itatl c«naift thaty 
ktdii^ coarse o£ kbaemioii^ 4be praadieraMtitpW 
ed m the waraMst laitfii0g» to sbetr tbal the d^m 
wiincy dii^kyed I17 GreMrnl Leslie towards the 
royalist prisoners, was calculated to injutm hii» m 
the same degree ia^ the eye* oi the Ab^fhtf^ as 
S«iid'8teiidQfiieBsforthe6it«ef ozeiiaBdiaBi8i He 
had eyen the dariag iB^et7i.aiid the nngdbr ii« 
huaaidtjr, to eaclaiaai m the words itfhkh 6ain«dl 
«8ed toi^fNTobttte Saulfs remisanwisi << Whit i 



eth tfaie bleadng e£ the shaep in Bmie ean^and tfw 
• I r 



UMirh^ ^ the omm whkah I heat?" paintkig^ ai 
the sawe tine tothe herd ef oi^itnw^ who weae^ 
itt all miebahilhy, aee|bif at hia aoBaai fton be- 
hind neir eadoHuei ev elaoy parha fps i laasentiag 
ahwid the mfortitnalo and daan^ws eirgnttataacee 
m which they weie flaeed*^'^ Leslie, iti smmI bcr 
cenfesaedy had »ot heoft ac<»8leaied) either in hie 
acKTieeabNad, ocin Ua Baglisb e a Mfnign , toda* 
etroy hie ^risoaas ; nor had the ^fweaaionnef the 
kk[|;doBi yet proceeded in aay iitstaate to audi a 
Tioknt and dreadM exareme«. He tni^t^ aiofe* 
over, have qaoted with effect agaiaet the cUetatea 
of the i^eaeher the eaqp re sa ieim sad by theaauaUa 
Sanloa another bat wiaiilngooeiHioft ithedeatgac* 
tion <^ the Ammenitos ; when, it bring prmNMed 
by his soldias to fmt to deeih all m^ had shem^ 
a dispodtion to cavil at his eleotien to the so¥e» 
cmgnty of Israd,. he exdaimed, *^ Thece shdl not 
a BMHi be pot to dtath this da^$ for to-day the 
Loffd hath wionght salvatieii in Israel." It wonld^ 
however^ appeal that Leslie wae a man of sack 
ddloas feriiagsy aa nol eauly to be pieYiaited l^ 
considera^aa of bamanity fiom adoptiag floiy mea- 
swre which seenedcdmated eithev to ingraitate 
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himielf w^ bis coiiitilaents^ or to proinole Ae 
geaend intereBts of his armyi He sccor^gif 
yielded to the solidtatioiis or oommaads of hm 
ghostly associates^ by ordering a party of his troop- 
ers to fire upon the prisoaers till they should fdl be 
4estroyed«^^ 

^ The order was obeyed with pnnetiial ezaetness ; 
and, to add to the testimony of authentic history 
regsirding so monstrous a deed, tradition still points 
out a field in the neighbouihood of the castle, 
t^hich the country-people, in commemoration of 
the massacre, entitle ** the Slain Men's Lee ;" that 
luiring apparently been the spot where the inha- 
man transaction took place^ or at least where the 
bodies of the slain were bniied. To confirm still 
farther the truth of what many will find difficulty 
in believing, there was discoyered, since the com-^ 
mencement of the present century, an immense 
mass of human bones, buried a tittle below the 
surface, at the rery spot which tradition had pre* 
idously pointed out as the scene of the massacre.^ 
* It is a somewhat. remarkable circumstance re« 
garding the battle of Philiphaugh, that although 
the victory was so complete on the partof Lestie, 
he lost more of Ins standards than the vanquished. 
While Montrose, as already mentioned, was so 
singularly fortunate as to capture two comets with 
their ensigns in the very heat of his flight, Leslie's 
army did not succeed in taking one of Mont3*ose's 
standards even in the height of his triumph. Mon-^ 
troee had had just two ; and they were preserved- 
in this way : That which belonged to his infantry 
was rescued by an Irish soldier of peculiar strength 
and spirit, who no sooner perceived that the day 
was lost, than, stripping the predous cloth from 
its^poki and wrapping it round his body, (wUeb 
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mtn: oAfxmae nuked,) he dariied tlroitg^ iIk 
ihidcest of the enemy with his drawn ftword in his 
hand, and got clear ofL By an extraordinary ex- 
-^rlion, he contrived to orertake Montrose that 
nigfat, and to gratify him hy delivering it into his 
own hands ; when the general was so ranch pleased 
with the gallantry of the man, that he received 
Mm into \m life-guard, and conferred upon him the 
office ef carrying the standard which he had re- 
deemed*^ 

The other eMigo^ that which had been carried 
hefere the horse, was preserved by its bearer, the 
H<monrable William Hay, brother to the Earl cf 
£innon], a yonth of singnlarly gallant spirit ; who, 
also taking the precaution to strip it off ^e pole^ 
jttnd. having envdoped Ins person with it, lNx>ke 
through the enemy, and escaped to the bordera of 
Ijiglimd ; where, having skulked for some ttme^ 
he afterwards, under the conduct of a brotiber loy^ 
alist, Ediert Touris of InverlfMth, contrived to Re- 
gain 1^ north, anddeliver diis flag into Moatrose^a 
ownhaiids»^^ > 

. Montrose had the gratification, before he got 
over the hUl of Minchmuir, to be jeined by ab^ire 
a handred of his straggUag cavalry, and thus to ae* 
quire a tirength sufficieitt to protect him from the 
kisalts of the country pe<H>te. He first drew bri4 
die, ten miles from Uie field of battie, at Traquair^ 
the seat of the Bad of Traquair ; vdien, having sent 
in a friend to desire his lordriiip and his son td 
come out and confer with him^ he was mortified t6 
hear that they were both from home ; although it 
was afterwanis discovered, if we are to beHevq 
Buhop Wishart, that they were in reality within^ 
but thought proper to deny themsehes.) Withiml^ 
stopjnng at Traquair» the dejected littie party jrode 
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mt»FnMeB,mhmeiiiejMp&at^htewk^ Next 
^Boniiiig^ widi a party tnopeised ¥7 tfao aocenioft 
-of Bfng^imm to nearly twe fiundred katmy Ho»- 
^trase wai^oiidiieladlnto Ctydesdak; £rmn whemoe 
4be •Mn«f^ racoeeded k veaebiag'dw Higfafam^ 
Among the frkiids who atTed ^emsd^res aioog 
{wilii faiiiiy were the Maiqiifis of D^ngUyi, the Eaik 
sof Aiilj««iL Crawford, and the Lords Enikme, 
^FlenHngy ami N«pier« He bad, hfimrnec^ to xegret 
that some of the yerv best and most eminent of 
Ids MmAh M i;he £ui of HmfMly the Lords 
Dmramond and OaMie, 8ir Robert Spo^Lswood, 
Clir Alemder Lc& ^of Attchentoal, Sir Wmum 
JUdiook, «ir Phflip Jhlkibet, the HonenreUe Wil*' 
liam Mim«y, l)aottier to tlM Maiqub of TalH^^ 
. dfaiay Alexander Ogiifie 'of Inverqnkarky, €o1«m1 
Valfaaniel Gor^n, tad IMk Aadrew Gothry^ «oa 
|o the ex4)ish(^ -of Manraj, had fallen imo ^kt 
hfadt «f 4iie «tteDiy. 

The treatment awaxdedto these imfottwurte per* 
aeas 4if /their captors, was so mndi in ▼ioiadcNi of 
both the laws of hmnanity and those of war, asto 
be afterwards matter of r^ret to the verjr best 
fiwnds of .^ C!o9reaan;ted caose. Hitkerte,«s id* 
foachr innted, no Uoed had been shed, oilier in 
ISngihuidor Scetlaody^Keept in the 44>en field, and 
in the generous epiiit 4ai fair wailBPe. If 'dbeno 
was imyieze^tioin, it lay 4>n the sideof die paiilia* 
SMOBl^ whidb ted iNuniicML StseiSEoad and Land to 
hs ffeseatmeDt On the Idng^s aide, at least, al« 
thon^ his iMMPBM wore of mitt siqwrior aiid aaoffo 
aaered nataDe, that he eonld hare more jasdfiaUy 
proceeded apon . them, thme had been no example 
of judicial eaoofiee ; bi|t, on th^ oentary, all the 
prasonen, e««n those wIm had acted in the most 
e o wi pi fl a op sly treasopibie maimer, hod been regei- 
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ved and treated as prisonera of wv;^ The^gene* 
ronty and discretion of tins mode of proo^diira 
were now to be, for the first time, fairly departed 
from by the barbarous oligarchy which governed 
Scotiaivd ; the spirit of revenge, it would appear^ 
having there first got the better of ail more fan* 
maae and civilized prindples oS action, in preciaa 
conformity to the rale acknowledged by stndenta 
ef hnman nature, that the less removed a nation ia 
Irom its primeval state of radeness, so much the 
more predominant and unlimited is ^ desire of 
« blood for blood." 

Leslie having returned to Lothian, and there tai* 
ken under his protection the Committee of Estates 
and the Commission of the Kirk, the members of 
which had fled to Berwick after ^e battle of Kili^ 
syth, a tour of vengeance was undertaken througk 
the kingdom, by that tripartite tyranny of war, re^ 
bellion, and ftmaticism, for th^ purpose of extirpai^ 
^g the last remaining roots, as tbey themselves 
would have said, of maliginaicy. The first victims 
were two Irish captains, O'Kane and Langhlan^ 
who had been spared by some chance from 1^ 
shambles of Newark. These unhappy young sol- 
diers, one of whom had behaved with singular gal- 
lantry at the affair of Fyvie, while the other had 
been distinguished as one of the first men in the 
charge at Kilsyth, were hanged, without the least 
ceremony, upon the castle-hill of Edinburgh. In 
the progress of the army through West Lothian, 
a few days after, a much more extensive scene of 
destruction took place. About forty of the wives 
and children of the Irish, who had been taken and 
gathered together by the country-people, were pre- 
cipitated from the high bridge over the river Avon, 
near Linlithgow, and drowned in the deep pool 
M 2 
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Mbw. Some irf Abase wBBXortmoaAe persons, eveQ 
fiHer Aeir fidl-*^ne of at levrt fifty feet.*.^iid af- 
ter %etog umneised in the water, badstrmgth svf- 
fieieAt to gain the banks ; bat soldiers were placed 
far a ooQSidemUe way down the stream, to puA 
hack 1^ stidi into liie water with their pikes, and 
t* wait till they wese ense diat the whde were 
dead.^ 

At filasgovfy to which the army and dbe Com* 
•dttees nevt progressed, a present of fifty then* 
Band merksy with a gold chain, was adjudged to 
Leslie, and a gift of twenty-fi^e thousand marks 
t0 Middldton* the aeoosbd in command, in tdcen of 
Ihe.esdivation in which ifliey wcfe held for dieir kite 
aevfiioes to the state. Before they removed ftom 
Gbsgowy the cUaens were compelled to pay a fine 
lof "twenty tfaomwid pomkb, in expiation of the 
hdoom crime limy l»d bacn gnii^ of, in giving 
fifty thonaaikd to Montrese.^ The army was finid- 
ly removed to FeiAr, there to act as a guard over 
Ae Low Cowitry,io protect it from the maclmuu 
jtions of Montrose, who was understood to bave 
again arrived at considerable strength, and to be 
■meditating a renewal of the war. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

SUPPRESSION op* MONTROSE'S INSURRECTION. 

TheTMdan youtk iImm^ tht Aaptiti A)ck» 
To woi^^^ or tp pity, oir to iqocfc. 

Small as Mo^tfose'i fiiree bad been «l Phi%- 
baagby in eompaiisoR mth ibe wbole ezAant «f bia 
wwomceSf and althcragh it in^^t ba^e baan %vKp» 
poead thai he anlf required to tlu'ow bima^ intd 
(ha Higfalanda^ m onder to gather as large aa amy 
aa ever, it soon appeared that that d^at was to 
prove a complete death-blow ta his hopes. No 
kmgcr possessed of the iavinoible same which hi- 
tfaorto had mainly supported lum; depdved of 
many of his best a^ierents and advisers ; his re- 
maining Mends terrified hy the fate with wfai^ 
their o^tive associates were threatened by the vic- 
tOfB ; the Idng^B afiairs in England every day ver- 
ipDg nearer and nearer ^t point when tliey would 
he irretrievaUe ; the very season im^Bivourable for 
any fertfaer effort; it speedily became apparent 
thatyin loskig instead of ^dniagthe battle of Biiiip- 
hMgh) he had lost the last opportunity of accom- 
pli^ing the grand object with which he bad enter- 
ed the campaign. The party w4ri(|h the king dis- 
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patched to hb aflsistance about the time of the bat- 
tle of I^iliphaugh, had been, like many other par« 
ties of Charle8*s forces daring this last and most 
disastrous of his campaigns, cut off by the tri- 
umphant republicans* To complete the difficulty 
of his circumstances, the Great Marquis had now 
to propose an attack, not upon a huge raw body 
of Lowland militia, but upon a large army of dis- 
ciplined cavalry, whidi had already beaten him^ and 
was confident in its ability to beat him again* 

On his retreat into Athole, he had been able to 
raise only four hundred men; the rest bemg as 
yet engrossed in the repair of their ruined dwell- 
mgs, and in providing stores for the winter* Then, 
hairing cr<^ssed the Grampians, and descended in- 
to Aberdeenshire, he exerted himself to rouse the 
vassals of the Marquis of Hundy, ndio had just be- 
fore left his concealment in Sutherland, and return* 
od home* Montrose expected that this nobleman 
would now join heart and hand in the common en- 
terprise, and he made various overtures with the 
view of inducing him to rank under his banner* 
JBut Huntly, however zealous for the interest of 
the king, was by no means well-disposed towards 
Montrose. Either inflamed with a personal resent* 
ment against him, in remembrance of his capture 
at Aberdeen in 1639, or unwilling to vail his own 
commission as Lieutenant over the north of Scot^ 
Imd, to that which Montrose bore as Governor and 
Captain-Greneral, he rejected all his intreaties ; aK 
though these are said to have been at once re- 
spectful, urgent, and frequently repeated ; com 
Btantly affirming that he entertained the strongest 
good-will towards the royal 4»use, but as constant* 
Iv displaymg a reluctance to take the method of 
showing it proposed by Montrose* 
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ifamg in ike ead «iieoeeded kTomii^the Earl 
of Abojne, vnih a small baRd of the Gordons, iJiongii 
-falser by foree than any otber method, ^ royal 
general laan^ed sonthwaid witfti all baste, intend* 
ing to jittmnpt tbe rescne of bis frimids from tiie 
lumds of parliament^ or at least endeavonr to awe 
ike latter into mercy. He had the mortification, 
bowe^er, to eee these wiwilling levies all ^op away 
from Mm in bis mereh •southward, nnder the pre- 
test oi defending ^dr own conn^ from ^ at* 
taoks of a party of tbe enemy's tramps. He ^viaa 
-tothar mortified at tliis lime, by reeeivkig imelli* 
ipence ^at Sir Alaster MacCol eoidd not be brongfat 
away from ArgyieiAiiFe to join him % being there 
«i^gaged in matters more nearly coneorning bis own 
merests and fe^ngs, ^ban ei»er Montrase'e or tbe 
imig'fl 8en4ce. He at last found himself, on des- 
QOMiing into the Lowknds, attended byoidyaliont 
ifaoe ImndpedtiorBeflnd twelve hundred ioot,4Akim 
ly Athiriemen, C^nes, and acftorents of tbe LomI 
&8kine ;^ a mkeraMe army to present agamst the 
six jkbonsand bono oomman4ad by Leslie and Mid* 
illetmi. 

^tb tMs JBMdl ^avKPfy bowoper, Montiroso did 
Iwt beskate, tomrds me -end of OctQ4>er, to i^ 
preach Glasgow, wbere tbe CoBsmittoe of Estivtes 
was ^ting m trial nppn bis friends, a^tauled by« 
gnard of three thonmd borse. Planting himself 
vpotk the lands of the chief Covenanters of the dis*- 
tdct, be lay for some ^me i;ontemplatingtbe city, 
as itie lioness regnrds tbe fortress within whidi she 
knows her stolen cnbs to be immnred. By ram* 
gkig Uiose Imids, be for some time hoped to bring 
ont the Covenanting force to tiie country, where 
he might find an opportunity to attack it to advan- 
%Bf^ ; but tbe Committee knew his weakness, and. 
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tetaiiiiilg their goard dose aroiind them, delHie^^ 
ly proceeded with the trial of their prisoners. 

Three of these unfortunate individuals were des- 
tmed to suffer at Glasgow ; Sir William Rollocky 
who had accompanied Montrose on his journey 
jfrom England, Sir Philip Nisbet, and Alexander 
Pgilyie, younger of Inverquharity. Their trial 
was not intrusted to the common judicial tribunal 
of the country ; that, like many other powers of 
old standing, was now in a great measure supplant* 
fid by the fdl-engrossing and omnipotent Court of 
Parlmment, or rather the junto termed its commit*- 
tee« It was by this committee, which had the con- 
Tenient merit of being at once accuser and judges 
that the three gentlemen were tried* A sentence 
of condemnation was of course unayoidable* Sir 
"William RoUock was hanged at the Market-Crosa 
of Glai^w, on the 28th October, and his com* 
panions next day. The individual last mentioned 
was a youth of eighteen, who had recently been 
hurried by his fkther from the school to the fiel<^ 
end who was, in every view of his case, worthy of 
mercy. It might have been expected that, where 
there were so many of deeper guilt, end manlier 
years, he would scarcely be selected as a proper 
suliject of punishmoit. Unfortunately the selection 
was made upon for different principles. Hewasai^ 
Ogilvie ; one of a family against which the Mar* 
quis of Argyle cherished an implacable hatred* 
and which he had many selfish reasons for wishing 
to see destroyed. To gratify the malignant pas-r 
sions of this nobleman, who now had become in 
effect king of Scotland, the unfortunate youth waa 
eacrificed by his saintly judges. 

It would almost appear dat, at this deplorably 
period, the best feelings of human nature wera 
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iimrtberedaiid Imried, ift the inreasts of ^bBc ttten; 
b^ieath the fidse and hewfldering spirit which had 
possessed them. Instead of expressing the least 
compunction at ^e repeated executions of mm 
^o hnt a few years before had been their bosom 
friends, and whose only crime, after all, lay in their 
haying entertained different riews of state policy, 
the ecclesiastical tyrants of this time beheld the 
dismal scenes winch ^ey had called np with feel- 
ings of unrelenting trinmph. It is recorded, to thef 
eternal infamy of one in particular, Mr David 
Dicdtoon, that, on seeing the second day's execu* 
'dons at Glasgow, he could not help exclaimin^in 
« sort of transport of self-congratulation, << The 
wark gaes bonnily on T meaning that the religious 
task oi reformation and purification in which he 
and his brethren had been for so many years en- 
gaged, was now proceeding with a degree of ener- 
gy and success p>erfectly admirable. His expres- 
sion, which will remind many readers of the terri- 
fic faira of the French reyolutionary period, 
^ther found so much sympathy in the bosoms of 
his friends, or was held in such execration by per- 
sons of a different way of thinking, that it became 
proverbial.^ 

Montrose lay for some weeks after this affair in 
the neighbourhood of Glasgow, daily hoping to re- 
ceive such accessions from the north as would en- 
able him to make a vigorous attack upon the in- 
surgent government. At length, on the 19th of 
November, when he had fully proved the futility 
of all his hopes, he resolved to retire once more 
into the Highlands, in order to try the effect which 
iiis personal presence might have upon those who 
had promised to join him. Notwithstanding that 
a winter of aUnoftt imexampled severity had by thii 
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tisMNC m^ tnddMp s&cMiir ky vftofebtho grttnacl^ 
W nwrdied ever the hiU* •£ MeatMth and Stn«b« 
eame towardi Ath«H sod frdm thoice tbro«gb 
Aagii* aad ot«e l&e Caka-A^Meimty into the eowm 
tiry of the Gf»doii» ; a mmtdi compicheiidiBg te 
Wyry wildest distrieto of the Hig^dands^ hvt whieh 
ha ttfooaiplished with idl hit easteflMry celerity. 

After las retreet to the aorth, the CoiBinitteeof 
E^etei^ finding no further «se for GeneiBl Ledi^ 
Milt hiiHi beck with his army to Eiq;land, o^y xe« 
tatmog a small ferce^ under the comaftaad ef G»* 
nenlMiddieto^aea sort of guards The Eatatea 
met in fnfi parUamest at St Aiidcewe on the d6tk 
of NovcMnher, and the Greneral Asaembly of the 
Chtireh sat down at the same tin« and place; lor 
the two now went as naturally and pEoperly to* 
getherasjn^andexeciitionerk The speech irith 
which Sir Aimhidd Johaatooeof Wavriaton. cfta^ 
ed the former meetings aa reported by 1^ James 
Balfowy may be giTen here, aa a moetnotdble il* 
faMtralion of the spirit of the lime >-*^ He intreat* 
ed them to unite amm^ thema^esy to lay att pri- 
vate respects asd iatereala aaide^ and to do justice 
on dalizi^aents and malignaatft ; showing tht^ their 
dallying formerly bad provoked God'a two gceat 
aervante agunst thm% ihe sward and plague of 
pestilence^ which had {toughed up the land with 
deep furrows; he showed that the massacre of 
Kilsyth was nev^ to be forgottoi^ tmd thi^ (xod^ 
who was the be^ judge of the worlds would not 
hat judge righteon^y and keep m sememhraace 
that sea of innocent blood wh^ lay before faw 
throne^ craving for a ve]^(eaace en these blood* 
thksty rebels^ the batdi^rs of so many ianocMil 
souls; he ah<Mired, Ukewise^ that the timea .re<^<P 
red a mive narrow and sharp lookhag into than 

6 
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femmijf m rcsp t ct that ^ hoose of ptilki— it 
-irai Vecoaw at this p fes — tlike NmIi'i ttdc, winsfa 
^ttd iftit botbf(0«l md dam creatvet ; and tbtrv^ 
fare he b«s0agiit the Ettatts thcM now amwmmi, 
bofcf u tilt tfagf weat ahwH th» c wU ftion i»f that 
high cMHt of piriiameiit, ^t ^bej irodd maka 
oae serioiw march and kiqniry after maA as wne 
ear»a&d eyes to liie onenuea of the eoMmoawealth, 
and did nc there as if theto were nodung to saj to 
lto» ; and Aerefers he hambly deeked that the 
honee might he adfoarsed till to^nonroir at two 
la the altenuMNiy and thai the eevoral £rtates nigfat 



theBi> who had so wa pl i e d with the pfahKo enemy <tt 
the state, either hy ^anadfes^ or by thsiv agents 
4ir fiiuadu* ' 

It is cnnovfl to eheerfe, in this speech, instead 
of the liberal sentiments and extended views \idiich 
are so^fcadHy aseribed to the aealets of that time 
by their modem admirers andsnccessorsy a snpe»- 
e^tiea more gvsss than is at this day entertamed 
by idle ab|eet l^aniard or Portngnese, and an us* 
teksanee of lair oppositioD aaire mlent aad niw 
cempsoaisiagtiiaiieoald befinad atthe coorloC 
Constantinople. 

Bnt it is U^th^ehnrdi, perhaps, that we are to 
look, on this ee co wen, for the most espressive spo- 
tameos of owelty and intolenmcev ThepariiamenS 
hadv IS the first plaee, appointed a cennnitlee e£ 
etghtees members to try ^ deliaqaents; and these 
mrfsrtaaate pnsons had been coUeeted in such 
nambers to St Andrews^ as to fill not only the eai^ 
tie, \m^ even the private houses, it was in vain 
that they petitioned to be tried ^ the jastice-ge« 
nerai, or by their peers : their aecnsers conld in« 
tvist the dnty of condemning thmn to no hands 
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lesB'siure than their own. A delay, however, nn* 
avoidably occnned; and the trials did not taka 
place till the beginning of January. Dnring the 
.interval^ the Commission of the Chnrch, with an in- 
delicacy ndiich nnist appear, to modem apprehen* 
sions^ perfectly monstrons, was perpetually ur- 
ging pariiament to proceed with the great duty 
, of ** doing justice upon the malignants." On one 
day,^ scarcely a week after the appointment of the 
•Committee of Process, as the judges were calledi 
*an impatient remonstrance was laid before the 
.house by the Grenerai Assembly ; and at the same 
time, similar petitions for vengeance were several- 
ly presented by the four principal Lowland synods ; 
.two hundred persons in all appearing at once in 
the house on this amiable business. Like Cato^ 
jwidi his incessant ^^ Delenda est Carthago," the 
members of the church seemed determined to cry 
for vengeance incessantly, and not to cease till it 
should be executed. 

Vengeance was at length inflicted, thou^ not 
4ieariy to the extent desired by the worthies of the 
Assembly. In the first place, ^< the Irish prisonen 
iaken at and after the battle of Philiphaug^, in all 
the prisons of the kingdom, especially in the pri- 
sons of Selkirk, Jedburgh, Glasgow, Dumbarton, 
•andPerth, were execute, without any assize or j»or 
cess, conforme to the treaty betwix the two lung- 
doms, passed in act." ^ Afterwards, on the 17ui 
<yf January, (1646,) sentence of death was passed 
«n Sir Robert Spottiswood, Cidonel Na&anid 
•Gordon, the Honourable William Murray, brother 
to the Marquis of Tulliebardine, and Ci^Main An- 
4irew Guthry, son to the ex-bishop of Murray. The 
Earl of Hartfell, and Lord QgUvie, as the most 
eminent in rank, and the most malignant in {Nrin« 
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^le, had previoii8l7 been sentem^; bat Ogilne 
liad escap^ from prison in his sister's clothes, by 
the interest of his friends the Hamiltons, and Ar« 
gyle had then insisted that Hartfell's life should 
be given to him, as a compensation, to atone for 
the disappointment he felt in the escape of Ogili 
Tie, and as a sort of sacrifice on the part of tha 
Hamiltons, who were as anxious to see Hartfdl> 
executed, and his estates forfanlted in their fayonr^ 
as he had been to procure the death and attainder 
of Ogilvie.^ It would be yain to inquire into, thet 
assumed principles and laws upon wUch the Scot*; 
tish parliament proceeded in the triak of these unr 
fortunate indinduals. Suffice it to say, that Gorn 
don, Murray, and Guthry, were found guilty^ ia 
terms of the act passed in the preceding year^ 
which had denounced all backsliding from the cause 
of the Covenant, as inferring the pains of high 
treason : for Sir Robert Spottiswood, who, baring 
never signed the Covenant, could not be supposed 
guilty on the same act, ihey did the &vour of erect* 
ing a new denomination of crime : It was voted 
that his having docketted and signed the king's last 
commission to Montrose, was high treason ; and he 
was accordingly condemned to suffer like the rest* 
Colonel Gordon was the first of the victims that; 
mounted the scaffold. He had preriously been 
excommunicated for adultery, and he now came 
under obedience to the church, in order to have 
^t dreadful stigma removed* He died express-* 
ing sincere repentance of the follies of his youth» 
but maintaining the propriety of his political con* 
duct dmring the public troubles, and professing 
nndimimshed attachment to the cause in which hei 
raffered. He was followed to the scaffold by Sii^ 
Robert Spottiswood. 
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It 18 sakly dmt whea the peq>le saw ^is feiiHe* 
nan mmmt ihe sesfeid, iki&f cotid not hekp ex- 
prassk^sentimeaatB of ▼ioleBttMnDfmitotMwid dis- 
tress. He wss ihe first nan ^ Ugk nnk or sts- 
lion^MKtiiad yet a|ipe«iod under swA ewrwmmtn" 
ces. Many wiio were nsw present had sees kka, 
fw along eowse of yearsy «t Bdiabw^, preadkig 
over tfae irigfaest d^ eo«rt in the ooBBtry, and 
eonmancBng the respect of tlie natisA by Ha be* 
nignant granty, fais profoanil leanring, and his in« 
Se gii t y aeajndge* Tbelastoffioefaehad Md was 
actiudly the highest in -die eonatry next to the 
king. He had been gniky of no ilwtiiact criao, 
unless the entertainmaai; of diferent ykma of 
ehnrdi and state policy cooid be so temed; nor 
was he repnted to be (»piMe of acting with 4isa« 
ded hos^ty agaonst even that s^pstem of fOFem* 
SMBttowmdi he was now falling a sacrifice. Al«» 
togeAer, it was impossible to view so ▼enoiabley 
so worthy, and so innocent an indiyidnal, ^ns sab- 
mitting to so oefere and nnmerited a &te, with« 
out pity; while ^ bare abstra^ consideratioii 
that « state of things had now amTod, when the 
death of men of his <^der was held necessary to 
the general interests, had in it somediing alto* 
gether appalling. 

Snch feelings as ^ese bad infinenced es«n the 
Iminediate condemnators of this eacdlent person* 
^ 'llioiigh many liked not his party," says his bio* 
graf^ier,'' << they liked his person, which made him 
nMny fi4ends eren aasong the Corenanters ; inso* 
mucin ^t after ^e sentence was read, some of the 
BOfbility spoke in his behalf, and inUeated the house 
to consider the quality and parts of that OTgellent 
gentleman and most just jndge, whom they had 
condemned, and begged earnestly his life might be 
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s|mred. Bat an emiiient knowledge and esteem^ 
which, in other cases, might be a motive to aaye u 
crimuia], was heace only we cause of taking an inn 
nocent man's life ; so dangeroos is it, in a corrapt 
age, to be eminently constant and yirtnons. The gen* 
ilemen who q>oke were told that the aathority.of 
the established goyemment was not secure while 
Sir Bobert's life was spared* Whereupon the no- 
blemen who presided at the meeting of the Estataa 
at Glasgow, and in the Parliament at St Andrew^ 
openly declared, when lliey signed the respective 
sentences, that they did sign as preses, and in obe<f 
dioM^e to the command of the Estates^ but not as 
to their particolar judgment.'' , 

The aergy alone seem to have been incapable of 
appreciating the worth and greatness which were 
now id>out to perish. They had previously endea? 
youred to persuade the people, tnat the lives of Sir 
Bobert and his companions were demanded by 
Heaven, as an expiation of the blood of the saints , 
who had perished in Montrose's wars ; that it was 
even necessary to put them to death, in order to 
avoid the wrath which the Almighty would other* 
wise be sure to express against a land which had 
•n^lected his service. To reconcile the public 
more thoroughly to the executions, these daring 
and most impious men had taken it upon them to 
assure their audiences, that the delinquents were 
destined, soul and body, to eternal torments, Whoi 
Sir Robert Spottiswood was brought upon the 
scaffold, the Reverend Mr Robert Blair came in 
attendance, though rather for the purpose of tea- 
sing and annoying him, than with any intention of 
soothing his last moments with the ghostly conso- 
lations of religion. It soon became apparent to 
this man, that the mild and dignified countenance 
n2 
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0f i1m culprit WM fmAoLomg a Bttong efiect upon 
the wiiidi of die people. Chi £Sir B^bert, there« 
fore, twnkig to the edge of tke scaffiiM juiid pre« 
mviogto ipotk to Ae byrtiniierHj ia an aJaim kgt 
bs words Mioald iacreMe tJMit effect, iie conunaad^ 
ed the proyoetiof the towa, wh» afeo stood on 1^ 
scaffold, to pi«wat faim fecuiL auJoBghk haraagaeh 
8k Robert, -who iuul anlic^Mitod sack traatmeBt, 
aaya o e s ed no rosontaioat at k, tat tookfiiMD fais 
pocket a paper cowtainiag the q>6ech he inteaded 
to deliyer, tfid tiarew k aaiidst the pepalace ; m* 
BMdktely alter addsesiiag hiniaelf to las deiwotiim» 
nidi an air perfecdy anniffled aiid resigned* While 
he was engaged in prayer, die refenad geaikaoaa 
who had ]nre7ioiid j dooned him so confidently to 
•▼eriasting perditioo^ preeaaied to intem^ hiat 
iar the purpose of asknig ^^ if he wonld hare him 
^lair) and the people topray lor the aalTation of 
hk soul ?" it bemg prohably ^ opiaion of this di- 
viae, that Sir Robert's owa prayers, saeiag that he 
jwas a maligaant and an j^wscopalianj wionld be of 
no effidct, while there was a hope that some atten- 
tion might be paid to petitions adiieh were peefir* 
Bed by so h^vomte a minister of ike Almighty as 
himself, and so worthy a people as those who sai^ 
roaaded him. 1^ Robert was at lengdi proToked 
« litde by the rudeness of ^ man, and aould aot 
iielp saymg, that, liioagh he was willing and aar 
adous to haiw the jMrayers of the people, he enw 
toinly would Imwo no ooaoeni widi his; addkig 
that, of all the plagues with which the offended 
atu^estv •of God nad thought proper to visit dus 
kmd, toe greatest was the lying G^irit which he hadi, 
•iu' the sias of the peaple, put into the months of 
the jNTc^hets* Blau* fuaied widi very rage at dw 
«tab, and be^ia a ¥ioleait tkaib agaiiMt both Afdi- 
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ytih<ip Spottiflwoody who had been long dead, and 
liis MNt 9^0 was now about to <He ; but Sir Robert 
paid no attentioa to bis inyectives. Rather perhapa 
iBdueed byllMiii to hasten his own end, be now ad-^ 
yanced to ^ kurtnunent of ^cecntion, and, only, 
uttering die words, <^ Merciful Jesns I gather my 
soal unto thy saints and martyrs, who hare ran 
betoe aie in diis race," gSTie the signal which had 
been agreed i^Km for the descent of the £itil 



Ci^tain Gnthry was next bnmght npon tha 
stage, and Inm Blair also assanlted with his inso-* 
lent threats and scnrriHties. But the eourage ai 
the y onlhfal soldier, and his pnrer religion, enabled 
him to set t^s mistaken man at d^a&ce^ and to 
meet his late as became a gallant caTalier. 

The Honourable William Murray should also 
baye been sacrificed on this dreadful day ;^ but hia 
brother, the Marquis of TnUiebardine, had preyail-* 
ed up<m the parliament to giye him a respite of 
three days. Some circumstances attended the con-» 
demnation and death of this young gentleman, cal-* 
cidated to show in a more liy^y manner than any 
yet related, the abeyance into which all natural 
feelings and afEections had fallen in the breasts of 
the Coy^ianters, beneath the public spirit which 
possessed them. Two or three months before, on 
the Commission of the Kirk sending a deputation 
to the Committee of Estates, to press the execu« 
tion of the prisoners, the members of the latter 
body were found in a strange quandary as to their 
conduct, cm account of tlie Marquis of Tulliebar<* 
dine, one of their chief friends, beii^ the brother of 
a dii^guished person amongst the prisoners. In- 
spired with a respect for Tulliebar^ne, ^< diyers of 
the duef lords of die conomittee saw it necessary 
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to slight die overture of the kiik ; and so the de- 
putation were like to hare obtained nothing.''^ 
But the Earl of Tulliebardine soon relieyed the 
committee from its delicate predicament, and re« 
assured the chiirchmen of their prospects of Ten* 
geance, by rising up and saying, <^ That, if their 
lordships were loath, out of respect to him, on ac^ 
count of his brother, to resolve upon the question 
in hand, he begged to assure them that they greatly 
miscalculated Ins sentiments ; since his brother had 
joined with Montrose's wicked crew, he had ceased 
to esteem him as a brother; he was now quite 
willing, to concur with them in whatever decision 
they should see fit to make in regard to the prison- 
ers ; nay, he would consider it no favour, if, upon 
his accoimt, any indulgence were granted to these 
detestable malignants." At this amiable speech, the 
other members of the committee, feeling a shame 
to which the speaker was a stranger, held down 
their heads. But they nevertheless took advantage 
of his frankness, to enrol his brother's name amongst 
the ten whom at this period they thought fit to 
deiMine for execution. It may be proper to add 
the reservation r^ardlDg the truth of thu anecdote, 
which the single historian upon whose credit it 
rests,^!^ has appended to it. " Whether or no," 
says he, " the Earl of TuHiebardiDe spoke so in the 
Committee of Estates, I leave undetermined ; but 
that Mr Bennet (the head of the clerical deputar 
tion) reported it of him in the Commission of the 
Kirk, and that the two who were with him gave 
their assent to it, I may confidently aver, being an 
ear-witness thereof." 

Having probably found afterwards that his xuh 
natural conduct excited the disgust even of those 
who were most benefited by it, Tulliebardine,. on 
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the 4t^ snbfiefMUt to dbttton wliich selU^nce had 
be^i proBoiiaced, pneseDted a petitkm to the house^ 
fnyiag lor hi9 hroth^'« life, << ia respect, as he 
averred on his honour, ^at ^ young man was not 
tempag mentis, as ako within age."^^ But the 
|ioi&Be rejected his petitioa^ and he alterwards wad 
aUe to procure only de hrief respite whidi has 
been Meadoned, the parliament haTing probably 
fimmd it too late to nMike an exiception in faronr 
ef «ne whom they were already oommitted befom 
the public to iav^dFe in the smne destruction widi 
so many &tih&m ^ually innocent. Various neasons 
were ascribed by tlie public immco for Tulliebar- 
dine s emiduct mi the occasion ; indolence and in* 
activity, desire -of his brother's patrimony, and 
mero zeal for what he eonceiv^ the national in- 
ieimL He was prohably actuated by ail the 
du-ee. 

"When bFoqght to the acaffold, yonng Morrayi 
malignant as he was, gained a higher degree of es* 
te^Bi among the spectators by his intrepid conduct, 
than Tulliebardine had done by the Roman yirtue 
which he had just exerted in dieir own bdialf. 
!Il)ere was something in lus la^t speedi whidi eren 
touched the hearts of that rude And stem muhi* 
Inde. ^< I hope, my countrymen I" he exclaimed, 
'< you will reckon mat the house of Tulliebardine, 
and the whole liamily of Murray, have this day ac- 
quired a new and no small addition of honour, in- 
amiuch as a young man,^^ descended of that an* 
cient race, has, though innocent and in ihe flower 
«f lus age, with the greatest readiness and cheer- 
fulness, deliv^ed up his life Cor his king, the father 
of his people, and tiae most munificent patron and 
ben^actor of that £unily from which he is sprung. 
Let not my honoured mother, my dearest sisters, 
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iny kindrecl, nor my friends, lament the shortnesi^ 
of my life, seeing that it is so abundantly rec<mi* 
pensed by the honour of my death. Pray for my 
soul, and God be with you I" 

Even after the market-crosses of Glasgow and 
St Andrews had been thus drenched with blood* 
the church remained still tmsatisfied, and eagerly 
pressed the parliament that another selection of 
victims might be made to grace the scaffold. But 
the leading noblemen, with better sense, refused 
the petition, and informed their clerical friends 
that they would now rather receive an overture 
pointing out some less extreme mode of punishing 
the delinquents. <^ The Commission,'' says Guth- 
ry, << having taken it into their consideration, there 
were divers opinions about it; but that which 
gained greatest applause, was Mr David Dickson's, 
who, being asked by the moderator what he thought 
best to be done with them, atist^ered in his homely 
way of speaking, ^ Shame them and herry them i 
Vdisgrace and pillage them^ which was according* 
ly made the overture, to be preferred to parliament, 
in reference to the malignants.'^ The parliament 
determined eventually upon classing these obnox- 
ious individuals according to their various degrees 
of criminality, and imposing fines upon them pro* 
portionate to these degrees ; it being perhaps ap- 
parent to them that no mode of punishment could 
be so agreeable to either their interests or those of 
the people, as one which tended to enrich them- 
selves and relieve the public of its burdens. 

Montrose was in the meantime exerting himself 
to raise such an army in the north, as might ena- 
ble him to make head once more against the par- 
liament. As a last desperate effort for the acqui- 
sition of Huntly, who had hitherto always avoided 
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liiin, he anddenly threw himself in the way of that 
nobleman, and» by calmly reasoning with him 
about the injnry he was doing the king's affairs by 
his backwardness, mideavonred to prevail upon 
kim, either to rise in person at the head of his 
Crordons, or to permit them at least to join him 
under other commanders. But Huntly, who had 
formed independent schemes of insurrection, and 
who seems to have aspired to the very object which; 
Montrose himself had in view — that of restoring^ 
the king by means of the Scottish loyalists, could 
upon no accoimt be persuaded to accede to any of 
his views. There is considerable variance in tha 
theories which the Scottish historians have formed; 
reg^rding the motives of Huntly s conduct at thia 
period ; but it seems unquestionable that, among 
the many reasons he had for abstaining from a 
jimction with Montrose, the prindpal one was a 
wish to act aprimary instead of a secondary part ii| 
the royal service. 

XiCaving him to follow out his own plans, Monn 
trose, about the end of December, marched to be- 
side Inverness ; a town which, with its garrison 
of Covenanters, had all along proved a grievous 
drawback to the services of the Highlanders, inso- 
much that there was no prospect of their joining him 
in any considerable numbers so long as it existed 
in a condition capable of annoying the country iu; 
their absence. In passing through Strathspey, h^ 
sent off a party to Athele, under Dmmmond of 
Balloch, for the purpose of protecting that coun« 
try fix>m the Campbells, who, he learned, were 
now so much pressed by MacCol as to be undei; 
the necesdty of removing from their own districts, 
into those of the most inimical clans. 

JBalloch was successful in his enterprise. Being 
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joined ill Atk)le hf Gfabam oflntMitfMe aiidf i^ 
Ihe loyaliBts of the district, so that he had aa army 
of abcrnt seyeii hundred m all, he chased the t weli^ 
hondred migratmr Camphells hy Gtenogil and 
the head of Stratheme, into Menteith, attacked 
them at a ford near the Tillage of CaUaadea', and 
e«t ^m abnost all off* Bnt Montrose himself 
was not so snceessfol. Before he reached Inver- 
Bess> it had been suppMed with new stores and 
proTisions hy the Covenanters. He ^refere lay 
lor we^s before it in vain ; t^ at kst G^i^al 
Mid<tteton advanced ap<m hira from Aherde^i, and 
compelled him to retire into l&e county of Ross, 
and affcarwarcb, hy a circmt, into Stratlu^ey. He 
spent the greater pert of the spring (1646) In fruit* 
less mardies and counter-marches ; constantly en* 
deavoormg to excite a simnkaneons rise among 
the Highiand royalists, bat as constantly finding 
them too wmth. terrified by the increasing power 
of the parliament to venture upon the enterprise 
cm a lai^ enough scale, or with sufficient vigour. 

Before relating the final termination of his cam* 
paign, now on the point of taking place, it will he 
necessary to take up the meagre thread of general 
Instory, which can alone be afforded in this work, 
at the pdnt where it was last dropt ; the march of 
the Scottish army (January 1644) to the assist- 
ance of the Englisn parliament in their contest 
with ^king. 

When strengthened by that important aid, the 
Englkh parliamentary ^army immediately assumed 
that ascendency which had hitherto been borne by 
the arms of the king. They speedily acquired pos- 
session of the northern district of Englaoid, wh^re, 
with the exception of the towns of Hull and Ber- 
wick, the king had previously reigned triumphant ; 
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•nd at tlie Imttle oi Long Marston MoiMr, i^^y 
1644,) they gaye such an oTertlKt>w to the royal 
furms as caused the campaign to close with an as- 
pect decidedly fttvonrable to thran; A treaty was 
thai entered into with the kii^ at Uxbridge ; bnt 
the exortntance of thdr demands, and the lK^>e9 
which the king still entertained of ultimate vie- 
tory— hopes in which he was greatly eneoioraged 
by the repeated successes of Montrose in Scotland 
—caused the negotiations to be broken off wi^ 
nratual di^nst and increased animosity. By a 
crtrange decree which was immediately siterwiords 
passed by the Ei^lii^ BBrHament — termed the 
Seif-den)ring Ordnance — great ad^taonal yigonr 
was ^Ten to their army. The command then 
passed from Essex, Mandiester, and others of the 
JP^:esbyterian party, who, as members of 1^ Par- 
liament, were supposed to be incapable of holding 
office, into the bmds of Oliver (>(nnwe}l, a pri- 
Tate gentieman of Kort^amptoni^Hre^ who origi- 
nally Altered the anny at the head ef shorse regi- 
ment raised by himself, tmt who had distinguished 
himself above all his eqnals by snpmmr military 
talents, and was now one of the most eonspicnous 
men in the kmgdom. It was by the machmations 
of Cromwell alone that the Self-denying Ordinance 
was achieved ; and from the period when it took 
effect, it was evident that he was acting upon a 
scheme of amintion distinct from the interests of 
the FiEurliament, whose servant he had hitherto 
bemi. 

The campaign of 1645, which opened imme« 
diately after & army was new-modelled, was 
destined to complete the triumph of the Parlia- 
ment over their king. They gained a splendid 
victory over his mf^esty at Naseby, (July 1645,) 
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and aaother, immediately after, at Newbury, Th« 
contemporaneous defeat of Montrose at Philip- 
haugh, the diqiersion of the party which he sent 
nordi to succour that commander, and the loss of a 
number of his best forts, drove the king almost to 
despair ; and he was, at the end of the campaign, 
obliged to take refuge in Oxford, nearly destitute 
of a field army. 

Before this period, in terms of the Solemn 
Licague and Corenant, an assembly of divines, se-> 
lected impartially from all creeds and sects, had 
been sitting for nearly three years at Westminster, 
in deliberation upon the form of worship and 
church-government which should be instituted over 
both nations, in place of the abrogated forms oi 
Episcopacy. It would be vain, in a work like the 
present, to trace all the intricate intrigues and dis- 
putes which distinguished the proceedings of this 
body^ Suffice it to state, that owing to the imex- 
pected opposition of the Independents, a sect whick 
aimed at a con^lete suppression of the clerical cha- 
racter, the Scottish commissioners found it impos- 
sible to procure the establishment of PresbyteriaQ 
church<^vemment in England, on that scale of ty- 
ranny and purity which they conceived indispen- 
sable ;^ they could only succeed in establishing « 
form of worship, and a catechism of doctrine,^^ agree- 
able to their wishes. The nation was, of course, 
very much chagrined at the miserable issue of their 
grand religious mission; and, had it hi^pened at a 
somewhat earlier period, they might, by the with- 
drawal of their army, have embarrassed the English 
parliament in such a way as to make them repent 
the unsatisfactory extent of the reformation* But 
the English had, fortunately, taken care to post- 
pone the conclusion of the Assembly till the period 
S 
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when ftttch an act on the part of the Scots was of 
▼ery little moment to them, or was rather to be 
desired than otherwise ; and thus the Scots might 
be said to have broken faith with their king, and 
had two years of hard fighting, with exactly that 
deficiency of advantage to themselves which, from, 
the nature of things, must be the general result of 
all enterprises, the motives of which are in the least 
deg'ee of doubtful propriety. 
' The state of parties in the spring of 1646 was 
precisely this : The king and the royalists were re- 
duced to the last degree of weakness, insomuch 
that it was necessary for his majesty to select, from 
the various bands of his enemies, one from whom 
he might request quarter. The English parliament 
was still, to all appearance, powerful, though in* 
reality beginning to be deserted by public favour 
on account of the peculations of the members a» 
individuals, and its tyranny as a body, and, more- 
over, weakened by the independence which Crom« 
well had achieved for the army. The Indepen- 
dents, who governed the army, or rather composed 
it, were fast acquiring the ascendency which the 

nliament was losing; for the public mind, cast 
se from Episcopacy, and having dragged its 
anchors over the shoals of Presbytery, was every 
day verging nearer to that chaos of vague fanati- 
dsm in which the religious sentiments of this body 
might be said to consist. The Scots, who^ com- 
posed the fourth and last party, were now lying in 
a great measure inactive in the north of England ; 
disgusted with what they considered the ingrati- 
tude of the English for uieir services, but deter- 
mined not to retire till they were at least reckoned 
with for their stipulated pay. 

It was, perhaps, in consideration of the cause of 



db'y Google 



160 SUPPRESSION OP 

^eace wMiJi the Scots had agninst the two othar 
psrties of his enemies, that the king selected them 
as die most likely to afford him the protection he 
wanted. At the end of April, 1646, having pri- 
Tailely retired from Oxford, he appeared, a^er a 
jonniey of eleven days, hefore the Scottish leaguer 
at Newaik, in the disguise of a postilion* The 
officers, who are generally heliered to have had na 
expectation of his majesty's arrival, expressed the 
utmost smprise at his appearance; hut they re-r 
ceived him, as he had calcnlated, with sufficient 
external respect. << The general, himself/' say^ 
Kirkton, *^ rendered his bare sword upon his knee, 
winch, it was observed, the king did not re-deliver. 
When he first came into the Scottish quart^^ he 
offefed to play tiie general himself, in commanding 
the sonldiers' posts and settling the guards, till old 
Leslie told hun, in his homely manner, that he^ 
bring the elder souldier, would save his majesty 
that labour: afW which he forbare." 

The Buirender of the king concluded the Civil 
War ; for, as a testimony of tiie desire which he^ 
professed for peace, he gratified tiie English par«- 
liament by a resignation of his last-remaining for-^ 
tresses, and the Scots by a retraction of Montrose's 
commission. 

It was the last day of May, and Montrose waa 
just on the point of executiing a project he ha4 
formed for impressing en army throughout the 
Highlands, when he was overtaken by intelligence 
of tiie king's surrender, and at the same time by ai^ 
order from his majesty, commanding him to disband 
his troops and withdraw from the kingdom. He 
was of course grieved to the last d^ee by an 
event which so completely and at once put a period 
to his cherished schemes of glory; and, in a sort 
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t>f despair^ he wrote a priyate letter to the king, re- 
questing to be informed if it was really his wish 
that he should lay down his arms, and proposing, 
should that not he the case, to hold out to the last^ 
and eren to attempt his rescue from the CoTenant* 
ers, if he should so desire. He was only answer* 
ed by a second public or oflBidal order for the re^ 
8ignati<m of his arms ; on which he again sent up 
a messenger to make private inquiry into the king s 
real wislws. Charles, who was under great appre^ 
hensions regarding this zealous servant, lest he 
should hXk a sacrifice to his implacable enemies, 
^n saw fit to appoint the Duke of Hamilton to 
negotiate his safe retirement from Scotland. 

Hamilton, who had suffered two years' imnrison- 
ment in the king's castles of Pendennis and Moimt 
«St Michael, chiefly by the instigation of Montrose, 
and who, now that he was again at liberty, and re^ 
stored to the king's favour, could not be supposed 
to entertain a. strong affection for that nobleman^ 
nevertheless tmdertook to procure a sort of indem- 
nity for him from the Covenanters. He, in the 
first place, engaged his friend Colonel Loekhart, a 
gentlemen serving tmder General Middleton, to 
hold a conference with Montrose, and inform him 
of the conditions which he might expect from the 
ruling powers. Loekhart having deputed the office 
to his commanding officer, Middleton and Montrose 
met, on the 22d of July, by the banks of the river 
Ilay in Angus, << and conferred for the space of two 
hours, there being none near them but one man for 
each of them to hold his horse ;"^^ when, it being 
proposed to Montrose that he himself, with the 
Earl of Crawford and Sir John Hurry, should be 
excepted from pardon, but permitted to retire be* 
voBd' seas, while the act of attainder should be re*- 
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V^Bned in favour of all the rest of his followers^ he 
saw fit to agree* Some difficulty was experienced 
in carrying the terms tfarongfa the committee of 
parliament ; but it was managed by the influence 
of Hamilton and Lanaik, ^ough not without a 
▼]<dent protest being made by llie Churchy whose 
members professed to consider all treating with 
such an enemy as violative of the Covenant*^^ 

The ceremony of the dissolution of Montrose s 
little army, winch took place <m the last day of 
July at Eattray, near Cupar^Angos, has be^i de- 
scribed in eloquent tenns by Bish<» Wishart, who 
probably witnessed the sceoa. ^' Hariag conyened 
the men to a rendez¥0usy afiw giving them due 
paise for their faithful services and goodbehavioury 
he told them his orders, and bid them farewell; 
an event not less soirowfid to the whole army than 
to himself; for, notwithstanding that he used his 
utmost endeavoniB to raise their drooping sfHrits^ 
and micourage them with the flattering prospect of 
a speedy and desirable peace, and assured them 
that he contributed to ^e king's safety and inteiest 
by his present ready submission, no less than he 
had formerly done by his military attempts ; yet 
they c<mclnded that a period was that day put to 
ihe king^s authority, winch would expire with the 
dissolution of their army ; for the disbanding of 
which tliey were all convinced the orders had been 
extorted from the king, or granted by him on pur* 
pose to evite a greater and more immediate evil 
And, upon whatever ^nvourable conditions their 
safety might be provided for, yet they lamented 
their own fate, and would mudh rather have un« 
dei^gone the greatest fatigues and hardships, than be 
obliged to remain inactive spectators of the miseries 
and calamities befalling their dearest sovereign. 
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Thmt sorrow wb» eonrndeiMj wagBmaktA hy liur 
thovglitB <^ hemg septntod from ihm bcave.nd 
muscawfal general^^Aio was ik0v<r oU^fed to enter 
inlo a kind of baaiBiiBieBt, to the irreparaMe law 
€i the king, ^e eomttyy tkeenelTee^ Mid all gwid 
■MOy at a time whmL iiej nmret had greater oooh 
non for Ub service* Fallia^ de^vmnpon their loMea, 
with teara in dieir eyes, ^y obteated loam, that^ 
seeing the Idng^s safety and mtaresi legaired Ua 
immediate departue bomt tha kingdaoH hs wmSd 
take ihem along wil^ him, to whatever eoiMr o£ 
1km wsrld he should reitfe, pr a foss ag their readi* 
Base to liTe, fi^t, nay^ if it so pleased God*, even 
to die vnder Ins oonauaidi And not a few ol 
them had priratdy detarnuaed^ thangh with the 
eiideBt risk oi their Ima and foartanes, to folk)w 
him widbovt Us kiMvle^^a^ and even againat his 
indinafcicm, and to offer Um their serrioe in a 
foreign land, whieb thej cenld naft any kngcr a^ 
lordhmi in their own distressed nadte country."^'' 

When the army waa tbaa broken mp^ ^ Irish 
were condnded, by the praaeribed Earl of Craw^ 
ford,, towardi Kinfeyre^ these to embark for tiieir 
own eeontry ; the Emi of Aiiiy, and all iho rast 
d the Seottidi k^raHats, returned ta their own 
homes ; and the Mar^aia Inpa^ went to hia seat 
of Old Montrose, in Angus, to prepare for his de- 
parture, which was stipidated to take place before 
the 1st of September. 

The dangers which this noble person endured 
for his unfortunate master, did not end with the 
conclusion he had thus put to his campaign. The 
Estates had engaged to afford him a vessel to carry 
him off; but, to Im unspeakable consternation, they , 
did not send it till the very last day of August, 
and, when it did arrive^ it was found to be under 
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the conunand of a person of yay forbidding man-' 
ners. There were, mcfre&ver^ a number of mww 
yesads, belonging to the English Parliament and 
the Scottish Estates^ which hoyered near the har^ 
bonr of Montrose, apparently for no other purpose 
than to capture him as soon as he i^uld put out 
to sea. It alt<^ther seemed as if the enemy in« 
tended " to keep ^ word of promise to the ear, 
but break it to llie hope^'' So folly were his fol^ 
lowers possessed witii this idea, that many of them 
eounseUed him to retire to the Highlands, and eai^ 
deayour, by resuming arms, to procure more car^ 
tarn conditions. He himself was conyinced of the 
same foct ; but he shrunk from the ^ou^t of re-» 
newing the war, for his own sake, when to do sa 
might inyolye his soyereign in deeper distresses^ 
Finally, cm the 3d of September, haying preyiousn 
ly sent off his adherents and seryants from the 
neig^dbouring port of Stonehayen, he yentured to 
embark at Montrose in a small yessel, different 
from that which the Estates had sent for him, at- 
tended by only a clergyman, and disguised as the 
Benrant of that personage ; by which cautious mea^ 
sures he contriyed to elude the yessels which blodc-* 
ed up the harbour, and in a few days he got saf% 
to the port of Bergen, on the coast of Norway* 



d by Google 



CONCLUSION OF THE CITIL WAS. 165 



CHAPTER Vn. 

COKCLUSIOK OF THE CIVIL WAR* 

. AH eonwn were fflkd irifh Corcnanten, oonAitkm* eoBimUtMi 
mm, and loldleif, wrriog each other to tiieir endt of revenge, or 
sower, or proAl} and thete cio>nnittiP»inHi wert potMMed wiu& tMf 
Covenant 

ISAAX Wauvoit* 

The war being concluded ererywhere over the 
Idiigdoin, and the Idng haTing expressed his readi> 
ness to enter into tenns with the two parliaments^ 
a set of conditions were drawn up by the coinini»- 
Aoners of both Idngdoms, by his accession to which 
he was told that peace would be secured, and he 
iiimself once more settled in his goyemment. 

Unfortunately fat Charles, and for hk country, 
these terms were so extremely hard that, withoiit 
the dereliction of eTery honourable prindple, with- 
out unkinging, without unmanning himself, he 
could not comply with them* The most promi- 
nent required mm to sign the Solemn League and 
CoTenant, and thereby to abolish the Episcopalian 
religion ; an act which he could not do without 
violating the Coronation Oath, as well as an en- 
sagement which he had sacramented in the face of 
his army at the begimung of the war, whereby he 
had vowed to sustain that form of worship and 
diurch-goyemment till bis latest breath. By ano- 
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ther condition, he was required to resign the com- 
mand of his army to his parliament for twenty 
years ; and by another, to permit that legislative 
body to appoint all his officers of state. He was 
also required by this rigorons treaty to consent to 
the attainder and exception from pardon of all 
those indiyidnals who had served mm in the late 
contest with most peculiar zeal. 

When Charles was informed bf the nature of 
these proposals, and at l^e same time told that 
only ten days were allowed him to* consider of 
them, and that l^ose who brought them had no 
^wer to discuss them with lum, he answered in 
despair, that, << saving the honour of the business 
an nonest trumpeter might have done as welL 
He was secretly implored by the leaders of the 
Presbyterian party of both countries to accede to 
ihe treaty, die severity of which, he was told, waa 
•not so much owing to their own hostility to him, 
-as it was adopted for the purpose of subduing th6 
Independents ; who, according to their representa- 
"tion, wished for nothing so much as that he might 
refuse them, in order that they might have a pre- 
text for dethroning him and ms family, and esta- 
blishing their own wild republican theories both rh 
church and state. The Earl of Loudoun, the most 
eloquent of all l^e Scottish comnussioners, pointed 
out in a long speech l^e danger to be apprehended 
from the Independents and the English army, in 
case his Majesty should refrise to join his only 
real friends, the Presbyterians ; and the Earl of 
Leven, with a hundred other officers, knelt before 
him to beseech his acceptance of the treaty. But 
the consdenlious monarch, now apparently the 
only man in his dominions who had me courage to 
do right at the risk of destruction, resolutely re*- 
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jected iu When his refusal was retried in tb«^ 
House of Commons, the Presbyterians were thrown 
into a state of dreadful alarm, seeing in this mea- 
fitore destruction to their own moderate, principles 
of monarchy, and triumph to the wild democracy 
of the Independents. On a vote of thanks being 
proposed to the commissioners for their manage-^ 
ment of the treaty, one Independent whispered 
another in the ear, that they owed more thaidca to 
the king than any body ;. and, in another comer of 
the house, a Presbyterian having .said to an Inde- 
pendent, in a sort of despair, .<' What shall, become 
of us since the king refuseth these propositiona?^' 
t^ie Independent answered, <'Nay, wnat would haye 
become of tM if he had granted Uiem ?"^ 
■ From this point every step which Charles took 
was towards the scaffold. The party most inimi^ 
cal to him, including the Independents, now opened 
up their celebrated bargain with the Scottish army 
for the possession of his person ; the first of that 
series of strong measures by which they gradually 
brought him to the block. 

It was by a very singular combination of party 
interests that this infamous transaction was nego*^ 
tiated. The English Presbyterians, be it remark* 
^, althougli looking upon the Scots as their na- 
tural allies, were anxious for the disbanding of 
iheir army, on accoimt not only of the burdea 
which it laid upon the coimtry, but abo that it 
flight serve as a precedent for the dissolution of 
their own forces, the independency of which they 
)iad much reason to dread. They were also anxious 
(or possession of the king's person, in order that 
they slight employ it as an auxiliary to their own 
strength s^nst the Independents, and also that,» 
having it secure in their own hands, they mighty 
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without dktnrbance on its account, prosecute iheir 
own schemes for the settlement of the nation, or 
rather for the partition of the goremment amongst 
tJiemselves. On the other hand, the Independents 
entered into the scheme of purchasing the king's 
hody from the Scots, under the impression that it 
was a stage towards their own grand olject — ^that 
of securing it for themselTes,'and, by annihilating 
it, establishing their republic They were also 
glad to see the measure of disbanding the Scots 
assodated with that of purchasing the kmg, because 
that army might now be considered, in its con- 
sistent Fresbyterianism, as opposed in principle to 
the En^h army, and therefore as Ukely some 
day to turn its arms against themselves. 

As for the motives of the Scots, who are alone 
blamed by the voice of history, as well as that of 
tradition, for l^eir part in the transaction, it may 
simply be said, that, in the first place, they could 
not retain the king without the risk of national 
ruin, as it must have inevitably involved them in 
a war with the whole of England ; in the second 
place, they had no motive for protecting him, see- 
ing that he refused to sanction their Presbyterian 
form of church government and worship over both 
kingdoms ; in the third place, by surrendering lus 
person, they were solaced with two hundred thou- 
sand poimds of ready money, and as much more 
in prospect* 

There was something, I am strongly tempted to 
think, highly characteristic of l^e Scottish nation 
in their mode of managing this bargain. To give 
that air of external decency to the business, which 
Scotsmen desiderate in the most infamous employ- 
ments, they kept the ne^tiation for the delivery 
•f the king quite distinct in seotniiig, from the ar- 
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rshgemente regarding the payment of his price.* 
Tbe former amur, according to their account, was 
a matter entirely by the by, or contingent. The 
veal ostensible object of the treaty was l^e settle- 
ment of l^ose arrears of pay which, since the be* 
ginning of the war, had been gradually accomnla- 
ting. They seemed as if they wonld scarcely 
speak of the two things in the same day ; and, in 
le^Qity, the papers which passed to and fro betWixt- 
them and their customers, did not in any one in* 
stance allude to both matters together. The nurse 
in Romeo and Juliet, who protests against taking 
kibeirfrom her mistress's lovers, all &e time that 
she is rec^ying one into the hand which for iJiat' 

Surpose she has put behind her back, is not a more 
yely emblem of hypocritical panderism tiian waa 
the conduct on this occasion of the sacred army 
ef the Covenant. 

■ Some attempts have been made by Scottish his- 
torians to exculpate their country from the obloquy 
which was thrown upou it, and whichjitill conti- 
9uea to load it, on account of this infiunons trans- 
action. They have endeavoured to prove it, what 
the Scots themselves represented it at the time, a 
fiur and honourable arrangement for the liquida- 
tion of a debt due by England to Scotland, only 
accompanied incidentally by the surrender of the 
person of the king. Until proof can be brought,, 
however, that the Scots could have compelled the. 
English to do them justice without the resignation, 
of me king ; till it can be proved that their claims,^ 
fieur or ui^ur, would have been allowed by the 
English parliament, on any other conditions or by 
any other arguments ; the stigma which the moral 
sense of the nation affixed upon them at the tima 
must certdnly remain : they must be held, as tha 

VOL. II. p 
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miter of the Memoirs of tiie Somervillefi qxainAv 
•bsenres, to have ^< sold tfaa bear's skin while it 
was yet upon his back.'" 

It seems, at the same time, somewhat hard, that 
the E^lisluiian should be permitted to poiat with 
scorn to 

"——theSoot 
Who said his mnwetdga for a gwat,'* 

"wbaiiB he himself is for^weR hj h}stpr/ tof the 
crime, scarcely less daric, of havio^ pwrehased him.* 
if there be aay truth in the adage that Hae resetter 
is worse tium the thief, it may even be qnesti<medy 
whether the opnl^it Ei^lishman who held out the 
t^nptadon is not guilder than the needy Scot who 
yielded to it. It se^ns to be at the same time for-^ 
gotten or forgiveaB. to the English, that it was a 
pprty am<mgBt Uiem which afterwards took advan- 
tage of the king's misfortunes to put him to death ^ 
while, in Scotland, there was scarcely such a tMng 
as a party willing to sanction that deed, but, on 
ihe ccmtrary, the people rose pesffly en masscy and, 
throwing their Covenant aside for the time, gave 
^mselves up to the grand and truly generous ob* 
ject of rescuing him* 

But England was guilty of even a meaner sis 
than any of these ; a sin, indeed, of nearly the same 
degree of meanness with the vendition of the king, 
and one, it may be remarked, fully as charaeteristie 
of itself, as the delicacy of the Scots was of their 
counlay. By an exertion of diat commwcial acute* 
ness in whidi it so far surpassed all other coimtries, 
its commissioners conlarived on this occasion to 
dieat the Scots out eS much more money than die 
sum which formed the price of the king. The 
whole amount oi pay due to the Scottish natioii 
for its services in England during three years, i 
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tw^ttiItioB8« The Scots allowed by their acccmnfs 
ih»t t&ey had received in money and commoditiee 
aeyen hundred thousand. Tlie Englidb, on their 
part, represented that they had paid fomteen hnn* 
dred thousand. Now, it is clearly probable, htnti 
a emisideration of the items, that the statement of 
the Scots was much nearer the truth than that of 
ihe Engli^. The English were only able to swell 
their account to what they stated it, by the basest 
Bietfaods, by putting items to the credit of the Scots 
which never should hare been accounted, and by 
OYerchargittg others. Is it probable, iot instance^ 
jitlached as the people of Scotiand wei^e afeid are 
U> the species of food termed in Scotland kaH and 
m Englaad broik^ thai, in so short a space of time 
Jnif amny of twenty thousand mesA devoured eiffkiy 
thousand pounds worth qf edbbage P And, even 
allowmg that fowteeft thousand ponwk had been 

e'vst money and goods t» the Scots, were' tW<i 
hred thousand in hand, and a remote and mse^ 
€«re promise of as much more^ aa adequate pay* 
jaent of the balanca ? 

The best apology, however, whichcan be made for 
£lcotland in regard to the sale of their kmg, i% that k 
waa don^ not by the whN^ nation, but only by a pak^ 
iy, and by a party, toe, winch happened tobe placed 
in very peculiar ekcnmstaBces. In the pretended 
parCament whieh ratified the boi^ain, there were 
not above a third of the nobility pres^it, the other 
,two thirds being either secluded on account of their 
naaligiiBBcy, or awed from coming forward by the 
fear of fines. It has been asserted by one who 
mmgled in all the traofiactions of the lime, and who 
tmist have known the pulse of the country through^- 
out aU these its various fevers, that, excqH^ing in 
^Ftfe and the sourth-wastem counties^ (about a 
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fourth of Scotland,) there were a hundred prinft^ 
indiyiduals lliat abhorred the measure for ontf 
that agreed with it.^ The minority in parliament^ 
'which refused to accede to it, consisted in the 
Duke of Hamilton, the Earls of Lanaric, Tulliebar-' 
dine, and Kinghom, the Lords Spynie and EUbank, 
the Lakds of Halkerton, Inn^peffer, Monargan; 
and Garden, and the commissioners for the burghs 
•of Forfar, Brechin, and Tain. The two first noble- 
men, who were perhaps the most consistent loyal* 
ists and at the same time the truest patriots of their 
time, endeavoured, by the employment of their 
great family influence in the country, to procure 
a rejection of the measure ; and there was some^ 
thing above l^e mere politician in the speech which 
the Duke of Hamilton, the first peer of the land> 
made at the conclusion of the debate,^ in favour 
of his unfortunate cousin and master. ^ Would 
Scotland,'' he exclaimed, in allusion to the sup- 
posed antiquity of the royal line, << now quit a 
possession of fifteen hundred years' date, which 
was l^eir interest in their sovereign, and quit 
it to those whoso enmity against both him and 
themselves did now so visibly appear ? Was this 
the effect of their protestations of duty and affec- 
tion to his majesty? Was this their keeping of 
their Covenant, wherein they had sworn to defend 
the king's majesty's person and authority? Was 
this a suitable return to the king's goodness, bolJi 
in his consenting to all the desires of that kingdom, 
in the year 1641, and in his late trusting his per- 
«on to them ? What censures would be passed 
«upon this through l^e whole world? What « 
-stain would it be to l^e whole reformed religion ? 
What dangOT miffht be apprehended, in consequence 
*of it, both to the king's person, and to ^Scotland, 
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(ran tlie party that was bow prevalent in £iig«. 
hmd ?** When his grace's TOte was asked, he n^^ 
tered the asual moiiosyllahic negative in a v mee evi-; 
dently deepened hj smnraw ; bat on the quesdei^ 
eiMning to his brodier, ^e £arl o^ Lanark, thal^ 
hrare young noUemea esndauned, in a roiee eqnid^ 
If em^uitic, ^ As God shall haTe meicy vfon my 
se«d ail iJle great day, I wmdd choose rmes to 
have my head stmck oiOP at the Market-cross of 
Eifinbnrgfa, than give my consent to this vote Y* 
And, when the vote was faiidy passed, and the act 
ratted, Laaai^ added witk a deep groan, in allu- 
sion to the popular title of the cby on which ih» 
artietes of Peilh were ratified in 1621, a day sup- 
posed l^^harre been cnmed frata heafven by reason 
of the daik thandw-storm and the dark political 
fMOBaflioii wiiefa simnltaaaoDriy befell upon it| 
^ Una is ike^bfm^isi Saturday Uiat Scotland ever 



On tbsdStkof Jamiary, 1647, die Scottish anny» 
hacfing leeeived the prioe of l^e kii^ in siz-and« 
thirty eovemd wagg^ug, delivered his person to the 
Engfish connaissioners iqipointed to receire it, and 
immediately returned to meauc own country^ where 
tiiey were disbanded.'' 

Befbfe proceeding finther widi the general his- 
tory of lids period, it will be necessary tO' detail a 
miUtHry enterprise which Dimd Leslie underto<^ 
hn Scotland^ immediately afbsr die disbanding of the 
army, for the final suppression of the insurrections 
ef Hundy and Montrose* 

It is a curious fact, not hitherto noted in the hi»> 
tory of En^and, but wfaidi seems certain from the 
receiM; publication of the Sutherland fimily manur 
seript,* that, after Charles had su r re nd ered all his 
placea oi streogdi in England^ ordeied die depan- 
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tore of Montrose, and apparently Tesigned bimseK 
entirely and without reserve into the hands of the 
Scottish parliament Mid army, he still kept up an 
armed loyalist party in Scotland, into whose aim% 
he entertained some thoughts of throwing himself,, 
or which he at least calculated upon as a last re-» 
source fm* the protection of his person, m the event; 
of its heing threatened hy his present. protectors^ 
and provided that he could make his escape from; 
them. *^ Ahout l^e middle of Deeemher,*'^ pro- 
eeeds the fiamily memoir just quoted, <^ Robert 
Leslie, brother to Lieutenant General Leslie, came 
from ^e king out of Newcastle, with lettera and a 
private commission to the Marquis of Huntly, 
showing that his ms^eetie had a mind to fve^ him- 
self from the Scots axmie at Newcastle ;. and» if he 
might escape, he would come to him in some part 
iof ihe north of Scotland ; and therefore desired him 
to have in readiness what forces he could make4 
Immediately after Robert Ledie went away, Hunt- 
}y raiseth all the forces he coidd, and makes Ina ren- 
dezvous at Banff, which he fortifies ; ai^ there he 
stayed the Test of the following wint^*" 

From, die circumstance of Huntly continuing in 
arms after the king was rendered to the English 
parliament, it woidd appear that, even then, the 
unfortunate monarch entertained hopes ci escape 
from the party which possessed his person, and of 
surrounding himself with a cavalier anny, which 
ehould procure for him either a victory over both 
Presbyterians and Independents, or at least mors 
reasonable terms of peace than they now ofiered 
iufid. It was probably also, in the prospect of be^ 
^^oming useful in such an event, and by a secret 
'Undtrstandmg with the kmg to that effect, that 
'Mqntrefe*9 major-general, Sir Alaster MaeCol, still 
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Ikiff^ed with his Irish and Highland forces in Ar-^ 
gyle. 

To take away this last cayalier prop from the 
king, the Scottish parliament conceived it their 
duty and interest, after the return of their anny^ 
to send part of the staff, under Lientenant^Gene^ 
ral Leslie, against l^e Marquis of Huntly* This 
loyal commander, who had, in the previous month 
of May, displayed more tlan his usual vigour, hy 
taking Aberdeen out of the hands of a strong Co- 
Tenanting garrison, and who had successfully re^ 
pelled an attack latterly made upon his leaguer at 
Banff, by a party of the parliamentary .forces,, 
proved totally unfit to witlistand the body of ve- 
teran soldiers which Leslie brought for ids sup-t 
pressioik Retiring from a struggle in which he 
nad no |»'ospect of being successful, he betook 
himself to the mountainous recesses of Badenoch, 
where the people were chiefly his vassals, leaving 
only ft few parlies in the low country, to garrisoB 
the principal strengths. Leslie proceeded to re« 
duce these strengths, before attempting to follow 
the marquis into his mountain fastness. He first 
took the castle of Strabogie, with its command-* 
er, the Laird of Newton-Gordon, Ti4iom he sent ta 
Edinburgh. Next, he captured the castle of Les- 
more. Then he reduced the strong house of the 
Bog of Gicht, now Gordon Castle, and the prin-f 
cipal seat of the family, the captain of which, James 
Gordon of Letterfime, together with his brother, 
Thomas Gordon of Clasterim, and others, he also 
dispatdied prisoners to Edinburgh. Fuially, he 
took the fonified isle of Lochtanner.in Aboyne.*^ 
The garrisons of all these places he admitted to 
quarter, except the Irish, who were invariably shot) 
without mercy or ceremony, immediately after 



d by Google 



IT6 coNqLtnsioN OF THx cmz WAa^ 

tibe ctptore of the honaca m wkich tkey wmn 
found." 

' WlKnthel^wkmdpfnrtiMiofHiiBdy'stemt;*]^ 
had been thos reduced, the PreBhytemn genenJ* 
invaded h» Higbtod distriets^ ai^ speedily cap 
tared the fortrenesr of Rutbren in Badeaoch, and 
inTerloehy in Lochaber^ Then, leading his ma^ 
jor-gcaend^ IMBdcQetoii, in gavrBon over tiie conm* 
try, and to achieve, if pes^l^ tiie seizmB of 
Hunt's peraaa,^ Ledie mored fonmd, with four- 
teen kan^red foot aad two troops of hnrsey to siip« 
piess tibe stvengdi whidi MteCol still kept iq> ka 
Aigvk. 

Tewsnb ^Im&Aoi May, (1647,) Leslie had 
advaneed to Invenay, hemg accompanied on hta 
nardi by die Maarqnis of Aigyk, and other dnef^ 
taina of the daft CiBn|>l»ll, aU: of ihem aaxiens to 
witnesa aad shaie in the deiealrof one who had 
proTed so aemre a scowge tadieir lands- and vas- 
aals. It is said by Sir Jaanea Tarnei^ an eaqieri^ 
eaced officer, who aeeompanied die eiq)edkion9 
and has left an aceonnt of it, dkat, if Alastra- had 
had the good seaae to deCend the passes whs^ lead 
from im^rary into the peimrala of Kkttyre, where 
he now was, Leslie most have cmly been able to 
force an entry by a nHracle-^perhaps been defeat- 
ed in the attempt. Unlortunately hr the ksTo 
h«ft imprudent Hig^iiander, he had taken no^ snch 
f»ecaati<Hi. He <Md not brmg vp his men to ^- 
pose die IVesbytenan general, tUl his hcnae had 
^Birly passed through diose difficult stnats, and 
reached the level country beyond. A ddrmish 
there took place which lasted a whole day, (May 
^,) but as the horse of die enemy had fnU room 
to act, it was unsuccessful to MaeCoL He re* 
treated next day to his boats, and tranapoirtiid tfaa 
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whole of his force over to the islands, except ovlf 
three hundred men, partly Irish, and partly Higkr 
landers of ihe clan Dongsl, or Conll, which he lefl 
behind to garrison a fort called Dtmayertie on the 
mainland. 

This fort Leslie immediately besieged and took^ 
and the fate to which he consigned its unhappy 
inmates, remains, periiaps, one of the fonlest blots 
that erer stained the memory of a Christian sol^ 
dier. It was impossible that ihe fort shoidd hare 
•held out, because, standing as it did upon the top 
of a hill, it had no supply of water except what 
fell from the clouds. When intolerable thirst 
compelled ihe garrison to capitulate, LesHe recei* 
Ted ihem, not on condition of quarter, or as co- 
ming under his own discretion, but as submitting 
themselves unconditionally to ^e mercy of the go- 
▼emment. This << nice distinction," as Sir James 
Turner terms it, s^ems to hare been adopted, pure- 
ly for the purpose of throwing the blame of the 
massacre which was to ensue off his own shoul- 
ders, upon those of the Campbells who were to 
execute it, or rather upon those of the Marquis of 
Argyle and a clergyman accompanying him, who, 
on the present occasion, acting as the representa- 
tives of the parliament and kiik, the two dominant 
powers of tbe kingdom, se^n to have taken it 
•upon ihem to order the massacre. It is not cer- 
tain, be it remarked, that Argyle really ordered, 
or even counselled ibe deed in question, though 
mich a charge formed one of the items of his in- 
dictment after the Restoration ; but there can at 
least be no doubt that Mr John Nevory, or Neaves, 
^he clergyman mentioned, assumed the privilege 
of a representative of the Church of Scotland to 
"urge Leslie to its execution. << I know that the 
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IkMtewMfit'ffe—galy" 8«cb are the words of Sif 
JiBiea Turner^ <^ was of himself imwUlkig to shed 
these m^'s blood ; hut Mr John Nave, who was 
•ppcNiited by the Coutmissicai of the Kirk to wait 
upon him as his chaplain, never ceased to temp$ 
hhn to that bloodshed,, yea, and thr^f^ened hiin 
with the curses that befell Said for sparii^ the 
Amalekites— -fcM* with them his theok^ taught 
him to compare the Danavertie men : and I venly 
believe that this prevailed most with David Les* 
lie^ who locked upon Nave a» the repr esentstivtf 
of the Elirk oi Scotland*'' AcccMrdingly,. to use the 
careless language of this rough soldin:, << having 
coHie out of the castle^ these f^lowa were put to 
the sword, every mother's awa of them, except one 
youi^ man, Mackoul, whose life I be|^;edy to be 
sent to France." Bishop Guthry adds, aa a £B€t 
which he had heard stated by many ear- witnesses^ 
that, as ArgylO) Ledie, andNeavesy werewaUdng 
through the scene, ^^over the anik* m bhod^'* the 
general turned about and said to bk saintly chap- 
lain ^' Now, Mr John^ have you Aot for once got 
yomr fill of blood ?** an eaqj^ressictt the most mskm 
blimely borrible, perhaps, that ever any viUaia ef 
the de^>est dye used te another*^^ 

Frcmi the mainland Leslie boated himself, with 
fig^y troopers, over to Islay, in pursuit &[ Ma&- 
CoL There he found that the loyalist general, 
with his customaay impmdence, had gone to Ire* 
land, leaving two hundred men with his father 
CoUdttoch, in a fortress called Dunniveg, precise- 
ly similar to Dunavertie. Siege being immediate- 
ly laid to this fort, the garrison, after a stout re- 
sistance, were ob%ed to capitulate for want of 
water. Having been able, however, to procure 
better terms tl^ their friends in Kintyre,, the^ 
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lives were Bpured, with the iisgle exception of Col* 
kittoch himself, who, haying come out of the eaitio 
^ on some parole or o^er," says Sir Junes Tur- 
ner, << to speak with his old fiiend the captain of 
Dunstafinage, was surprised and made prisoner^ 
not without some stain to the lieutenant^goneral's 
honour. He was afterwards hanged hj a jury of 
^be Marquis of Argyle's depute, one GoOTge Camp* 
bell, from whose sentence few are said to have ee* 
a»ed that kind of death."^' 

The remainder of this enterprise of tenor may 
be best giTcn in Sir James Turner's own words. 
** From fia," says he, << we boated orer to Jura, a 
borride isle, and a hM»iti^n fit for deere and wild 
beasts ; and so from iile to isle, tQl we came to 
Mull, which is one of l^e best of the Hebrides. 
Here Maclaine saved his lands, with the loss of his 
reputation, if he ever had any. He gave up his 
strong castles to Leslie, gave his eldest sonne for 
hostage of his fidelity, and, which was unchristian 
baseness in the lowest degree, he delivered up four- 
teen very prettie Irishmen, who had been all along 
faithful to him, to the lieutenant-general, who im- 
mediatelie caused hang them all. It was not well 
done to demand them from Maclaine, but inexcu- 
sablie ill done in him to betray them. Here I can- 
not forget one Donald Campbell, fleshed in blood 
from his very infancie, who with all imaginable 
violence pressed that the whole clan Maclaine 
sould be put to the edge of the sword ; nor could 
he be <^mmanded to forbear his bloody suit by the 
lieutenant-general and two major-generab ; and 
with some difficulty was he commanded silence by 
his chief the Marques of Argyle. For my part, I 
said nothing, for indeed I did not care though he 
had prevailed in his suit, the delivery of the Irish 
7 
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had m mudi inritaied m% against UmI wlide claK 
and name."^^ 

Leslie retimed to the Low Country in Sq>tem-« 
her^ when he was honoored with universal appro- 
bation for Ins diligent behayioor in the late enter- 
prise, the sncoess of which was thought worthy to 
be congtatidated by a g^ieral fast Before this 
period, Major-G^icral Middleton had sent, as pri- 
soners to E^ynbnrgh, three of the chief adherent^ 
of the Marquis of Hnntly, Gordon oi Innermarlde^ 
the young Laird of NewUm-Gordon, and the Laird 
of Hartlully the two last of .whom. were ezecnted* 
Huntly buttself was seized two months afierwafdfr 
in Strathdon, and sent captive to Edinburgh, where 
be was imprisoned in the oommon jail^ <» tolr 
booth. 
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CHAPTER VHL 

ASCENDENCY OF THE INDEPENDENTS, AND 
ICXECUTION OF THE KING. 

To the roek with him 1 to the rook with him ! 

Coriolanui. 

It has be^i represented by the friends of legiti- 
mate monarchyy as a strong reason for the repres- 
si(m of all popidar combinations against establish- 
ed authority, that ^ two national parliaments, 
which had now so effectually overpowered King 
Charles, and apparently settled the government oa 
Jl republican model, were just at tms very period 
of their triumph on ihe pomt of sinking beneath a 
tyranny of a different order, which they themselves 
had called into existence, and which was of an in- 
finitely more frightful and intolerable nature to the 
nation at large wan the rule they had just escaped 
from. . The English parliament which had con- 
tended so stoutly for the abrogation of high-toned 
ElHscopacy, was now to suffer from the opposite 
extreme of fanatic Independency : after reducing 
to proper bounds the arbitrary rule of a king, it 
was to peridi by a blow from a mere ambitious 
soldier. It resembled, according to the views of 
this class of politicians, ^ wayward child of the 
feiry tale, w1k>, to get quit of some petty evil, ha- 
ving called in the assistance of a demon, was grati- 
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lied no doubt with a complete victory over the 
trivial annoyance complained of, but found himself 
at the same time engaged to become the perpetual 
slave and the eventual prey of the dreadful auxiliary 
which he had called to hiB aid. 

The English parliament, as already hinted, in 
its negotiations for the dismissal of ^e Scottish 
army, had had a view towards the dismissal of 
their own forces ; for eten theii it was beginniiig 
to find the victors of Naseby somewhat intractable, 
and to entertain fears lest their sectarian enemies 
should turn them to account in the struggle which 
was anticipated. It had no sooner acquired pos- 
session of the king's person, than it proceeded to 
take measures for the dissolution of the troops. 
•By a very inconsiderate, and, to say the least of it, 
•very cruel decree, it commanded part of those men 
>who had achieved all its victories and establfsbed 
its power, to retire to private life, not only without 
pensions, but even without disbursement of the last 
4weltemonth's pay; another portion it voted 'to 
«erve in Ireland agmnst the Papists, which tvas 
justly considered the most disagreeable duty that 
could be assigned to men of their profession. The 
soldiers were thus furnished with a pretext for te^ 
l)ellion, of which they soon proceeded to take ad- 
vantage. Under the direction of Cromwell, Ireton, 
and other Independent leaders, who had previously 
moulded the whole mass to their will; they erected 
a sort of counter-parliament among themselves, 
seized the person of the king, advanced to London^ 
tBxpelled the chief of the Presbyterian members, 
and at once placed the government in the hands of 
their own friends. So sudden was this revolution, 
that it was entirely accomplished before any mea-* 
Bures c^oiddbe taken by the English Presbyterians 
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for ailing m the assistance of their Scottish bre- 
tin*en, and almost before any intelligence of its firsts 
moyements had yet crossed the Tweed. > 

King Charles, though to all appearance as pas- 
sive in the midst of these commotions as the bark 
which tosses on the bosom of an agitated sea, was 
in reality the most active intrigtuint of all the poli- 
ticians concerned. The disputes of the Presby- 
terians and Independents, which caused his comi- 
tenance to become a matter of request with both, 
suggested to him the possibility of accomplishing^ 
his own unconditional restoration by a skilful man 
nagement of iheir various passions, or by drivmg. 
th^n into desperate confdct with each other. En-^ 
tering into secret negotiati<ms with both, he enr 
deavoured, by a sort of auctioneering dalliance, to 
ascertain which would admit him to me throne up- 
on the best terms, provided that he should cast ia- 
to their scale the relics of authority or consider- 
ation which still remained to him. The Presby- 
terians, become in. their desperation next thing tQ 
royalists, for the purpose of opposing the democrat 
tic Ind^endents with greater v^our, gave him 
vague promises of rewarding him for his favour by 
a restoration of almost every thing but Episcopacy; 
the Independents, on their part, offered lum at least 
a toleration, if not also a restoration, of that fa* 
vourite system of worship. Detesting, as he had 
good reason to do, both parties alike, he acted up* 
on no other principle in these negotiations than 
that of taking advantage of their disputes to re*- 
trieve the rights they Iwd united in ravishing from 
him. It was only imfortunate for himself diat he 
isided with the sinking party, or rather, I should 
jsay, with that which, in those times of violence, 
had least military power to protect him. ; 
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He sided with the Preshyterians. Encouraged 
by prospects which the Duke of Hamilton held 
out, of bringing the whole Scottish nation to his 
support against the Independents, whose power 
now alarmed them more wan ever that of Charles 
bad done, and perhaps conceiving that a renewal 
of the war might turn up some juncture favourable 
for his unlimited restoration, he ratified a secret 
treaty with the Presbyterians of both kingdoms, 
whereby he agreed, on condition of their placing 
bim again upon the throne, to s^ their Covenant, 
and establish thehr form of worship and church- 
government upon a probationship of three years, 
as also to concur with them in their favourite ob- 
ject, the extirpation of sectaries or repression of 
toleration. Had the enterprise of the Presbyte- 
rians met with success, it is probable that Britain 
might have been spared the execution of the king, 
and the military tyranny of the next twelve years. 
But, as an eminent writer has remarked, they had 
to meet with Cromwell ; and to meet witii Crom- 
well was inevitable defeat. 

The reader, who has seen the Scottish nation 
three times send an army against King Charles for 
the protection of their Covenant, is now to be 
amused with the strange spectacle of a fourth ar- 
mament, composed of nearly tiie same persons, and 
commbsioned by nearly the same ofBdal indivi- 
duals, marching into England for the precisely op- 
posite purpose of protecting the sovereign, and to 
the neglect in a great measure of the sacred bond 
which had urged tiie former expeditions. 

The association, however, upon which this fourth 
expedition proceeded, was not nearly so firm, or 
unanimous, or decisive an affair, as the more reli- 
gious leagues which had formed the groundwork of 
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the formo' three. The Scottish Preshyterians were 
by no means of one opinion as to the necessity of 
emancipating the king; still less were they nnani- 
mous in thiidang the conditional promises which he 
held out sufficient to justify their going into a war 
for his restoration. Many of them thought that he 
should haye heen compelled to give earnest of his 
good intentions hy signing the Covenant, before 
they should take any steps in his behalf. Others 
were jealous of the strong loyalist or malignant 
complexion which the association bore, and openly 
expressed their suspicions that an unconditional re- 
storation of the king was the real object of the en- . 
terpnse, and that the Presbyterians, with their Co-. 
Tenant, would be thrown off, so soon as the de- 
sired triumph was obtained over the English sec- 
taries. " That the cursed army of sectaries," says 
Baillie, expressing the opinion of the most mode- 
rate of the dissentients, " should vanish in smoke, 
and their friends in the houses, city, and country, 
be brought to their well-deserved ruin ; that the , 
king and his family should be at last in some near- 
ness to be restored to their dignity and former con- 
dition, I am very glad : but my fear is great that 
his restitution should come by these hands, (mean- 
ing those of the Hamiltons and other loyalists,) and 
be so ill prepared, that the glorious reformation we 
have suffered so much for shall be much endanger- 
ed, and the most that shall be obtained be but a 
weak Erastian Presbytery, with a toleration of Po- 
pery and Episcopacy at court, and of divers sect% 
elsewhere." At the head of this uncompromising 
party, which comprehended a majority of the cler- 
gy, were the Marquis of Argyle, and Sir Archibald 
Johnston of Wariston. 

Such, nevertheless, was at this time the populai: 
q2 
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feeling of affection for the king, and so mi^h sym- 
pathy was awakened hy a proposal for his rescue 
from the English repuhucans, that, in the new par- 
liament, which met on the 1 Ith of March, 1648, the 
royalists were fomid to have a decided majority. 
The Dnke of Hamilton, who acted as leader, foimd 
no difficulty therefore in procuring a rote for a 
levy of forty thousand men. At the same time, 
insurrections were organized in many districts oif 
England, to correspond with this grand inYBsion 
which was contemplated from Scotland ; seventeen 
sail of the navy revolted to the king, and, sailing 
over to Holland, put themselves into the hands of 
the Prince of Wales ; small parties of loyalists were 
already appearing openly in Wales, wearing in their 
hats blue-and-white ribbons, the royal livery, sub- 
ficribed with the words, " We long to see our king ;" 
some loyalists of the north of England had already 
fieized the fortresses of Carlisle and Berwidc ; one 
party of horse, under a gallant cavalier of the name 
of Wogan,hadcome to Edinburgh to put themselves 
imder the command of the Scottish general ; and 
to all appearance there seemed no probability that 
the English army, which did not muster much 
above twenty thousand men, would be able to op- 
pose an enemy so numerous, and which appeared at 
once in so many different and opposite quarters of 
the empire. 

And it really never could have subdued the 
loyalists and moderate Presbyterians, but for the 
obstructions which were now uurown in the way of 
the Scottish levies by the fanatic and unpatriotic 
party which has just been described. This party, 
having chosen rather to coalesce with the Independ- 
ents tlum with the loyalists, and being secretly en- 
couraged with promises and bribes from that party 
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in the English pBiiiament, acted with the most de- 
cided hostility agamst the proceedings of the duke. 
On account of a protest which they entered in par- 
liament against the levy, they became distingaiuied 
by the epithet of Protesters ; while the opposite 
party receiyed the title of Engagers, on account of 
their accession to the association for the king, which 
was called << Hamilton's Engagement." The chnrcb 
emitted a violait declaration against the Engage- 
ment, wlach they ordered to be read in all tiie pul- 
pits of the kingdom. Indiyidually, they preached 
against it with the most enthusiastic fervour, ^ com- 
paring it," says Salmonet, « to certain of the mys- 
teries of St John's Revelation, and threatening all 
those who joined in it with the menaces which the 
prtyphets of old denounced against Gog and Ma- 
gog." Argyle himself undertook a tour through 
rife and the south-western counties, where it was 
least popular, for the purpose of organizing a re- 
gular military opposition, which was to be support- 
ed by a detachment of the English army under 
Lambert ; and he had all his own clansmen pre- 
pared to join in that enterprise. Precisely in pro- 
portion to the warmth of the feeling which now pre- 
vailed in favour of King Charles, and which evident- 
ly caused the Engagement, was the feeling of alarm 
about the Covenant, which excited this opposition ; 
and thus the nation came to be as thoroughly di- 
vided into Engagers and Protesters, as it had ever 
been into Covenanters and Malignants. 

The gentle temporizing disposition of the Duke 
of Hamilton was not well suited to act against the 
violence of the Protesters. Instead of taking vigor- 
ous measures for suppressing them, which his ma- 
jority in the supreme court of parliament could have 
easily enabled him to do, he spent much pains and 
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much lime In vain atl^npta ta draw them into Imk 
pleasures. There even arose a sn^icicMi among th^ 
ultraloyalktsthat he hadasecretunderatandingwitb 
the Argyle party ; and it is affirmed by Guthry that,^ 
to eSace an impression so nnf avonrable to his vie ws^ 
he was obliged to get up a sint of mock duel be^^ 
tween tlie Earl of Lindsay, one of his Mends, and 
the Marquis of Argyle. The marquis, pretending 
to take off(^ce at scnne equivocal expression whicb 
Lindsay used regarding aim in parliament, sent hinpi 
a challenge, and desired him to appoint a time and 
place of meeting. Lindsay returned an answer on 
Sunday evening, informing Argyle that he should 
meet him next morning at five o'clock on Musse^-* 
burgh Links. They met there at the lime ap^ 
pointed ; when, if we are to believe a cavalier Im* 
torian,^ << the redders" whom they had appointed 
to come up and interfere, failing to appear at the 
proper time, they were obliged to dally an houc 
upon the ground, without proceeding to businesi^ 
Lindsay was perhaps willing and anxious to fight ; 
but, according to Sir James Balfour, another Tory 
writer, << all &t was of them could not make Ar- 
gyle %ht, till he saw Colonel Haddan, the Chan-» 
celWs man, coming to part them : then he was 
something stout, and refused to subscribe a paper 
which he would have formerly done, I believe^ 
against his will, but which he had been forced 
either to do, or else to cast off his doublet, and 
boots, which he was wondrous loath to do in re« 
speet of the coldness of the weather."* To com- 
plete the farce, the Marquis of Argyle was obliged 
hy the commission of the kirk to perform public 
repentance before them, ^^ because he had had such 
an hostile mind," and Lindsay was desired to sub* 
niit to the same de^ading ccaremony, but refused. 
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The combat, such as it was, and its attoidant dr- 
coBistaiiees, cavsed great scandal to Argyle's own 
party, hot only fnnudied matter of spmt to th^ 
more knowing cavaliers*' 

The only reason, however, iriiich the nltm loyid* 
ists seem to have had for bdieriBg the Dnke of 
Hamihim nnfiiithfiil to his prince, was no other 
than that he acted, thron^urat all these troubles, 
and as much on the present occasion as on any 
other, rather with the g«Mrosity and modantion 
of an extremely good heart and temperate mind, 
than with the selfish views whidi inflnenced, in a 
greater or lesser degree, all his brother politicians. 
He was almost the only man of his time, who could 
distinguish the real interests of his country from the 
enthusiasm of religion, or i^o could entertain an 
afifection for the perscm of his sovereign without the 
denre of seeing him rendered a dei^ot* Therewas 
periiaps no man whose fate it was to perish in the 
tumults of this most unhappy time, not even the 
king himself, more worthy oi sympadiy than Ha- 
milton. After Charles surrendered to the Scot- 
tish army at Newcastle, this amiable nobleman, 
seeing no possibility o( serving both his king and 
his country, as he wished both to be served, so- 
Mdted permission from his majesty to retire alto- 
gether from the scene, and go abroad. But Charles 
could not ccmsent to part widi one whose friend- 
ship he estimated so mudi ; and Hamilton remained 
to be indeed what he declared himself, << the most 
unhappy man in his majesty's dominions." He had 
smce then acted in the kii^*s behalf with a great 
degree of zeal, insomuch that he accepted the Cove- 
nant in order to fit himself for the transaction of ne- 
gotiations with his countrymen ; but his zeal was 
always tempered by a sort of melancholy, as if the 



d by Google 



IWasgbmdjency of the independents, 

doom which was destined to overtake him, had al-' 
ready thrown its antieipatory shadow over his mind. 
Even now, when confeissedly the leading man in his^ 
native country, and looked np to throughont all: 
England as the person idio was to have tlie glory 
of leading his sovereign back from the prison to the- 
palace, he could not act up to the situation or dm- 
racter which he held ; but, like the criminal who 
professes to die at peace with all the world, or the 
martyr who smiles at the revilings of tlie ra,bble, 
seemed inclined to pardon every insult and every> 
opposition, as if saisible that the punishment of the 
o£tenders would only give him additional cause oi 
regret in his last hour. 

: Yet he did not carry this for^ving sentiment so* 
^Eur as to forbear suppressing a dangerous insurrec** 
tion which tlie wild party raised against his levies: 
in the west. At MauchUn, in Ayrshire, on the* 
lOlii of June, under the pretext of attending a 
communion, a vast number of recusant recruits and 
other country people assembled in anns ; being, it 
is supposed, excited by the Marquis of Argyle, and 
encouraged with the prospect of an auxiliary forc^ 
from the English army. The duke committed the^ 
charge of suppressing these misguided persons ta 
General Middleton, who accordmgly marched to-^ 
wards them, at the head of three hundred h^rse ; 
n larger body of both horse and foot being left be% 
hind at Stewarton as a reserve. When Middletoa 
came up, he found the insurgents drawn out cmk 
MaudiUn Moor, to the amount of eight hundred 
foot and twelve hundred horse.^ They were at* 
tended by eight ministers, and were just in the act 
of choosing officers. To give an idea of ihe spirit 
which animated them, it need only be mentioned 
that six hundred had come from the little district 
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of Stiralhaven and Lesmahago, and were of course 
vassab of the Duke of Hamilton, but had yet 
thought proper to disobey their territorial superior, 
for the purpose of doing what they considered their 
duty to God. 

The approach of Middleton was unexpected, 
find they were a good deal appalled at the sight of 
his troops. Tbe ministers therefore came out to 
solicit terms of capitulation. Middleton promised 
safety to all, except the revolted recruits, (about 
two hundred,) provided that the rest would dis** 
perse. But, when these tonus were declared to the 
mul^tttde, only the men of Kyle and Cunningham 
would consent to receive them. Those of Lanark- 
shire, includmg the vassals of Hamilton, expressed 
a resolution to stand out. Middleton, seeing that 
only a portion had acceded to his tonus by going 
hMne$ charged the rest, sword in hand, and soon 
succeeded in dispersing them. His men were com- 
manded to spare lives, but compensated the re- 
striction, according to the account of Bdllie, by 
seizing " horse, arms, and purses." Unfortunate- 
ly, a great portion of the fugitives having mistaken 
Hieir way towards a bridge, and being obliged to 
stand at bay with their backs to the river, an active 
conflict took place, by which forty of the insur- 
gents were killed, besides a considerable number 
of the troopers. Middleton himself, though reputed 
an excellent soldier, was here somewhat hard press- 
ed by a brawny and zealous blacksmith, who en- 
tered into a personal combat with him, and soon 
contrived to give him a few wounds. He aftav 
wards confessed, that, if he had not had the good 
fortune to stab his anti^onist, at a moment when 
he WAS off his guard in the act of fetching too heavy 
a blow at him, he would have certainly been sleun. 
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Opposed as tlie Engagement was by a etroiig 
protoirting body, and by a minority of the cleigy» 
dedaimed affaimit on one hand as a union with the 
enemies of uie state, and <m liie other as a derelic- 
tion of the Covenant, and a snare for leading sonk 
to damnation, Aere can be little wander wat its 
leyies were much and fatally retarded. Tliem<mth 
of July had arrived ere yet ihe Duke had collect- 
ed fifteen thousand men out of the forty thousand 
voted in parliament. By that time, moreover, 
most of the co-operative insurrections of ihe £ng^ 
lish loyalists had been refMeased. The prospects 
of the sectaries, which had looked so gloomy in 
springs were again Imghtened ; and, in short, the 
opp<Htune moment for striking a blow in finvonr of 
distressed royalty was fturly past. 

With these inadequate fwoes, of whom not the 
fifth man could handle pike or musket,^ the doke 
was at length obliged, on the 12th of July, to be- 
gin his march. He was himself general, thou|^, 
it is said, much against his indination ; the Earl of 
Callander, a Scottish soldier of fortune, was lieu- 
tenant-general ; Middleton had the command of the 
horse. He entered England by the West B(»der; 
i< marching himself in the van of the army, with 
Ins trumpeters before him, all in scarlet doaks full 
of silver lace, and a life-guard of Scottish gentle- 
men, all very propw and well dothed, attending 
him with standards and equipage, exacUy like thone 
of a prince.''^ At his entrance into England, he 
was joined by three or four l^iousand loyalists un- 
der Sir Marmaduke Langdde ; but as there was 
an act of parliament forbidding any person to be re- 
ceived into the Scottish army who had not taken 
the Covenant, these forces were oUiged to nnrch 
qwte distinct, and to rsst in a separate camp. On 
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wipfnmtimg Carikk^ the keys wen bitMiglit out, 
and delivered to the didce. Soon affcer, at Ken* 
dal, in Westmofelandy he was reinforced by two 
thcnuand foot and one thousand horsey which Sir 
George Mnnro had hron^ over innn the Scottish 
army in Ireland, but idiOBi he thought pr^)er to 
leave at that place, for the porpose of bringing up 
the additional leiries whidi he expected immediate- 
ly to receive from his l«tither Lanark in Scot- 
land. 

The distracted and equivocal principles upon 
winch the whole Engagement was founded, proved 
of most fatal ^fect in the conduct of its army. So 
many religious parties as contributed to it, so manv 
differart modes of action required to be adopted. 
Of course, as it was impossible to submit its ccmu- 
ponent parts to any general recognised system of 
command, so was it impossible to concentrate its 
energies upon any given point. Every different 
commander, as he r qweaented a different political 
or religious party, assumed what he conceived an 
appropriate md^endence, and acted upon his own 
responi^ility. The different limbs of the army 
moved at preposterously wide intervals* Langdale, 
with his Catholic and £|Hscopalian horse, went at 
least twenty nnles, and som^imes even thirty and 
upwards, a-head of the Scottish loyalists and Pree- 
byterians. Behind them both lay Munro's Irish 
veterans, and from them again th^e extended a 
train of Scottish recruits all the way towards Edm- 
Imigfa. Langdale's bone, scattered over the coun- 
try in quest of forage, were intrusted with the 
duty of procuring intelligence of the ^lemy ; but 
so imperfect an understanding subsisted betwem 
$bem and the Duke ci HamOtoo, that he was ge- 
nerally igmqrant of toaasactiona of great imp<Hrtaaoe 
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«tbat ^rere taking pli|ce in iih unmecBate neig^iboitr^ 
hood. It really would hare required bat a small 
stretch of faith to see the probability of the pro* 
phecies of min, shame, captivity, and death, which 
the clei^ at home were now busy in denoondng 
against the troops of the Engagemoat. 

The duke was dissuaded from marching through 
Yorkshire, which was a friendly county, and pre* 
vailed upon to adopt the road by Lancashire, which 
was {tie reverse, on the approved military prindple 
t)f the time, that it was better to quarter upon a 
foe than a friend. This course, however, only 
brought him the sooner in contact with Cromwell,, 
who, though he had not above eight thousand men, 
.was now advancing upon him from Wales, where 
he had been busied in suppressing an insurrec- 
tion. 

At Preston, in Lancashire, on the 17th of Au<* 
gust, the two armies first came into action* Langr* 
dale, with Ins three thousand foot and about six 
hundred horse, having fallen a little in the rear of 
the Scottish army, was attacked that morning in 
the enclosures near Preston, by an army which he 
.supposed at first to be only a tumultuary force 
raised by the country people, but which he soor 
learned from the prisoners he took to be the iron 
and invincible squadrons of Cromwell. He main^ 
tuned his ground for a long time, with great reso- 
liAion, against the superior numbers of the ene^ 
my, expecting to be relieved by a reinforcement 
from the Duke of Hamilton, which he had sent 
for. But, the duke having marched on, under the 
impression that he was in no difficulty, till it was 
too late to dispatch the necessary assistance, and 
Langdale's ammunition becoming exhausted, he 
was at last obliged to M forward upon Uie Scotr 
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tbh host in fall and diBorderiy retreat.' When \A9i 
grace was thas apprised of the real state of iJie^ 
ease, he endeayonred, with the few who happened' 
to foe around his person, to heat hack the pnrsuers/ 
and, protect the rear of his own forces ; and he was^ 
successful in doing so three sereTal times ; hut he* 
was at last ohHged to retire in some disorder, lea- 
irxQg the reputation of a yictory to Cromwell, who 
had gained the farther advantage of separating him 
Irom Scotland, and fnmi some yalnable portions of 
his far-extending army. 

In a n^t retreat which his grace now perform- 
ed, he found, on arrivmg at Wigan next morning," 
that he had lost half of his men hy desertion, and 
the whole of his ammunition, except what the sol- 
diers carried in their flasks. A sort of despair then: 
took possession of the army, arising partly from* 
their misfortune of the preceding day, partly from, 
the distracted councils of their ofBicers, and per-' 
haps most of all from tl^ weather, which was such 
aa to.have rendered every hrook a sea, and laid the 
roads knee-deep in mud. Another day of retreat^' 
during which, they were closely pursued hy the 
enemy, brought them to Warrington Bridge, wherei 
the foot, being found totally unable to proceed far-, 
ther, end at the same time unable to fight, from' 
their powder being wet, were left, to the nimiber 
of ten diousand, tmder Baillie, to capitulate ; while 
Hamilton and the remaining horse pursued their 
desperate march towards Stone, and finally to Ut- 
toxeter. ' The foot were admitted to quarter by 
their pursuers, but were afterwards, it is said, sold 
as slaves to the Plantations at two shillii^ a- 
head.'' 

Cromwell left the army at this pointy and went 
north to attack Munro ; the duty of pursuing Ha-* 
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miitoii wsa co mni i it ed to Lambert. Tlie cMef oi 
the Ei^agement had still three thousand horse in 
hn trail!) and entertained hopes of getdng into 
Wales, wbeate he did not doi^ to be sJ>le to fbmt 
an advantageous coalition with some of the Cam- 
brian loyaHsts. But the rear of his host bemg^ 
OTertidcen by the jnmaaca^ and an engag^nent^^UH 
ving tskea place, in Tduch his troops were nnsiio 
oes^fnl, and Middleton was taken piisonar; he 
was shut np in the Iktle t«wn of Uttozeter, and 
reduced to the altematiye of either jilting Ins way 
out, or remainiiig to ciqiitiilate. Tne tindiMty of 
his chanuster induced him to prefer ^e latter 
com*8e ; botb Langdaie and Callander having in 
the meamame deserted him, as certain of b^ng 
d!>le to obtldn no terms for themselves. He sur- 
rendered himself and all vrbo remained with him 
aa <^ prisoners of war." << Such," says Laing» 
*^ was the event of the first expedition from Scot- 
land, midertaken for the purpose of restoring the 
line of its ancient monarchs, the ill-^foted Stuarts, 
to the throne of England." 

But, even after die defeat of Hamilton, some 
hopes were still entertained by his party in Scot- 
land, and especially by his brother Lanark, to re- 
trieve matters by a second levy and the assntance 
of Sir George Munro. For uus purpose Lanark 
took advantage of a trivial insurrection in Ayr- 
shire to procure a vote from the Committee of 
Estates for raising the fencible men of the coun- 
try ; and, when it was debated whether he or the 
Earl Marischal should be put at thek head, such 
was lus eagerness to obtain the command, that he 
condescended to the indecent and extraordinary 
expedient of voting for himself. When a consi- 
derable band had been raised, instead of marching 
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ta subdue the we$% ceun^ inniigeiitB, he ad^ 
vanced towards Benvick to meet Sir George 
Munro, who had now got thither in retreat fron^ 
CromwelL This motion on his part had the un-, 
expected and fatal effect of encouraging the south-^ 
western provincials to rise en masse, end i^vanc^ 
to Edinburgh, where it was found they amounted 
to six thousand^ 

Before Lanark cpuld return with Monro, thQ 
fanatic party had risen fmd put themselyes at the 
Jiead of this tumidtuary force, which ihey rendere4 
much more respectable than it otherwise could 
liare been by procuring Leslie to command it, and 
which was in daily expectation of reinforcem«itS| 
irom Argyle in the Highlands, and the Earl of 
Cassillis in Galloway. Munro, with the unhesi-r 
tating decision of a professed soldier, counselled 
Lanark and the members of the loyal committer 
who accompanied him, to attack the Whigamores^ 
JSA they were called, in the capital, ere they should 
.gain farther strei^h ; but, out of a tenderness to 
save the effusion ^f blood, Lanark resolyed rathef 
*tp march to Stirling, and there attempt to draw a 
.loyal army from the Highlands. 

Accordingly, avoiding Edinburgh, the loyalisti^ 
4>n the 11th c^ September, arrived at Linlithgow, 
where a large party of westland recruits, on their 
way to the capital, being surprised by the sudden 
.advance of an enemy, << left their suppers at the 
fire," as an old historian expresses it, << to be de? 
voured by the new comers." Next day the Mar- 
^quis of Argyle, totally ignorant of the near ap^ 
preach of the loyalists, took possession of Stirling 
,and its bridge, witb about six hundred foot and one 
Jinndred horse, intending immediately to proceed 
eastward to join his fellow-patriots at EdinbuTjglif 
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To his infinite flnrprise, intelligence was soon afiter 
brought to him, as he was quietly sitting clown to 
dinner in the house of the Earl of Mar, that an 
orerpowering force was at the verjr gates, and was 
already beginning to cat off parties which he had 
planted to guard the outskirts of t)ie town. Im*- 
mediately throwing himself upon his horse, the tm- 
fortonate marquis, to whom fortune seemed deter- 
mined for ever to deny a fair opportunity of sho^^- 
ing his manhood, rushed out of the town, crossed 
oyer the bridge, and, making for the country be- 
yond, left his men to guard the pass behind him, 
apparently uncaring for their lives, provided only 
that one which was so valuable to the state as his 
own should be saved. His clansmen, with a ge- 
nerous devotion to his service of which he was al- 
together unworthy, maintained their post for a 
considerable time against the troops of Munro; 
but were at length driven away, and either killed 
or drowned in the river. His lordship gained the 
North Queensferry in safety, and from thence pro- 
ceeded to Edinbin^ without attendance. 

Lanark immediately- set up his Committee of 
Estates at Stiriing, and took measures for the in- 
crease of his army. But the Whigamores speedily 
disturbed him by advancing, with Leslie at their 
head, to Falkirk. Munro, with whom alone lay 
the merit of having surprised Argyle, proposed 
instantly to attack that great crude body, which he 
entertained no doubt of cutting to pieces. But La- 
nark, probably remembering the evil reputation 
which Montrose had got by his victories, conld 
not be brought to consent to so decisive a mea- 
sure. Seeing at the same time the impossibility 
of maintaining a party otherwise, he resolved to 
enter into terms with the enemy for the dissolu- 
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ikm of his army. Much agamst Manre's will, h^ 
ratified a treaty with them in the course of a few 
days, whereby it was agreed that both armies 
should be disbanded before the 29th of October, 
and that all civil and ecclesiastical matters pend* 
ing betwixt them should be referred to the next 
meetinff of the Parliamoit and General Assembly.* 
The whole fobric of anomalous loyalty which the 
Hamiltons, as a last effort for the king, had reared 
mnong the Scottish Corenniters, was thus finally 
dissolved, and the power of goTemmait once more 
reverted to the uncompromiraig Presbyterians who 
had formerly enjoyed it. 

Argyle, as a matter of course, planted himself 
in the seat of government at Edmburgh, settmg 
up a Committee of Parliamoit, composed of his 
own friends, as the ostensible organ. Oliver Crom« 
well soon liier paid him a visit at Edinburgh, as- 
sisted him in the settlement of the kingdom, and^ 
it is further affirmed by the Cavidier historians, 
procured his consent to the great measure which 
the Independent party had now resolved on— -the 
execution of the king. 

For the condliation of the Covenanters during 
the ascendency of the Engagement, the Inde- 
pendents had re-admitted various of the expelled 
members to the House of Commons, and had 
^ven themselves altogether a considerable tinge 
of Presbyteriamsm. Having now, however, com- 
pletely triumphed over that dangerous enemy, they 
all at once resumed their sectarian and republican 
complexion. In order to reduce the parliament 
to their will, they sent a colonel of the name of 
Pride to exclude from it by military violence all 
such members as, from any cause, were favourable 
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to the king. When a hundred and forty ineniben< s 
had been thus expelled, they erected, by vote of 
the pretended parliament which remained, a <^ High . 
Court of Justice," as they gravely termed it, for ; 
the trial of the king. His majesty, who had pre- ; 
viously been secured in Hurst Castle in Hamp- 
shire, was brought before this tribimal, (January 
19, 164i9,) and, after a mock trial, which lasted 
several days, condemned to lose his head on the 
scaffold. Chi the 30th of January this sentence ; 
was executed. 

The death of Charles was followed soon after 
by that of the Duke of Hamilton md of some \ 
other persons, who, like his grace, had exposed 
themselves to the vengeance of the dominant party^ ^ 
Soon after his surrender at Uttoxeter, the duke, 
had been put into strict confinement at Windsor^ ^ 
deprived, like his royal master, of all the external 
Ttforka of respect due - to his rank. One evening, , 
as he presumed to. walk beyond the limits which 
were allowed him, a sergeant came up, and in-, 
splently commanded him into his cell ; on which ; 
occasion the duke could not help remarking, with , 
bitter feeling, that one who had a month before 
commanded a large army, was now at the mercy 
of a single mean soldier^ Nine days before the 
royal execution, his grace procured permission to 
s^proach his majesty as he was conveyed through 
one of the courts of Windsor Castle to his trial. ; 
He threw himself at Charles's feet, his eyes were 
suffused with tears, and he could only exclidm, in. 
an agony of i^ingled grief and affection, " My, 
dear master T Charles, overpowered at the sight, 
of a man who had done and suffered so much for. 
him, wept also, but had only time to answer, witU^ 
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bitter florrow, << I have indeed been a dear master 
to yoQ," when his guards hurried him away. They 
nerer saw each oUier again. The Duke of Ha- 
milton, in direct violation of his treaty of snrren^ 
der; was executed on the 9th of Marck 
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CHAPTER IX. 



CHARACTER OF AR6YLE S GOVERNMENT. 



- In one consort there sate. 



Cruel Revenge and rancorous Despite* 
Disloyal Treason and heart-burning Hate. 

Speiissr. 



The Scottish nation in general received intelli- 
gence of the death of the kmg with much surprise^ 
and with sincere regret. In all their exertions for 
the estahlishment and props^tion of their religion, 
incompatible as they might have seen that religion 
to be with the existence of the king, they had ne- 
ver entertained any idea of violating his person ; 
on the contrary, they had sacramented themselves, 
by both their Covenants, to honour and preserve it 
with all their hearts and strength. Neither the 
republicanism of their creed, nor the wars they had 
carried on against the king, had ever made them 
in the least degree anti-monarchical. They cherish- 
ed for their sovereign a feeling of abstract loyalty 
even more devout than common, foimded perhaps 
partly on the recollection that he was their native 
prince, and partly on an idea then popularly enter- 
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• tained, that his family had governed the kingdom 

- for two thousand years. Sharing as they did in 
the favomite theory of the times, that to destroy 

• the king was to insult the deity who had anointed 
him, and detesting the impious party who had 

» done the deed, they could not help contemplating 
' it with great horror ; a feeling which was addi- 
' tionally embittered by the reflection that they had 
' been instrumental in his fate, in so far as they had, 
to use the expression of Salmasius,^ bound him for 
i the slaughter which the Independents adminis- 
tered. 

The Marquis of Argyle, whose name may now 
»be given as representing the government of the 
r country, and who had formed a scheme for conti- 
'nuing to govern it, in which kings had no part, 
^ was not well pleased to observe this show of feel- 
' ing among the people; but he was nevertheless 
' obliged to humour it, in the first place by protest- 

• ing against the execution of Charles, and then by 
t causing his son to be proclaimed his successor. 

- While the king's trial was yet pending, he had sent 

• three conmiissioners to London, to represent to the 
' English parlixunent the interest which the Scottish 

Estates possessed, in common with themselves, in 
« the person bf the king, and to utter a protest, in. 

• the name of the body which they represented, 
i against the extinction with which the English par- 
« liament threatened at once the king's life and the 
' government of his family. These commissioners 
' performed their duty ; but the Independents only 

replied by inviting the Scots to join with them- 
'. selves in erecting Great Britain and Ireland into a 

• federal republic. It was in vain* that the Scots 

• complained of the violence which the king's judges 
.were offering ta the Covenant '^ ^at reverend do- 

4' 
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cumadt had reoendy been likeoed by an Independ- 
ent, in open parMament, to an out-dited akuMiaclu 
When the commissionerB aaw their remonstraneea 
treated with neglect, they prepared to execute llie 
ranamda: of &eir instmetions, which directed 
them to sail directly from London to Holland, and 
th«:e enter into terms with Prince Charles for his 
restoration, or at least for his admission to the go- 
vernment of Scotland. But they were seized as 
they were attempting to set sail, by a troop of 
Cromwell's horse, conducted to the Borders^ooid 
there ignominiouisly dismissed.^ 

The Scottish Covenanters thus found — ^aftcir all 
their endeavours to procure the establishment of 
Presbytery in England, after, for that purpose, 
they had spent much blood, and treasure, and ho- 
nour, contributed to the murder of their king, and 
revolutionized thdr own goverqment — ^that they 
wa*e much farther from their object than they had 
be^i at the commencement of the undertaking ; a 
power being now dominant in England, whidi, 
though willing to tolerate them, was far more ad- 
verse to their views than ever tJie king had been. 
Every thing considered, it was natural under the 
circumstances, that they should look to the young 
exiled king as more likely to promote their en£ 
than the Independents, and that they should, there- 
fore, have entered into a negotiation with him, with 
the view of restoring at once him and thanselves. 

Had this been done in a generous spirit, had the 
Scottish nation endeavoured with heart and hand 
to rescue the reins of government from the bloody 
faction which had so unjustifiably assumed them, 
and put them once more into the hands of the le- 
gitimate monardi, the eye of history might have 
brightened at rec«(iding conduct so courageous, 
7 
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«im1 80 patriotic* Unfortunately, howev<er willing 
the nation at large was to attempt such an enter- 
prise, it was prevented from putting its good 
wishes into execution, hy the monstrous tyranny 
which, under the mask of religion, was now op- 
pressing it. 

So entirely had religion now possessed the na- 
tion, that no public measure was honoured with 
the least share of attention or respect, imless it 
had something sacred for its object; while it 
was possible, by pretending to have that object in 
view, to practise the grossest and most palpable 
deceptions upon the people. The reader has al- 
ready seen something of the progress of this na- 
tional disease. He has seen, in the period which 
preceded these civil wars, a strong prejudice in fa- 
vour of the Presbyterian chnrch, accompanied by 
much zealous piety. Next, he has seen that pre- 
judice and that piety exaggerated to an immense 
degree by the attempt whidi Charles made to con« 
vert the national church to Episcopacy. Then he 
has seen them, influenced by a triumph in the strug- 
gle with their sovereign, enter into a sort of crusade 
for the purpose of extending their favourite religion 
to a neighbouring people. • He is now to observe the 
nationd mind, thus held engaged upon one exclu- 
sive topic for so many years, excited at last to such 
a degree regarding it, as, like certain men of science 
too long devoted to one object of research, to be- 
come perfectly insane. ■ 

Never was any country reduced by conquest dr 
despotism, by plague or famine, to a condition 
more truly deplorable than Scotland was by its 
religious enthusiasm. It might be said, that, for 
the sake of acquiring what ^ey esteemed a pros- 
pect of ^ bUss in the world beyond the grave, the 

VOL. II. s 
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people bad abfiolutely renounced every means •£ 
rational enjoyment in the present state of exist- 
ence. By their straggles for religious freedoin, 
they had reduced themsdves to a condition of dril 
thraldom ; hy their efforts to purify their faiths they 
had hecome worse than the most superstitions as- 
cetics^ Half of their lives were spent in severe 
religious exercises ; their minds were tortured with 
horrid antidpations and misgivings regarding fu- 
turity; their worldly property was impaired by 
inordinate taxes ; their persons were liable to tl^ 
most unrelenting conscriptions. By the ecclesias- 
tical tyranny to which they had subjected them- 
selves, every natiual emotion of their hearts, how- 
ever innocent or agreeable, was repressed as dead- 
ly sin. Even those simple hous^iold pkasnes, 
Uiose happy little passages of family affection, 
which constitute so large a portion of the real joy 
of life, were proscribed by uiis cruel system ; and 
domestic existence was now a howling wilderness 
-r-a world without a flower.^ 

The simple naked cause of all this was, that the 
people, for want of commerce and other salutary 
objects of enthusiasm, had devoted their attention 
too exclusively to religion, and removed it from tlwt 
proper and becoming place which it ought ever to 
hold in the mind, to one where it was the sole and 
engrossing object of their thoughts. There was still 
a rational dass in the country, but it was for the 
present too small to check or keep in balance this 
monstrous faction of maniacs. The great mass of 
both the common pem)le and of the middle ranks, 
were possessed with the enthusiasm ; consequent- 
ly, in a period of anarchy such as this, their repre- 
sentatives, the clergy and the commissioners of par- 
liament^ became possessed of the whole power of 
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tlie state* In other words^ govenunent 1>ec&me ft 
committee of persoBS appointed by the people to 
attend to the interests of religion. This commit- 
tee may be said to hare been composed partly of 
clerical, and partly of secolar persons, namely, of 
the General Assembly^ and the parliament, or of 
llieir respective committees. When the circle tvas 
a little narrowed, it was found that abont half-a» 
dozen clergymen, and as many members of parlia- 
ment, or state-officers, possessing a sway over the 
rest, founded either in talent or superior pretensions 
to sanctity, exercised all the functions of govetn^ 
ment. When the circle was still farther narrowed, 
the Marquis of Argyle, the minion of the churchy 
and at the same thne its lord-primate, was found 
in the centre, like the horrid divinity of some pagan 
labyrinth, apparently inert and insensate, yet difS 
tafting the destmi^ of thouianda by its sHgfatest 
movements;^ 

The reader has ah*eady seen how dnsnoUemaii 
re-established himself in his government, after the 
temporary ascendency of the Engagers or moderate 
loyidists. It will now be necessary to advert to 
the methods which he took for fiiang himself in 
his place of autlunity. The first of his proceed>- 
ings was one which had for its object that import* 
ant matter, the proscription of ins enemies. By 
an act whidi he caused to be passed through par- 
liament, the wbtrle of the Engi^ers, from the noble- 
men ixdio had acted as ddef councillors and generals, 
down to the individuals who had merely promoted 
the levies, were declared infamous, and incapable 
of ever after serving the state.^ Another of his 
«< doings," as Father Hay terms them, was one 
which tended to ingratiate him more than evei 
with the clergy : he abolished patronage^ and rai- 
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sed llkeir stipends. By a third measure, he rid hini' r 
self of a riyal, the last and most dangerous that 
now remained to disturb the enjoyment of his ill- 
gotten power. This was the Marquis of Hnntly, 
who, on the 22d of March, was beheaded at the < 
Cross of Edinbni^ 

. On the very day of Hnntly's execution, the 
Scottish parlisunen^ or rather the Marquis of 
Argyle^ dispatched a body of commissioners from 
the Frith of Forth to Holland, there to lay before 
Charles the Second the terms upon which he - 
might be admitted to the sovereignty of his north- 
ern kingdom. Argyle, who was forced to this . 
measure, as to the proclamation of the king, pure- r 
ly by the popular feeling of loyalty, had purposely 
made these terms very hard, that the young mo- 
narch might reject them ; at the same time, they ap-' 
peared so essential to the existence of religion, 
that the people could not complain of them as be- ^ 
ing unreasonable. They required Charles, in the 
first place, to sign both Covenants, and thereby to : 
e^ablish die Fkiesbyterian religion in Scotland, and 
endeavour to extend it to England. In the second ' 
place, they required him to discard all his friends 
fr^m around his person, and deliver himself entire- 
ly up to the possession of the present members 
of government, who were avowedly his greatest ^ 
enemies. In the third place, ihey required him 
to submit himself, for the future, in all things civil, 
to the direction of Parliament, in all things eccle- 
siastical, to that of the General Assembly. The 
prospect whidbi they altogether held out to him 
was one of the most miserable description; a king 
to appearance, but in reality a puppet and a slave. 
The benefits which they promised to him, might r 
have been of some account with a person who had^ 
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no pretensions to the kingly office, or who would 
have heen content, in the language of children, to 
eat good meat and wear a crown. But to a per- 
son with the rights of this young prince, and who 
had yet friends that promised to restore him on 
better terms, they appeared revolting and con- 
temptible in the extreme. 

€>ne party in Charles's little exiled court viewed 
the terms as he himself did, including his English 
counsellors, the Marquis of Montrose, and othm 
loyalists of the more sanguine complexion. But 
ihm was another party which strongly advised 
Imn to close with them, as at least offering him an 
opportunity of taking one step towards his restora- 
tion. This party comprehended, besides the Duke 
of Buckingham, the proscribed lords of the En- 
gagement, Lauderdale, Callander, and Lanark, (the 
last by the death of his brother, now Duke of 
Hamilton,) all of whom, although themselves pre- 
cluded for ever from office by th^ very terms of 
the treaty, recommended his majesty's retunit 
either upon the disinterested and patriotic prindple, 
that they conceived it would be conducive both to 
his own good and that of the country, or because 
they were anxious by that means to get back to 
then: estates. In opposition to such moderate 
counsels, Montrose offered to invade Scotland with 
what forces could be gathered on the Continent, to 
raise all the royalists in the country, and, dashing . 
forward upon the rebel government, endeavour, 
by one decisive action, to re-establish King Charles 
in all his native authority, and deliver his enemies 
bound into his hands. 

Charles adopted a line of conduct very natural 
under his circumstances ; ha resolved to make a 
secret trial of what Montrose and the othar 
s2 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



aiO. / CHARACTER^ &C. 

tkorough-paced loyalists could do for him, vcadf 
only as a dernier resorty to accept the terms of the . 
Scottish Freshyterians. Such conduct hrought^ 
him into the risk of offending the Freshyteriansy 
against whom the loyalists were of course to bend 
their, whol^ force; hut the prospect held out to 
him of procuring an unconditional restoration was ; 
80 much more tempting than the offers of the Co- 
yenanters, and there was in reality so strong a- 
chance of its being realized, that he scarcely hesi- . 
tated to decide. He, indeed, seems to have rather , 
considered his treaty with the Covenanters aa an . 
interruption of Montrose's scheme of conquest, 
which had been previously projected, than Moiv* , 
troee's scheme an interlude in the treaty,'' 
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CHAPTER X. 



MONTROSE S SECOND CAMPAIGN. 

At Alexander I will reign. 

And I will reign alone { 
My thoughts did evermore disdain 

A rival on my throne. 
He either fears his £Ate too mnch^ 

Or his deserts are small. 
Who dares not put it to tlie toueb* « 

To gain or lose it aU. 

MAJkOUIS OF MoiTTKon.^ 

After departmg from the kingdom, (Septem^ 
b^ 1646,) in obedience to the commands of 
Charles the First, Montrose proceeded with his re- 
tinue to r^aris, where he endeavoured to procure 
the counteiiance of Queen Henrietta Maria, and 
to instigate various expeditions to Britain in favour 
of his distressed sovweign. He there became ac- 
quainted with the celebrated Cardinal de Retz; 
and that penetrating judge describes him in his 
^femoirs, as one of those heroes, of whom there 
are no longer any remains in the world, and who 
are only to be met with in Plutarch.^ Unfortu- 
nately for his hopes, although his late achievements 
in Scotland (embodied in an elegant Latin narra- 
tive by his chaplain Wishart) procured for hi? 
name the notice and respect of all Europe,^ it was 
Aot judged expedient by either Charles or his con- 
sort to einploy him again in the assertion of the 
royal ca\ise, on account of the invincible antipathy 
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in which he was held hy all classes of his countiy- 
men, except the ultra cavaliers. When he at 
length found that his services could not he ac- 
cepted hy his native monarch, he travelled to Ger- 
many, and offered them to the emperor, who im- 
mediately honoured him with the rank of mares- 
chidf and commissioned him to ndse a regiment, 
the command of which he stipulated that he should 
be permitted to resign, in the event of his being 
called once more to Britain. 

He was busied in the levy of his re^ment in the 
Low Countries, when he first learned the news of 
the king's death. On this intelligence being com- 
municated to him, he was strudk with such vio- 
lent grief, that, if we are to believe his biographer, 
Wishart, who was present on the occasion, he faint- 
ed on the spot. On recovering, he vowed to de- 
vote himself exclusively to revengiB the murder of 
his beloved master ; and, to give solemnity to his 
vow, and at the same time expression to ma grief, 
he retired to a private chamber, where he spent 
two days, without permitting a living being to see 
or speak to him. He feurther manifested the 
steadfastness of his resolution, by composing the 
following stanza, which, characterised as it is by 
the conceits peculiar to his age, may nevertheless 
be allowed to express, in wonderfully few words, 
a great deal of emphatic sentiment :— 

Great, good, and just ! could I but rate 

My griefs to thy too rigid fate, 

I*d weep the world to such a strain 

As it should deluge once again : 
But, since thy loud-tongued blood demands supplies 
More from Briareus* hands than Argus* eyes, 
1*11 sing thy obsequies with trumpet sounds, 
And write thy epitaph with blood and wonads.^ 

With his mind in this strain, it may be conceived 
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with what delight he received, soon after, a mes-^ 
9age from the young king, requesting his attend-, 
ance at the Hagae, for ihe purpose of projecting; 
a descent upon Scotland. Immediately abandon- 
ing his engagement with the emperor, he speeded 
thither, and was received with open arms by the 
king. An expedition being then projected, and, 
he having been invested by his majesty with the 
rank of Lieutenant-governor of Scotland, and com-* 
mander-in-chief of all the royal forces there, he 
lost no time in setting about his preparations. He 
undertook a tour tbrough some of the northern' 
states of Europe, under the character of ambassa-.- 
dor froni the King of Great Britain ; and so warmly 
^d he advocate the cause of distressed royalty to 
the sovereigns of those countries, ihat he received: 
a considerable sum of money from the King of 
Denmark, fifteen himdred stand of arms from the- 
Queen of Sweden, five large vessels- from the» 
Duke of Holstein, and about seven or eight hun-> 
dred men from the states of Holstein and Ham- 
burgh. Having selected the remote islands of 
Orkney as the safest point of rendezvous and at-, 
tack, he dispatched a portion of his: forc^. thither 
so early as September 1649. 

The enterprise upon idiich he thus keenly en- 
tered was hoth an arduous and a danga'ous one ; 
^e country being now so thoroughly subdued by 
the Argyle faction, and he himself being so cer- 
tain of personal destruction in case of a miscar- 
riage. Yet there were many circumstances to coim- 
tenance it. The ultra cavaliers, upon whom he 
depended for the means of making up an army, 
were now perhaps more num^ous, and more 
anxious for action, than they had ever been be-' 
fore; the very strength of the Presbyterian go-i 
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veramenty by its <^»f»e»mns and proseriptions, 
having inflamed ibem with ihe spirit of F^>eHion ; 
and it being now a g^ieral sentiment amongst 
them, that the force <^ arms, and the imconditional 
restoration of the king, (whidi w»s Montrose's 
olject,) could alone repla^ them in the pivileges 
and posseseions from which they had been ex- 
pelled by that upstart faction. Of the prevalence 
of this spirit Montrose had many assmrances in the 
private correspondence which he kept up with the 
cavalier nobles and gaitry ; but the matter was 
put beyond a qnesti(m in the spring of 1649, by 
the actual occurrraice of an insmrection in the 
north of Scotland* Under the Honourable Thomas 
Mackenzie of Pluscardine, brodier of the Earl t^ 
Seaforth, a laige body of the northern ckms and 
Moray Lowlanders smed upon the garrison of In- 
vwness, advanced beyond the Spey, and threatmi- 
ed to foil down into the Lowlands* They w^re' 
only suppressed by a vigorous and sinrited charge 
which was made up<m them by some troops of 
Cov^ranting horse, at a moment of femcied se- 
curity. 

It was anoUier encouraging drcamstance, iJiat, 
in Ireland, on account of ^ successes of the 
Marquis of Ormond, in behalf of the royal cause, 
there seemed some probabUity of a body of auxi- 
liaries being sent over from that country to Scot- 
land, for co-operation with Montrose. The Eng- 
lish loyalists, moreover, were generally disposed 
to contribute their countenance and assistttice, 
from a disgust at the treaty which Charles was 
forming widi the hated Presbyterians, and from a 
omviction, that only such uncompromising and 
bold measisres as this daring adventurer was Hke- 
ly to take, cpuld now do any good. 
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If any £srther aiorarag^ment had been wanting 
to locliioe the Gre«t Man)in8 toondertd&e thk des- 
p^:ate enterprise, it would have been supplied bv 
snpetBtition and by enthusiasm. With a weakness 
common to all ms contemp(»wes^ cavalier and 
roundhead, he was possessed by a belief in some 
idle nursery proi^ieey, which foretold that he 
(diould retrieve the fortunes of his king, and be- 
ccmie in consequence the greatest subject in the 
empire. On the other hand, his ail^iusiastic love 
of gl<Hry, whidi rendered him ever intolerant f»f 
all cold and hesiltttkig measures, caused him even 
to pefer an expedition of this sort, idiicb, though 
dangerous, was one entirely of his own suggestion, 
tmd comj^etely und^ his own management, which 
pomised him triumph over his personal enemies 
and rivals, and which gave him the prospect of great 
perstmal aggrandisemi^t, and of establishing his 
name for ever on the glitteriDg rolls of fame. In 
all probability, he never p^mitted himself to ba- 
lance the hazard of th^ enterprise against its 
chance of success, but, gratified to his heart's de- 
sire with the prospect of once more resuming that 
path of glory winch he had been so reluctantly 
comp^ed to quit, wilfully blinded hunself to all 
advise considerations. The mood of mind in 
which he undertook the expedition, was in some 
measure indicated by the motto wHch he caused 
to be inscribed upon his own banner— .<< Nil me- 
dium."* 

The very doubts which men expressed regarding 
the success of his enterprise, peihaps only served 
to confirm a man of Montrose's temperament in his 
resolution to undertake it. To explain this, it must 
be mentioned that the scheme was entirely of his 
own creation: it was a thing peculiarly his oum, 
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^^ which sprung from the ardour of his own mind, and 

- which promised to himself exchisively the whoie 
' glory which might restdt from it. It was nnder- 
' taken, not only in direct hostility to the Argyle 

party, which was honoured with his intensest hate, 
' bnt against the wishes of the mod^te cavalier or 
' Hamilton party, the leaders of which (Hamilton, 

- Lauderdale, and Callander) cherished a violent an- 
' tipathy to him, had insulted him hy their negleet 

even in the king's court, and endearoured wi^ all 
their eloquence to dissuade Charles from sanction- 
ing his project. To a man like Montrose, conseious 
' as he must have heen of ahilities which none of his 
r contemporaries could appreciate, and who lliere- 
fore acted at all times as a sort of Ishmael, thei^ 
; must have been great incitement th the prospect of 
^ at length, by one prodigious stroke of glory, con- 
i vincing the sneerers, the cavillers, and the detnc- 
i tors — and that to their own dear cost — ^tihat he was, 
' in reaKty, what he had all along endeavoured in 
vain to prove himself, a being of a superior orda*. 
The very first movement he made towards his 
^ grand object, was attended by a misfortune of 
such evil omen, as, in l^e opinion of some of his 

• followers, ought to have caused him to desist al- 
together. He had made an arrangement with the 
Earl of Morton, by vdiich, in consideration that the ' 

• king should bestow upon his lordship a gift of the 
^ bishop's lands in Orkney, the forces calculated for 

the invasion of Scotland were to be allowed to ren- 
' dezvous and recruit in that remote archipelago. Of 
'twelve hundred soldiers, whom' he acoordingly 
' shipped off from Gottenburgh, in September 1649, 
. under the command of tl^ Earl of Kinnoul, no 

• fewer than a thousand perished by shipwreck on tbe 
.passage. , The. remaining, two himdred> among 
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whom were fortunately included the commander 
And aighty officers^ arrived at Kirkwall in Orkney, 
About the end of S^tember, bringing with them 
twelve pieces of brass ordnance. They were im- 
mediately joined by the Earl of Morton, and al- 
most all the gentry of the coimtry, who, by the way» 
wore extremely well affected to the royal cause ; 
and they were enabled to seize the important castle 
of Birsay, which held out against them* But an- 
other misfortune immediately befell the party. The 
£arl of Morton, conceiving himself entitled, as local 
superior, to command the native troops, proceeded 
4;o act in that capacity ; but, being resisted in his at- 
tempt by his nephew, the £arl of Kinnoul, who held 
a commission from Montrose to that effect, he was 
so chagrined at his disappointment, or else took the 
jdisobedi^ice of his kinsman so much to heart, that 
he soon after sickeited and died. Kinnoul himself 
bappened^to die i^nmediately after.. When Mon- 
trose, therefore, arrived with the remainder of his 
fcHTces, in March 1650, he found that less progress 
had been made than he expected in the business of 
raising and disciplining the islanders, upon whom 
he calculated for so much support. 

In the meantime Scotland was resounding from 
end to end with the denimciations of church and 
i^»te against << the wicked and excommunicate 
traitor, James Graham ;" (for by such an epithet 
had ihiey entitled the marquis ever since liis for- 
faulture and excommunication in 1644;) and every 
means was taken by the dominant party to inspire 
the people with horror for his person and hostility 
to his cause. A " Declaration," which he had 
caused to be circulated in the country for the ex- 
planation of his intentions, was, by order of the 
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Committee of Estates, burnt at the Cross of Edk- 
bm^h, by the hands of the common hangman: 
They also thoi^ht proper to answer it with a 
connter-declaration, in which they vindicated tiieir 
whole proceedings, from the conmiencement of the 
national troubles up to the present time, and dis- 
charged all, under the pain of high treason, from 
assisting or countenancing << that liperous brood of 
Satan,*' that <^ insolent braggart,'' that ** perjured 
and malicious man," << whom the Estates of FMia* 
ment long since declared traitor, the church de- 
livered into the hands of the devil, and whom the 
nation did ^nerally detest and aUior."^ A thou- 
sand pulpits were at the same time at woik through- 
out the coimtry, in the pious duty of slanderii^ ws 
vile outcast; and the most rigid measures were 
ev^ywfaere taken for preventii^ any indivMoal, 
even in llie circle of private life, from speakinga word 
in praise or in vindication of Idm. Bi the words of 
Nichol, a faithful diarist of die period, *^ none durst 
speak in favour of that nobleman for fear oi censure 
or punishment. That the truth of this may be 
cleio^d," he adds, << I thought fit to insert a pas- 
sage, which was this : There was ane honest man 
in Glasgow callit Johnne Bryson, who, being at 
the Mercat-crose of that city, and hearing a procla- 
mation there and a declaration against tiu^ noble 
earle, the Marquis of Montrose, wherein he was 
stylit traitor and excommunicat rebel, this honest 
man did crye out and callit him ane honest noble- 
man as was in this kingdom. The magistrates of 
that tonn, being informed of this speeche, were 
forcit to tak and apprehende him, and caniet him 
to Edinburgh, by ane guard of the tonne officeris, 
and presentit him to the Committee of Stait, than 
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Mittiul at EdinbisgL And he, hj their order, wm 
eMt into the Thieros Hoill, wherein he lay, in grate 
miserie, by the space of maney weeks."^ 

Their military prepjvations were conducted in a 
style equally vigorous. It was no sooner certain 
that Montrose h^d landed in Orkney, for the pur- 
pose of invading the northern extremity of the 
country, than they commanded David Leslie, their 
commander-in-chief, or, as Father Hay irreverent- 
ly terms him, << Aigyle's Postilion," to gather to- 
gether at Brediin all uiose parties of horse and foot» 
which, since the conclusion of the war, had been 
dispersed over the country, as an army of protec- 
tion* Before the muster was completed, Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Strachan, a sectarian officer, who had 
lately distinguished himself in their service by the 
suppression of what was called << Pluscardine's Re* 
beUion," was sent north with about two hundred 
and fifty horse, to countenance the levies which the 
Earl of Sutherland and other great whig chiefs were 
raising there, for the purpose of resisting Mon- 
trose*s march throu^ their territories. Leslie, with 
the foot, which amounted to about three thousand^ 
followed Strachan as quickly as possible, marching 
generally thirty Scottish mues a-day. 

It was about ^ beginning of March that Mon-^ 
trose himself landed in Orkney. He brou^t with 
him, iar the accomplishment of his arduous enter- 
prise, only five hundred foreign soldiers, who were 
chiefiy officered by his Scottish adherents. These^ 
added to the men formerly sent under the Earl of 
Kinnoul, gave him an army of no more than seven 
hundred disciplined men. It is true, he was able, 
by the assistance of the loyal gentlemen of the 
country, to raise and arm about eight hundred Or- 
cadians ; yet, when the unwarlike habits and per- 
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haps general disinclination of these allies were coa- 
sidered, and when his want of horse to protect them, 
was taken into account^ it was hard to say whether 
he was likely to he the better or the worse of their 
assistance. 

After a residence of three weeks in Orkney, du- 
ring which he exerted himself not only to increase 
tiie numbers, but also to improve the discipline, of 
his army, he embarked the whole of his forces, fif- 
teen hundred in gross number, at Holm Sound, the 
most part of them in fishing boats ; and he soon had 
the satisfaction of landing the whole in safety, on 
the extreme northern point of the mainland of Scot-, 
land, near the celebrated place called John o' 
Groat's House. The people of this hyperborean 
country, by reason of their remoteness from the 
seat of government and of war, had hitherto been< 
in a great measure exempt from the conscriptions, 
and also from the military ravages to which every: 
county south of Inverness had for some years been 
80 cruelly exposed ; and Montrose calculated se- 
eurely upon raising a large regiment in each of the 
ihree shires of Caithness, Sutherland, and Ross. 
Having, for this purpose, imfiirled a great banner 
which he had brought with him, on which was de- 
lineated the figure of the late king, with his head 
separated from his body, and the inscription 
'^ Judge and avenge my cause, oh Lord I" he be-, 
gan with his usual promptitude to collect and 
arm the natives. He at the same time proceeded, 
to impose oaths of allegiance upon the iidiabitants, 
and particularly upon the clergy, one of whom, 
upon his refusing to subscribe abend of loyalty, he 
sent in irons to fis ships.'' For the farther promo- 
tion of his levies, he divided his army into two part- 
ies, sending one forward towards the southern por- 
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tion of the county, mkdesr Sir John Hnriy, while 
he himself moved more sloidy with the owet. Yet 
amnsendeayourswereinagreatmearareyain. The 
people, alarmed to the last d^^ree at his proceed*- 
ings, and previoasly inspired with a salvtaiy horror 
for his cause hy theor ministers, fled everywhere he- 
fore him ; some to take refuge under the Earl of Sn* 
therland and increase the army for his opposition, 
VB^nle oihen did not stop their fliriit of tecror till 
they reached the gates of Edinhmr^, llnree hundred 
miles away. 

As it was an ohject of importance witib Mon** 
trose that he should keep the way open for a re- 
treat to Odkney, in case of the wor8t,4ie command'^ 
ed Sir John Hurry to secure, if possible, the strong 
castle of Dunbeath, near the south extremity of 
Caithness, which might serve for a guard to his 
path. The castle, being deserted by its master, 
was taken from the lady who possessed it without 
mudi difficulty, and a strong garrison was imme-* 
ctiately planted in it. At the same time, as there 
was some reason to apprehend that the Earl of 
Sutherland might dispute the bill of the Ord with 
him, by which an enlaance was alone to be procu« 
red from Caithness into Sutherland, he sent for- 
ward five hundred men to take possession of that 
famous and truly difficult pass ; which, fortunate- 
ly^ ^ey accomplished just as the earl was coming 
up to anticipate and prevent them. When he 
finally became aware of the difficulty of raising 
men in Caithness, he passed over the Ord into 
Sullierland, leaving his natural brother, Henry, 
with a party, at once to possess Dunbea^, and to 
send after him such recruits as he might succeed 
in raising. 

As he advanced into Sutherland, the earl reti- 
t2 
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red before him into Rosa, fearing his houses of 
Dunrobin, Shelbo, Skibo, and Dornoch, under 
strong garrisons, to protect his lands. Montrose 
passed by these houses without making any at- 
tempt upon them. As he traversed the country, 
he was mortified everywhere, as in Caithness, by 
seeing the inhabitants fly with terror and aversion 
before him. On the sixth day after he had entered 
Sutherland, he arrived, with an army decreased to 
twelve hundred men, at Stratheckle, a vale at the 
head of the Frith of Dornoch, where the county of 
Sutherland adjoins to that of Ross. .Encamping 
there, he resolved to wait for some days, that he 
might receive^ the promised assistance of the Eari 
of Seaforth and his brother Pluscardine, or at least 
hear something of their motions, before marching 
farther into the Low Country, where his little foot 
army would necessarily be more exposed, . and 
wh^ he would be more remote from his resour- 
ces in Caithness and Orkney. From this place, 
confident of his strength and of the distance of his 
enemies, he sent a message to the Earl of Suther- 
land, informing him, that, though he spared his 
lands for the present, he would, before long, cause 
his more loyal neighbours to visit them with the 
burning and spoliation which they merited on ac- 
count of his lordship's hostility to the royal causeu 
Alas> for his boastfal security I This very nobleman, 
by cutting off every means he had of getting infcur- 
mation from the south, and thereby preventing him 
from hearing of the approach of the enemy, was 
preparing for him a worse fate than that with 
which he himself was threatened.^ 

Colonel Strachan, who has been already men- 
tioned as hastening northward to countenance the 
Earl of Sutherland's levies, had advanced, without 
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Montrose being aware of it, to Tain, (twenty miles 
from the royal camp,) where, having been joined 
by his lordship, together with his vassals, and those 
of his friends, the Rosses and Monroes, to the 
amoimt of five or six hundred men, a council of 
war was held regarding their subsequent moticms. 
It was there determined, that, while the Earl of 
Sutherland should make a circuit round Montrose's 
camp, and get into Suth^land behind him, so as 
at once to protect his lands from the ravages of 
Henry Graham and the Dunbeath garrison, and be 
ready to prevent Montrose's escape northwards, 
Colonel Strachan should march directly against 
the enemy, with his four troops of. horse, and the 
Monroes and Rosses. What chiefly induced than 
to make this airangement was, that to delay till 
more, strength came up, would in all probability 
frighten the enemy away to a securer position in 
the hills than what they now occupied in the level 
country at Slratheckle, and that, in the meantime, 
for -want of good provender for their horse, ^y 
would after til be perhaps less able than now to 
make a vigorous attack. 

While ^e Earl of Sutherland, therefore, retired 
into his own country, to intercept Montrose's re- 
treat into Caithness, Strachan, at the head of two 
hundred and thirty horse, and a hundred and 
aeventy foot, moved deliberately along the south 
shore of the Frith of Dornoch, in the direction of 
Stratheckle. .It was Saturday, the 27th of April ; 
and these pious soldiert fcur a long time hesitated 
to advance, lest they should have found it neces- 
sary to fight on the sacred day which was to fol- 
low.® But they wwe soon determined in their 
original intention, by intelligence that Montrose had 
moved six miles neaier to them, so as to be with- 



er by Google 



224 kontrosb's second campaigk. 

in such a distance as would enable them to attack 
him that afternoon. When they had reached a 
place called Feam, where they were only tw6 
n(iiles from the enemy, they concealed themselves 
in a broomy muir, and sent out scouts to observe 
Mcmtrose's motions, and to calculate his strength. 
These persons rettuning with intelligence that 
Montrose had just sent out a party of observation 
consisting of forty horse, it was resolved that the 
whole should remain quiet in the broom, excepting 
only one troop of horse, which, being sent out fbr 
display before the enemy, might lead him to think 
that he had no more to contend with. This judi- 
cious scheme was attended with the desired suc- 
cess. Montrose, being informed that a single 
troop was incautiously advancing towards hun, 
took no pains to strengthen his position, but, 
merely placing the few horse he had a little in ad- 
vance, under the conunand of Sir John Hurry, de- 
liberately awaited tlieir approach on a piece of low 
ground, where he had halted, close by the mouth 
of the river Kyle. 

Strachan then marshalled his little party for the 
attack, dividing the whole into four parts; the 
first, consisting of a hundred picked horsemen, he 
commanded himself; the second, in number about 
eighty, he placed under the chai^ of Lieut^iant- 
Colonel Halket ; the third, amounting to forty^ was 
commanded by Capt^ Hutcheson ; and the fourth, 
in which all the foot were embodi^ was led by a 
quarter-master of the name of Shaw.^^ It was his 
design that, while he himself rode up with his 
party, so as to confirm the enemy at first in the 
notion that there were no more to oppose, the re- 
maining three parties should come up in quick 
succession, and all at once overwhelm him with 
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liie announcement, that he was^ on the confraiy^ 
surprised hy a large army* 

Previous to setting out upon the charge, Strach-^ 
an, according to the well-known custom of officers 
of his stamp, planted himself imder the standard^ 
in the midst of his men, and endeavoured to edify 
their resolution hy singing psalms, reading pas- 
sages of Scripture, and praying to the Almighty 
for success. He then cried to them, " Gentle^ 
men, yonder are your enemies, and diey are not 
only your enemies, hut they are the enemies of our 
Lord Jesus Christ ; I have heen dealing this last 
night with Almighty God, to know the event of 
the affair, and I have gotten it ; as sure as God is 
in Heaven, they are delivered into our hands, and 
there shall not a man of us fall to the ground.^^ 

The ruse which he had thus calculated for Mon- 
trose's destruction was completely successful. That 
unfortunate general no sooner ohserved the real 
strength of the advancing Preshyterians, than» 
^ilarmed to the last degree for the safety of his 
foot against so many horse, he ordered them to 
retire, with all possihle expedition, to a craggy and 
woody hill, which lay at no great distance hehind 
bis position. Had they succeeded in attaining th^ 
place he indicated, before Strachan came up, they 
would have no doubt been secure from the charge 
of the cavalry, and might have even contrived, by 
firing from biehind the rocks and trees, to put the 
enemy, charging, over such rough ground, to con- 
fusion, and perhiaps to flight. Unfortunately for 
them, Strachan made such haste, that, although the 
9scent of the hill was, in the words of Sir Robert 
Gordon, " verrie ill riding ground," he overtook 
the retiring loyalists before they could reach their 
place of refuge. As he, accordingly, made the 
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imaek at a momeat wkm^ both from their retro- 
grade moYement, and the depression of spirit occa^ 
sioned by retreat, they, were in the worst possible 
condition to meet it, he gained the victory ahnost 
St a stroke. The Dutch and other foreigners^ 
alone, with that instinct of duty which is generally 
shown by mercenaries, made any vigorous resist^ 
anoe. The rest ^Uspersed, and threw away their 
arms, without firing a shot.^' 

In this unhappy state of his affiiirs, Mcmtrose 
himself foii^t for some time with desperate but 
unavailing valour; till at length, his horse being 
shot under him, and his army to all appearance 
brt^cen beyond recovery, he was obliged to think 
of preserving his ovm life by tight. His noble 
young frimi^ Lord Frendraught, observing him ak 
that dreadful m<mient to be destitute of a norse to 
bear him off the field, generously yielded up his 
own, observing, that << it was little matter what be* 
came of himsetf, so long as his majesty's Ueutenant- 
geaenl was well."^ Montrose, thus mnounted, 
succeeded in getting clear of the wreck of the bat* 
tie, being accompanied in his flight by the Earl of 
Kinnoul, (brother to the late earl,) and by various 
other principal officers. 

Strachan's troopers, with the asmstance of the 
Monroes and Rosses, continued to chase and sky 
the fugitive loyalists for the space of t^o hours, 
the approach of night alone priBventing them at last 
from prose<ittting their dreadful task any farther. 
Ten of the best loyalist officers were kilkd, atong 
with several hundred common sddiers. Among 
the former was Menzies, yotmger of Pitfoddles, a 
brave young gentleman, who, being bearer of the 
standard on which were the drawing and inscrip- 
tion mentioned, refused every offer of quarter, and 
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was al last killed wMIe fighting fiercely in defence 
of his charge. Two hundred of the loyalists were 
drowned in crossing the riyer near mduch the hat- 
tie took place* Four hundred were taken prison- 
ers, including Sir John Hurry and other thirty of- 
ficers. Lord Frendranghty who had so generous- 
ly yidded his horse to Montrose, had two wounds, 
and was taken. As for the yictorious party, only 
two men were wounded, and one drowned. Stra- 
chan himself wa^ hit on the helly by a musket 
bidlet ; but it was prevented from hurting him by 
the dodble pUes of his buff-belt, upon which it 
alighted.^^ The principal standard of the enemy, 
together with all Montrose's papers, fell into the 
hands of the victors, who, before quitting the field 
of battle, rendered thanks to God for their suc- 
cess, l^ey soon after returned to Tain ; but the 
country people of Ross and Sutherland continued 
to harass and kill the broken loyalists for several 
days.^ So many of the Orkney levies were shdn, 
^t it was afternrards discovered that there was 
not a ikmily of gentry in that country whidi had 
not lost a son or a brother.^^ 
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CHAPTER XL 

Montrose's capture and execution. 



With toofft* and scorns, and t^tumdknu taunts. 
In open market-placs produced they me. 
To be a public spectacle. 

Heftryn. 



When the unf<H*tiinate general retired from the 
field where he had seen his hopes finally and for 
ever hlasted, he directed his route, either hy acci- 
dent or design, along the wild and uninhabited 
valley, at the mouth of which he had halted before 
the battle. At first he pursued his way on horse- 
back, accompanied by the friends who had got 
away with him ; but, tne grotmd becoming speedi- 
ly tmfit for his horse, and it being represented to 
him that he ran the less risk of capture by travel- 
ling without a retinue and in a humbler guise, he 
abandoned in succession his horse and his friends, 
threw away his cloak, star, and sword, exchanged 
clothes with a Highland rustic, and toiled along 
the valley on foot. The whole of that night, and 
of the next day, and of the next night again, he 
pursued his lonely and difficult path, his body ex- 
hausted by hunger and fatigue, and his mind m all 
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probability a prey to the most agonizing sensa- 
tions. When at length almost famished, <' he for- 
tuned/' says the author of the Sutherland Me- 
moirs, << to light in his miserie upon a small cot- 
tage in the wilderness, where he was supplied with 
some bread and milk." It must have been a 
strange sight to see the man who, two days before, 
seemed to have three kingdoms at his disposal, 
now reduced to implore the hospitality of the 
- meanest shed which these three kingdoms contain- 
ed. He was soon after, as he continued his flight, 
obliged by the extremity of hunger, to devour his 
gloves,^ 

His first wish or intention after the battle, seems 
to have been to get north to Caithness, where he 
had still a party, and from whence, if no hope re- 
mained of renewing the war, he coidd easily get 
over to Orkney, or to the Continent. Unfortunate- 
ly, his want of acquaintance with the country, and 
the real difficulties of travelling at all through such 
a mountainous region, prevented him from attain- 
ing his object. He. could only wander wildly on, 
in famine and despair, amongst the immense hills 
which encumber liie west of Sutherland, ignorant 
of almost every local circimistance, except that he 
believed himself to be leaving his enemies behind 
liim. 

Even in this satisfactory notion he was fatally 
disappointed. His enemies, apprised of the direc- 
tion he had taken, by finding, in succession, his 
cloak, his sword, and his horse, and conjecturing 
that he might get into the country of Assynt, the 
western extremity of Sutherland, dispatched infor- 
mation to that effect, to Neil Macleod, the pro- 
Jrietor of the district, with a strict injunction that 
e should apprehend whatever stranger of a 8U9r 
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pidotts appeaiance came within his boirndsyand 
promising nira a splendid reward in case he should 
seize << Janes Graham.*' The Laird of Assynt, 
vi^ had formally served mider Montrose, and -who 
is even said to luive been on foot with his vassals 
to jcnn him in his present expedition, made no 
scruple to torn his attention to the duty ^<nned 
upon him, but dispatched everywhere, in search of 
that *^ excommunicated traitor,'* parties of the very 
men whom he had just before designed for his ser- 
vice. 

By one of diene partly the unfortunate Mon- 
trose was discovered, along with an Orkney officer 
of the name of Sinclair, and both were immediate- 
ly iHTought before the laird. When Montrose met 
lus former Mend, he thought there would be little 
difficulty in prevailing upon him to act as his 
guide to Orkney ; but he soon found what a change 
his reverse of fortune had produced upon the mind 
of his captor. Neither pity for his condition, nor 
'< great offisrs," (probably of preferment,) which 
Montrose made to him, had the least effect upon 
this hard-hearted man.^ When the 'unhappy cap- 
tive found him perfectly inexorable, he intreated 
that, by causing his men to dispatch him where iie 
stood, he would save him fix>m the ignominious 
death which Ins enemies were sure to inffict upon 
him.^ But this favour was also denied ; and As- 
synt immediately sent off intelligence of his cap- 
ture to Greneral Leslie, who soon after sent a party 
under Major-Greneral Holbum to conduct hiun to 
head-quarters.^ 

** Whatever indignities," to use the words of 
Laing, << the bitterness of party rage or religions 
hatred could suggest, were now accumulated upon 
a fallen illusUious enemy, formerly terrible and 
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Still detested.** Under the charge of Stnu^han and 
Halket, who had acquired tiie chief renown by 
the late Tictory, he was conducted through the 
north, in the same mean habit in which ht had 
been detected ; Leslie and Holbnm being left be- 
hind to complete the reduction of his followers in 
Caithness and Orkney^ which they rery easily ac- 
complished. 

Tne Argyle gOTemment at Edinburgh, on learn- 
ing the news of Montrose's defeat, had felt such a 
transport of joy as to decree Stradian a present of 
a thousand pounds sterling, together with a gold 
chain, calculated by its length to reach from his 
neck << to his boot>head," and at the dasp of which 
there was a costly diamond.^ But when ihey re- 
c^red intelHgmice that the hero's person was in 
their power, they could only express their satis- 
iieu^tion by ordering a public fast and thanksgiring 
to be observed over all Scotiand.® Having issued 
orders for his immeduite rnnoval to Edinburgh, 
ihey forthwith bestirred themselves in sntidpalion 
of his arrival, to settle among themselves the man- 
ner of his punishment. A committee of parlia- 
ment was appointed, consisting of his knovm ene- 
mies, to advise the Estates upon this subject. They, 
tifter deliberating a very short time, gave in their 
opinion in writing, to the effect ^at, on his arrival, 
he should be, without further ceremony, sentenced 
to the ignominious death wh^ch his numerous trea- 
sons deserved. 

Montrose, during his melancholy journey to 
Edinburgh, did not suffer his mind to be distinbed 
either by the personal indignities to which he was 
already subiected, or by the prospect of death and 
torture which lay in all its horrors before him. 
Knowing the worst which could befall him, and 



d by Google 



832 MONTI^OS^'S CAPTURE 

having made up his mind to endure it, he rath<^ 
expressed an indifference to the distresses of hv* 
sitnation. Being brought to the house of his fap 
ther-in-law the Earl of Southesk, where two of his 
children were kept, he requested and obtained p^- 
mission to see them ; yet, neither at meeting nor at 
parting with these dear plgects, could the natural 
majesty of his countenance be observed to be in 
the least degree disturbed. Almost everywhere 
on his journey, the people, at the instigation of llie' 
clergy, saluted him with abusive language, and 
even with more substantial tokens of their hate and 
horror ; but the sedateness and serenity which be- 
longed to his visage on ordinary occasions, never for 
a moment forsook it. 

When lodging at the house of Grange, near Dun- 
dee, he is said to have very nearly achieved an es- 
cape. The lady of the house having, without the 
knowledge of her husband, conceiyed the idea of re- 
leasing bun, plied his guards that night so well wi& 
strong liquors, that they all fell asleep. She thea 
invested him with a suit of her own clothes, and di^ 
rected him to make the best of his way through ih» 
guards. He had got through the hal^ wh^ the 
main guard lay, and had also passed the two exte- 
rior sentinels, who were sleepii^ upon their mus- 
kets, when, unfortunately, a drunken fellow, who 
had heard of the abundance of drink that night iu 
the house, and desired to partake of it, met, seized, 
and discovered him. He was immediately remands 
ed with much rudeness to his chamber, and there 
more effectually secured.*^ 

At Dundee, where he lodged next night, he was 
treated with more kindness than at any other placa 
he had passed on his journey. The people of thia 
town, notwithstanding that ihey had lost ngiore per- 
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hapa by his wars than the inhabitants of any other 
city in Scotland^ could not see so ilhistrious an (ene- 
my baronet to so wretched a condition, witlrant 
tears of pity. He was here furnished with clothes 
suitable to his quality, in place of the wretched 
Highland habit whicm his captors had hitherto, 
by a refinement in cruelty, compelled him to re- 
tain.^ 

Till this period of his journey, his treatment had 
been only such as the soldiers or the common peo- 
ple choee to inflict upon him ; and it had been as 
wv&re as might be expected at the hands of persons 
inspired by feelings and actuated by circumstances 
sudi as tlrairs. He is now to be seen subjected to 
the ofBdal and ooostitutimud contumelies of the go- 
remment itself. 

On Saturdinr, the 18th of May, having been 
brou^t over the Frith of Forth, and conveyed to 
the gate at the lower extremity of Edinburgh, he 
was transferred from the hands of the party of foot 
soldiers which had conducted him from the High- 
lands, into those of the magistrates and citizens, 
who, arrayed m burgal state, were there ready, by 
the orders of parliament, to undertake the duty of 
guarding him through the city to his prison. Here 
commenced the series of ignominious inflictions, 
which had been decreed for his punishment by the 
Committee of Estates.^ He was, in the first place, 
commanded by the hangman to uncover himself, in 
obedience to the terms of Ins sentence. On his re-> 
fush^ or hesitating to do so, the hangman rudely 
snatehed off his lut, and took it away from hiro.^^ 
He was then placed in a cart, which had been con- 
structed on purpose for his transportation through 
the city, and which was peculiarly calculated to ex- 
hibit his person to the crowd, with all the required 
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ciTcamstanees of disgrace. At the end of tHe ▼e'<> 
hide, which was itself higher than usual, there was 
reared a tall chair: upon it he was hound firmly 
down hy cords which passed across his hreast and 
arms, and which were fastened through holes he- 
hind. On the horse which drew the cart, sat ihe 
hangman, in his hideous livery, with a long staff in 
his hand, and having his head covered hy his hon^ 
net^ the hotter to contrast with and show the igno- 
miny of the prisoner.^^ In advance, his fellow-pri- 
soners were conducted along the street, hotmd two 
hy two, on foot and hareheaded, according to the 
fashion observed with highwaymen. 

When he had been drawn within the gate of the 
city, the magistrates showed him his sentence. He 
read it with as composed a countenance as if it 
had been some documenit which had no reference 
to him, and finally returned it, with the ob8erva«> 
tion, that << he would obey it : he ik^ only sorry 
that, through him, his majcflsty, whose person ho 
represented, should be so dishonoured."^ 

The whole of the lengthy and spacious stiteet^ 
along which Montrose had to be conducted, was 
filled, when he entered it, with a crowd, consist- 
ing chiefly of the lower orders, and espedaUy of 
women ; almost all of whom had come out for the 
purpose of loading him in his passage towards the 
jail with their bitterest abuse, and with misnks of 
contempt. Then* ministers had urged them to do 
80, at the fast held three days before on account 
of his capture ; and it was expected by the domi« 
nant powers, but especially by the clergy, ihat 
<< the bloody and excommunicat traitor" would be 
half killed to their hands, or at least most efiec- 
tually abused, before he got to the end of tlie pro- 
cession. To the infinite disaf^pointment of these 
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tngenerons enemies^tbe people were so o^erpower^ 
ed by the digmty and courage which shone in the 
conntenance of the sufferer, or were so much mored 
at the mere sight of illustrious distress, that they 
uniFersally relented of tbdr purpose, and, dissol- 
yhig into tears, ]nv<^ed blessings instead of curses 
upon his head. The sacred brethren were so much 
incensed at this exhibition of '< malignancy," or 
backsliding, on the part of the people, that next 
day they could scarcely do any thing else in their 
pulpits but utter furious denunciati<Hi8 of hearenly 
wrath against them, for neglecting to embrace so 
excellent an opportunity of testifying against the 
great enemy of their order. 

There was, howeva*, at least one of their wor* 
shippers who obeyed their wishes, by insulting the 
fallen Montrose. This was the dark Argyle him-< 
self; the man of all others in Scotland most grati-' 
fied by the scene which was taking place in Edm^ 
burgh that day* With an indelicacy almost as 
diocking as any pcntion of the general crueky - 
which distinguished this affair, Argyle had sta- 
tioned himself) with his family and fiiends, on » 
balcony projecting from the house of the Earl of 
Murray, in the Canongate; where, as the cart 
passed on the street below^ within the distance of 
three or four yards, he could enjoy a peculiarly 
near and full view of his unhappy victim. There^ 
in triumph more disgraceful than the humiliation 
of Mmitrose, was stuck up, in secure and tranquil 
scorn, the man who, as a cavalier historian pathe* 
tically expresses it,^^ had never dared to look Mon- 
trose in the face when his sword was in his hand, 
but who could now so boldly and so cheaply insult 
him, when the arm was bound which had wielded 
diat terrible weapon. By a chance which added 



d by Google 



2S6 Montrose's capture 

greatly to the indelicacy tif the scene, thia was the 
day after the wedding of his eldest son Lord Lorn 
to the dau^ter of the Earl of Mnrray ; a cbiy oi 
family festival and rejoicing ; a day as anspicioiis 
to the fortunes of hk house, as it was ominous to 
those of his unfcnrtunate rin^« It was, indeed, 
owing to the leasts incident to this very aAor, 
that Argyle and his family w^re here stationed to 
bdidd Montrose's procession. 

Whether in obedience to orders previously given, 
or from a wish cm the pvt of the guard to gratify 
this important party <^ spectators, the cart was 
stopped far a short space beneaUi the balcony, so* 
as to afford Argyle and his MeadM an opp or tun ity 
of inspecting ai^ insulting their enemy at-leisure. 
It must have been a strange sight, to see two men 
of the noblest rank in the land, who had originally 
entered into life with equal prospects, and who 
bad for a long time acted in concert t<^ther in 
political and also military transactions, now brought 
into situations so extr«nely contrasted— 'the oner 
being, by dint of religious hypomsy and chicanery, 
at the very head of the govemnMnt of his country, 
while the other, by an unfortunate adherence to a 
side uncountenanced by the spirit of the times, 
was sunk literally, as well as metaphorically, un- 
der the other's feet, condenmed by him to death, 
and at this moment exposed to any personal con- 
tumely which he chose to inflict. Never was the 
affiecdng image of << the stricken deer'* more stri« 
kingly exemplified in mortal aflairs than by this 
ftingnlar contrast. 

The innate courage, however, and the strong 
self-possession which Montrose has been ahready 
described as showing under every sort of treat- 
ment, might almost be said, on the present occa- 
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maHf to torn the scale of triumph against his ex- 
ited but chicken-hearted rival. Before the cart 
i^proached, Argyle and his gay marriage- party, in 
the expectation of finding the criminal only a speC'O 
tacle fit for ridicule, had put on their brightest 
smiles, and stood all on tiptoe to catch the first 
glimpse of so amusing an object* Even when he 
was presented to their sight, and was found to 
have been spared by the populace, they could not 
help looking upon him with a malicious grin of 
exultation and ridicule ; the marchioness, in par- 
tieolar, choosing to express her feelings by spit- 
ting over the balcony upon the hated enemy of her 
honse.^^ Under aU these circumstances, sufficient' 
as they might seem to be to convert an angel of 
peace into a raging demoniac, this high-souled no- 
bleman presetted so serene and majestic a coun« 
tenance to his triumj^iant enemies, that they shrunk 
back with confusion of face, and seemed to the 
eyes of all unprejudiced persons more contempti- 
bloy guilty, and degraded, than himself. 

That the reader may be able to tmderstand how 
anxious his persecutors were to make the most of 
this procession, it needs only to be mentioned 
that, although the whole distance was little more 
than half a mile, it occupied three hours' space ; 
namely, from four o'clock p.m. when it started 
from the Watergate,^^ to seven o'clock, when it 
finally arrived at the public jail, where Montrose 
and his fellow captives were to be bestowed.*® 
Protracted, however, as it was, the gallant mar- 
quis maintained his resolution to the very last ; 
insomudli that, on alighlang at the jailrdoor, he 
gave the hangman a sum of money for having 
driven what he good-humouredly termed his " tri- 
umphal chariot" with so much skill and care.*'^ 
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Immediately after he bad entered the prisoiiy. 
the parliament delegated two of its members, sUmg 
with two ministerB, to call for and converse with 
him. These deputies, however, he wonld not ao 
knowledge or speak to till such time, he said, afl 
they shonld be acknowledged by his master, the 
king. They having reported this to their consti- 
toents, it was determined in full parliament, tliaty 
for the sake of procnring intelligence from him re- 
""garding his friends and adherents, and also, if 
possible, regarding the yonng king, they should 
disclose to him that they had, since his defeat, 
concluded a treaty with his majesty, and of course 
procured a royal acknowledgment of their omsti- 
tntion as a parliament.^^ But when the deputiea^ 
returned at a late hour and informed him of thia! 
fiict, he begged them to spare him their imperii* 
nencies for die present, as he was extremely fa^ 
tigued with the hardships he had suffered on hia 
late long journey, and particularly with << the ela- 
borate complimentary ceremony which they had 
put upon him that af^moon." 

All the next day (Sunday,^ he was unceanngiy 
porsecuted by the visits of ministers and members 
of parliament, who alternately endeavoured to 
wodc his mind to a confession, and denounced hun 
for his obstinate silence. Anxious as he was for 
repose, he expressed no violent symptoms of dis- 
gust at these annoyances ; but seemed rather to 
resign himself to them, as a preparatory portion; 
of his sentence, whidi he could not obviate any 
more than the last fatal scene. He told them ^t 
<< they were much mistaken if they imagined they 
had adBfronted him by carrying him in a vile cart 
the day before ; he esteemed it the most hcmonr^ 
able and cheer&il journey he had eve? performed 
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in his life ; his most merdfol God and Redeemer 
hsd all the while manifested his presenoe to him 
in a most comfwtable and delightnd manner, sap- 
plying him with resolution to overlook the re« 
fHToaches of men, and behold him alone for whose 
cause he snffered."^^ He was goarded, while in 
prison, by the inftonons Mijor Wen* (afterwards 
bmnt for sorcery and incest,) a wretdi who was 
perhaps .preferred to that duty on account of his 
wonderful fluency of prayer and reirilement, and* 
who contrived to give additional pain to his un^ 
fortunate charge by continually smoking tobacco^ 
winch Montrose was known to Mior.^ 

Being cited to attend parliament on Monday 
at ten o'clock, he rose eaiiy that morning, and 
dressed hims^ in a fine suit of clothes wlndi he 
had ordered to be prepared for him after arriving 
at Edinburgh This suit ccmsisted, according to 
the minute annalists of the time, in a scariet rochet 
or coat, trimmed with nlver galonns, lined with 
crimson taffeta, and readiing to his knee ; a set of 
pure black under-dothes, ridily overlaid with laoe ; 
a beavw hat, with a rich silver band ; camation- 
ooloured silk stockings, with garters; and roses 
for his ^loes*^ When brought into the Parliament 
House, he was commanded to ascend to what was 
called the place of delinquents ; a command whidi 
he obeyed, with a dauntless though modest air, 
uncovering himself, as he appeared bef<H« the 
members, in tok«i of his reroect for the character 
with which his soverdgn had now been pleased to 
invest them. 

He had no 80<m«r appeared than the Chancellor 

(Earl of Loudoun) rose, and uttered a Iragthened 

summary of his various rebellions, and bloody 

deeds against the state, expatiating with peculiar 

8 
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emphasis upon his hase desertdon of ^e National 
Corenant, which he had at first promoted so 
heartily, and also accusing him of breaking the 
Solemn League and Covenant, for which the ^ole 
nation stood bound. At the conclusion of the 
invectiye Montrose stood up, and desired leave to 
say a few words in his own defence ; which beio^ 
with s6me difficulty allowed, he thus addressed 
the assemblage : 
* In all cases, he said, and particularly in publie 
affiurs, he had acted as became a good Christiaii 
and a faithful subject, and he had done nothing of 
which he was ashamed or had cause to repent. 
He confessed frankly that he had engaged in the 
first or National Covenant, and had complied with 
it, and with those who took it, as long as the 
ends for which it was ordained vr&e observed ; 
but when he discovered, what was soon evident to 
all the w<M*ld, that some private persons, under the 
pretence of reforming errors in religion, and pre- 
serving public liberty, intended to abridge and take 
away the king's lawful authority, and assume it 
themselves, he had then withdrawn himself frt>m 
that engagement ; and when, in order to disappoint 
these men, and clear themselves from being con* 
cemed in such base designs, the honest part of the 
nation thought it necessary to enter into an asso- 
ciation for the security of religion and the pre- 
servation of the royal authority, he likewise joined 
it and subscribed it. As for {be Solemn League 
and Covenant, as he had never taken it, and never 
could approve it as a just or lawful confederacy, 
he did not see how he could be accused of having 
broken it. How far religion, which was now split 
into innumerable sects and parties, had been ad- 
vanced by it, and what horrible misdiiefa and 
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dreadful tragedies it had occasimied, the diatressed 
state of the three kingdoms, he said, bore ample 
testimony. At the time when this in&mous treaty 
was ratified, it had pleased the late king to com- 
mission him to enter the kingdom of Scotland, and 
^ideitvour to divert the people from thdr rebel- 
lions pmrpose. What had been his conduct through- 
out that enterprise, many persons present could 
bear witness : it had not always been in his powetv 
any more than in that of the greatest known^ 
generafe, to suppress the disorders of his followers ; 
but he had always endeavoured to do so. He had 
never spilt any blood, not even that of his most 
inveterate enemies, eitcept up<m the field; and 
even in the greatest heat of action, he had pre- 
served the lives of many thousands. As he had 
taken up arms only at the command of the king, 
so had he also laid them down upon his orders, 
without any regurd to his own interest, and retired 
beyond the seas. 

As to his late invasion, he said, he had under- 
taken it at the command of his present majesty, 
who conceived that it might accelerate the treaty 
he had beg^ with them. When that end should 
have been served, he declared that it was his in- 
tention to have laid down his arms as peaceably as 
he had form«*ly done at the command of Charles 
the First. Thus, he believed he might truly af- 
firm that no subject had ever acted upon more ho- 
nowable grounds, or by the sanction of a more 
lawful auwodty, than he had done. 

H^ concluded by earnestly imploring them to 
lay aside all prejudice, private animosity, and de- 
sire of revMige, and consider him with a m^ e re- 
gard to the abstract jwUce of his cause. He be- 
teeched them, before giving judgment, to reflect 
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upon the purity of his motives, the sacred names 
which had commissioned his actions, and the obli- 
gations mider which they themselves lay to him 
for having spared their lives and fortunes at a tjime 
when he only wanted the inclination to have de- 
stroyed both. He intreated them to do nollung 
rashly or under the influence of pejs<mal feeling, 
but to judge him according to the laws of Grod, 
the laws of nature and nations, and particularly 
. by the laws of the land. If they should refuse to 
do so, he appealed to the just judge of the worlds 
who at last must estimate the merits of bo^ ac- 
cusers and accused.^^ 

As he delivered this pathetic but manly appeal, 
which is here given as the best possible vindica- 
tion of his life and character, it was impossible for 
the most attentive observer to perceive, in his 
countenance, or in the tones of his voice, the 
slightest symptom of agitation of mind. On the 
contrary, many of those present afterwards con- 
fessed that he bore on this trying occasion precisely 
,the same aspect, and spoke with precisely the 
same coufidence, as they had formerly observed in 
him when he was moving at the front of a victo- 
rious army.^' It would appear that, even in these 
circumstances of degradation and despair, the great 
Montrose carried in his outward beanng the marks 
of that superiority of intellect and character which 
his whole life had indicated : even on the seat of 
scorn,, where he was now placed, he shone a siqie- 
rior being over the more exalted and honoured 
personages, who were assembled to satisfy their 
mean revenge by destroying him. 

As might have been anticipated, and as he him- 
self no doubt anticipated, his speech had no effe^ 
upon his judges, except, perhaps? that of alarmiug 
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tfaebr consciences, and damping a little the crael 
joy which they felt in thus exercising arbitrary 
and nnqnestionable sway over a detested foe. 
While the rest sat under it with shaken courage 
and confusion of face, the chanceUor, upon whose 
heart of iron a speech of daggers could have had 
no e£fect, rose and replied ; <^ punctually proving 
him, by his acts of hostility, to be a person most 
infamous, perjured, and treacherous, and, of all 
that ever this land brought forth, the most cruel 
and inhimiane butcher and murderer of his nation; 
a sworn enemy to the Covenant and peace of his 
country, and one whose boimdless pride and am- 
bition had lost the father, and, by his wicked 
counsels, done what in hhn lay to destroy the 



son. 



24 



The prisoner rose, and attempted to rejoin ; but 
Loudoun insolently CHMiered him to << hold his 
tongue."'^ Being ordered to kneel, in conformity 
to the decree of parliament, passed respecting him on 
Friday last, he obeyed, with a remark, that he only 
did so from respect to his master, who had ac- 
knowledged them, and not from any meanness of 
spirit or abstract disposition to honour them.^ Sir 
Archibald Johnston, the clerk-register, then read 
out his sentence, in the following terms : ^* He 
was to be hanged on a gibbet at the Cross of 
Edinburgh, wiu a copy of his * Memoirs,' by 
Wishart, and a copy of his < Declaration,' tied by 
a rope about his neck ; after hanging the space of 
three hoiirs, he was to be cut down by the hang- 
man ; his head, hands, and legs, to be cut off, and 
iafterwards distributed as follows : his head to be 
afExed on an iron pin, and set on the pinnacle of 
the west gavel of the new prison of Edinburgh; 
one hand to be set on the port (gate) of Perth, the 
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other on the port of Stirling ; one l^ snd foot oit 
the port of Aberdeen^ the other on the port of 
Glasgow. If he was at his death penitent, and 
relaxit from excommunication, then the trunk oi 
his body to be interred, by pioneers, in the Grey 
Friars' church; otherwise, to be interred, by the 
hangman's men, under the gallows, on the Buirow- 
muir." The dempster, or executioner, having, ac» 
cording to the custom of Scotland, repeated this 
doom, he was remanded to prison, to await his 
fate, which was to take place next day at three in 
the afternoon.''^ 

He had no sooner been replaced in the jail, than 
the ministers returned to ue attack in full cry, 
striving, by exaggerated representations of th^ dr- 
cumstances of death, and by threats of etenial 
chinnation, to frighten him into a submission to 
their church, so that he might be relaxed from the 
pains of his excommunication. They were natu- 
rally very anxious to work his mind to this point; 
because, to have procured the obedience of so 
prime a malignant as Montrose, would hare en- 
abled them to triumph over the whole of his party, 
and of course to establish thonselves more firmiv 
in that domination over the public mind at which 
they were aiming. But he disappointed them in 
their efforts. Instead of feeling vexed, he said, at 
the decree of parliament, which ordered his head 
to be fixed on the pinnacle of the tolbooth, he was 
more gratified by the prospect, than he could have 
be^i had they decreed a golden statue to be erect- 
ed to him in the market-place, or his picture to be 
suspended in the king's bed-chamber. Inrtead of 
regretting that his body should be separated into 
so many porticms, he wished that he had fiesh 
enough to afford a piece to every city in Christen- 
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tJom, that his unshaken affection and fidelity to the 
cause of his sovereign might thereby be tested 9» 
extensively as possible. 

' He spent the ensuing night in Feducing this last 
sentiment to verse, and in inscribing it upon the 
window of his cell. The lines were afterwards 
found to run as follows :— - 

Let them bestow on every airt *8 a limb. 

Then open all my veins, that 1 may swim 

'to thee, my Maker, in that crimson lake; 

Then place my parfooiPd head upon a stake ; 

Scatter my ashes, throw them in the air ; 

Xiord, since thou knowest where all* these atoms arC) 

I'm hopeful thou'lt recover once my dust. 

And confident thoult rsilse me with the just^ 

He also spent a considerable portion of this night 
in sditary prayer ; having foimd it impossible, the 
day before, to , compose himself for that purpose, 
on account of the impertinencies and persecutions 
of the clergy,^^^ and being perhaps apprehensive that 
he would be allowed no more leisure for such a 
purpose during the ensuing forenoon^ 

Next morning, (Tuesday, May 21, 1650,) hear- 
ing the whole town resound with drums and 
trumpets, he asked his guards, who never left his 
chamber, what was meant by sounds so unusual. 
He was told that it was to call out the citizens 
and soldiers to arms, the parliament thinking it 
necessary to guard him strictly at his execution, 
lest the malignants should attempt a rescue. << In- 
deed !" he replied ; ^* Is it possible that I, who was 
such a terror to these good men when alive and 
prosperous, continue still so formidable to them, 
now that I am boimd for slaughter ? In that case, 
I must be still more terrible to them when alto^ 
g«tfaer dead." 

x2 
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2i6 MONTROa&'s CAPTURE 

In a Bimihr spirit lie re[^ied to an impertiiient 
remaric wbkh Sir ArdulNild J<duMton of WarristoB 
had the brutality to make upoa hkn as he waa 
dreanng himself fcnr the kst fatal scene. This 
stern and sullen puritan (who, it is some consola* 
tion to thinky saffnred an ignominious death, thir- 
teen years after, on the very spot whefe Montrase 
suffered,) obserring the unfortunate nobleman 
combing his hair, asked him if he could not find 
an employment more befitting his awful situation. 
*^ So Icmg as my head is my own," said Montrose, 
<< I will dress it as I have been accustomed to do ; 
to-morrow, when it is yours, you may treat it as 
you please.'' This perbaps conveyed a taunt more 
than met the ear; for Warriston was one of an 
unrelenting party of his enemies, wins when some 
others proposed more merciful measures, inmsted 
upon his suffering the whole punishment described 
by the sentence. 

When the hour of execution approached, this 
illustrious man was conducted from the priscm to 
die scaffold, on the same cart whidi had previously 
been used to drag him into the dty. He was 
now dressed in a more sumptuous style than be- 
fore. Besides his coat of scarlet, his under-dothes 
of black velvet, his carnation-coloured stoddngs, 
and shoes with roses, he now wore a splenchd . 
cloak of the same colour with his coat, laKl over 
with the richest silver lace, and trimmed with 
gold. Upon his hands he Imd a pair of delicate 
white gloves ; in one of them he carried his hat, 
round which there was an extremely rich band ti 
gold. << He had," to use the words of Nichol, the 
diarist, « sarkis (shirts) provided for him, with 
pearlings about, above ten pund the ell, and also 
ane prettie eassick to put on him when he reached 
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the 8caffi>ld ; all which were provided for him hy 
his friends.^ His countenance and whole hearing 
were strictly of a piece with this gay attire ; he 
teemed, says Nicnol, rather like a bridegroom 
going to the house of his mistress, than a criminal 
on Inis way to the gallows. << So grand was his 
air," says Wishart, << so much brarity, majesty, 
and grarity, appeared in hk countenance, that the 
whole city was shocked at the cmelty which was 
designed him, and even, his enemies were obliged 
to confess that he was aman of the most lofty and 
elevMed sdnl, and the most unshaken constancy 
and courage that his age had produced." On 
reaching tl^ scaffold, and alighting from die cart, 
he said to a perso^n whom he knew, << Yon see 
what compliments they put upon me ; yet, after 
all, I never in my life took more delight in riding 
in a coach than I have done in that cart."^^ 

A multitude more dense, perhaps, than Was ever 
before collected on the High-street of Edinburgh, 
had already for several hours surrounded the area 
staked off for the scene of death.. In the midst of 
that spacious and lofty phccy on the v^ spot 
where this noble person had formerly acted as a 
great popular leader, there rose a scaffold nearly 
level with the eyes of the spectators, from the 
centre of which sprung a gibbet of the extraordi- 
nary height of thirty feet, with a tall double ladder 
leaning against it. A cluster of clergymen, in full 
canonicals, stood at the lower end of the scaffold ; 
at another place stood the magistrates of the city, 
whose duty it was to see the sentence executed. 
The executioner, in his terrific livery, with his 
staff of office in his hand, formed another figure 
in the scene. A bench was there also laid out, 
with knives and axes, for the purpose of severing 
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ike members of the victim, after he should h^ 
suspended the proper time. Around the scaffold^ 
soldiers and armed citizens were arranged in nu* 
merous files, to guard against the possibility of 
escape or rescue. Every foot of groimd to the 
distance of several hundred yards, and every win-» 
dow and balcony around, was crowded with spec- 
tators; some of whom were prepared to gratify 
their sensations of personal vengeance, some to 
feast their complacent spiritual pride, while the 
great mass was simply attracted by curiosity to 
witness the last agonies of so celebrated and sa 
I'emarkable a feUow creature. ' 

Immediately after he had moimted the scaffold, 
Montrose attempted to address the people assem- 
bled round it } but that privilege, common to every 
species of maleiiactor in Scotland, was sternly de- 
nied to him ; he was only permitted to open his^ 
mind to the individuals who immediately sur- 
rounded him. A few of his last expressions, as 
preserved by a boy who secretly took them down 
in short-hand writing, may be given here, as being 
in all probability strongly characteristic of the 
man. 

" I would now be very sorry," he said, " if this 
scene should be a scandal to any good Christian. 
My fate ib one which may happen to the righteous 
from the hands of the wicked, as well as to the 
wicked from the hands of the r^hteous. They 
that know me should not condemn me for it ; for 
many greater than me have been dealt with as 
hardly. Yet, however I may consider my fate 
hard as inflicted by man, I acknowledge it just as 
coming indirectly from God. I therefore blame 
no man for it, nor complain of any man's judgment ; 
I take it from the hand of God, whose iastrumeata 
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^y are, and fragive them for h ; may God also 
forgive them. To exonerate myself from 1^ acan« 
dal with which many good people load me, I oh- 
test that all I did was from pity for distressed sove- 
reignty. I have never known any other maxim of 
conduct than to fear God and honour the king. I 
have not smned against man, hut against God ; and 
with him there is mercy, and this is my groimd of 
hope in drawing near to him. I pray God that 
there he no farther judgments on tms land. As for 
that which the Lord's people chiefly urge agamst 
me, namely, that I am excommunicated hy the 
church, I can only say, it is not my fault, as the 
sentence was incurred purely by my zeal for the 
serv^ of my lawful prince. Yet I am sorry that 
they excommunicated me ; and if I could be re- 
laxed without infringing the laws of God or trench- 
ing upon my all^fiance, I would be very happy. 
If not, I must appeal to God, who will be a kss 
partial judffe. One thing has been urged against 
me by anouier party — that I lay all the blame on 
the king. God forbid ! As for the late king, he 
lived a saint and died a martyr; IprayGodlmay 
end so ; and if ever I could wish my soul in an- 
other man's soul's stead, it would be in his. And 
for this king, who^ I hope, will soon be establish- 
ed in peace ovw the people he is so well qualified 
to govern with dncretion, all his commands to me 
were most just, and all his engagements did he most 
&ithfully frilfil. I pray that nobody may attribute 
the loyaityofmyprinciplestoobduratenessof heart ; 
it is but we light of my soul and conscience, and 
God's spirit in me. I thank God I go not to Hea- 
ven's throne ignorantly, though I have not much 
knowledge. I desire not to be presumptuous. It 
\» God that suffers me not to fear the terrors of 
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death. It is the conscience and reason which he hasr 
given me, that enables me to appear here with 
courage. Whatever my end be, let God be glo- 
rified, though it were to my damnation. I say not 
this out of weakness and fear, but out of my duty 
to God and love to his people; for, loolong on 
you, I cannot but mourn ; therefore, I can say no 
more, but desire your prayers* You that are scan- 
dalized at me, give .me your charity ; I shall pray 
for you all. I leave my soul to God, my service 
to my prince, my good-will to my friends, and my 
name in charity to you all. I might say more, but 
this is enough to exonerate my conscience. The 
rest I leave to the mercy of God."^ 

When he had thus delivered himself, the cler- 
gymen approached him, and asked for the last time 
if he would accept of a relaxation from their cen- 
sure upon the terms formerly proposed. He firm- 
ly replied that he could not, but desired to have 
their prayers. They rejoined, that, so long as he 
was under sentence of excommimication, they could 
not yield him any ghostly assistance ; nor would 
it be of any service to him, as he wias consigned 
to perdition by the sentence, and their prayers 
could not reverse his doom. One of these mista- 
ken men did not scruple even to tell him, that he 
was a faggot of hell, and he already saw him there 
burning.^ Without being discomposed by their 
taunts, the imfortimate nobleman proceeded to 
utter a solitary prayer of about a quarter of an 
hour's length, covering his face during the time 
with his hat, and holdmg up the remaining hand: 
to heaven. 

He then addressed himself to the final duty of 
preparing his person for the gibbet. Calling for 
the executioner, he gave to that officer of terror a. 
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few pieces of gold, along with some directions re- 
garding the signal for death. He pleaded earnest* 
ly to he permitted to wear his cloak and hat, hut 
was told that he could not on any account he gra- 
tified in such a wish. The man hrought him the 
volume of his Memoirs, and the copy of his Decla- 
ration, which the Estates had decreed to he sus- 
pended round his neck, and he accommodated him- 
self with great apparent good humour and alacri- 
ty to the duty of having these trophies adjusted 
according to the humour of his judges f* they were 
arranged like epaulets on his shoidders.^^ While 
this little ceremony was in progress, he remarked 
that he felt more satisfaction in this flattering 
badge — this splendid collar of merit, than he had 
experienced even at that proud moment when in- 
vested hy the hand of his sovereign with the ho- 
nourable order of the garter. But when the ma- 
gistrates ordered his arms to be pinioned, this gay 
humour suddenly gave place to displeasure and in^ 
dignation. However, he had sufficient presence of 
mind to express no dissatisfaction. He only ask- 
ed, with bitter irony, if they had any other com-> 
pliment or mark of respect to bestow upon him ; 
as, having but a short time to live, he was na- 
tmidly anxious to enjoy as many of the honours of 
this world as possible. 

When he had completed all these painfuUy mi- 
nute preparations, which are so apt to seem to the 
mind of an unconcerned spectator more intolerable 
to the sufferer than even the step of death itself, 
this greatly injured and unfortunate man, with the 
same modest courage and serenity of aspect which 
he had hitherto sustained, submitted to the last in- 
fliction which his enemies had to bestow upon his 
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living body. The executioner wept as he tui-ned 
him from the ladder, and the last sounds which 
reached the ears of Montrose,^ were those of re- 
gret and pity, ^diich the sight of his death occa^ 
sioned amidst the snrronndrng multitade.^'' 
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CHAPTER Xn. 



CHARLS8 II. 8 RESIDENCB IN SCOTLAND. 



Subjected thuf. 
How can you lay to me I am a king ? 



When Charles was informed of the execution 
of Montrose, and was at the same time made 
aware that the catastrophe had been hurried purely 
that he might hare no opportnmty of remonstra- 
ting, he is said to hare felt no Utw grief for the 
loss of so faithfxd and gallant an adherent, and 
qnite as much indignation at the cruelty which 
dictated the deed. Being, however, told by the 
more moderate party of the Scottish Fresb3rteriaas9 
that his friend haa been sacrificed chiefly as a 
means of conciliating the wilder party to his re- 
storation, and it bemg hinted to him that he had 
best say nothing about an afifisdr in which he had 
conducted himself with some share of duplicity, 
he was obliged to sit quietly down with the si"* 
front 

This youthful prince now also found it nece8>> 
sary to close the negotiation with the Scottish 
commissioners, which Montrose's enterprise had 
for a little time inteimpted. He set sail for Scot- 
land, upon the hard terms already specified, within 
a few days after he had heard Of Mon^oee's deaith. 

VOL. K. Y 8 
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The Whig historians hare hitherto, almost with- 
out contradiction, represented Charles's conduct 
in this unnatural alliance as altogether selfish and 
treacherous. That a prince, who was already a 
secret Catholic, and who entertained arbitrary no- 
tions of goYermnent, should have assumed the 
guise of character, and signed the bonds, required 
of him by the Scottish Presbyterians, appears to 
4Jie conceptions of those writers an act of exces- 
siFe atrocity, as regards his character bolli as a 
sovereign and as a man. Yet, without laying any 
stress upon the necessity of the tunes, which jus- 
tifies all political actions whatever, it would not 
perhaps be difficult to show, that his conduct was 
quite consistent with the ordinary morality of 
princes and rulers. It cannot, at least, be dis- 
puted that the views of his Scottish subjects, and 
consequently their whole conduct, were quite as 
salf-seeking and imcandid as his own. The do- 
minant party in Scotland would never have at- 
tempted to restore him, would never have troubled 
themselves with him at all, if they had not seen 
that he was a weapon which could be used with 
effect against the English sectaries, or had it not 
lieen at least their opinion that it was better for 
them to take him, with a promise to protect and 
e^^^end their system of faith, tlian to submit to 
Cromwell, who was sure to exterminate it, root 
an4 4??*aiidi. Thus, allowing that Charles had 
no end in view but the selfish one of restoring 
himself hy means of the Covenanters, what is 
there, after all, so base in his conduct ? The whole 
case was simply a league betwixt two powers of 
opposite natures, entered into for mutual conve- 
nience, and where each, as a nmtter of course, 
made concessions to tibe other* Nor can Charles 
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be jtatly charged with afterwsrds deseititig the 
cause of tlie Covenant. He maintained it so long 
as it could maintam him ; which was yirtually tfa^ 
end of the treaty. If he subsequently entered 
into different relations, and even found it necessary 
to proscribe the very bond which he had signed, 
he did nothing more than merely bow to a demand 
of the time which it must have been fatal for him 
to resist. 

Accompanied by the Dukes of Buckinghran and 
Hamiltcm, the Earls of Cleyeland, Brainford, Dun- 
fermline, Lauderdale, and Camwath, the Lords 
Wentworth, Widdrington, Wihnot, and Sinclair, 
and by various other English and Scottish cava^ 
Hers, Charles set sail for Scotland on the 3d of 
June. His little fleet was ulider great danger, 
during the voyage, from the ships of the English 
Commonwealth, which had orders to seize bun if 

r Bible, and carry him prisoner to London. But 
fortunately escaped every peril, and got safe 
into the mouth of the river Spey, after a voyage 
of about twenty days. He landed at the little 
village of Garmouth, within the embouchure of 
the Spey, on the 23d of June, but not till he had 
previously, on ship-board, signed the Covenant, 
and made solemn professions to the Scottish com- 
missioners and clergy who accompanied him, of 
his intention to prosecute the ends of that sacred 
bond. 

As it was now in some measure become the 
policy of ihe Presbyterian government to encou- 
rage a loyal sentiment in the bosoms of the people,' 
the intelligence of the safe arrival of the long 
in Scotland was everywhere received with both 
public and private expressions of joy. The news 
reached Edmburgh late in the evening of the 26th 
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of June ; and immediatelyy by order of tha par- 
liament, which was sitting at the moment, the 
gons of the castle were fired, bonfires were %hted, 
trumpets sounded, and bells rung; while. orders 
were sent off to all parts of the kingdom to ob- 
serve similar ceremonies. The people, finding 
their own humble feelings of loyalty uius counte- 
nanced, chanted songs of rejoicing through the 
streets of the city all night ; *^ and next morning," 
■ays the simple annalist, Andrew Nichol, ^< the 
pure C^guasi dicUur POorH kaill-wyres at the Trone 
war sae ovegoyed, tnat they sacrificed their standis 
and crdllis, yea the yerie stoollis they sat on, in 
ane fyre." 

Yet, as there was great danger that the presence 
of royalty might encourage the fatal error of ma- 
lignity, and tend to give me king too much power, 
it was soon found necessary to alter this policy. 
On the city of Aberdeen, for instance, haying pre^ 
aented fifteen himdred pounds to the king, the 
parliament sent an injunction to prevent the other 
burghs through which he had to pass, on his w^y 
to die south, from, doing any thing of the same 
sort.^ For the same purpose, at St Andrews, one 
of their chief men among the clergy, Mr Samuel 
Rutherford, told his majesty, in an oration, that if 
he did not act in strict conformity to the moderate 
system of government laid down in the Covenant, 
<< actum est de Rege, et re regia" — ^it was all over 
with him and his afiiadrs.^ 

They soon gave him still more imequivocal hints 
of their intention to restrain him. Instead of bring- 
ing him to Edinburgh, where his presence might 
have had an effect upon the army and upon a large 
body of the people, uiey condemned him to be se- 
chided in the palace of Falkland in Fife; a situa-. 
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ioMk at onee eonvenient as withhi a day*8 jottm^y of 
the seat of goTemment, and which was such as to 
allow no possihility of a large court gathering about 
hifia. They next proceeded to withdraw from his 
presence all such persons as they jtidged likely to 
encourage him in notions adverse to their own 
views. They banished beyond seas almost all the 
En^isfa cavdiers who had come over with him. 
They obliged the Scottish Engagers^ or moderate 
cavaliers, to retire to their own homes. The other 
malignant noblemen or gentlemen who came for^^ 
ward to congratulate the king on his arrival, they 
permitted (mly to kiss his majesty s hand, and then 
to return to their houses or places of banishment.' 
The Duke of Buckingham was almost the only 
English royalist they would suffer to remain near 
the king ; a fact the more wonderful, as his grace 
happened to be a man of precisely that scandalous 
manner of life which they pretended in their acts 
to be the cause of their banishing the malignants 
from Charles's presence. The truth is that Buck- 
in^iam, by tiJcmg the Covenant, by courting Ar« 
gyle, and affecting a great zeal for their cause, had 
succeeded in making them believe him necessary 
to their interests.^ The Engagers would have done 
any tidng to be permitted to remain ; even to the 
extent of sitting on the stool of repentance and 
submitting to be rebuked by the minister, in the 
face of the congregation, for the irreligious degree 
of loyalty which fliey had displayed. But, with 
liie exception of the Earls of Dunfermline and 
Cntwford, the former of whom actually sat to be 
rebuked in his own seat in the church of Dunferm- 
line, none w^re admitted upon even these hard 
tenn$. To give the reader some idea of the rigour 
vntkt i^ch the Presbyterian or Argyle faction pro- 
y2 
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Becated ibsk oljeet, the followiiig anecdote. may 
be related : 

Hie Earl of Camwath having one day entered 
the Privy^chamber at Falkland, when the Marquis 
of Argyle was already there, the marqtus taxed 
him wiu presumption f ol* coming into such a place, 
when he weU knew that by the Act of Classes he 
was r^idered infamous and incapable of serving the 
king. Carawath, unable to resist, went up to hk 
mi^esty, and informed him that, however good 
fiiends they were, it appeared that th^ must now 
part : he only hoped that he would never have any 
about hkn less foithful than himself. As he turned 
to leave the room, he sud to Argyle, << This is 
your doing; but I value it not." Th^i coming 
into the Presence-chamber, the earl went ap to the 
table or cloth of state, by one side of wlncli stood 
the Earl of Cassillis, while Sir Archibald Johnston 
of Warriston and Sir John Chiesly, two noted wild 
men, stood upon the other. But, me incident which 
had just occurred m the Privy-chamber being alrea- 
dy known here, and a resolution having been taken 
on the subject, Mr Wood, a clergyman, bedconed 
his lordship away to the door. When they were 
without, Lord Camwath said to Wood, " Sir, I hope 
God will forgive me ; will not you ?" on whidi ihe 
haughty presb3rter turned «way, without iqseaking 
a word. Camwath then left the court : and happy 
was it for him that he did so ; for Warriston and 
Chiesly had already given orders to Sir James Bal- 
four, the Lord Lyon, to seize and hang him imme- 
diately, unless he should have departed.^ 

The servants and friends thus taken away from 
the king were replaced by others of a perfectly or- 
thodox complexion. His life-guard was composed 
of the sons of the cinef Covenant^Wi and command- 
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ed by LordLorn, eldest sonc^ ilieMarqiiis of Argyle. 
No sort of person whatever was permitted to ap- 

Cch him, mdess previously approved by the kirk, 
meanest servants were obliged to show that 
they had subscribed the Covenant. It was, how- 
ever, upon the clergy, who closely surroimded himi 
that the ruUng party clnefly depended for the means 
of keeping him in check. These persons were 
scarcely ever out of his presence. Under the pre- 
tence of instr u ct in g him in the true religion, they 
thrust themselves into his very bedroom.^ They 
approached him with the ceremonials due to his 
nominal rank, uncovered themselves before him, 
knelt when they presented any thing to him, and 
were to all appearance his devoted slaves ; but in 
their conversation they took all the freedoms which 
they esteemed themselves entitled to, in virtue of 
their supposed office of ministers of Christ. If he 
played at cards, danced, or even indulged too free- 
ly in more innocent modes of relaxation and amuse- 
ment, they overwhelmed him with invectives and 
rebukes. Every day he was obliged to attend for 
several hoxa^ to their endless prayers and ser- 
mons, both of which alike were generally nothing 
move than vituperative orations regarding his own 
sins and those of his family. On Sunday, during 
which he was not permiued so much as to walk 
abroad, he was nauseated with an extraordinary 
dose of their discourses ; and a still more intoler- 
able ^lanttty was administered on what were called 
days of humiliation and fast. Burnet relates that, 
on a particular &st-day, when he himself was pre- 
sent, the unfortunate king had to sit out six long 
sermons, ^i4iieh were preached end-long, without 
Intermission, and whidi lasted almost from morn- 
ing till pigbt.^ 
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While he was undergoing this system of p^isnce, 
winch his tntors esteemed a neeessuy prohntaon 
preporatoiy to his becoming king, they todc cue 
that he should not possess the least degree of royal 
authority. They managed every thing themselyes, 
from the levying of his army down to the appoint^ 
ment of his menials. It is probable that they 
would have treated him wiUi even greater cruelty^ 
but for the necessity of keeping him in heart, as a 
8et-o£P against the Commonwealth of England, 
which was now threatening to invade the country, 
and which they knew they could never hope to 
cope with, imless to a certain degree coimtenanced 
by the king and his friends. 

The men at the head of afiairs in England had 
watched with great care and anxiety the whole 
progress of what a pamphleteer of the time was 
pleased to call " the Intngues of Jockey with his 
yoimg King ;"^ and, as these were deddedly hostile 
to their new government, they soon formed a reso- 
lution of entering upon active measures against the 
Scots. They first publi^ed a declaration, showing 
that while they had no design to impose their own 
mode of government upon Scotland, and only 
wished mutual forbearance on diat score, the Scots 
were evidently inspired with a wi^ to bring back 
the government of both countries to tiial raonar- 
chioil system which it had cost them so much blood 
to extiipate, and which was so decidedly incom- 
patible with the civil as well as r^igious interests 
of all good Britons. To prevent the Scots, diey 
said, from destroying themselves, to prevent diem 
fr^om breaking their own boasted Covenant, to pre* 
vent them from plunging the island from end to 
end once more into blood, iJiey dedared diemseliws 
obliged to invade them with an army. They ex- 
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pressed themsehres extremely sorry to be thus in ap-* 
peamnce the first breakers of the Covenant, which : 
Bad obliged both nations not to make war upon 
each other without three months' warning; but^ 
they took all the world to witness, if the Scots 
had not provoked them to it by previously break- 
ing that sacred bond in spirit, if not in terms, 
finally, as they professed their expedition to be 
one rather of mercy and brotherly kindness, than 
of uncompromising hostility, as they were willing 
to chastise with &e rod, rather than to pimish 
with the sword, they promised to do no harm to 
those who were seduced through weakness, and 
who should immediately return to reason.^ Ha- 
ving, aco^dingly, mustered an army of sixteen 
thousand men, which they thought proper to place 
imder the command of Cromwell, they were ready • 
to counteract the policy of their northern brethr^Ei 
almost as soon as Charles had landed in the coun- 
try. 

The intelligence of Cromwell's preparations to^ 
invade them occasioned some alarm in Scotland ; 
an alarm which acquired no small additional force 
among the common people, from the reports of the 
cruelties which he had just been practksing for the 
reduction of Ireland. It was, however, determined 
by the parliament, that an army of thirty thousand 
men should be raised for the defence of the coun- 
try. To retard Cromwell's mardi, aU that fertile 
coimtry which lies betwixt Berwick and the ca- 
pital, was laid waste and deserted by its inhabi- 
tants; and the whole force of the kingdom was- 
gathered to receive him, behind a strong line of 
fortifications which extended from Edinburgh to 
Leith. The command of the army was given no- 
minally to the venerable £arl of Leven^ but was 
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in reality enjoyed by his more juvenile and active? 
namesake David Leslie. 

There was now something extremely pi<|iiant 
and interesting in the attitudes of the various par- 
ties which composed the British pubHc On one 
side we see the Presbyterians^ Scottish and Eng- 
lish ; a large party of men, who, for the sake of 
altering pudding for cake, had embroiled their 
country in a ci^ war ; who had eventually been 
overpowered by the very demons they had conju- 
red up to achieve their dreadful purposes ; and wha 
were now seeking, by a coalition with the power 
they had originally assailed, to protect themselves 
from their revolted servants. On the other side 
stands the Sectarian army, formerly the servant 
but ndw the master of the oilier ; a band of intract- 
able enthusiasts, pretending to be independent of 
all government civil and religious, actuated by the 
most extravagant and incalculable views, and 
trampling under llieir armed heels every interest 
and privilege of the community ; yet, in all their 
indomitable wildness, as docile to the hinted will 
of one powerful spirit, their fiavourite and their 
leader, as the bridleless steed of Arabia is to the 
flexures and inclinations of his master's person. 
Aside from the positions of both, are the Cavaliers ; 
depressed, ruined, and despised ; but entertaining 
hopes to get their own back, and see their patron 
restored, in the event of the other two parties falling 
int9 a quarrel. 

It was on the 16th of July, only a f<»*tnight af- 
ter the news of Charles's landing had reached Lon- 
don, that Cromwell crossed the Tweed with his 
army, for the pmpose of reducing this kingdom, 
hitherto unconquered, to the will of J;he English 
Commonwealth. As his men left the liberties of 



d by Google 



IN SCOTLAND* 36^ 

Berwick, and for the first time trode Soottisli 
groiuid, they uttered a vehement shout, to expnm 
the enthusiasm with which they entered on a cam<^ 
paign, calculated, as they expressed it, to extend 
the reign of the saints on earth.^^ It was soon dis* 
covered, however, that this would not he so easy 
a matter as had heen at first anticipated. 

The desolation of the country was a most seri- 
ous obstacle to the progress of the saints. Not 
only was the ground destitute, to use the language 
of the time, of every thing in the shape of leaf and 
ear, root and hranch,^^ but the very people had 
retired out of sight. In recollection, perhaps, of 
the former practices of the nation in cases of in- 
vasioQ from England, the Scottish Estates had re- 
solved upon a desultory system of warfare, by 
which the enemy might be gradually weakened 
and intimidated, without ever coming to a serious 
engagement. The English, therefore, as they ad- 
vanced into Berwickshu'e, saw no Scotsmen ca- 
pable of bearing arms, except such as suddenly 
appeared around them in small parties, for the pur- 
pose of cutting off their stragglers and intercept- 
ing their supplies of provisions. This was in 
strict obedience to the orders of government, by 
which persons of every rank and condition were 
forlndden, under pain of death, to approach the ac- 
cursed army of Sectaries, for the purpose of assist- 
ing them. The better to enforce this order, the 
ministers had taken care to inspire the lower orders 
^th a salutary feeling of lM»Tor and fear for the in- 
vaders. They told them, and Cromwell's late pro- 
ceedings in Ireland almost justified the assertion, 
that it was the intentioai of the English to kill, or 
at least to cut off the right hands of all Scotsmen 
capable of beariiig arms, md to bum with hot 
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xrons llie bressts of fill women capable of bearing 
children. Accordingly, at aU the little towns 
which he succeBsiTely passed ^dut>i^h, he found 
scarcely a single male person betwixt the ages of 
six and mxty, and no women except such as wen 
exen^ by age from ^ fote wtu ^i4iich he was 
supposed to haye threatened them. The few 
wretched creatures that remained, <dd men and 
women, bed-rid persons and children, met lum 
on ihek knees, with supplications that be would 
spare their lires. In the whole oomse of his 
march from Berwick to Edinburgh, he did not see 
ten men.^ He publi^ied manifestoes as he went 
along, calling upon tbe people to return to their 
homes, and assuring them that he designed them 
nohaim; but lliese had not time to operate b^ura 
the occasion was past. Accordingly, as it was not 
always possible to draw px)Ti8ions from the slnps 
whidi glided along tbe coast in attendance upon his 
motions, and as there was nowhere any good lodging 
to be obtained, his men soon began to exclaim that 
Captain Cold and Captain Hunger formed an ene* 
my mofe dreadful than that wmch they had been 
led to expect, or which they had undertaken to 
cope with.^^ During the last six days of his march, 
his men were actually reduced to the necessity, so 
peculiarly grievous to Englishmen, of feeding on 
bread and water.^* 

On arriving at Musselburgh, six mOes from die 
capital, Cromwell established his magazine and 
he«ul-quarters at the mansion-house of Stoney-bill> 
and led forward a party to view ike works of the 
enemy. On the same day, July 29, King Charles 
was brought down by his tutors from Stirling te 
Leith, and permitted to salute the army. Nearly^ 
forty theittsand men^ it is said, had collected o» 
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the lAdsB of Lei^ to defend thar king and rein 
gion fixHoa the attadks of CromwelL Among them 
were many Englidunen, both of the Presbyterian 
and caTali«r factions, who identified their interests 
on this occasion with those of the Seotti^ Es- 
tates. Yet all this enthusiasm was destined to be 
in Tain* The nding party, afraid to admit any 
«ther interest than iheir own into this grand enter- 
prise, subjected the immense force collected to a 
purgation, as they called it ; by which, as no man 
conld be acc^ted who was not a thorough adhe- 
rent of the Presbytman Church of Scotland, many 
thousands of the bravest and best of the army were 
forced to retire. At ihe very moment when King 
Charles came up to salute mem on the Links of 
Leith, the army was undergoing ibis unhappy 
process, and he had the mortification to see his very 
best frknds turned away from his service before 
his face. The forces which remained, instead of 
being called ihe king's army, as was customary 
in former times, and as is customary at the pre- 
sent day, were invested with the anomalous title 
of the Idrk army. If we are to believe Father 
Hay and other Tory historians, there were none 
left, afl;er the purgation, but knaves and cowards ^^ 
but the purgers, at the time, gave a very different 
account of the matter. It was better, they said, 
to fight their enemies with a handful of elect and 
godly people, than with mighty arms loaden with 
sin, wMch, like Acan's wedge, would surely be the 
cause of their destruction.^^ With ibis litUe army 
of saints, they assured the people that they did not 
entertain the least doubt of gaining a victory over 
the accursed sectaries. If God did not enable them 
to do so, and failed to espouse the cause of his 
own people against hk own enemies, some of diem 
VOL. ir. z 
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did aot ficrupjle to declare lie should no longar be 
their God* 

Alas, it was soon found that mere religious 
fervour, if unsupported by some share of worldly 
courage and experience, will do little in military 
affairs. On Cromwells advancing to Restalrig, a 
place about half a mile from the Scottish trenches, 
a party w^s sent out to skirmish with him, under 
the command of Sir James Halket. A reneontre 
took place? which was witnessed by the king from 
the battlements of Edinburgh Castle ; but the Scots 
could stand no time against the well-disciplined 
soldiers of Cromwell. He bea^ them back with 
great slaughter to their leaguer, which he would 
perhaps have entered sword in ha^d after them, had 
be not been checked by a Bank, fire from the f^ti-* 
fications of Leith. On his retiring that evening to 
Musselburgh^ which he only did in consequence of 
the inclemency of the weather, another, and a 
stronger party, under the command of Colonel 
Montgomery, son to the Earl of Eglintouna, made 
an insidious circuit of nearly thirty miles, and fell 
upon his flank, just as he had joined his main body 
at Musselburgh, But the English, iaeenaed be* 
yond measure at the orders whi<3i they beard given 
to;h by their assailants, that they should give the 
accursed Sectanes no quarter, repelled the assault 
with an extraordinary degree of spirit ; killed near- 
ly a hundred of the Scots ; took an immense num-* 
ber pris<mers, aad drove back the rest in disgrace 
to Edinburgh.^'^ At this skirmish, it is a somewlHkt 
remarkable fact, the English discovered that there 
were English cavaliers mingled with ike ScettiiA 
puritans, by hearing several of them, as they leHy 
attenng the oharact^istic phrase, << God damn 
m»"^^ One of th^D^ as he expired, was haesd te 
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ttratter, " Damn me, 111 go to my king."*» It 
would thus appear that, at this particular period, 
the purgation just described had not been altoge- 
ther completed. Cromwell, next day, to testify 
his real good-will to the Scots, and endeavour to 
gain upon their affections, sent all the wounded 
back to Edinburgh in carts, and was even so kind 
to one particular person of distinction, who had 
been sorely hurt, as to transport him to the camp 
in his own carriage. 

The Scottish estates and kirk boasted in their 
public documents, of baring done immense execu- 
tion upon the enemy, in both these rencontres ; 
but the feeling of the people was, that they had re<* 
eeived more mischief by them than they had occa- 
sioned to Cromwell. There eren seems to hare 
been a depression of spirit in the Scottish army, in 
consequence of their losses. Balfour informs us, 
that one nobleman, whom he delicately calls the 
Earl of W., was so much affected next morning, 
that, on being summoned to march out with a 
(»arty, he sent a message back to the lieutenant^ 
geneial, to the effect thieit '* he could not goe out 
tipone senrice till he had his breakefaste." ** The 
breakefaste," continues the annalist, « was^ foure 
hours in getting, untill the lieutenant-general, being 
preyily advertised by a secrett friend, that my lord 
was peaceably minded that morning, sent him ex- 
press orders not to marche^ to save his reputation. 
On this, the gallants of the army raised a proverbe, 
that * they would not goe out on a partey untill 
they got Aeir breakefaste.' "*° 

The want of provisions, and the impossibility of 
Umding them at Musselburgh, obliged Cromwell, 
soon after this, to retire to Dunbar, where some 
vessels, sent by the English parliament, were wait- 
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ing to land their stores. As soon as his back was 
tuned, the ministers of Edinburgh gave God 
thanks << for sending the Sectarian army back the 
way they came> and flinging such a terror into 
their hearts, as made them fly when none pur* 
Bued." Cromwell, however, stayed only to land his 
proTisions, before he was again on the march back 
to Edinburgh ; wiAdk caused the Scottidi clergy, 
says Whitelocke, to be somewhat ashamed of their 

Sremature thanksgiying. Before he returned to 
iusselburgh. General Leslie had issued an order, 
*^ that the gude women of that town (for such axe 
the terms in which it is reported by Whitelocke) 
should aw come away wi' their gear, and not stay 
to bake or brew for the English army, on pain of 
death ;** and thus, continues the memorialist, Crom- 
well found the town eren more forlorn than when 
he first visited it. The Scottish Estates were still 
persisting in their cruel policy of desolating the 
country, as the best means of getting the better of 
thdr invaders. The auUior just quoted, records, 
as a dreadful instance of the misery to which the 
natives were thus reduced, that, at Cromwell's re- 
turn to Dunbar for provisions, he found the inha- 
bitants so much in want of food, as to pick up the 
beans from before the horses of his troopers, and 
eat the intestines of the sheep which they killed.^ 
When his men had been thoroughly refreshed 
with their provisions, and, at the same time, duly 
animated by two days of continued exhortations 
and prayer, he drew them along to the westward 
of Edinburgh, with the view of attacking the Scot- 
tish army in rear, and thereby provoking it to an 
engagement. He pitched his camp near Colin- 
ton, a village about three miles to the south-west 
of the city ; on which the Scots drew out, and 
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ftued him at CoretorphiBe. It was not, however, 
in the power of either anny to attack the other in 
this place, as the ground which lay between them 
was boggy, and unfit for the eTolntions of horse. 
Cromwell, th^efore, lay for some days oyerlook* 
ing the city, until at length, his provisions being 
exhsvsted, he was forced to retire to Musselburgh, 
where be had ei^ablished his stores^ and where he 
had a number of nnlls continually at work. While 
making this retrograde march, it is acknowledged 
by the historians of both armies, that the Scots 
might have had him at a great disadvantage, by 
falUng upon his flank and rear, which they mijght 
have eauly dmie. Cromwell, however, with his 
usual sagacity, had taken care to select a Sunday 
for his march, a day on which he knew that the 
Scots, like the Jews of old, would not fight upon 
any aceount, except in self-defence. 

He returned next day to his former position, and 
a few days more elapsed without may transaction 
of importanee. In the meantime, the all-ruling 
PVesbyt^ians endeavoured to obtain new conces^ 
sioos from the king. To vindicate themselves from 
the imputations thrown upon them by Cromwell, 
which taxed them with espousing the cause of ma- 
lignity, t&ey pressed hn majesty to sign a declara- 
tion, in which he should abjure all the former max- 
ims and principles of his family, express his ab- 
horrence of the conduct of his father, and of the 
religion of his mother, and promise henceforth to 
govern expressly in accordance with the moderate 
principles laid down in the Covenant, and with the 
mtevests of the Presbyterian church. Charles, for 
some time, refused to dkhoBOur the names of his 
parentsy and cowpromtBe his own politics, by sign- 
ing such a deckratioR ; but he was at length in- 
z2 
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dnced to do it by the violence with nrfiich his go- 
▼emon conducted themielFee on his refnsaL 

Fortified by this charter, which was called ** The 
Dunfermline Declaration^** on account of its having 
been constmcted at that town, the Scots felt re- 
newed confidence in the strength of their cause 
against the Sectaries. It was now with some dif- 
ficulty, that Greneral Leslie could prevent them 
firom rushing directly against the enemy. A ren* 
centre actually did take place in the neighbour- 
hood of Corstorphine. Cromwell, finding nimself 
every day grow weaker, and foreseeing that he 
could not remain another week in the country 
without a victory, led out a forlorn party against 
the advanced guard of the Scots, whom he hoped 
by this means to provoke to a general engagement. 
Ijie Scots had the prudence to retire without fight- 
ing, though rather in obedience to the command 
of General Leslie, than the wishes of the clergy. 
Cromwell was so eager on this occasion, that he 
rode a good way in advance of his men, so as to 
tempt a Scottish dragoon, who knew his person, 
from having formerly fought with him in England, 
to turn about in his flight, take a deliberate aim, 
and aideavour to bring down the arch-enemy of 
the Covenant. The ball did not take effect ; and 
Cromwell was so little affected by his danger, as 
to halloo after the retreating soldier, that " if he 
had been one of his men, he would have cashiered 
him for firing at such a dutance.*'^ 

At length, the situation of the Euglish genoral 
became truly distressing. A malady, which an his- 
torian of the time^ calls " the Country Disease," 
had got into his camp^ and affected a great portion 
of his army. His men were also beginning to 
murmur loudly regarding the cold of the Scottiah 
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donate; a grieraiice which they fek peciditt'ly 
during the night, exposed as they were on the 
hleak dopes of the PentUmd HiDs, to the eastern 
sea-blastSy which were at that period of the year 
papetnally assailing them. In the impossibiUty 
of fighting the Scottish army, Cromwell sent a 
message to its leaders, iMrqN>sing to depart frmn 
their country, bag and baggage, and leare them to 
gorem themselves as they pleased, provided they 
woidd engage not to press him in his retreat. Bat 
that <mlv inspired them with the greater confidence 
against him. They immediatdy sait ont a party 
towards Mnsselbnrgh, with the view of intercept- 
ing his provisions, and thereby reducing him to 
the point of capitidation. It was only by a coimter* 
movement of his own, which he executed during a 
very tempestuous night, that he was able to save 
himself. He drew the whole of his army, between 
night and morning, down to Musselburgh, where 
his ships were lying, and at day-break astonished 
the enemy, by showing himself in the very place 
wh«re they least expected him. He now saw it was 
time to Uke some desperate measure for his own 
relief. It was impossible to remain at Mussel- 
burgh, because he could not there fortify himself, 
80 as to hold out against the enemy for any length 
of time. The only other place between Mussel- 
burgh and Berwick, where it was possible to com- 
municate with his ships, was Dunbar; and that 
was, moreover, the only seaport on the same range 
of coast, Vhich admitted of fortification. He 
therefore determined to withdraw himself to this 
little maritime bu^, and there endeavour to en- 
trench himself till he should be relieved from Eng- 
land. 
It was on Saturday the 31st of August, that 
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hecMiinMno^ihbmeinohibleretreAt. Thatnigfat, 
before the main part of his troops had reached 
Haddington, the Scottyi ermyy which had imme- 
diately come out in- pursuit^ fdl upon his rear of 
horse, and drore it np to the rear-guard of foot. 
But a cloud, which, as he himself remarks in a let* 
ter, providentially came oyer the moon at that mo- 
ment, prerented any farther mischief. He quarter- 
ed in Haddington for the n%ht, and next morning 
drew out on a field to the south, and offered battle 
to die enemy. After brarading them for a few 
hours, without proToking an attack, he jesumed his 
march, and in the erening came to Dunbar, where 
he immediately began to entrench himself. The 
Scots followed, but not exactly in a direct line. 
Drawing off to the south, they swept along the 
slopes of the Lammermnir Hills, with the view of 
intercepdog his retreat to Berwick. Bef<Mre the 
eTMiing, they encamped on the Doon Hill, an emi- 
nence of four or fire hundred feet, about two miles 
to the south of his position ; and they also took 
eaie to possess themselves of a pass of peooliar 
inmortance, called ihe Peaths, by which lay tha 
only road from Dunbar to Berwick. 

To give the reader a more distinct idea of the 
relative positions of the tivo armies, it kiay be men- 
ti<»ed, that the town of Dunbar, where Cromwell 
was quartered, lies at the eastern extremity oi a 
tsaet> of level coctntry, extending along the south 
shove af ike frith of Forth; having the sea on one 
side, the levd country <m the other^ the Lammer* 
mtdr HiUs on a tbfrd, and on the fourth, a strip 
<if low country, akmg which peeeeds the road to 
Borwick. When the Scottish army lay on Doon 
Hill, which is the last of the Lammermuir range 
in that directi<m, they had Cronnrell Curly between 
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Aem and the sea, and it was imposuble lor Inm to 
attempt an escape by the lovr conntry on either 
hand, without the lisk of being fallen upon and de- 
stroyed, before he reached a position of security, 
or could find room to turn himself. To use a phiase 
of his enemies, he was completely weired^ or pent, 
into a comer ; and his only hope lay in his being 
able to fortify himself in his position, so as to stand 
at bay till reliered. 

The only question which then remained for con- 
sideration in the Scottish army, was, what they 
•hould do with the enemy ; — ^whether fall i^a him 
and desteoy him by the sword, or permit him to 
languish in the town, till he should deliyer l^raself 
up into their hands. -The clergy, who attended 
the calnp in great numbers, with arms in their 
bands, and composed an influential portion of the 
committee by which the army was managed, call- 
ed out in the ferrour of their enthusiasm, that they 
should lose no time to give the coup de grace to the 
accursed army of the Sectaries; and they were 
countenanced in their opinion by Warriston, who 
was, perhaps, the most influential layman in the 
council.'^ Leslie, on the other hand, along with 
his officers, contended that, by lying where they 
were, all was sure ; but that there was great hazard 
in attacking a band of gallant men under such des- 
perate circumstances. It was the opinion of this 
general, indeed, that rather than press too severe- 
Jy upon the enemy, and provoke him to a struggle 
for life or liberty, it would be better to make way 
for him, << even with a bridge of gold/' and permit 
his free departure into England.'^ It was proposed 
in the council, that they should offer him permis- 
aion to return to his own country, on the condition 
of leaving only his ordnance and ammunition.'^ The 
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impetnosity of tbe clergy, however, was desthied 
to prevail^ and before the evening of Monday, the 
2d of September, it was determined that the Scot^ 
tish army g^oqM draw down from the hill where 
it was placed, and lie in readiness to attack the 
enemy earfy next morning. 

Cromwell spent this day in a state of mind which 
it would have been difficult even for himself to de^ 
scribe. At no'point or period of his career had he 
ever been so near losing the whole advantages 
which his ambition bad gained for him, over his 
fellow men. His prospects, in whatever directaoa 
he tnmed himself, were of the gloomiest order* 
Should he remain at Dunbar, even supposing that 
he could hold out the town against the Scots, his 
enemies in England would be sure to give him up 
for lost, and, taking advantage of his helpless cir« 
cumstances, would again setup either the Cavalter 
or the Presbyterian interest ; so that, should he 
eventually break throagh his present hedge of foes, 
and return to England, he would, in all probabUi« 
ty, find the whole power of the country serried 
against him. Should ho break through the Scots, 
even with his present force, he was sure to be call-^ 
ed to a dreadful reckoning by his enemies, for the 
evil issue of his expedition. In case of the Scots 
overpowering and taking him -captive, he was, of 
course, a lost man for ever : the Ftesbyterian inte- 
rest, in that case, would once more assume an as* 
cendency, and Charles the Second would be re- 
stored, with a limited prerogative, to the splendid 
seat which he had aimed at filling. 

Such, nevertheless, was the ardent genius of 
Cromwell, that it does not appear he ever alto- 
gether despaired, during this dreadful day. He 
had shipped ofi^ all his sick men at Dunbar, and te- 
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duc^^hiB armv to about tweke thoustouL He wi^ 
^oldipg himself in readiness to put the remaincb^ 
of his foot on board his transports, and to seize 
some q>portunity of dashing, with his invincible 
bands of horse, through the lines of the enemy. 
Some lucky moment, he flattered himself, some 
especial act of providence, would still occur, to 
enable him to escape the snare that was set for him* 
«< We were sensible,'' he afterwards declared, ^< of 
our disadvantages, and experienced some weaknesfs 
of flesh. Because of their numbers, because of 
theix advantages, because of tbeir confidence, be- 
cause of our weakness, because of our strait^ we 
k|iew we were in the mount ; yet, having suppoi^ 
from the Lord himself, for our poor wefd^ faith, we 
trusted that, in the mount, the Lord would be seen 
to find out a way of deliverance and salvation for i^. 
We still had our consolations and our ho^pes.''^'^ . 
After spending an anxious forenocm in shipping 
off his si(^, and in revolving all the possibili^ of 
his situation, he called his principal ofOicers tog^ 
ther, and issued instructions to the army, that th^ 
whole should ** seek the Lord ;" meaning that, by 
a direct and simultaneous appeal to th^ Alnajghty, 
they should endeavour to ducover his intentions 
regarding their fate. When their religious exer- 
cises had been concluded, he rose up, assumed his 
wonted serenity of manner and countenance, and, 
informing those about him, that he had felt a pe- 
culiar satisfaction and enlargement of heart during 
bis prayer, bade << them all take heart, for God had 
45ertainly heard them, and would appear for them/''^^ 
It was at tbe Earl of Eoxburghe's house of Brox- 
mouth, about a mile to the east of Dunbar, that be 
jD^ade thi9 deplaration* Immediately afterwai^by 
6 
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takiBg a walk in the gardens round the house, m 
order to obtain a last snryey of the enemy for the 
ereningy^^he distinctly perceived them, through his 
perspective rlass, begm their fatal movement down 
the fiM^ of &e hilly with the view, as he rightly an« 
ticipatedy of giving him battle in ihe morning. Al- 
most beside himself with joy^ he exclaimedi in the 
accents of a sorcerer who for the first time sees 
his incantations attended with effect : ** The Lord 
hath delivered them into onr hands I they are co- 
ming down to ns 1"^ 

It was even as Cromwell snpposed. Overcome 
by^ foolidi enthusiasm of the dergy, Leslie was 
BOW drawing down his troops from their masterly 
poMtion on Doon Hill, towards a sloping piece of 
ground to the south-east of the English camp. 
They were busied all night in making we descent ; 
and it was found, at the first blush of dawn on 
Tuesday morning, that, while their Hnes extended 
upwards of a mile along the whole front of the 
enemy, they had clustered in great numbers at their 
right wing, apparently in the apprehension that 
Cromwell might assail that point, for the purpose 
of forcing a way to England. The Scottish lead- 
ers had not taken it into account that their men, 
by reason of their constant motion during the 
niffht, were prevented from enjoying that repose 
which is so necessary for soldiers before action ; 
nor had they taken care^ in their confidence of su- 
perior strength, to preserve their matches firom 
the rain which fell upon them as they were de- 
scending the hill. Cromwell's men were, on the 
other hand^ inspirited by the acceptance which they 
were persuaded their prayers had met with ; they 
were refreshed by a night of secure and comfort- 
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i^e sleep in thdr quarters ; and they had, at the par- 
ticular request of Cromwell, taken the utmost care 
Qf their matches ; which last was a circumstance of 
primary importance in the military tactics of that age. 
. The numbers of the Scots in the action, abou^ 
to ensue, were nearly twenty-seven thousand* 
The ^nglLdi did not amount to twelve thousand. 
The word of the day in the Scottish army was their 
favourite one, << The Covenant.'' The parole of 
the E^lish army was <' The Lord of Hosts." ^^ The 
signal of ^distinction for the English soldiers, was 
<< that they were to have no white about tbem."^^ 

During the night, Cromwell had resolved to at- 
tack the right wing of the Scots, wluch intervened 
between him and his own cQuptry ; and both the 
point of attack and the arrangements which he 
made for it,. show that he only ain^ed at an escape 
from Scotland* He appointed six regiments of 
horse> and three regiments and a half of foot^ to go 
to the front, under the charge of Lambert, Monk, 
and other experienced officers ; while the brigades 
of Pride and Overton, and the remaining two regi- 
ments of horse, should bring up the caimon and the 
rear. 

The alrtack took place between five and six in 
the morning, ere the sun had yet risen to dispel 
the thick, cold mists, which usually encumber the 
low grounds in Scotland during the nights of Sep- 
tembei!. The light as yet only served to give to 
the JSnglish troops a few imperfect glimpses of the 
da]?k and long-extended lines of the enemy, as they 
stretched away, in indefinite masses, through the 
Biisty which was now breaking up from the low 
ground, imder the advancing influence of mftm. 

The Scots were still moving down the hill ; and 
they had not been put into proper order when the 
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attack was made. The action commenced at the 
▼ery eastern extremity of the Scottish lines, where 
Leslie, as already mentioned, had placed most of 
his horse, in the apprehension that that woxdd be 
llie point to which Cromwell would direct his 
chief strength. ^ 

For half an honr, the battle was merely an ob- 
scm^e stmggle between the horse at the Scottish 
right flank, and Cromwell's six dragoon regiments, 
for the possession of a pass. At length, howeTer, 
» Cromwell's other troops came np, and grado- 
ally began to engage the Scottish regiments op-' 
posed to them, the fight became more general and 
extended. The Scottish horsemen, who bore the 
long lances peculiar to their country,^ and after- 
wards took to their swords, fonght with great re- 
solution ; and there were on that side two regi- 
ments of foot, which stood their ground against 
the enemy's horse till they were almost all cut to 
pieces in their ranks.^ But, as the nature of the 
ground did not permit other regiments to come up 
to ^eir relief, and as the enemy, though less nu- 
merous on the whole, had m<»re men actually en- 
gaged, it was soon seen that the fight was n«>t 
equal. Cromwell^ th^gh more thim <mce beat 
back, returned and returned to the charge, with 
that persevering solicitation of fortune, which is 
observed to be so invariably successful in the end. 
His men, conscious that every thing d^)ended on 
their own exertions, seconded his wishes, as if 
they had been part of himself. At length, when 
ibe crisis of the contention seemed just on the 
point of arriving, this wonderful man turned it in 
his own favour, by one of those strides of genina 
which distinguished him so peculiarly as a gene- 
Sa]> and as a leader oi his fellQw-men, The aim 



d by Google 



IN SCOTLAND* 279 

happening at the lucky moment to rise full and 
broad oat of the sea behind him, he exclaimed, 
with a poet's feeling, as he obserred its rays for 
the first time dazzle the eyes of the enemy, << Now, 
now let God arise, and his enemies shall be scat- 
t««d !"'^ An exclamation so appropriate to the 
excitement of the occasion, and which expressed 
so strong a conviction on lids own part of uie pre« 
sence and faToor of the God of Battles, had an in- 
stantaneous effect upon his men. Fully inspired 
with the idea that the Deity had, both on the pre- 
ceding evening, and at this moment, spoken his 
favour through their general, they fell upon the 
enemy with an impetuosity which nothing could 
withstand. The Scottish regiments, from that 
moment, to use another emphatic phrase of Crom- 
well, became as stubble to their swords. 
. A flight then ensued, ten times more disastrous 
to the Scots than the battle could possibly have 
been, though they had continued to fight till sun- 
set The horse regiments^ as they turned to fly 
from the face of the enemy, broke and routed the 
foot regiments which stood behind them. Once 
effectually disordered, it was impossible to turn 
these men, however fresh, to the least accoimt. 
It was in vain that their ministers stood amongst 
them, assuring them of victory, and implormg 
them to continue fighting. Struck with despair at 
the moment they saw the horse give way, they 
immediately threw away their arms, and fled from 
the field. The sun, at his rising, had shone full in 
the faces of seven and twenty thousand confident 
men, who, in then* unity of purpose and splendour of 
array, formed an object, so to speak, of the most 
terrible respectability. Three minutes afterwards, 
his long level rays fell upon the backs of a con- 
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fnsed and dismayed rabble, which had In a mol 
ment renounced its late noble character and power, 
and become a thing the most helpless and con^- 
temptible that could be conceived. It almost ap- 
])eared to the eyes of their enemies, that the sun^ 
or the divinity which he might be supposed to re^ 
present, had obeyed the daring appeal of Crom* 
Well, and occasioned the sudden and miraculous 
change which they now saw before them. 

In the flight which ensued, the English dragoons, 
to use the cruel language of Cromwell's own dis- 
patches, had the execution and hilling of the Scot- 
tish foot for nearly fourteen miles. Whatever 
feelings of rancour the English had previously en- 
tertained for the Scots, whether on the abstract 
score of their religious differences, or on the more 
immediate and exciting account of the taunts with 
which the Scots had treated them in their late 
day of distress,^ were now amply revenged upon 
the unhappy soldiers of the Covenant ; three thou- 
sand of whom, at a moderate calculation, were 
soon stretched lifeless upon the harvest fields in 
the direction of Edinburgh, while at least ten thou- 
isand wounded and dejected wretches remained 
prisoners on the field of battle. An extraordinary 
degree of virulence seems, indeed, to have charac- 
terised this terrible chase. In the words of da- 
tendon, « no quarter was given till the pursuers 
were weary of killing." Peculiar severity was ex- 
ercised upon the clergymen who composed so pro- 
)ninent a body in the Scottish army. Many of 
them were cut down while in the very act of 
bawling out assurances of victory to their soldiers ; 
others were designedly slashed by the Sectarian 
dragoons in the face, with the view of disfiguring 
them. 
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The people resident mi the trtct of country 
over which the chase extended, have many tnidi- 
ionary anecdotes, to show the perseTering ran- 
cour with which the English dragoons pursued their 
bloody work. One of them is of so strikiDg and 
affecting a nature, as to be perhaps w<n:thy of re- 
lation. The Laird of Lawhouses, a small estate 
about seren miles westward from Dunbar, was at 
the battle, perhaps as much from affection to the 
royal canseastothatofthe Covenant. Hefiedacrosa 
the Tyne, towards his own house, and he had just 
reached that place, which he calculated would 
be one of refoge, and was on the point of enter* 
ing its open door-way, when a drittoon who had 
foSowed hard behind him, alighted from his horse, 
and, steadying his carabine along the trunk of a 
large tree, which is still pointed out, shot the un- 
fortunate gentleman dead upon his own threshold. 

Many other men of distinction fell on this 
dreadful day; in particular, Winram, Laird of 
Libberton, one of the Committee of Estates, and 
m gentleman who had figured more or less promi- 
nently in all the transactions of the last twelve 
years ; Sir Rob^ Scott, Sir William Douglas of 
kirlmess,^'' and Sir John Haldane of Gleneagles. 
Two generations of the ancient family of Home 
of Wedderbum were killed together ; tluit is to say, 
both the Laird and the Yowng Laird^ (his son,) 
one of whom was a colonel and the other a lieo- 
tenant-colonel. There were in all eight colonels 
killed, being the fourth part of the whole number 
of colonels present. 

Among the ten thousand prisoners taken by 
CromweU, were twelve lieutenant-colonels, six 
majm^ thirty-seven captainsi seventy-fiye liente- 
8a2 
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fiants, seventeen cornets, two qoarter-maBti^, a 
handred and ten ensigns, and fifteen sergeants. He 
also t€fOk two hundred stands of colours, and thir- 
ty-two pieces of ordnance, together with all their 
arms, ammunition, tents, and baggage. In oppo- 
sition to the enormous loss of the Scottish army, 
Cromwell had only about thirty men killed 

The first of Crorawell's actions after the battle, 
was to call his men together on the field, and 
return public thanks to the Almighty for so glo- 
rious an instance of his favour. His next care 
was to provide for the relief of the wounded^ and 
the disposal of the prisoners. Not only did he 
set all his surgeons to work upon the former, but 
he permitted their relations to come to the field, 
with carts, and transport them aVay to their ovma 
homes. Being encumbered with the number of 
his prisoners, he sent a thousand of sudi as were 
wounded, in a compliment, to the Countess of 
Winton, to be disposed oi as she might think pro- 
per ; and he reletoed four thousand m<H«, duefly 
old men and boys, upon their parole. The rest 
he sent under a guard into England; whither 
they went, says Whitelocke, " cursing tfieir king 
and clergy for ensnaring them in misery." A great 
portion of these unhappy persons afterwards fell 
victims to a disease which attacked them at Dur- 
ham, in consequence of eating too freely of raw 
cabbage. The rest were sold ^ the English par- 
liament, as slaves, and sent to IBarbadoes. 

Cromwell spent the next day at Dunbar, in 
writing letters to the House of Commons, and to 
his own relations,'^ regarding his victory. The 
parliament was so much overjoyed at the intelli- 
gence, as to return him a public vote of thanks, 
and to order that all the colours he had taken 
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might be hung up beside those taken two years 
before at Preston, in Westminster Hall. They 
also ordered medds, with suitable devices, to be 
distributed among the common soldiers, in token 
of their approbation and gratitude. 
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CHAPTER XHL 

CONCLUSION. 
-«• Orieroui lui the espiatkm been." 



HOXB. 



The wreck of the Scottish army, which, as 
might he supposed, chiefly consisted of horse, fell 
back upon Stirling, without attemptbg to defend 
Edinburgh, which Cromwell therefore obtained 
possession of, without striking another blow. Mil- 
ton, in a panegyric which he wrote upon the re- 
publican genend, says, that the fame of his victory 
at Dunbar, did more for him than the victory it- 
self, as thunder is attended with more fatal effect^ 
in the terror which it produces, than what is even 
experienced from the vivid and immediate light- 
ning.^ A week, indeed, had not elapsed after 
<< the Tyesday's chase" — ^for so the battle was call- 
ed by the Scots — before he had made himself 
master of all that valuable part of Scotland which 
lies to the east and south of Falkirk, including 
Leith and the capital, and only excepting Edin- 
burgh castle. 

Severe, however, as the blow might be consider^ 
ed to the country, it was by no means a matter of 
universal lament in Scotland. The destroyed army 
had consisted almost exdnsirely of the rigid Fkes* 



d by Google 



CONCLUSION, 885 

byterifsnSy who proposed to adaiit Charles to his 
govemmeBt with the heavy restrictions^ dyil and 
ecclesiastical, which have been described. By their 
destruction, so long as the Engagers and loyalists 
retnained, Charles was rather reUeved from thral- 
dom ^an deprived of support. Accordingly, both 
he and the loyalists secretly rejoiced in the affair. 
Hiey rightly anticipated, that, to defend the coun- 
try from Cromwell, and to push the Royal and the 
Covenant interests, recourse must be had to them. 
By that means, he and his friends would naturally 
become possessed of the chief power of the country ; 
and, in the event of a triumph over CromweU, 
wotdd be able to mould the proposed reformation 
of the British monarchy to their own will. 

Cromwell would have pushed his conquest to 
Stnrling, and expelled the members of government 
^0 resided there ; but he was prevented by the 
Weather, and by the strength of tbehr position. He 
bad to content himself, during what remained of 
the season, with laying siege to Edinburgh castle* 
Here, a most amusing 9&ur took place. The mini- 
sters of the district had, after the battle of Dunbar, 
taken refuge in this castle. Cromwell, with a ge- 
nerous and liberal wish to provide for the instruc- 
tion of the people, sent up a simple note to the 
Governor, engaging to protect his clerical guests, 
provided that they would come out and resume 
their ordinal^ duties. They returned a wordy 
answer, through the Governor, professing a non- 
reliance upon his promiife, and farther treating him 
and his religious party with much abusive lan- 
guage. Cromwell received this letter with all the 
iBurprise which men generally feel, when an in- 
tended act of kindness is anticipated by a rude re- 
fusal. It was the policy, however, of his consti- 
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toentSy and it seems to haye been Gonustoit with 
his own wishes, to endeaTonr by all possible 
means to conciliate and reduce the unreason- 
able spirit which had now got into the Scottish 
PresbytcJrians ; and he thonght proper, in a reply 
at greater length, w;hich he wrote with his own 
hand, to argue the point with them, and renew his 
IMt>ffer. A controversy then took place between 
the two parties, which scarcely any person now 
living could read without a feeling of admiration 
for uie fair and straight-forward good sense of 
Cromwell, and of pity for the mean and crooked 
arguments of his adrersaries. But the most re* 
markable point about the whole afi&ir, was the at- 
tempt which each party made to convince the other, 
that t^ was << the &voured of the Lord"-— the Israel 
of modem times. Cromwell, with a spirit of ma- 
licious waggery, asked them whether the Lord had 
not declared against them, by the issue which be 
had seen fit to give to the late battle. They answer- 
ed by pretendmg that that was only a trial of their 
faith : the Lord, thev said, had thought proper to 
hide his face from the sons of Jacob for a time. 
Cromwell, however, reminded them of some ex- 
pressions they had used before the battle, by which 
It appeared, that they were prepared to consider a 
victory on their part, as an unequivocal indication 
of Almighty favour ; and he demanded, with great 
reason, that they should now esteem their defeat 
as a proof of the reverse. A regular appeal had 
been made by the two cmitendiug parties to the 
Almighty, for the purpose of discovering which he 
was inclined to approve ; and he, by granting vic- 
tory to the Independents, had fairly given the 
world to understand, that they were henceforth 
bis chosen people. 
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To say the tmtb, these unhappy enthnsiasu 
were Wonderfhlly puzzled to account for their lata 
misfortiine. Some of them, in their pulpits, did not 
scrapie to inform the divinity whom the^^ thought 
they worshipped, that it was little to them to lose 
their lives and estates ; hat they really coold not 
conceive how he permitted himself to hsesomuch, 
hy the destruction of his elect and chosen flock."* 
At last, after a good deal of heating ahoat for 
reasons, they found an excellent one in the sins of 
the king ; and him, of coarse, they immediately 
made a scape-goat, for the vincUcation of his whole 
people. At a fast which they held throughout 
those parts of the kingdom still in their power, 
they unscrupulously ascribed their defeat to the in- 
dignation of the Deity, at their complying with 
one who, in addition to his other sins, and those 
of his relations, dead and alive, had been led into 
the Covenanted work, not by real good-will ;or 
godliness, but by mere lust for an euthly crown. 
One of the most infuriate of the sect— Mr Guthry 
of Stirling— openly asserted from the pulpit, that, 
** even although the king's own heart were as up- 
right as that of King r^vid, God would no more 
pardon the sins of ms father's house for his sake, 
than he did the sins of the house of Judah, on ac« 
count of the goodness of the holy Josiah." It is, 
indeed, insinuated by an English gentleman who 
attended the court at this period,^ that, if these 
men had now got their will, they would willingly 
have surrendered the king to CromweU, as « tl» 
cursed thing that troubled the peace of Israel" It 
is at least a certain &ct, that the party now began to 
havealeaningtowardstheinvader; finding, it would 
appear, greater affinity in his political and religious 
- views to their own^ ttuoi they found in those whidi 
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4he king was begimung to nanyeat. When the 
^pwstkuL was agUs^ed in the Committee pf Estate 
at Stirling, whether the Royalists shouUi now be 
admitt€4 to the lurmy, Sir John Chiesly, an en- 
thusiast of the deepest dye, started from his seat, 
clapped his hand upon his sword, and, protesting 
that he wonld rather join with Cromwell than 
with them, left the house in a transport of indig- 
natioiu 

It was now, koweyer, seen by the amsible part 
of the nation, that the country could he no longer 
defended upon the narrow prmeiples of these un- 
worldly zealots. There was also reason to appre- 
hend that, if ^e malignants were not presently ad- 
mitted, they wonld seise the power whidb the ri- 
gid party withheld. Since the destruction of the 
sacred anny at Dunbar, the maHgnants had become 
decidedly the strongest party in the kingdom ; and 
it almost appeared that, in order to secure the go- 
vernment, they only required to make a motion to- 
wards its seat and its symbols. 

Charles precipitated the conclusion by a singular 
personal enterprise, which is known in Scottii^ 
history by the epithet of << the Start." In conse- 
quence of an arrangement with seme of the nottb- 
em cavaliers, he left Perth on the 4)th of October, 
without a single attendant, and riding with great 
speed, reached an appointed place of rendezvous 
in the braes of Angi|s, early next day« There he 
was disappointed to &id tlmt, owing to a mistake 
as to the day, none of his friends were assembled. 
He spent the night in a wretched hut, attended by 
only a few Highlanders, and next morning he was 
overtaken by a troop of the Covenanting horse^ the 
leader of which solicited him to letum. He con- 
sented to do 80, and |» arrived at Perth on die«e- 
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cond evenbg after he had left it. The insiirrec- 
tioQ contemplated by the loyalists was thus pre*- 
vented ; but the Presbyterians were, neverthelessy 
impressed with so strong « notion oi their danger^ 
that they saw fit, at once to admit him to their 
councils, and the cavaliers into their army ; only 
requiring a subscription of the Covenant as a qua- 
lification. For the same reason, they caused him 
to be crowned at Scone, January 1, 1651 ; before 
which period, Crom wdl had succeeded in reducing 
Edinbur^ castle. 

This revolution, so fiivouraUe to the king, was 
achieved by what would now be called a mode- 
rate party of the church, and was bitterly, though 
inefiectually, opposed by one of a more infuriate 
character* The former party, pn account oi their 
having, in technical language, resolived upon the 
measure, were termed BesoluUcmers f the latter, 
from their protesting against it, were called Pro^ 
tetter* ; and these two names, for many years, dis« 
tinguished the opposite religious interests of the 
kingdom. The protesters fairly seceded from any 
concan in public affairs. They endeavoured to 
erect themselves into a distinct army, under Stra- 
chan, the officer who overthrew Mcmtrose; and 
for some time they paraded through the south- 
west province of the country, professing to acknow- 
ledge no interests but those of Christ and the na- 
tion. At length, having imprudently fallen upon a 
party of Cromwell's dn^oons, at Hamilton, they 
were worsted to such a degree, as never again to 
make an appearance <m the field. It is someYHbat re- 
markable, and might almost be held as justifying 
CromweU's interpretation of the decrees of Frovi« 
dence, that this party were almost the only suffer- 
ers by the war which they themselves ha<^ coptiri-. 
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Imied so materially, by their fantastic enthnsiasniy 
to bring into the country. It is remarked by a 
contemporary historian, that, << at Mosselbargh, 
Donbar, and Hamilton, the honest men, some how 
en: other, got all the saddest blows."^ 

During the winter, the two armies lay inactive, 
Cromwell at Edinbnrgfa and Linlithgow, and the 
king at Sdrling. There was still an external re- 
Terence for the Covenant maintained in the royal 
camp. Yet iJie senliment of malignancy seems to 
have been also very predominant.* Whitelocke, for 
distance, gravely records, as a proof of the rcmi' 
pancy of a cavalier spirit, that one of the Scottish 
cdonels had been heard to say, that he hoped to 
see the day when their colours, instead of the 
watch-words they had hitherto borne, would be 
adorned with the inscription, more suitable to his 
views in taking up arms, << For tobacco, strong wa- 
ters, and 1" 

' No active proceedings took place till the sum- 
ikier was considerably advanced. At length, afta: 
CromweU had used every means to tempt the Scot- 
tish army from its entrenchments at the Torwood, 
he resolved upon the strange expedient of crossing 
over the Forth at Qneensferry, and falling between 
Charles and the country from which he drew his 
supplies. To meet a body of about four thousand, 
which he threw into Fife, the Scots dispatched a 
rather superior force, under the charge of Sir John 
Brown ; and a coUision took place at Inverkeithing, 
in the neighbourhood of the point where the Eng- 
lish had landed. The Scots, for a long time, fought 
with great resolution; the Highland portion of their 
party displaying, what might be considered, an 
extraordinary degree of courage even for them. 
Yet all was unavailing against the steady disci- 
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plinedyaloar of the republican soldiers. Two thoa- 
sand of the Scots were killed ; six hundred taken 
prisoners, including their commander ; and, amidst 
the spoils of the field, were about sixty stands of 
colours. Cromwell's party immediately posted on 
to Perth, which surrendered to them upon sum« 
mons ; and thus he had by one blow destroyed the 
value of the king's position at the Torwood. 

Charles, however, took at this juncture a step 
still more bold and dedsive than his opponent's, and 
which seemed, at first sight, calculated, in a great 
measure, to neutralize his success. Leaving him 
to enjoy the fruits of his victory at Perth, the young 
king raised the Scottish army from its position, and 
led it forward into England, which was now, bv 
reason of Cromwell's absence, quite unprotected. 
Cromwell only learned what had taken place a day 
after the army had proceeded on its enterprise. 
He immediately dispatched a message to quiet the 
alarms of his own parliament, then sent off Lam- 
bert with a large body of horse to harass the rear 
of the Scottish army ; and, lastly^ followed him* 
self, with all the strength he could muster, except 
a small body which he left with General Monk, to 
keep the country quiet behind him. Charles, who 
was now generalissimo of the army, with the Duke 
of Hamilton and David Leslie under him, march- 
ed on, with astonishing rapidity, endeavouring, 
everywhere to rouse the English capers and Pres- 
byterians. 

The eyes of all men were turned with unusual 
interest upon this expedition, the result of whidi 
was for some time very uncertain. Never, at any 
former period of the war, had the restoration of 
monarchy been so near a consummation; never 
had the republicans been so much at fiftult. Yet it 
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proved) after all, that the loyalists were not yet 
sufficiently consistent or united in spirit to achieve 
their purpose. As they marched through Eng- 
land, the Scots deserted in great numbers to re- 
gain their native country, while the English were 
everywhere prevented from joining by the vigo- 
rous measures adopted by the parliament. After 
a mardi of about a fortnight, they were obliged to 
halt for refreshment at the city of Worcester ; and 
Cromwell thus got time to overtake them. With 
an army of fifteen thousand men, the republican 
general did not hesitate a moment to fall upon the 
Scots, who were now diminished from eighteen to 
eleven thousand. It was the third of Septem- 
ber, the anniversary of the battle of Dunbar ; and 
Cromwell, to inspirit his men, had given out the 
same word, and the same signal, as on that auspi- 
cious occasion. For some time the royal army 
defended their entrenchments with great spirit and 
fortitude. Cromwell, according to his own con- 
fession, had never found so vigorous a resistance ; 
but the multitude of the assailants, which enabled 
them to attack the town on more points than one, 
proved in the end irresistible. The Scottish horse 
eventually fled in the greatest disorder, carrying 
the king along with them ; and the foot had then 
only the alternative of surrendering or being cut 
down. Two thousand of the vanquished army 
were slain, six thousand taken, and an immense 
quantity of valuable stores and baggage fell into 
the hands of Cromwell. The Duke of Hamilton 
was mortally wounded ; the Earl of Lauderdale, 
and many other noblemen, were among the prison- 
ers ; and very few of even the common soldiery 
returned to tell the tale in their own country. 
Charles himself, after a series of adventures and 
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escapes which only find a parallel in those expe- 
rienced by his grand-nephew in 174)6, fortonately 
got safe 07er to Holland. 

Cromwell, having thus successively destroyed 
the military power of the two parties into which 
Scotland was divided, found no longer any diffi- 
culty in reducing the country under me obedience 
of the English parliament. His delegate, Monk> 
experienced not the least resistance throughout 
the whole of the Lowland district, except at Dun- 
dee, which held out for some time, in the hope of 
being relieved. This town being taken after a 
short siege^ Monk, in obedience to the orders of 
Cromwell, and to strike terror into the other 
towns, put the garrison and a great number of the 
inhabitants to the sword. It was only in the 
Highlands that he found any considerable resist- 
ance. The Marquis of Argyle, who had refused 
to accompany Charles in his invasion of England, 
held out a bold front at Inverary, where he had 
assembled not only his own clansmen, but also 
some political and religious allies. Upon different 
views, the most of the other Highland chiefs re- 
fused to yield to the English. Nor did it seem 
probable, when the nature of their country was 
considered, that they would be easily suppressed* 
Argyle, however, was at length surprised at Inve- 
rary. Some of the northern loyalists at the same 
time capitulated, and others permitted themselves 
to be overawed. It is a somewhat curious fact, 
that many of both the cavalier and presbyterian 
parties in Scotland yielded to Cromwell with a 
kind of good-will, arising from the notion, that by 
doing so they were helping to distress each other. 

Scotland then became a mere province of Eng- 
land. The parliament mocked it for some tima 
2b2 



d by Google 



1294 CONCLUSION. 

with pfoposak for a federal union, and even af- 
fected to receive oommissioners from its counties 
and burghs, to sit with themselves at Westmin* 
ster ; but to all intents and purposes it was used 
as a conquered country. It was provided with 
judges from England, for the management of it^ 
courts of justice. F 
of the Independents 
mitted them to tolei 
and code of faith, t< 
warmly attached. It 
the Church of all tha 
which it had of late y 
These measures, h 
merely dictated by a 
well to rule over Sc 

there was an absolute .necessity for them. The 
different parties into whieb^ffrdt^ation was divided, 
were now so virulent agamst each other, and were 
so nearly balanced in point of power, that, if left 
to govern themselves, they would have been im- 
mediately precipitated into an intestine war, fatal 
to themselves and dangerous to England. To 
give an idea of the spirit of animosity which per- 
vaded the people, it may be mentioned, that at the 
first session of the English judges, no fewer than 
four hundred cases were lud before them, chiefly 
^sing out of private quarrels. Some of these cases 
referred to facts which had taken place twenty 
years before, and for whidi there was no better 
proof than a forced confession before the Kiric ! 
It is also remarkable, that many of the cases were 
for witchcraft. Sixty persons were accused of that 
imaginary crime in one day. The judges found so 
much malice in the charges, and so little proof to 
iupport them, that they dismissed the whole. Af- 
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terwards, however, tbe pec^le tbemselvei, thus 
disappointed of vengeance in a legal way, subject- 
ed the nnfortimate olje^^ of theur resentment to 
the most inhuman torments, insomuch as to pro- 
duce death in several cases.^ 

There was precisely the same necessity for ta- 
king the management of religion out of the hands 
of the natives.* The resolntioners and protesters 
—in other words, those who were fierce for mode- 
ration, and those who were fierce for extravagance 
^— were now so violently inflamed against each 
other, as to be a perfect scandal to the very name 
of religion. It may seem strange, yet it is per- 
fectly trae, that they now scarcely ever met with- 
out ending their controversy by an appeal to fists. 
The people themselves, whom they had so long 
wrought upon, began at length to become disgust- 
ed with their violence. In June 1652, on their 
attempting to hold a meeting at Dalkeith, ** the 
women of the town," says the contemporary his* 
torian last quoted, rose tnmultnously, and caused 
them to dissolve. Nearly about tlie same time, 
the Synod of Path, having met at that ancient 
city, to take the people to task for some Bympt<Hn8 
of a simikr feeling, ** the wives*" came up to the 
churchy bearing good clubs in their hands ; when, a 
clergyman being sent out to threaten them with 
excommunication if they did not disperse, they 
seized and beat him most unmercifiuly. Tliey 
then entered the churdi, proceeded to administer 
the same dmstisement to nis brethren ; and final- 
ly, they put the ^ole Synod to rout. So terri« 
fied were the ministers by this afiray, that one of 
them, meeting a soldier a little way out of town, 
fell down on his knees before him, and implored 
his mercy, every person appewring, to his affright- 
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ed imagiiMitieii) an enemy prepared to destroy him. 
The rest of the members^ wh^ they had got to a 
safe dUtancOy tamed round, and i^ononnced the 
town, and especially its women» accursed unto all 
time. In 1637, the same gentlemen had declared 
the female sex above all praise for their activity in 
stoning and mobbing the episcopal dergy ; but they 
now found that a bad weapon, ill •employed, may 
sometimes do more harm to him who uses it, thtm 
to those against whom it is directed. 

At lei^^, Cromwdl resolved to put a stop to 
these disgraceful scraes by utterly depriving the 
clei^ of all conventional power. In July 1653^ 
the very month when he dissolved the English 
Parliament, he also dissolved the Scottish General 
Assembly. Thare was something extremely me« 
lancholy in this affiedr; and yet, perhaps, there 
are many persons who will only consider it ridi- 
culous. The assembly met at Edinburgh; and» 
after two sermons by Dickson and Douglas, pro- 
ceeded to its usual place of session. Scarcely had 
It commenced business, when Lieutenant-colonel 
Cottrel beset the house with a company of horse 
and another of foot, and, entering in person, de-t 
manded to know if this assemblage was authorized 
by the Commonwealth of England. Being an- 
swered in the negative, he asked if it had the 
Sanction of the Commander-in-chief of the English 
forces in Scotland. This also being answered in 
the negative, he asked if it was permitted by the 
English commissioners for the execution of justice 
in Scotland. The moderator then informed the 
intruder that this was an ecclesiastical body, com- 
missioned by no less an authority than tiiat of 
Jesus Christ^ and meeting, for the sole purpose of 
promoting his interest on earth. Cottrel, however^ 
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wfeo was but ill able to appredate a cmnmismon of 
so spiritaal a nattire, immediately moimted a 
benefay and proclaimed aU judicatories nnlawfol 
whidi had not authority from the parliament of 
England. They sat still ; thunderstmek at what 
appeared so impious an insult of their sacred di- 
ploma. But Cottrel soon roused them to a sense 
of ^leir real situation, by telling them, that, if they 
did not immediately depart of their own accord, he 
would order his soldiera to drag ^m out of the 
room. When they, accordingly, left the house, he 
surrounded them with his troops, and led them 
along the streets of the city, towards the West 
Port, or gate, a spectacle of pity to the whole po.> 
puhnion. Having conducted them about a mile 
out of town, he caused them to gather into a circle 
wound him, and, having environed them with his 
horse, addressed them in a speech which probably 
expressed the precise wishes of Cromwell regard- 
ing them. He blamed them for their audadty in 
meeting, as they had done, to disturb, with their 
dissensions, a country already toomuch]divided by 
other matters of dispute. He told them to depart 
from Edinburgh, before eight o'clock next morn- 
ing, under pain of imprisonment. And he forbade 
them ever again to meet in a number exceeding 
three, if they wished to escape the same penalty. 
Thus did two companies of soldiers, at last break 
up a body, for whose interests three kingdoms 
had been agitated for sixteen years with unceasing 
war, and which had, at various periods throughout 
that space of time, seemed nearly the most influen- 
tial judicatory in the whole empire. 

Hencefortn, and ever till the restoration of 
King Charles II. in 1660, Scotland remained in 
the tranquil condition of an appanage to England, 
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kept in check by about ten thousand inen, ynho 
were dispersed orer the country in forts and 
stations, and in all matters yielding obedience to 
the great soldier who had subdued it< Its peace 
was only disturbed, during that period, by an in* 
surrection of the royaUsts in the Hig^ilands, under 
the Elarl of Glencaim and General Middleton, 
which was suppressed iJniost without bloodshed. 
The country was never in a more prosperous, more 
peaceful, or more happy condition, than during 
these few years of bondage. Its manners and 
manufactures were improved by the English sol- 
diery ; its wealth was increased by the luge sums 
(about L. 140,000 annually) which were sent 
from England to pay liie army ; and the pe<^le 
found a degree of humane justice in the EngUdi 
judges, and even in the military commanders^- 
which they had never experienced under their for- 
mer feudal masters, or under their tyrannical 
priesthood. It almost appeared from tins period 
of its history, that Scotland had never needed any 
thing to render it a happy country, but a govern- 
ment sufficiently strong to repress the religions 
and political factions by which it was torn; in- 
other words, it only required to be deprived of tho 
power of injuring itself. 
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TO 

VOLUME SECOND. 



CHAP. I.— SAVAGE or AKOYLE, AND BATTLE OF' 
IHVE&LOCHY. 

1 Red Book of Clannnald, MS. p. S& 

s Red Book of Glumuudd, MS. p. 29. 

9 Montrose Redivimt, 52. 

* QvLthtjy on the contraiy, remarks that no human blood 
was shed ; «« all the people,*' he satirically adds, «« follow, 
ing the example of their lord, and flying adso.'*— Jlffmoir*, 
174. 

^ Lieutenant-General Baillie's NairatiTe, Principal Bail. 
lie's Letters, ii. 255. 

During his residence at Killcummin (now Fort-Au. 
gustus,) Montrose drew up a Bond of Association in &. 
your of the royal cause, to which all his principal adhe- 
rents attached thehr names, either at the time or afterwards. 
It was a counterpart of the Covenant, to which it was de- 
signed as an antidote. The following copy of the original, 
in the archives of his Grace the Duke of Montrose, is derived 
more immediately from the copy printed in the ^' Histo. 
rical and Genealogical Account of the Family of MacDonald,' 
Edinburgh, 1819 ;" while the signatures are added from 
another copy in the possession of a friend. 

'^ Ane Band of unione amongst all his majesties faith.' 
ful subjects, as also of mutuall assistance and defence. 

^^ Whereas his sacred majesty, for the vindication of 
his own honour and just authority, and the happiness and 
recovery of his thralled and oppressed subjects, has been, 
fWnn all reason and necessitie, constrained to owne himself 
and their miseries, by declaring by open proclamation the 
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horrid crimes of the rebellious faction that dow so raigeth 
within the kingdom, to be most wicked and traiterous, as 
they are most unjust and unnatural, willing and requiring 
all his majesty's faithful subjects to yield by no means 
their obedience thereto, but, on the contrary, to join them- 
selves with Prince Maurice, his majesty^s nephew, and 
Captain-Cteneral ower the whole kingdome, or James Mar. 
quis of Montrose, his majestie's Lieutennent-Generall of the 
same, and to use all their best and most vigorous opposition 
against the actors and Instruments of all these abominable 
and monstrous crimes t Witt ye us, therfor, under-sub- 
scryoers, out of the deep sense of our deutie to God, our 
consdenoes, king, and native country,yea to all laws and 
justice divhie and humane, by these presents, to bind and 
obleige ouTsdfs, liks as we are by God and nature tyed, with 
our livis, fortunes, and estates, to stand to the maintenance 
of the honour and authorities of our sacred and native Gene- 
rail, contrary to this present pemcse and infamous faetione 
of desperate RebeUst now in force agdnst him ; and that we 
shall, upon all occasions, according as we are required by 
his majesty, or any having his power, or as the opportuni. 
ty shall offer, be ever ready to use all our best and most 
active endeavours for that effeet ; as also each and every 
one of us do faithfully promise mutuallie to assist one an. 
other herein, as we shall be desired, or the occasion require. 
All which, before God and his Angells, we most solemn, 
lie and upon our consciences and just sense, voluntarlie and 
sincerelie vowe and promeis firmly to adhere to and never 
to swerve from, as we would be reputed famous Men and 
Christians, and expect the blessing of Almighty God in this 
^life, and his etermul happiness hereafter. In witness where- 
if^ we have subscryuit thir resents at Killiwherme, itic 
in MS,) the penult dayis of January, the year of God, ane* 
thousand sex hundreth and fourtie-fyve yeirs. 

*^ MONTKOSE 

Airly 

Seaforth (who did not join till April 1646.) 

Grahame (Lord, ddest son of Montrose, and who died in 
March following at the Bog of Gicht, now Gordon Cas- 
tle.) 

ho, Gordon (Lodovick 3d son of the Marquis of Huntly, 
and afterward Marquis.) 

Thom. Ogilvy (Sur Thomas, killed at Inverlochy, young* 
er son of the £arl of Airlie.) 
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L. McLean of Do wart (Sir Laacblan, Baronet) 

J. MacrroDold of Eyellandtirrem, (fiar of Moydart, and 

Captain of Clanronnald, father of Donald Moydartach.) 
£. McDonald apirand of Glengerry (Eneas, afterward, 

by creation, Lord MacDonald and Arros. Ue was then 

grandson of Glengarrie.) 
Akzander MacDoimell (Col Kitoch^s son, and major- 

geBeral in the expedition.) 
Duncane Steuart fiar of Appin 
J. Grant of Moyne 
Donald Camroune tutor of Loehiel (viz of Ewon, after* 

wards Sir £wan.) 
Nat. Gordon (C^okmel, sumamed CaocTu) 
J. Gordon of Knokespic 
Donald Robertson tutor of Strowan 
D. M^Phdcsone ((Colonel Donald, killed at Aberdeen in 

1645.) 
P. Campbell of Edinample (younger brother of Sir Roi- 

bert Campbell of Glenurquhj, an active partizan on the 

Other side.) 
P. Greme 
^ohone Drummond (Sir, of Logiealmond, younger son of 

Earl of Perth.) 
J. Grame, (John, G. of Balgowan, or of Duchray, or of 

Craigie, or of Catter, or of Gartur ; all of whom were in 

Montrose's army. Graham of Gartur was Montrose's 

Commissary.^ 
James Grant ot Frenquhy (or Laird of Grant) 
Robert Gordone 
D. Farcharson 
J. Kjmnard of C!oulbyne 
Wm. Dow of Orchardwall 
Donald Macdonald of Ceippec [Keppoch] (commonly call- 

ed Donald Glas M^Ronnald.) 
A. Gordon, of Fy vie younger 
J. Martine of Kempkaime 
R. Gordone (Sir Robert 0« of Goidonstoun Baronet, 

Iounger son of Earl of Sutherland, did not declare till 
646.) 
P. Gordonne of KlrkhlU 
Johne Innes of Leuthars 

T. Mowat of Balquhal (killed at Alfoid, 2nd July, 1645.) 
^, • • • a^ • • 7/7 
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Hunch M^Leane of Lochbuy 

R. M^wir of MouDtdow (Drumdow.) 

F. Haj (Colondl Frauds, brother, as would seem, ot Wm. 
Hay of Dalgety, who also was engaged in the royal 

' cause.) 

J. Robertson fiar of Dowiiie 

L. M'Phersone 

G* Innes younger of Leuthars 

J. Gordon of Jjetterfiirey 

Wm. Gordon of Fey vie 

Alexander Dunbar of Keilboft [Kilboyak.] 

J. Abercromby 

W. Innes (Captain W. Innes of the Guards, 3d son of 
Sir Robert Innes of that ilk.) 

T. M^Eenzie of Pluscardine (Sir Thomas, brother of the 
Earl of Seaforth, seems not to have joined before April 
1646.) 

Hugh Innes 

J. Gordon of Cambarrow 

Patrick MK^regor of that ilk (snmamed Caoch.) 

William DougUs of Glenberne (Sir, Baronet.) 

Wm. Glusholme fiar of Cromlia, (married a sister of Wil- 
liam 9th Earl of Glencaim, now on the opposite side, 
but who entered into the Engagement 1648, and led a force 
for Charles II. in 1653^.) 

David Alurray of Colquhal3rie 

J.M. • • • •" 

6 John, the I^ean or Poor. ' 

7 Now Fort-Augustus. 

8 Memoirs of the Sutherland family, 522. 

9 Wishart's Memoirs, (edit. 1819,) p. 112. 

10 Baillie*s Letters, ii. 93. A letter from the committee 
of parliament which accompanied Argyle, was read in the 
house, at Edinburgh, on the 18th of January, stating that 
«( the marques had gotten a fall and disjointit his shoulder, 
but he would be weill."— JBa{/b«r'« MemoriciU of State, 
Works, iii. 256. As tlie accident must thus have occurred 
a few days before the 18th, and must consequently have been 
at least three weeks old at the time of the battle (February 
2,) it is to be supposed that there was more truth in the cava- 
li^ report, which ascribed the strange step he took to a de- 
sire of escaping the dangers of battle, than in the plea which 
his friends and himself set forward at the time, by which ^a 
whole was attributed to his inability to engage in actaitl con- 



d by Google 



MOTE8. 803 

Aiet; How strange would it now sound, were a genend tO' 
plead a broken or even a lost arm as a reason for retiring 
fnm the bead of bis troops ! 

11 His lordship took with him on board the galley, the 
Lairds of Niddry and Duncrub, Archibald Sydserf, bailie 
of Edinbnreh, and Mr Mungo Law, minister at the same 
place, who had been deputed by the parliament at £din« 
burgh to accompany him on this expedition. 

IS Remembered by Highland tradition to have been en- 
titled the **' Du Ludne." 

1' Persons specified in Parliamentary Record, under date 
of February 1 1, 1645, as forfaulted <^ for the invasione of the 
northe." 

^' James, Erie of Montrose. 
Alexr. M 'Donald, alias Colkittoches Sone. 
James, erle of Airlie. 
Sr. Thomas, and 
8r. David, Ogilvies, his Sones. 
Jon. Stewart of Aucbannachen. 
Donnald Glass M'Ronnald of Keppoche. 
David Graham of Gorthie. 
Patrik Graham, fiar of Indibrakie, 
Johne M'Colmie. 

t>onald Ro[ber]t8one, tutor of Strowan. 
Alex'* OgUvie of Innerquharitie. 
John Stewart of Shierglass." 

14 Balfour's MemoriaDs, iii. 272. 

15 Guthry's Memoirs, 180. 

16 Tradition is here confirmed by history.— See Wishart*s 
Memours, Spalding's Troubles, &c 

17 The reason of Robertson having called himself a tinker 
0eems to have been, that, as these vagabonds, though a dis- 
tinct race of people, practised the inferior departmenu of the 
^business of a blacksmith, t?uit was the meanest and most 
modest word by which he could designate his profession. 
The descendants of this hero, many of whom live in the 
Highlands of Athole and Rannodi, are to this day marked 
out and distinguished from the rest of the vast population 
of Robertsons inhabiting that district, by the additional 
name or epithet of '^ N gow chaird," that is, the family of 
tlie tinker smith. 

18 To this list of prisoners, which is derived from the 
minute and generally accurate Spalding, may be added, 
upon the authority of the Red Book of Clanranald, two other 



d by Google 



804 KOtES* 

gentlemen, the yonng Laird of Caradale, and Maclver of 
Pinginy Mor. 

CHAP. ll,^^tW& &£TB£AT OF DUKDEE. 

1 Memoirs of the Sutherland Family, 522. 

2 Spalding, ii. 272. 
s Spalding, ii 273. 

4 <^ There came parties frae the reghnents at Invemeu, 
to the place of Elchies, where the Laird of Grant was 
dwelling, and plundered the samen, and left not the ladies 
apparel, jewels, and goldsmith work, whereof she had store. 
Thereafter they plundered the lands of Coztown, because 
the Goodman followed the Lord Gordon. They came to 
Elgin, took the Laird of Pluscardine, and his brother 
Lossjme, out of that strong house belonging to Pluscardine* 
had them to Inverness, and kept them there, as they who 
had come in to Montrose.** — Spalding*! Troubles^ ii. 2761 

A Laing for a moment disturbs the smooth flow of ge- 
neral speculation, in which his " History*' consists, to re- 
mark with bitter and peculiar sarcasm upon this circum- 
stance ; which, however, is certainly after all a favourable 
point in Montrose's history. Was it to have been expect- 
ed that he would spare a house, merely because it was tem- 
porarily inhabited by a lady ? That he did spare it on that 
account, even for a composition, was certainly a stretch qf 
either gallantry or mercy. To say the least, he was more 
to be commended for what he did, than the Earl of Finlater 
was for leaving his wife unprotected in so exposed a situa- 
tion, which Spalding informs us he had done just before 
Montrose*s approach. In the estimation of an unprejudi- 
ced individual, there can be no comparison between the 
gallantry of Montrose, and the unmarUinest of Finlater. 

6 It is worthy of remark, by the way, as tending to the 
credit of the Scottish Highlanders, that, in none of the mi- 
nute chroniclers of this period, as Spalding, &c., are they 
ever mentioned as exciting fear in the country people for 
either their lives or their property. There are innumerable 
notices of the inhabitants of towns and cities flying? with 
their infirm relatives and goods, at hearing of the approach 
of ^' the wild Irish ;*' but never once is there any such al- 
lusion made to tlie other great component part of Mon- 
trose's army. It would almost appear that our mountain- 
eers conducted themselves throughout this campaign with 
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all the praprictT and diftcretion, which dUtingunbed them 
10 much. 88 soldiers during the last war. 

Prom Spalding, it appears, that this was further neoes- 
tarj, as some of the Covenanters in the north were already 
drawing to a head, and beginning to retaliate the outages 
which they had lately suffered, upon the lands of the cava- 
liers. Wishart has erroneously ascribed the withdrawal of 
the Gordons to voluntary defection. 

Guthry, 183. 

9 In a report which King Charles caused to be drawn 
up in 1639, regarding the ferries of the north of Scotland, 
Dundee is termed ^^ the biggest town almost in Scotland.'* 
.^ee the paper at length in Burners Memoirs of tlie 
Pukes of Hamilton, p. 128. 

10 Montrose Redivivus^ 65. 

CHAP. III. — THE BATTLES OF AULDEAEX 
ASD ALFORD. 

1 '' Montrose and Lord Gordon sat in the steeple of the 
church of Auldearn ; others say they sat on the Castle- 
hill."-.JIf5'. Hiit. Fraser Family. 

s History of the Family of Fraser, MS. [Advocates* 
Library, Jac v. 7- 29,] p. 34a 

3 He was executed on the road betwixt Inverness and 
Toam-na-heurich, ^^ standing on his feet," says Spalding^ 
^* and not at a post." The chief authorities consulted for 
this account of the batde of Auldearn, are the Red Book 
of Clanranald, the Manuscript History of the Fraser Fa- 
mily, Gordon's History of the House of Gordon, Gordon's 
History of the Family of Sutherland, Spalding's Troubles, 
Wishart's Memoirs of Montrose, and Guthry 's Memoirs. 

^ Guthry's Memoirs, 186. 

A History of England, iv. 533. 

Spalding's Troubles, ii. 299. 

7 History of the Sutherland Family, 526. 

8 Spalding, ii. 301. 

9 Narrative, Baillie's Letters, ii. 266. 

10 Narrative, Baillie's Letters, ii. 266. 

H He complains in his narrative, that the meal, in which 
consisted his only provision, was all done, and his troopers 
had not had food for eight-and-forty hours. 

1* Montrose Redivivus, 78. 

IS Red Book of Clanranald, 43. 
« c2 
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li Wiflhart's Memoirs of Montiose, 8to, 14& 

15 Probably the old tedinical word for a volley. 

16 History of the Satheiland Family, 628. 
n Baillie*s Narratiye, ui supra* 

18 Red Book of Clamnmald. 

19 The writer of the Statistical Accoont of the parish of 
Alford informs tis, that about the middle of the last cen« 
tury, ^' some men, in casting peats near the village, dog 
up the body of a man on horseback, and in complete ar- 
mour, who had been drowned either in the pursuit or flight 
from the engagement.*' We are also informed by this wri- 
ter, that a large stone is still pointed out by the country 
people as marking the place where Lord Gordon felL 

20 Hist. Sutherland Family, 628. 

CHAP. IV.«.iBATTLE OF KILSTTH. 

1 Hurry had deserted Baillie before the battle of Alford. 

s Red Book of Clanranald. 
^ BaiUie's Narrative, P. Baillie's Letters, n. 2fl9. 

^ The followmg camp order, written by Montrose al 
Little Dunkeld, and which I have copied from the original, 
by fkveur of its proprietor, Mr Stewart of Dalguise, may 
serve to show that, instead of being the unsparing tyrant 
he is generally represented, he was on the contrary inspired 
with an anidous wish to act with considerate moderation !n 
matters affecting the comfort of the people. 

" Orders for John Robertson oflnver, 

^^ Whereas we d& direct ane speedie order for raising of 
twa hundred cowes furth of the county of Atholl, and bring- 
ing them to the camp for present supplie of the armie, and 
to the effect that the countrymen may bear ane equall burd- 
ing, and that they may be proportionally stented, where- 
throw everie one may be bui^ened therewith according to 
his abilitie : These are therefore to will and command, mat, 
immediatelie after sicht hereof, you lay ane proportionate 
stent of the twa hundred cowes upon everie one within the 
countrey, according to his quality and condition, that everie 
one may have hirshare of the burding, and that you assure 
the whole countrymen that at the first convenient occasion 
they shall have the same repaid to them solemplie. Given 
at our campe, at Little Dunkeld, the first day of Aug^ust, 

1«45. <'M0NTtt08E." 

The principal members of this body were, the Marquis of 
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Argyle, the Earls of Crawford, Lanark, and Tulliebaidine, 
and the Lords Elcho, Burleigh, and Balcarras* 

6 Statistical Aooount of Scotland, xv. note^ 159. 

7 Guthry*s Memoirs, 191. 

8 Another instance of this strange reference for chnrch 
property on the part of Montrose's troops, is mentioned hj 
Spalding [toL it, p. 300,] as oocnrring at Elgin, after the 
battle of Auldearn, when they ^ plundered the Friary of 
Elgin, but would not bum it, being church lands." It is 
needless to observe that this respect was applied only to the 
property of the Roman Catholic or Episcopalian church, and 
did not at all extend to that of the Presbyterian divines, 
many of whom, on the contrary, sufiered very severely du- 
ring this dreadful campaign. 

9 Guthry, 191. 

10 General Ba!mt*t NatiMtvt, Baillie's Letters, IL 270, 
271. 

11 Nimmo's History of Stirlingshire, 2d edition, 533. 

12 BaOlie's Narrative, Baillie*s Letters, ii. 273. 

13 Red Book of Clanranald, 49. 

14 Carte's History of Enghmd, iv. 53& 

15 Red Book of Clanranald, 50.-J^f onteith's Troubles, 
2ia— Nimmo's History of Stirlingshire, 2d editioo, 5S& 

16 Nell Bf acVoUrieh. 

17 Red Book of Clanranald, 51* 

18 Montrose Redivivus, 1652. In << a Breviary of the 
History of the Parliament of England, by Thomas May, 
Esq." reprinted in a publication entitled, '* Select Tracts Re- 
lating to the Civil Wars of England," [2 vols. London, 
1815,] it is stated that five thousand of the Covenanters were 
killed at the battle of Kilsyth, and only those escaped whom- 
tlie wearied conquerors had not strength to kill : *^ for the 
eruel Montrose spared none ; crying out. They had no need 
of prisoners." Vol. L p. 82. 

fel796. 

90 Statistical Account of Scotland, xviii. 298 ; where we 
are farther tM that the names of places adjacent to the field 
still indicate the extent of the carnage ; as Slaughter Knowe, 
Kill-many Butts, &c 

*l The late Sir John Sinclair of Longformacus, disttn. 
guished in his day for an intense feeling of Jacobitism, used 
to tell, that he had heard the man make this remark, when 
he himself was a very young man, about the beginning of 
ihe last century. 
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ft During the battle of Kilsyth, a Corenanter rushed up 
to the Earl of Airly, and earnestly beseeched to be admitted . 
to mercy. The venerable old nobleman kindly granted his 
request, and desired him, for his own security, to attach him- 
idf to his stirrup, and so pass for his servant: But one of 
the earPs troop immediately after came up, suspected the 
real quality of the pretended servant, and, only remarkmg 
that it was too soon to take prisoners, cut him down with 
one blow of his sword.-^/^copa^» Tradition. 

S8 There was something very astonishing in the oompari. 
son between the numbers lost by the two different parties in 
this war. It was computed that, in his six victorious battles, 
Montrose slew at least sixteen thousand men, and lost on his 
own part little more than a hundred. 

CHAP. y...-8ATTLS OF PHILIPHAUOH. 

1 Baillie, ii. 159. 

s Baillie*s Letters, it 156. 

9 Baillie*8 Letters, ii. 164. 

4 The invariable word in (dd Scottish writings for the 



Outhry, 1§6. 

6 The followingcandid passage from Bumet*s Memoirs 
of the Dukes of Hamilton ought surely to be accepted as 
strong exculpatory evidence, in favour of Montrose, against 
the imputations which the modem Whig historians have 
thrown out upon his personal character. ^' Many outrages 
had been committed by his Irish and Highland souldiers, 
which had been resisted by him as much as was possible ; 
but, having no pay to give them, he durst not exercise that 
severity of martial discipline which had otherwise been ne- 
oessary. Yet all was imputed to his orders by his enemies 
who knew him not." P. 276. > 

7 The Earl of Leven, being upon the right wing of the 
puritan army at Long Marston Moor, was driven out of the 
field by the impetuous charge of Prince Rupert, and waa 
thirty miles distant,'in full retreat, when he was overtaken 
with the intelligence, (whether agreeable or disagreeable to 
him it would be hard to say,) that Cromwell and his friend 
David Leslie had gained a complete victory. 

* ^' The men of Athole and Maclean*8 men must needs 
go home, to repair their buildings, which had been burnt ; 
nor could they be diverted from it Sir Alexander Mac- 
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donaild would needs go to Argyle, to revenge the injarieg 
done to his father and Mends ; be carried 'wiw him» be&ides 
a strong party of Irish to be his lifb-gnard, above 500 Soots 
Highwiders, whom he had giuned to desert the public ser. 
vice and follow him. Alontrose dealt most seriously with 
him to have staid until they had been absolute conquerors, 
promising them to go thither himself, and be concurring 
with him in punishing them as they deserved ; and withal 
tdd him, that his separating at this time must be the occa. 
sion of ruin to them both. But all was to no purpose. He 
would needs be gone ; alleging, for a reason, Areyle's cruel- 
ties against his fMends ; tluit nobleman, he said, having four 
years ago drawn his father and brother to Inverary upon 
trust, and then made them prisoners ; since which time, his 
friends having retired to the isles of Jura and Raehlin for 
shelter, Argyle had sent the I^&ird of Ardkfailass and the 
Captain of Skipness, to the said isles, to murder them, which, 
he said, thcgr did without mercy, sparing neither women nor 
children. With such discourses he justified his departure, 
and would not be hindered.*' — GnihryU Memoirs^ 199* 
History of the Family of Sutherland, 528. 

10 September 4, 1646. 

W Gulhry, 200. 

IS Letter to Lord Digby, bearing date from the neigh- 
bourhood of Kelso, Sqitember 10, found on the poson of 
Sir Robert Spottiswood, when he was made prisoner.— ^p- 
jpendix to WUharfs Memoirs, 

13 Memoirs, 202. 

14 Lord Somerville, writer of the curious family memoir, 
entitled ^< The Memcme of the Somervilles.*' 

15 Wishart's Memoirs, 8vo ed. 1819, p. 204. 

1« Breviary of May's Parliamentary History, apud <* Se» 
kct Tracts rehiting to the Civil Wars of England,'* i. 82. 

17 Gordon's History of the Noble Family of Gordon. 

18 Montrose Redivivns, 117..Monteith, 224.— .Guthry, 

2oa 

The last-quoted auth<ff maintains that Leslie afterwards 
attempted to justify his treadierous and cruel ccmduct, by 
stating that, on receiving the royalists to quarter, he con« 
ceived himsdf onlv eng^og for the safety of Stuart, the 
adjutant, who settled the terms of surrender with him. 
Guthry also mentions that he was urged to order the mas- 
•acre not by one deittyman, but by all who were present, 
as also by several of the noblemen who accompanied him. 
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19 BailUe ^res an oblique testiinony to the truth of the 
fact, by meDUoning that, out of a thousand who were buried 
after the battle, scarcely fifteen were of Leslie's army. It 
is impossible to suppose that nine hundred and dghty-fiTO 
persons were killed out of an army so small, and which 
fought so little, unless there had been a massacre of a great 
body of prisoners. 

so Montrose Redifiyus, 119. 

SI This fact, so honourable to the king, is acknowledged 
by Baillie himself, iL 165. 

. 9S This dreadful fact rests upon the authority of Sir 
George Mackenzie, in his well-known ^* Vindication,'* and 
of Gordon, in his History of the family of Gordon. Wish- 
art first related the incident ; but having unfortunately mis- 
taken the river Tweed for the Avon, some modem historians, 
among the rest Laing, ignorant of Uie two above authorities, 
have presumed to treat it as a falsehood, because, at the time 
npecified, there was not a bridge over the Tweed betwixt 
Peebles and Berwick. As to the credit of Sir George Mac- 
kenzie and Gordon^ it may be presumed to be unquestion- 
able, as they, were men of honour, lived in the generation 
immediately subsequent to the event, and could not have 
ventured to publish an untruth which could be so easily de- 
tected. 
. S3 Baillie, ii. 164. 

CHAP. VI.^SVPPRESSXOH OF KOKTROSE's IK8UR- 
RECTION. 

1 The following letter, written by Montrose, at the Cas- 
tleton of Braemar, to John Robertson of Inver, Captain of 
the Castle of Blair, in Athole, [copied ftom the original, in 
the possession of Mr Stuart of Dalgulse,] betrays the an- 
xiety which he felt, during his southward march at this pe- 
riod, regarding the increase of his army, and, in particular, 
regarding the return of MacCol to his standard :-. 

^^ Inver, — ^I am glad of this good newes. I am ad- 
vanced this lengtib, and am, God willing, to be this night 
in Glenshee ; wherefore you will, immediately after sight 
hereof, convene the whole countrymen, and direct them to 
meit me towards Dunkeld with all possible diligence. And 
let me be advertised what you can hear of Sir Alexander, 
McDonald, or where he is, and of all occurrences in the 
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country, or what die inteUigence jou can learn. We 
icit, "Moktkose/* 

^ Cuteltoune of Braymar, 

*' 28 October 1646." 

« Guthry, 208. 

3Balfour*s Anoals, i!i. 311. 
' 4 December 4. — Baljbur*t Annals^ iii. 324. 
. 5 This is the official record of the fact in Balfour's Me. 
m<nrial8 of Parliament. The Whig historians, in their at- 
tempts to palliate what is but too clearly an abomination in 
the page of our history, have caught up the phrase, ^^ con- 
fbnne to the treaty betwein the two kingdoms," wl^ch they 
•eem to consider in itself a sufficient justification of the con- 
duct of pariiament. But how the Irish should hare become 
entitled to lose their lives in consequence of any diplomatic 
arrangements which the self-constituted parliaments of G^eat 
Britain chose to make with eadi other, is to the understand- 
ing of the present author perfectly inexplicable. 

e Guthry, 310.— Wirfiart, 8vo, 28& 

7 See the Life of Sir Robert, prefixed to his <^ Practicks,*' 
fidio, 1706. 

8 January 20, 1646. 

9 Guthry, 206. 

10 Guthry, who, as a member of the Commission of the 
Kirk, heard the report which the deputation immediately 
after brought back from the Committee. 

11 Balfour's Annals, iii. 362. 

IS He was only nineteen years of age. 
^13 Whitelocke records an amusing eircumstance regaidmg 
the methods which the Independents took in the Westmin- 
ster Assembly for bamboozUns the Presbyterians. When- 
ever these gentlemen pushed the Independents rather hard 
with quotations from Scripture, their diampion, the celebrated 
Selden, would rise up and say, <* Perhaps in your little 
pocket^bibles, with gilt leaves," (which they would often 
pull out and read,) ^^ the translation may be thus ; but the 
Greek or the Hebrew signified thus and thus ;" which in- 
variably silenced them. 

' 14 Both of these yet form part of the Scottish Confession 
of Faith. The ld|t is still a regular class-book m all the 
parochial schools of Scotland. 

15 Guthry; 222. 

16 Burnet's Memoirs of the Dukes of HamiltOD^ 280. 

17 Memoirs of Montroie, Svo, 263, 264, 260. 
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CHAP* VIL.-^6kclusiok of the civil wab. 

1 Burnetts Dukes of Hamilton, 283. 

2 The following extracts from a curious and rarepamph- 
let, entitled, ^^ The Scots Treadierous Designes Discover- 
ed,*' L^iidoi^ 1^7)1 testify the disgust in which the £b^. 
li^ at this period hdd their northern neighbours, and toe, 
moreover, wwthy of a perusal, as containing some carious 
BOtioes regarding the modes of living and dressing which 
then obtaSied amimg the Scots. 

^ As for the pulpit-clutching dergy, they (the people) 
must needs hate them ; for, before the bishops began to rule, 
there was a t(deration of nonsense throughout the kingdom. 
When now it was not stamping, knocking, and pronoun, 
cing dreadful damnation, that procured Mass John a bene* 
fice i but now, before he can be trusted widi a parsonage, 
he must be cxpahh of i^>eaking mild soMe, for fi^ of com* 
mitting violence on the cushion ; and this was sufficient to 
cause the dergy to convene. Thai foe the plaine, down- 
right, cale-eating Blew-cap, judge you but his just cause 
of convening ; for before bishops came in> then was the bug- 
breeding Scotch cloth all in £uhion, from the mightie Ma- 
d*m in ^e matted diamber, to Muckell Maggie on the 
midden ; and then could Sandie's wife and three beamet 
eaddle their eighteen-pence a weeke at spinning ; but now» 
since the prelates brought in idolatrous lawne sleeves, tww 
it is growne so common, that every gill-flirt must have a 
cotget on't, and hold the comely Seotdi dothin disdaine. 
This reason I suppose sufficient for bluc^bmsked Jockieto 
convene. 

• • • » 

^' And there [Irdand, whither the Soots sent an army to 
assist the king] you comjdained that your men wanted 
breeches and dioes. Why? It isnotunlmown tothewo " 



that most of your natioa, till diey oame into England, did 
«carce think tiieie were any sudi things inddent to nature ; 
for ye are not only bom without breeches and shoes^ but 
bred without them, and bdng not ase4 to them in your in- 
fimcy, I wonder how you hs^ impudeBce to eomplam for 

want of them in your age ! 

• • • • 

'^ A guard he had, [that is liie king, when the Scots ar- 
my kept him at Newcastle,] but no devouion of bull-beef; 

7 
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fbr ilnce their first existence they never tasted tnffl^ be- 
jond tripe sbd lifers ; instead of the honourable badges of- 
York and Lancaster upon their back and breasts, they wore 
the livdy achievements of Aberdeen and Dundee, with ]e« 
gions of puissant lice traversing their scab-benxmntained' 
bodies. 

(This refers to the dress of the attendants imposed on the . 
king, in place of beef^^aters.) 

• • • • 

■ ** On this occasion, the Scotch Leazds were at the charge^ 
•f putting themselves m boots and hats, which thing neither 
they nor their predecessors ever knew since the time of Ju«. 

das Iscariot, who was the patriaike of the nation.*' 

• • • • 

' 3 Sudi is actually the sum mentioned by Oathry, (Me- 
moirs, 212,) as what was chai^sed by England finr this ar^ 
tide. 

* Guthry, 238. 

« Saturday, January 18, 16i7« 

6 Memoirs of the Dukes of Hamilton, 311. 

7 Bishop Guthry*s account of the disbanding of the army, 
and subsequent disposal of the money, is drawn with the sa- 
tirical pen of a partizan, but is probably near the truth.— 
See his Memoirs, 

8 Genealogical History of the Family of Sutherland, by 
Sur Robert Gordon of Gordonstoun, Bart. Edin. 1813. 

9 1646^ust as die negotiations for the veoditiim of die 
king were ^wing to a dose. i 

10 History of the Sutherland Family, 537. 

11 Guthry, 242. 

IS Of Neaves, who was nephew to Andrew Cant,, and OM 
of the most furious zealots of his time, Wodrow gives the 
following account :— ^^ This excellent man was the Earl of 
IfOwdon's minister, and very much valued by his lordship, 
and therefore must be attacked now. He was. a person of 
very considerable parts and bright piety.. There is a hand- 
some paraphrase of his upon the Song of Solomon, in Latin 
verse, printed ; and I have seen some accurate sermons of 
his upon Christ's temptations, which I wish were printed." 
He was minister of Newmills, in Ayrshire, the parish in 
which Lord Loudoun resided. 

^ IS See Extract from Sir James Turner's Manuscript Me- 
moirs, in 8vo edition of Wishaxt's Montrose, [Edin. 1819], 
pp. 59, 70, 71, 72, 73. 

TOL. II. 3 B 
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14 Kxtnct frOBiSIr James Taiiier*t MS. pniiled in Mtet 
to Kirktoo*s Secret and Tme History, p. 45. SiiJMncsis 
here, I MD dispo s e d to sopeot, o nn cwg osiuri ly sevens In hit 
censure of die Chief of Madfan ; as, in all piobabUity, tfae 
sixteen Insh weio only sacniBed fat the pmpose of saving 
a greater number of his own dan, or, more probably still, 
could not be preserved by any means. It nrast also be hint- 
ed, as a palliatioa of die crnelty whkh the dan Campbell 
diq[>layed in this enedidon, that t^ had sufifered most se- 
vocly £pom tfae Irish and other adhennts of MacCol { even, 
it is piobahk, to the extent of dieir having had many frkiids 
and vasials kflkd in cold blood by the tener at least, if not 
by the MacCovls and MacDmnaWs idso. 

CHAP. VIII.«^A«cxxDEircT or turn iki^pxhd. 

BlTTOf Aim BXBCYJTIOy Ol* TBX XIlf«» 

1 Guthry, 261. 

2 Balfour*s Annaks, iiL S9& 

3 Baillie, IL 384. 

4 BaliUe, iL 396. 

5 Menoirsof the Dokies of Hamilton, 355. 

6 Rnshworth's CoUectisDS, vii. 1193. 

7 Carte's History of Enghmd, iv. 589. 

8 Quihry, 295. 

CHAP. IXh^-cbaxactsk of axotle's fiOTXmX- 

MXKT. 

1 Salmasias, in one of the controversiid pamphlets which 
he wrote against Milton, In hmnx of the royal cause, says, 
with qnamtness, but also with truth, ^' Presbytsiiani ]^&* 
rant, Independentes truddirunt.'* 

s It should be mentiooed that, on die 6th of Fetoiary, 
(namdy, on tfae Monday succeeding the Tuesday on which 
the ki]]^ was executed,) C3iorles tlM Second was nodakaed 
Kng of Great Britain, Ffance, and Irehmd, at the Cross of 
Edmbusgh. The news of tfae lung's execution was bronght 
to Edinburgh by one Lieutenant Gowan, (an officer in Stnu 
Chan's tro<^ of faoise, and therefore probably of Independent 
principles,) whom the Tory bis tsr ian s assert to have bee» 
ofesent on the scaiSdd, and who was even said by many to 
have actedas tberovalexeciitieiier-JBee Father Hay's MS* 
Adv. Lib. a 880. 
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i Tluit, ev«n hdkn thm petM, a dtgtm of 'mmmikj had 
<iT«rtak0D at least the ckrgf. Mens to be dearlT indicated 
bf the feUofring tpeciraeo of a sermoii pieaehea 1^ one of 
them, in 8t Gflee*t Church, at £dmbargh, IMt. K.B. The 
miniiter was a Bighlander; and the pablieation is theva. 
foie entitled » The Redihankt* 8€natmJ'*^lL9ntkmy print'^ 
tdfof J. Jla^.] 

Tot— '' ZioB Is womded, and I will heal l»r, saith the 
Lord.'*— ^irrvmlaA, t. 99. 

'* I fteed not trouble yon to set IbrUi who is meant by 
Zion 3 ye all know very wdl tfiat it is the poor Chnreh of 
Scotland, who is now wounded in her head, her heart, in 
her hands, and in her leet. 

** In her head by sofenMociit, in her heart by doctrine, 
in her hands by discipline, and in her feet by worship^ 

^ First, she is wounded in her head, when she hath got 
■ueh a dadi as hath made all her braines clatter again, luid 
almost put her beside her five senses. 

^ Pint, in her seeing $ for she could once have seen as 
well as any Christian Imrk, but now she cannot discern be« 
tween that and true leligioa. 

^ Secondly, she is wounded hi her hearing % i^ could 
hate distinguished the sound of the Gospel and the reign 
of the Law, but now, since the organs came in, she is grown 
as deaf as a doov-naUe. 

^^ Tiiirdly, she could hava sndled as wdl as any other 
kirk ; but now, having smdled the whore of Babyfon, she 
is so sensdess, that, bimg the stinking Popish trash vndsr 
her nose, it will seem as sweet as a rose. 

«« Fourthly, she could have tasted as w^ as the best ; 
but now she halh tasted the Papers idolatry, she oannot re. 
lisk her Isrmer food. 

<< Lastly, she wasso nnie and tender, that she would not 
touch any thhig which had been corr up ted; but now she 
haA tsuehed some Popish pitch, and how can she be but 
defied r TheapplieatioiiMkiws. 

*^ You see how ^ hath afanost lost her sens e s ; aad you 
that are old mlm have seen her ministers gfdng in good old 
short doaks, widi round black velvet caps, which Ut^ 
doaks turned more louls to CM than ever the old gowns 

> • • • • 

<< Now Icome to tell yon how she is wounded in her feet; 
that is in the worsMp of the l^rk. The ofllce of the feet 
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ift to travel willitl< iuid tlwj httie made a very hadmey of 
Bdi(^. The Kidc was once a bomiynag, and so ytittf^ 
that many thought it pity to ride her ; till at last the Bish- 
ops, those Tank riding loons, got on her back, and then she 
.trott^ so hard that they conid hardly at first well ride her ; 
yet at last they so cross4egged and hopshacUed her, that 
she became a pretty pacing beast, and so easy, that they 
took great pleasure to ride updn her. But now, what with 
their riding her up and down between Edinburgh and Lon^ 
don, (and one joitfney to Rome too,) they had givea her sie 
a sore heat, that we haye been this twelvemonth walking 
bar up and down to keep her from foundring. 

^^ Nay, they hare not only made a horse, but an ass also^ 
of the Kirk of Scotland, yea an ass worse than Balaam's 
was. Balaam, ye ken, was ganging a great way, and the 
errand, ye ken too, to curse whore the Lord had bksMd. 
And the angel first met him in a broad way, and the ass 
boggled and startled. But Balaam beat the ass, and got by 
. the angd $ and so was our Kuk beaten unreasonably, when 
Jipiscopacy came on her ass riding amongst us. 

^^ Afterwards, Balaam met the angel again in a straiter 
way, and then the ass startled more than before. Balaam 
beat her again worse than he did before ; so was our Ejrk 
kickit, and very shrewdly wounded, when the biriiops 
brought in the five articles of Perth amongst us. 

«^ The third time, the angd met Babuun in so strait a 
lane, that ^ ass could not pass by ; and Balaam beat the 
assagain. But the Lord made the ass to speak, and reprove 
him for beating her ; and then God <^>ened Balaam's eyes^ 
^o the bishops, being blind as Balaam, have ridden and 
beaten our Kirk so long, and taken us at such a strait, that 
we were e?en ready to be destroyed. But God haA heard 
our cry, and we pray him also to open the eyes^of our ad- 
versaries, who were even as blind as Balaam, and were gomg 
as unlucky a way as he ; for they were posting to Rome wi£ 
a pockmanty behind them ; and what was in the po^manty^ 
tiow ye ? marry, even the Book of Common Prayer, the 
book of Canons, and orders of the High Commission. Now, 
as soon as the ass saw the angel, she fidk to flinging, and 
over goes the pockmanty, and it hung on one side of the 
ass by one^ string, and the bishops hang by the hamme on 
the other side ; so they^hang across the ass, 4ike a pair of 
panniers, fall of Popish trash and trinkets. Fain wotiM the 
blind earle have beei^ on the saddle again, but he could not; 
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1U13F, M hd bMu be let right agiiBy he wmOd be eaneoifc to 
]«i?e the pockBMBty tamemg^ ms. Bal let bw exhort yt, 
dear biethrea, do not let racb a swhiger ride any hone upon 
jrour Religion ; f^r if ye do, he will be sure, one tfane oc 
other, to get the poekmaotjr bdiind him again.*' 

In addition to thb ootrageons nonaciiie, may be qmoted 
the pereratioB of apamphlet, pabliahed by one of the nmo 
party in 1640 :— . 

^ This (namely, the deetiucth m of Ga^dickm and Epif. 
oopaey) would nudce the Lord of heafen and eavdi to eay, 
Inop down, ye heavcDf, ftom abofo, and let the sldee poor 
down lighteottsneti t let the earth open, and let than bring 
ftith aahatioii ; and let righteoMtnees ipring np together i 
J, the Lord, ha^e created it.*' 

< It it but too glaringly dbaenrable, ftom « Lamont's 
IHaiy,** a ehfooide of fbrnuiar incideBts, written about thai 
period, dttt, by attempchig to refine the people to a degree 
of purity wludmatoredoee not aDow of, the clergy had only 
plunged them into die opposite extreme of exceesire and 
unnatural vice. A glance at the volnme will be suflicieBt 
to explain, what can iMte be only hinted at in tUa delicate 



Aeooidmg to Nichol, in hit Diary, << Much lUiet and 
eheitthig wai daylie deteddt at Aie time br the Lordiiof 
Sesrioune ; for the whilk Hbue wae daylie nangfaig, sknr* 
ging, naflUng of Inggle (cort), and bmding of pepm to tiie 
trone, and boring oftonguee; io durt it was ane fatal yeii 
for fids Botaris and witnesses, as daylie experience did wit« 
nessb And as for adnltcrie, fomieatioBn, inocst, bigamie, 
and uther unekannes and Midlines, it did nefir abound moh 
nor at this tyme.** 

««At this tyme also,** says Nidiol atanodicr place, <<my 
Lord Lhiteun was excommunicat and waidit {imf^riMmedyy 
for taking in marriage die Lord Seytonnes relict, dochtor to 
the kte Marquis of Hundy, scho bring exoemmunicat for 
Ptoperie.** 

« The pride and insolence to which this bo^ had been 
raised by the adulation of the people, and die courtship of 
men of rank, is said to have been now far beyond any diing 
of die kmd ever exhibited by biAops. *^ At one of their 
meeUngs,** says Father Hay, ^ where I happened to be iB« 
cognito, agendeman who had been in the engagement came 
f<^rward, and deshred to be again recehred into the good 
fiaces of the k)^k) deriarhig that he could haidty get UTcd 
2j>2 
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in Ae oosmry tm he Aia 80. Bat Uit Modafttior*« answer 
was, lliey would not hear any such desires-— they b^oved 
to be supplkiMed. S«eh pride was never in prelates.'*— 
Memoirs^ Adr. Lib. iL 9&0* 

5 It is curious to observe the Whig historians talking 
wiA complacent respect of this government, as one founded 
in the consent of the people, and therefore the best of all 
possible, governments. It may be sufficient here to observe, 
that, in consequence of &e proscription of all persons of a* 
contrary way of thinking, tiie pretended parliament itself 
did not contain a ifth part of the nobility of the country. 
On one occasion, (May 2a, 1649,) it sat<U>wn with only four 
lords, and fewer than twenty banms and burge88e8..-JB«^ 
four's Annales^ iii. 407* " ^ 

^ Lest the picture given in the text of- the tyranny now 
exercised in Scotland by Argyle and the Church may be 
hardly credited in this age of scepticism, the sentimeiits of 
WL,fHend of the Church of Scotlimd regarding it, may be 
given as a proof. Spang, the author of ^^ Historia Mor*. 
tuurn,*' (resident abroad,) in a lett« to his.friend Baillie, 
thus speaks of their pfoceediogs regarding the Engagers :— 
*^ Neither shall ye ever have sure peace without rescinding 
then last acts, in which yon raAk thosfe Whom you are pleased 
to call malignants into four classes. Passion has been too 
great in that act ; for it is judged a greater sin not to protest 
against the engagemoit ^an to be an ordinary drunkard, 
since it is declared punishable witii a more severe punish- 
ment. Both friends and enemies have told me that this sa- 
voured much of the Romish severity, wh^re eating of flesh, 
qetng a transgression of men's law, is more heartily punished 
iban notorious transgressions of God's.'* ' Spealang of th^ 
moderate clergy, whom the fanatidB had d^nraed in great 
numbers, f<n suspected loyalty, the same author uses the 
ibllowingmost remarkable and too truly propheticexpression. 
*^ It will be better to let your sails fall somewhat lower in 
time, before a storm compel you ; or ye, who think God so 
hi^ly Verified by castifig out your brahren; and putting 
so many to begguy, making room by sudi depositions for 
young youths, who are oft miscarried by ignorant zeal, may 
be made, through your own experience, to feel what it If, 
• n?nch now^ wUhcfut pity, it executed upon others. Gene- 
rally," he adds, *^ the great power which the commission of 
the Kirk exerdses, displeaseth idl." 

At the same time, to vindicate the picture given of Ar- 
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gyle's' g tt v e i p inent, one ciicnin«tftiice may be motioned. 
«' As to the Act of Judicial Robbery, [that is, the act for 
the filing of the Engagers,] it was so strictly put to execu- 
tion, that Argyle^s creatures, commanded by him, had their 
espials at pubUe inns, private lod^ngs, stables, and where- 
erer strangers did alight at their coming to Edinburgh for 
their afiairs ; and presently, albeit they had not whereon to 
subsist, they must be charged with homing to lend money 
to the public, as it was called ; else present imprisonmoit. 
Now, what soumes were by this ju^dal robbery exacted, 
let any rational man judge, when none in this part of the 
kingdom escaped the kuui.*'— JJay*« MemiAn^ MS, Adv» 
£,«d.iL378. 

The testimony of another writer of the day, and of one 
who was originally a Presbyterian, may be added. The 
following amusing passage occurs in Sir James Balfour's 
Annals, under the f^^pellation of ^' a Merry JetU .***— > 

*< August, 1649. The present governors of the kingdom 
have many excellent wayes and avenues to get money ; 
insomuch, when the cow slacks, they have a way to press 
the nipples. Like Prospero Golonna's goose, they plucke 
the old feathers of the oppressed gentrey, burgers, and com- 
mons, that Ae new ones may grow the faster. In these pil- 
fering devices, the Chancellor, (the Earl of Lowdoun,) the 
llegister, Johnston, and some of the leading ministers, and 
others of their accomplices, excelks. 

^' About the latter end of this past winter, Mr Robert 
Faiquhar, in Aberdeine,, being fallin in dislyke with the 
Campbells, and the present governors, for his agility in the 
late expedition to England, being then commissary for the 
north shires, was now called to ane accompte, and summon- 
ed to Edinburgh for that end. , He was grately perplexed, 
fearing that if he came in their handes, without some holy 
recommendation, per expressum, notwithstanding the natu- 
rall dryness of his lank leane body, yet they wolde so squisae 
him with their screwes, so long as they ooulde perceive any 
aoomfortble juice in him, that hereafter he woulde look more 
like ane thunder-slaine, than a living creature. But he, a 
subtle crafty fellow, having vexed himself a long time what 
course to take, to evite the racke and gins laid for him, at 
last bethinks himselfe of one way of addresse, as the most 
jMsured of all others, which was thus : — 

^' The time of his compeirance at Edinburgh drawing 
near, (for he behoved to take journey on Monday^) he caufsd 
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hit wife against Sunday niglit make good diioe, and sends 
a particular confidant of hk to Mr Androw Cant, the mi- 
nister of Aberdein, (one whose northeriy motion had a great 
influence on the south, he knowing arcana imperii,) to in« 
▼itebim to supper. He refuses to come once, twice ; at last 
Air Robert rescuTes with himaelfe to have him at aney rate, 
and forthwith goes to his house himselfe, and very earnestly 
in submissive and humble terms, intreats him to let him be 
hoDOttred with his company at suppes. The minister re« 
Aises, iniespeet of the coldness of tae night He still urges 
him to go, promising that he should find ane sure antidote 
for aney cofde. At last, being overcome by Mr Robert's 
importunity, he goes home with him, (all this time it is ob* 
servable how he called him na other but still Mr Robert,) 
and being sett by the fyre, and made verey welcome, Mr 
Robert goes to his doset, tanA. brings to the hall a gonne of 
black velvett, lyned with mastridies, and wold have Mr 
Androw put it on, which, with small intreaty, he did. 
(Thereafter, in all his discourses, he calls him either Pro- 
¥0st or Ooramisiazy, and not Mr Robert) So, having supt 
and madea pUntifol meall, and being agaJne set by the fyre, 
Mr Robert asks the ministtf, if he had any service to com« 
mand to Edinburgh, for he was dted to appear there before 
the parliament to make his accounts, and therefore besought 
Mr Androw that he wold fecommod him to some of his 
most confident fHends, which he promised to do. At last, 
bed-time drawing near, Mr Andiow rises to be gone, and 
volde have castin off the gowne; but Mr Robert intreated 
him not to do ao, nor wrong him that far, in respect he had 
brought him from his owne hoMs in so cold and rigid a 
night, to partake of a homely fore, for no ether end but to 
bestow that diamber gowne upon hiv, as befitting his age 
and gravity, wishing it had been better for his cause ; bat 
sudi as it was, he humbly intreated him to accept of.it, as 
ane assurance and token of his love and affection to him ; 
which Mr Androw did without more ceremonies. So Mr 
Robert did accompany him home, with his gowne on his 
shoulders, and at pairting, Mr Androw told him he should 
not do weal to go without his letters. He said he wold not 
To-morrow, he got his letters, one to Argyle, ane uther to 
Lothian, and the third to the Register Warriston, with two 
more to some ministers ; whidi made hhn welcome to £din« 
burgh, and afterwards to dance about tint fyre which, as 
he foared, was so nigh, if not to bum hhn, at least to scald 
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him Tory' sore. This history F had from a Tery confidant 
and intrinsic friend of Mr Robert's, who had it from his 
awen mouth, and told it me the iOth of September 1649." 
m^Balfimr'i Anndki, iii. 428, et teq, 

7 This is evident from the letter he addressed to Mon. 
trose, Sept. 19, 1659, from St Germain's. Appendix to 
WitharVi Memoirs, No. XV. 

CHAP. X.— MoKTR08E*8 Secokd Campaiok. 

^ Hume's History of England, chap. Ix. 

> When in France, where he spent two years, he had 
the offer of the appointments of General of the Scotch in 
France, LieutenanuGeneral of the French army, and Cap- 
tain of the gens-d'armes, with an annual pension of 12,000 
crowns, ana a promise of being promoted to the ranV of 
Mareschal, and to the Captaincy of the King's Guards ; 
all of which preferments he dedined, in the prospect of 
serving his own king. — Letter of Archibald Napier j I4th 
June^ 1648, in possession o/D. Napier. 

S These verses appear set to music, in a work entitled, 
^* Songs for one, two^ and three Voices, with some shdrt 
Symphonies, collected out of the Select Poems of the in- 
comparable Mr Cowley, and others, and composed ^by 
Henry Bowman, Philo-Musicos." 2d edition, printed at 
Oxford, 1679. 

4 Balfour's Annales, iiL 440. 

5 The answers of the Estates and Kirk to the '' scanda- 
lous pamphlet of James Graham," was '' solemplie pro- 
damit and publist at the Mercat-croce of Edinburgh, (Feb. 
9, 1650,) by ane macer, with the sound of many trum- 
pettis. For the publishing thereof, ane scaffold was erectit, 
with ane fire ttiereon, set up in a chimnay, whereat the 
commoon hangman of Edinburgh and toun-officeris did 
stand in thatr ordinarie apparell usit at such a business. 
And there, after reading of this answer of the kirk and 
state fullie and at length, and after sounding of four trum- 
pittis on the Croce, the hangman threw that forsaid James 
Graham his dedaratioun in the midst of the fyre, set thair 
on a scafibld, on the eist side of the croce, as worthy of 
newes being pnbl|st by that exoommunicat traitor."...JVi. 
ehoFs Diary, AIS. Adv. Lib. 

6 Nichol's Diary, MS. Adv. Lib. 

T Memoirs of the Sutherland Family, 552. ^ 
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8 Memoirt of the SutherUnd Familjr, 552, 653. 

9 Balfour*! Annales, iy. d. 

10 Balfour's Annales, iv. 9. 

11 Letter, dated July 28, 170T, firom a man of the name 
of Robert Ghurdon, resident in the parish <^ Parton, in 
Galloway, whose father rode in Colonel Stzaehan's troop. 

15 The rocky hill where the fightiog, such as it was, 
chiefly took place, is called Craigcoynichan, (i. e. the Rock 
of Limentation,) in consequence of the slaughter.— <S'te^w- 
tical AccoufU ofihe Parish of Kincardine. 

13 Father Hay*s Memoirs, iL 383. 

1^ Nidiol's Diary, MS. Adv. Libr. Montrose's own 
men, on this occasion, were dad in buff-coats, whidi leach- 
ed to their knees.— Letter quoted, ut tupra, 

1^ SutherUnd Memoirs, 655. 

16 Peterkin*s Notes on Orkney, Appendix. 

CHAP. XI.P-i«]fOKTR08JE:'s CAPTUBS AND 
XXECUTIOK. 

Common's War of England, 100. 
< Sutherland Memoirs, 565. 

5 Wishart's Memdrs, 8to ed. 377* 

* Mackod of Assynt got four hundred bolls of meal 
firom General Leslie, in reward for hb service.— ^See his 
Indictment, Criminal Records, 1674.) He was tried at 
Edinburgh after the Restoration fbr his treachery ; but the 
unpopularity of Montroae's son with the cavaliers, with 
some other circumstances, saved him fiom cnndanrmatiffln. 

.5. Letter quoted, ut tupra^ 

6 Nichol's Diary, MS. 

7 Memorie of the SomerviUes. 

8 Wishart*8 Memoirs, Svo ed. 382. It ought also to he 
mentioned, to the honour of this andent and distiagnishfid 
burgh, that it afterwards xofuaed the horrible honoui of 
having a limb of Montrose stuck iq» at its ports.«*^atA#r 
Hay*t Memoirty ii. 388. 

9 It might almost be said to have rather commenced at 
Leith ; for Heath, in his ^^ Chronicle of the Late Intcstiae 
War,*' relates, that he was not allowed any beCter convey- 
ance between that town and the capita^ than a miserable 
cart-horse. 

10 Nichol's Diary, MS. 

ti Sentence of Padument, Balfour's Annales, iv. 12^ 
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IS Monttiith's Hktory of the Troubles, 512. 
19 M onteitii, who records this circumttaoGe— nS'i^tf HitL 
of the Troubks^ &l% 

14 This fact, wfaidi will hoidly be credited in the pre- 
fat age, and which i# hardly credible, I state upon the 
suthodtj of a Tory pamphlet puUished since the Revolu- 
tion. 

15 Monteith, 612. 

16 Wishart, 366. 

17 Wishart, 386. 

18 Balldar*8 Amnkf^ iv. 14. 

19 Wishart, 387. 

SO RandOlac Redifivws apud Corkton's Church His- 
tory, lidte^ 123. 

21 Balfiwr's Anaales, iv. 16. Relation of the ExecuUon 
of James Graham, Limdon, 4to, I650...-^ccount of the 
Condemnation and Execution of die Marquis of Montrose, 
apud Kirkton's Church History, note^ 124. 

tt Wishart, 389. 

29 Monteith, 514. 

2^ Balfour's Annales, iv. 16. 

25 M«»nteith, 514. 

26 Whitekcke*8 Memorials. 

27 Balfour's Annales, iv. 13; where it is afterwards 
added, (hat *^ he (Montrose) behaved all this time in the 
house with a great deal of courage and modesty, unmoved 
and undaunted, only he sig^ied two several times, and rolU 
ed his eyes along aU the comers of the house. At the read« 
ing of his sentence he lifted up his face, without any word 
speaking. He looked somewhat pale, lank-fkced, and 
hairy.''— P. 16. 

28 Cardinal point. 

29 The Whig histonans think it not beneath them to 
depreciate these impromptu verses ; and also the still su- 
perior stanea on the death of the king ; but the opinion of 
Voltaire may peihaps be allowed some we^ht in opposi- 
tion to such distempered critics.—^' Ce toive homme," 
says the philosopher of Geneva, *' dlt i ses juges, qu'il 
n'etsit filcfatf que de nVnroir pas assez de membres pour 
«tre attaches K toutes les portes des viUes de rjBurope, 
comme des monomens de sa fidditfe pour son loi. II nuit 
tn^me oette pens^ en dstez leaux vers^ en allant au sup- 
plice."--^»ja{ mr VHUMre Ofnirak. 

Whatever may be the poetioil merit of MoDtrose*s com- 
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potitioni, it' muit be at leMt aUowed that tliej are ex- 
tnmdy ehtiacterittic of hit own ardent and aspir^ mind. 
The foUowing little poem, which, I believe, was never be- 
fore printed, is perhaps die most characteristic of all his 
compositions. It is copied firom a Manuscript Gollec« 
tion of Scottish Poems and Fasquils, collected, about the 
end of Uie seventeenth century, by Dr David Gregory, Sa- 
▼ilian Professor at Oxford, and now in the possession of 
John Gregory, Esq. Advocate, Edinburgh. 

MONTROSE ON HIS OWN CONDITION. 

I would be higli, but that the cedar tree 

b Uitttred down whilst imaUor durubt go ftee. 

1 would be low, but that the lowlr gnat 

la tnunpled down by each unwmruiT au. 

For to be high, my means thev will not doe} 

And to be low, my mind it will not bow. 

O Heavens ! O Fate i when will you once agree. 

To reconcile my mean^ my mind, and me I 

M One of these persons being asked if nothing would 
aatisfjr him but that be must torment the last houn of an 
unfortunate man in the way he did, answered, that he knew 
no other way to humble his proud spirit, and bring him to 
God.-..^eatA*« Chronicle of the late Jntettine Wary folio, 
263. 

31 Relation of the Execution of James Graham, Lon- 
don, 1650. 

3f Balfour's Annales, iv. 19, 20, 21, 22. 

^ Montrose Redivivus, 182. 

After hanging the three full hours decreed by pwlia- 
ment, Montrose's body was cut down, when, according to 
Nichol, he fell upon his face, ^' nane being there to coun- 
tenance him but the executioner and his men. His held, 
twa leggis, and twa armes,*' continues the diarist, ^' were 
taken fra his body with ane aix, and sent away and fixed 
at the places foresaid. His body cusseu into ane little strait 
kist, and taken to the burrowmure of Edinburgii, and bo- 
ryet amang malefactors.** 

^' *Tis said that Argyle wept at the recital of his death 
(for he was not present at the executiom) Howsoever, they 
were by many called crocodile tears, how worthily I leave to 
others' judgment. I am at least sure no sudi sign appeared 
\si his son Lord Lorn, who, having neither so much tender. 
ness of heart as to be sorry, nor |k> much paternal wit as to 
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dissemble, entertained his new-made bride with this spec- 
tacle, and mocked and laushed in the midst of that weeping 
assembly. He even stayed to see him hewen in pieces, and 
triumphed at every stroke wtuch was bestowed upon his 
mangled hody.**^^Monirose Redivivus, 

The history of Montrose's various members is extremely 
curious. His head was stuck, in obedience to the decree of 
parliament, upon the pinnacle of what was then called the 
New, but latterly the Old Tolbooth of Edinburgh ; and^ 
what was certainly remarkable, it was in immediate juxta- 
position with the head of his mother's brother, the Earl of 
Gowrie, which had been bleaching there for fifty years. 
Some few days after it was put up, it was found necessary 
to take some precautions for its security. ^' Because it was 
rumoured among the pepUl, that James Graham's freindes 
were secretlie intending to convey his held off the prick 
whereon it was set^ on the Tolbuith of Edinburgh ; there- 
fore, within sex dayis after his execution, there was ane new 
croce prick appointit of yme {iron\ to croce the former 
prick, whilk was speedilie done, that his held might not be 
removit nor taken away."— iNTicAo/'* Diary, 

His trunk, which was buried in the place where only the 
most infamous criminals were executed, was afterwards 
** digged up by night, and the linen in which it was wrapt 
stolen &waj.**—Moniroie Redivivut, Lady Napier, the 
wife of his near relation and dear friend, had contrived on 
this occasion, by dint of a large sum of money, to procure 

Eossession of his heart, which she enshrined in an urn, and 
ept by her as a mournful memorial of affection and respect. 
There is a portrait of her ladyship in the possession of her 
descendant, the present Lord Napier, where she is repre- 
sented with this interesting object by her side. — Note in 
Mr Sharpe*$ edition ofKirkton*i Church History* 

Nothing can be recorded regarding the other fragments 
of his body, except that Charles the Second, on coming to 
the country two months after, was frequently shocked by 
the sight of these ghastly relics of his lieutenant-general and 
faithful servant ; which, however, no more than many other 

Personal annoyances, would his relentless governors suffer 
im to evade. Sir Edward Walker tells us, in his "Jour- , 
nal of Transactions in Scotland during the year 1650," that 
when his Majenty stopt for a night at Aberdeen, on his way 
from Speymouth (where he landed) to Edinburgh, he had 
the pleasure of seeing next morning from his windows, a 
VOL. II. 2 E 10 
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hand of MonCrose ttkkkig upon the front of the Tolbooth, 
or Town-houie^ which happened to be directly opposite. It 
was only when Scotland became subjected by a party which 
had little interest in the matter-^that of Cromwell*-that the 
various limbs stuck up throughout the country were per- 
mitted to be taken down. 

The gallows upon which Montrose had suffered was per- 
mitted to stand in the public street for several weeks after 
his execution, to frighten the malignants ; [Father Hay*t 
Memoirst iiL 388,] and, within that time, several of his 
most distinguished adherents perished beneath its fatal 
beam ; as Sir John Hurry, Captain Spottiswood, (grandson to 
the Archbishop,) Sir Francis Hay of Dalgetty, Colonel Sib- 
bald, and Captain Charteris, (a younger son of the ancient 
family of Amisfield in Dumfries-shire.) These gentlemen, 
however, were not put to death by suspension from the gal- 
lows ; it was the wish of the Estates, that Montrose should 
be the only criminal of his time, whom history could point 
out as having suffered that peculiarly ignominious death. 
They were executed by the strange guillotine-like engine^ 
which the Regent Earl of Morton haa introduced into Scot- 
land, and which is still remembered by the epithet of ^^ the 
Maiden ;** an instrument, it may be mentioned, which, du- 
ring the period of the civil war, was used for the punishment 
of all sorts of capital offences, except witchcraft, and some 
others of a peculiarly infamous nature, which were punished 
by burning. It is related of Sir Francis Hay of Dalgetty, 
who was a Roman Catholic, that, on approaching this dread 
engine, he embraced and kissed it, with a gay allusion to its 
curious metaphorical name. — NichoVs Diary. All the rest 
of these unfortunate cavaliers bubniitted to their fate with 
a similar degree of cheerfulness : like their illustrious fel- 
low-sufferer Montrose, they seemed inspired with a wish to 
obtain, by the scorn with which they viewed the malicious 
revenge of their enemies, a sort of counter-triumph over them 
— 4o carry off, by the boldness and gallantry of their car- 
riage, the merit which their condemnators calculated upon 
obtaining from the crowd for their superior sanctity and pa- 
triotism. It is related of Captain Spottiswood, that, when 
on his knees before the axe, he used the following brief but 
emphatic prayer, '< Oh Lord, who hath been graciously 
pleased to bring me through the wilderness of this world, I 
trust tliat you will now waft me over this sea of blood to 
tl^ heavenly Canaan ;" on which a minister, who stood be 
1 
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side him, Judged it his duty to giye him this admonitory 
hint : ^^ Tak tent, tak tent, sir, that ye droun not by the 
gate iway) !" Spottiswood, with the utmost coohiessa re* 
plied, '' I hope, sir, I am not an Egyptian ;" and his tor- 
mentor shrunk abashed into the ctowa.~^Relatiott of the Fum 
neral of Montrose. 

The dispersed fragments of Montrose's body were collect- 
ed together, after the Restoration, and honoured with a 
grand public funeral, at the expense of King Charles the 
Second. It was remarked of this affair, as a thing imex- 
ampled at any former funeral, that the relations of the de- 
ceased an4 other mourners wore faces radiant with joy and 
triumph, while many of the attendant crowd viewed the 
procession with feelings precisely the reverse. Argyle, who 
was confined in Edinburgh castle at the time, in expecta- 
tion of the fate he so richly merited, had his ears lacerated 
by the shots which proclaimed from around his dungeon, 
the honours done in the town below to the remains of his 
rivaL The funeral procession, which was more splendid 
than any former procession had ever been in Scotland, even 
at the Hiing of its parliaments, or at the coronation of its 
kings, extended from the chapel-royal at Uolyrood-house, 
where the fragments of the body had been OoUectod, to the 
Old Church of St Giles, where it was deposited in the se- 
pulchral aisle of the Montrose family, beside the grave of 
the Marquis's grandfiither, who hid at one time be^ Vice- 
roy of Scotlan£ 

M Wishart, 400. 

^ Sutherland Memoir^, 656. 

M Montrose Redivivus, 185. 

CHAP. XII.— CHAKLES II.*8 AEtlDEKCE XX 
SCOTLAND. 

1 Burton's History of the Wars in England, Scotland^ 
and Ireland. Quarto edition, p. 180. 

2 Sir Edward Walker's Journal of Affiurs in Scotland, 
1650, p. 160. 

S Clarendon, folio, ilL 286. 

^ Burnet's History of his own Times, L 52* 

5 Su Edward Walker's Journal, 161. 

6 Sir Edward Walker, 195. 

7 History of his own Times, i. 63. 

8^Dugdale*s short View of the Troubles, folio, 401. 
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Jockey was still the slang phrase in England for Scotland 
and its people. 

9 Imolow's Memoirs, 125. 

10 Whitelocke, 450. 

11 Perfect Weekly Account, July 10 to 17- 

12 Whitelocke, 451 ; where it is added, that all inhabi- 
tants of the country over which Cromwell passed, had car« 
ried away all their goods and household stuff, except a few 
oats and meal, and a little beer, hid under the coals, which 
the soldiers made use of. 

13 Perfect Diurnal, July 22 to 29. 

14 Whitelocke, 451. 

15 Memoirs, MS. iL 391. * 

16 Sir Edward Walker's Journal, 165. 

17 Whitelocke, 451. 

18 Whitelocke, 451. 

19 Sev. Proc. in ParL Aug. 1 to 8. Apud Cromwelliaaa, 
p.87- 

20 Annales, ir. 87. 

SI Whitelocke, 483. This author farther informs us, 
that Cromwell was so generous as to distribute pease and 
wheat to the value of two hundred and forty pounds among 
ihe starving inhabitants of Dunbar. This author also 
gives a faet, which may well strike a Scotsman of the 
present day with surprise. *^ The women of Dunbar,*' he 
says, /^ are so sluttish, that they do not wash their linen 
above once a-month, nor their hands and foces above onoe 
a-twelvemonth !" Nothing, perhaps, could attest m a live- 
lier manner to the senses of a stranger^ the dififerenoe be- 
tween Scotland in 1850 and Scotland in 1828, than the 
strong contrast between this shocking picture of a former 
generation of the ladies of Dunbar, and what he would see 
u he were to visit this interesting and thriving old burgh 
at the present day. 

SS True Relation of the Transactions of the Army in 
Scotland, published by authority. London, 1650. 

S3 Somerville, in his ^' Memorie of the Somervilks.'* 

24 Burnet's Own Times, L 54 

23 Whitelocke, 455. 

^ Ibid. 456. 

27 Letter from himself to Lenthall, the speaker, ^ted 
from Dunbar, the day after the battlep.-tf0M(f *' Cromwel- 
liana," p. 89. 

28 Burnet's Own Times, i. 54. 
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29 A small mound, called CromwelTs Mount, h shown 
about fifty yards to the weKt of Broxmouth House, as the 
place where he stood when surveying the descent of the 
Scots from Doon HilL 

SO Burnet, i. 54. 

31 CromwelPs Letter to Lenthall. 

SS Stap]etoD*s Letter, descriptive of the battle of WoT'. 
cester—CfomwfZflana. 

33 Whitelocke, 455. 

34 Burnet's Own Times, i. 65. 

35 Psalm IxviiL 1. 

^ *^ The day before we fought, they did express so 
much insolency and contempt of us to some soldiers they 
took, as was beyond apprehension." — Letter of Cromwell 
to the Lord President of the Council of State, CromweU 
liana, 91. Whitelocke adds, that it was the ministers who 
chiefly taunted the English prisoners. 

37 This gentleman seems to have been kiUed at Brox- 
mouth, as a stone is still shown in €he shrubbery around 
that house, bearing his name in very legible letters, and 
said to mark his grave. 

38 The following letter, written to his wife, although it 
contains no historical information, is worthy of being print- 
ed, as some of its expressions are extremdy characteristic 
of the writer. It is copied from the manuscript collections 
in the British Museum : — 

«' Dunbar^ 4M September, 1650. 
** My Dearest, 
'^ I have not leasure to write much, but I could chide 
ftee, that in many of thy letters thou writest to me, that I 
should not be unmindful of thee and my little ones. Truly, 
if I love you not too well, I think 1 err not on the other 
hand much. Thou art dearer to me than any creature ; 
let that suflice. The Lord hath showed us an exceeding 
mercy. Who can tell how great it is ? My weak faith hath 
been upheld. I have been in my inward man miracu- 
lously supported. I assure thee I grow an old man, and 
feel infirmities of age marvelloudy steaBng upon me. 
Would my corruptions did as fast decrease. Pray on my 
behalf in the latter respect The particulars of our late 
success, Henry Vane or OiL Pickermg wiU impart to thee. 
My love to all our dear friends. 

"Thine, 

** O. CaOMWELL." 
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CHAP. XIII. — CONCLUSION. 

See Peck's Memoirs of Cromwell, 4to, 1733. 
Sir Edward Walker's Journal, 182, 183. 
Sir Edward Walker. 

See ^' A Word of Advertisement and Advice to the 
Godly in ScoUand," 4to. Edinburgh, 1651. 
Whitelocke, 512. 
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